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edition d iny Iltetoiy of Fiance having b«n 
rtrnl fui* its rcvjv* >n fm pie^s suggested the compositio^ 
*>t th^ present work However rnycli themstoiy of afl^ 

* nut t y in iy ifhl to out k how ledge bV|Unfoldmg the 
tn isincs ol t \ih i k m which tin pist his^aci umulated, 
it is liter ill, but i hist-pi> of politics • it u folds th* 
s*rnt sj>4in s s of hunnn ie*om>, wit h unite hnr m 
{hum A the nsi* ^mnrn s ; summit, am l £t‘\duflt fall of 
in uwpfie , pc mts* gut in the most cmph'W'l^ law j-y u># ¥ 
tm iitJpmcal niflifence if governniegt and o nitif>i/d 
.Jinnuv ' itdlustntis ujya!l> tin blfssrn^s r>i pr4itii/il 
m u4linJ, uid HIT rtusuies ol fi<tuuis but it* dots not f'x- 
ln! it/iiii l^w s h li^ion mb lie i ^1 il im| ■iovenu nt, progress 
ot tju ut^ ii^siu mi and, alyu all, it does JjjfT V' 
us th du£< tu*|*uslffr\ of fchf pc^|ii it docs nirf pi u ? 
is In thiu hie ude null Tun i * 

" • ' ‘‘i 

9 In e hf thequeuV 

* lu n \ < ui n mil old < om fortli to jil \ 

♦ hi i Miushim h*h(J»5 

not jn ih v miiTst of 1 lie nuke soby amusorurtfs of # thc it ( 
lei&uio * . • 


Hus I line ath tetdo <?* iclat<>s*to fnnu, m 

’hi pie ent wlunur these phonal if pit sent 

^ions of » l p ^ *t |SO tnj|oa\\uud to describe 

1 1 tut i is she n, ufjf^ u r Vifo Of(n, tfieyto out^r, dMurhf# 
*ud ^Vnrtia^on of foWiguei^. Whitever reiolujiuns the 
peopi Jn\c ph through, whatfv|i changes Aee unspui- 
uij* li mo* y f tune jim have p?prt ' i ed among the 8iice«f*s#ve f 
in » »t ion? * Mirnnj}* ifit } i i far^oe, tfie nati «a^ pioj? 

s enur fiuitfnr tfii^eji^-her^nlial* wealth, the t 
{tn jiy of htrj ] sSy srhdps, s^jhavt remained tn- 
exh iscty I* , ; od 'iitntiyin L ^bpc po&so ne# more 
ibui^i i a Vite simple ijLi esslj^e^jgut intoxicating Aixun* * 
perishablfe btefit. 
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t UNPACK.' 


From the produdb oT the counter, ^d the-gertyus of the* , 
j!feoplc, # arise those numerous eon veiidpftal, artificial, and 
stupendous monumentsVliich all t|^MUer»»hivve admired, 
and which fame reports as distinguishing France /Jr) her 
ot^Uz^on, her advancement in husbandry * -t.hc art's of 
building, clothing, mantdjfcturing, — her .prosecution of 
the^iettjtes, pure\amV ujjfced* lfti eijinefiee -1 in chemical 
discoveries, in civW and ysJ5itary enginty^vtc — in arms, 
marine, and jurisprudence. In slfjrt, thtug/i 
can assent to the latj M. do Vllelle’s asScrdon,-. tlfwt 
? France is at t the o( European civilization,” we are, 


disposed to put her t»n oi 
in the march intellect 


DUf 

and 


flank of th<4 advance 1 line 
scientific implement. " ' 


J have spai/d neither labour nor expence in the com- 
position of this? little wdrk : tlfc sources whence my in- 
form a tiro has drawn S»e all French : sum* d’ them 
pf tin 4 Tflden tJie, fhany of tlibni buf flf recent fl *<,e. Thr ' 
and plan of the work Ire my owii From 
Fffince deceived amt collected books, maps, ynd Statis- 
tical tnblfs, bufittl’as not until ni) woik was half through-" 
the press/ that. I received from M. i\f. kich^ter, «omcp 
numbers of an (hpensivg work published in 'Varis, by 
which gives |he most perfect. pjctsm^ t! Franco 
That has ever l^cen Mitolished of jitly c{ untr^ atever. 
Had I seen it in nte fi^t instance, # 1 should have •contented 
myself with* an abridgement of fehif work ; and my own, 
drawn from many other sources, •would have been no 
longer an original composition, ficli in anecdote, and em- 
^bdlijjhed wiJ«(juotatic>43s froirAthe poets France . ’But 
the pfrture lifter of France Jjmiiahes no food for vanity . 

I vovdjJ uflt. filter prejfldicesKiorJ adao political I; gotry ; 

^ make few conpgu'i&nns blfycM office tincl t*y own, 
djfcance fcfflpM uf Atl Itave c»' r been* 
yoweAany of their excel- 
promote gem: Ail improve- 
<vnd * privafeV'Mue, # arid tpj 
$a — w|pril would’ 


, beloved countr 
•ivai 
lent? 
fhent 

•jchfcrkh the culture of 

■ffinbra? 

^planting 


ate/anc^o tl\ rivalry tm 
ices, jk' aim has been t 
mt, to ^hcqpragj 
kh the ci ’ 
irat^Lthe \ 
iting fkeV 


<yl < 

juts; 

aijjl enrich the hapf 

.r 

,Wyhc y Septembers 



iviiuj; and by traj 

_ Sentry int# another, eijA 

ofirn* 
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m in n^t 1 in -------- t - 

Isle ot Oleion,— Kollat d’t deron,— The foundation oi the Ficih h Maritime Oi diminces. 
— Bofhibrt. 2. Drjmremrnt of ('htnenu t ~ Topography,— Hem, ukable Pei sons,— Clmt 
* towns,— Aiigouh me,- Warn ol Jariiac.-Veiteujl . . 25 J— 260 

SUCTION XIV.— Ancfrnt provinces ol (iuienno and Gascounc, containing the 
denai tmeiits ot Giiondti, Landes, Dordogne, Lot et Garonne, Grrs, linutr^ 
0 Pyrenees, Lnt { Tain et Caro Air.. AveyioiC t Depot tment of Unande,-- Topography,' 
— LeaructlJsocielics,— Ueinurkable Pei sous,- dm t iipirna, S i .o..rdeau.v, jhi ui ne,— 
Blaye, — ™v Duchess ot Bern,— La toil/ de Cilnluah, a iclebmt' 1 .I'dithou^e 
? '^Department <jf r — J - " l - *’ •• -«%■»».. .. 


„ /*•«</<*, — 'topography,— Bi UMikable. Persons,— *- ‘del 

Faisal,,— Extent of the Heaths oi iahdes, thei. Jjnil, -’’rtiddrc.s 
Peop#j-Saiut J^\e,— l>w\,— The Adoijr.-Bastennes, it- pelehr^rei! eaitli/ 3. Depart 
‘ Jh'ritogne,— I »>iM>|»ra4>hy ,-rl earned Societies,— Kcrn.uk able V ‘“sfuiv ^-iijble 
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‘ “ * -Bible Societies, ftc.-VInet townsf AS*n - *' 
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Keiiirtikahle Pei sons, lffns, Guhoif. Sanilac, 

«. Department of Tarn e%Garoeke t —' 'lopomatihy,' 

—Bible Sorieties^&'c.* Cliuit to#ns, Moiitaubai 


_ .. iiiri miwiii, juuuwjiiuan t »i .isiei r*aria^in, naiui /» 

y. Department or/hvtiron.-^Lopottrnplty,- Bemaik<iJ|Je Pei sons,— jmiuial Govern 
meyi, -Chief towns. It holier, Milh.iu, Ville-f 


es ol 4f {«t.mpan,— Cbuns de 
r<,— Pr .ition,-I^ijjo(Mdphy, - 
c,— Intel niiUout iounl.uiii 
Bernark.ible Peisoi^,— Be!t($iou, 
njaC.istel Saria/in, Saint Antonin 

■ i:.“ 


idraiicl 


Copper hUues, — Burninir 
261-21)4 


Mount, mi ot luutdgues. 
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Calaa, luf history,— Ij-uitrcc and Clcineucc W aic.^Canal ot langucdoc. a. Depart 

V*»ons*-Piot« stints and Bible. Societies, 



PerMiBs.-teurnei^SocfeS 

. (•net towns, \*ots,-lVvm du (fard,- M!usoii _ Ciirrfy— Ai.. r 

b l,uimn#ie,— A vTiiaigues, the rendezvous ot Saint IJtuis’s Ci nsadei*,— 1 typ- 
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j»site, rallied r^; iTia^ulac tjnes — Mont St. Michi-iTde P»y t — 


•hieA fi^-ns, Le Pu.v, IU site, _ „ 

►^^iHUts, ! emplc ot Amllo,— Ai^^LnttRufaifulin jc-pousfs. „ Ik 7*» part into i oj 
^rrfccAe.— ' topography KemarkabltVPei TioU-shints and IBdVSoc ietits,-<'hiel 

flwns, Pniras, Annoii.iyf-Mnnutuctui ^ * r ‘ ‘ i u.._^ 

. course here,— Aijblnuj.- 
TrMnfl 


^8 its 


^ J uurnon, cause ot thAJt lionc chan/ 


Pontd’ 
grotto 

SKCTTOM XV 
Pyrvnces. il'dlKisrupliy, 

u at Tie 


course hcre,-AiiJiiai f -/\i j{entiS#«Ej.i4ithn*-tlocbunaure f bunt *»! basalt^ 
Air, ti bi idge onrsmglo rockX^iMle fHrr ^rdeche, its (mI( at La: Boy Pie ^ 
ot Yd) on -The gulf de la GojJre— Thes^rater*Op St. Uny’ ^ . ia 5-j 


iiagogtie 8 


fUage i 


ws*The ancient province ssl Bearnc.is *ow tlieliepHrtmrmth 1 4U 
dpt'graphy, -Hemaviirtblfc Pfrs^is,— H|buioii,#Pioti-stams,— 4il 
irfyoune^- Aiioudissemci^ civil go\#jnmeiit,— t^lrgr* 


— „ — — , H ciia aud civil gfurjiimcnt,— Lnu*^tmvns, n 

Bayonne,— C|vernsjp-(^liambrv d'Ani>mr,^ML Jean ^inl tie LVii fl 

“ of Bwcay, Are' icaii,-Bas^eb, ^osts,-Urthe3 . 1 334- 
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SECTION _L 

(/LOCK API! H AL POSITION, NATURAL Bo U N D* *ft{S 9 AND EHtENl ' 

i f V ~- 

J F wc di \‘i<Ie Europe iiitw North/ Middle, and South, Frflftce wilj 
be the. most western country in the central division the eontf- 
nAt, IfaviWtc the Netherlands, Kwit'/culam), and PiAlinont on 
the EuTi-'tfie Mediterranean, with Spain, 01 IT tile SoiHhf add the 
yft on the Western ft North. ‘ Strong natural barriers, formed by 
llic Pyrenees, the Alpes, the ridge o£ Jura, and the Vosges ^rendn 
this country secure on three points, though open on the ‘STcle ol 
the Netherlands. Her pt^itiop* botwtffeT tjic^id and 61st de- 
grees of North latitude, and between the 7th degree of Wesl 
longitude, and 7° also of Hast longitude, inflates her climate 
to the south of Britain and tfie north of Spain. From # EUst lr 
West, from Alsftec to Brittam> France is <>50 ini^s tyoad; from 
Nortfi to South, 500; and licr syRierliciitl extent ma^bc reclamed 
at 1 ‘28,000,000 of Englishfecfrffc A sinfacc so > vSst y f and r* % i;i 
so great a Miriqtv of itiuit present many inequalities, j 

L’aci of the A'ii^V'and NATnu’ op 1 the Soil. — lust 
large a country as FriPSre, il’Yr&icl hardly be obsel* *cd, that iti 
soil is exceedingly Aarieft, or that its vegetable productions art 
consequently numerous. The cffegi s V iive, and water are equally 
Visible froni'ihc North to the South . gnd froirf the East to Sit 
West, of this line 'country: • In tb^oiitli, in wiveryne, wvarais 
Velay , and Languedoc, thednlfticiifcc of fire 'is liost visible; tlit 
mounta'ns of Dome? Dor,* and Cuntal, appear to be a con tin u (Tut 
chain <f extinct volcanoes ; in the single* ridge of % that % of Uowr 
from sixty if'sty^iity ot^he maintains Luve decided* craters 


2 TOlHMiK W»Ii!( AL^IIISTOft^OPjFRjS^E.^ 

The subterraneous fires Aill, in different plates, send forth their 
sulphureous vapours. Mont SaiiU J<mjer emits, hot only smoke 
from its surface, hut in the right a lighMlaifte, which has hetn 
com parol to the pale corruscations of tpcrAuUmi llorealis, is 
visible*^ various parts «»f the mountain.* There^is another mount 
of.lliiS same description at Bagfh, in iMnguethic. ’The enormous 
basaltic rooks which are fjcemon tie Imnks of ditf Vol&nt, between 
- JA f U and Antraigucs , the bla<JJ* lawi mountains in Auvergne, 
these arc all demonstrations of the ae^on of fye; and the nu- 
merous beds of fossil plains and shells, bffloiigftijyr to far distant 
^countries, whielvhuve been di.^overed in life mines and elsewhere^ 
a ie decided proofs that water has once pen ach'd many those 
parts of the eaith which now appear as dry land. The forms 
y\cu oji4l*^«TOek5 of, jdiimpartof France, bear testimony to this 
^££Vtif>n, they alrii^ve the"yippearanccv pf having been rent 
usundc*J>y some violent agent.'\ Besides c tbese records of dej» re- 
lations lonjf gone by, there are, unfortunately, in later times, 
print's tbar cannot be controverted, of \he subterraneous powArs 
%bu?Tf a| jgl^till in u«tion in the south of Fiance in tf33, at 
Parti hiffitibax flic Jssoirr , in 'Aiuvrync, one put of tljc mountain, 
separated itself from the other; some bouses, and ‘he rock on* 
^whickrfhcy slood, were swallowed up in an abyss, and the neigh- 
bouring earth haring lost Jhc support oftbc rock, part of the bill, 
l SOU feet long aim 1$0(J broad, detacfied itself likewise, and slid 
down with ifs trees, jts bouses, and bujldings, into the % alley ol 
Vrou^v. On the following day anothef portion of the mountain 
fell with* Such a tremendous noise, and producing such a con- 
>cussif>y, tliftteiliany houses w ej# thrown down by its effect ; 
Jjj^jtuuately, til* nicks jijst, beiif itli die mountains recci fed the 
enormous fragirieiUs, and sa > qi # tlilVjjllagc from ruin. The 
ftimlet of Jinny, f\? the depari nient^ijjj l{n u tvs Alpes, was, 

jn the *bcgiii}i : ug of th^last tlf ;j m atened with a similar 

mufertune. A 11 immense rock, situate 1 } above the h'pijct, de- 
tached itself with a frigljff^l noisfc, and the tsemhling inhabitants 
Mlod rith precipitation; when they Jooked back, the\ # beheld a 
iiew mountain a«lit w ere, c ^TOi rated from the oiialn oftbc Aljtcs , 
split from tdp (rt bottom, overhanging their habitations: 
an^l there it still hangs, threatening ^some dfy to overwhelm the 
hamlet g.wd its inhabitacit*?. • , * 

In some pgft>, France pves.nts thc { most pleasip & . the richest, 



tuxripi/on or i;he country. i \ 

and the most beautiful landscapes of 'cultivated country ; vine- 
yards, orchard's, com-iicMs, vie with each other in adorning the 
lrcighbuurliood of ^towns and the chateaux of the wealthy inha- 
hitauts. Woods and jforests cover the mountain tops, v fringe 
the smnrnits of her verdant hills. Except in the north, \e jim* 
is every where cultivated, and tli the time of the Romans, the 
Wines oi» Auvergne 9 /7#/w?, am} Seqvamie , flf Mbweifle, 

and of ho* terra.) were in as mu$i repute as the modern wipes „f 
Bourgogne andj Champagne ; Normandie and Bretagne abound 
with fruits* tf* ivurdih and the 7 rfe.oj^ France , in grain, which is 
^ so luxuriant, in some cantons, as to give twenty quintals* of 
crop ici' acre foa two of seed; thus mic-lni mired th part of all 
the wheat-lands produce fifty quintals of seej. per acre. The 
j)roduce of rye varies from eight to twteuyyn^ls the acre. Tin* 
riches of Lorraine and Xitrrnois jUmsist ii+ wood ; those of Alsacq 
in tobacco and wovdj ^La Ton/rainc is celebrated foiw its fruits, 
particularly its plunqj and pears; some of thesev pears vu*rc 
brought from the forests; those of Saint-Germain Vere trans- 
planted '<rr filially from the forest of that flame. ’ Tpe, banks f)l 
'he Loire, LnlLmnigue, and the ‘vajlcys of Dan phut t* abound 
* in vegetable treasures. The territory of Montpellier alone fur- 
nishes seventy-six kinds of lichen, twenty-four of detitanrv 
twcnty-foiy of cistus, tbenty-one of yuiuncujps, and sixteen ol 
veronica. Nothing can be imagined more beautiful than the 
fields in this^ncighbourltpod, where the olive, the fig, the orange, 
the lemon, pomegranate and the mulberry, display their beau- 
tiful colours, and emit their delicious perfumes. TIte Cevennn 
produce the most delicious cj^stnut, *a fruit eqiffctlly vault'd M 
the p<»or of these mountafrs/.^ the Inyad tree iS ii> the isles el 
the ocean. The mulberry' tipe is here so yumerous a# to cop 
stitute what may lp^tercncd whtfle forests, in the midst of which 
the laurel, myrtle, caper, ju-jdbe, mastic, the % ine, And tly’ 
cassia^ jjflnglc their htfrutiful and varied foliage. The solffti ol 
France abounds likewise witlf those# jpants thyt may be derio- 
• initiated t tinctorial. The .great mulberry tnfes in the^ieftrh- 
• 

* Tlit* garden of Charlemagne jpa^&nsidered ^ni^ie,* because it con- 
tained apple- tree.s^w**dr-tre$6 % nutV trees, plum-trees, and chestnut-tree.*. 
In GOG, a bishop made a present to His mother of some wild c^pstnuts and 
plums, tmd the present was considered of great value. 

Quintal is a <5\v^of 112 l^y 
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hourhood of A'/Wt, xiefd three quintals of Irate** annually • 
There art* forty diflerent species of ntamre trees, and 17*2 xa- 
lielirs of lilt* tig 1 in I>auphini • Pronain . \\j\i\jl .anim ■ Sonic 

of -tin* mange trus at i\itr pmdurc t»0(W orarfges cxiry yeui 
In P<d/or'i is found (hat singular vegetable, trulllc .The 
l amirs arc in nuuc parts ptfRnmd with the Spanish hiooin, 
wild jfeynu? ami laicndgi ; ,w.l»ih» the forest jmik* rj^cV to the 
^height of Jour or live hundred A t, whin once it has taken drip 
and Jinn mot in tin soil. In the niawhes ol Vruscugne, pip- 
pcnniul .sji reads its poucifij and aromatic perfume*!* mud, and 
pMiuteraet.s the •Heels of the miasma of the soil. The tamaiind - 
in the < 'in mao ue, and the fraxinella in the s^nthem procures, 
i \hnle in the firmest s^imiiis a roudeiwd air, which is so 
lyllainuiuhlti as i^a light he approaehed to it, and 

the hush appears to hi* m a JhJLc. The following list of a few 
of the which have been tVnsplaniejjl from foreign < limes 

iirto Planum may lint prove imin l r resting. Most ot these au 
now *o naturalized loathe, soil, that they appear to hejndit^ , noii\- 


y ('lie potatoe, fiom IVm. 

lu lua'hueul.i Syria. 

I lie horn. cl.cstmlVr «• •' ‘ 5 fr '"“ 


I Iiulja 

• \ Turkey* of which J^eie are now 

. ( fMH> s'Rrts in France. 

Wupiny irillou frtpn t hr plain* nf^liubifhni 

«\racit» # • • ■ *••" \#fgintu. 


Tiiy b lack JV'h • v •• 

The ina* el of Peru ^ Mv+\ro. 

lTie heliotrope The Cordcd^a*. 

^ignioitetlr ^ *■ ■ • ^Fgypt. 

"■Pur.fPJtranate and Jerusalem} ^ ^ t 
"Artu lioke • • • • ■ * • • y V \ 

tin* ^'•wrdi »••■••• -• A* in rua. 

tol.aci.it' lv • ' • AIcNiai. 

^iipcUcii 1 ■ * VJ'IV mountains 1 jipland. 

Tlifcliakim Iafclfu.* * 

Tulicrosi^ * 

£ster 


Ceylon. 

Vhina. t 



DESCRIPTION OF T^njJL^OUNTRT. 


, Rhubarb, from • • • ■ Tartary. 

Ruck wheat ■ • •• • • Greece, &c. See. &c 


— •-What skill, what* foYce divine, 

Deep felt these appear ! a simple train, 

Yet ( *> delightful mix’d with such kind art, 

Such beauty and heiicHflemr combin'd ; 

• Shafle unpcrccit'd s£ softening into shade, 

And all so forming an .harmonious whole ; 

That, as they still sueccctl they ravish still. 

The ordinary vegetables, which. jye too w cl 1 known to need • 
any comment, have not been enumerated. • m 

Th« soil of France extends over a stiver lice of 
.V2, 000, 000 hectares,, a measure of atoout two Jteves and a halt m 
English measure; wliicli**.ill pn^lucc consequent^ 
about .130,000,000 acres. * 

23,000,000 of tli cm# h^cynrs are converted into arable lawl. 
.>,000,000 are occupied by woods and forest? 

-2,000,000 by vineyards*. 

toTv,OOo*b\ ebestnut plantations. 

00,000 hy4inj» grounds. * . 

43,000 by olive grounds. ^ 

And in the south of France, vast tracts are appropriate?# to the 
culture of •the mulberrf tree. • Plenum* grniptds, kitchen gar- 
dens, nursery grounds, osier grounds, hop*, mardie^ \e. VcAi-., 
may be said^o occupy tl#* rest of the land* 

Cum ah:. — In the noflli of France the ilimnte resembles that 

• i f 

of England, Mid rain falls abundantly at certain p^YnaK In 
the Interior, (Is weather i\ generally tin, and indie soijjtfe, if i* < 
very hot, hut subject oeea^our^ly to intense eol»£>, from vaiioijs 
local winds. # That called mitral sometime^ commits gfeat de- 
predations among Jjic vineyard^, orange-groves, Ve : this wind 
is mentioned bv Strabo, Pliny, film! Seneca. It^ippcaft, to dt^- 
•‘Cend dViiTn the simwyVl !pc$, and to he impelled by somt*im-"' 
knoVn cause up tin 1 Rhone, tv he re #it^ impetuosity is so grertf, 
that it l*ag been Jtnown to blow carriages massing aj^ug •{!!<* 
banks of the riuA, into the middles! the stream. Thrtkavc* *■# 
the Rhone rise ^id swell . to prodigious •defree under its in • 
ll uence ; its progress is’gEnerJly at the rate of four league* hi 
the hour, and it blows either four, sAen, or ninc*(bi.Ys m-<- 
cesMvely, tucAj^b it has been kfiown to cease *tf tl^j end <*l m 
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• ' 
wenty-four hours. In 17(39 and 1770 it blew during fourteen 

nonths without ceasing. The trees ill this part of -France all 
ean in ty direction of this wind. ^ f 

In tly neighbourhood of Nirnea the *vinds # are numerous; 
he^ urn divided into biset and warms : tlie ts^nontane ranks 
unong the former; it descend from the Alpes, and reverses 
?vcry # riling* which opposes its jmigifess; it not only commits 
.hese devastations, but it driesji^ the moisture to such a degree, 
.liat the earth cracks and gapes, and the expectations of the 
lusbandmen vanish before #t» parching breath. At+Monpellier 
Jiere are two periodical winds* the one, called Vaccarinns , blows# 
mpetuously at the equinoxes; the other, called CWW/r?\s, Arrives 
lome weeks lateral they are*generally TegulaT in their appearance, 
:Jjough it does ltyppen V.:a,i they are sometimes replaced by 
leavy rains. o ^ 

'Hie labours of man have, in some infitvntes, overcome those 
ifements which brought destruction in tljeir train ; but his know- 
ledge is limited, he fejels the evil, but he is ignorant of the^oocf^ 
Tf, her sce& .biit in jfart. The wind called Mauvetme, *w h i ch 
blows at S aloft, in Provence, comes from tli? sea, and used tCP 
bring with it genial rains: tj/e marshes round the town have 
been #ried, and the rains have ceased. The injudicious de- 
struction of the frosts of ahe aiqj other mountains, is said 
by some leagied men, % likely to produce a serious evil; they 
apprehend that the rivers will in tifn# change tltfir bed, and 
that tlie winds of the north will st^jp These mountains of their 
vegetable earthy • ® 

* Thfti^ are tlso many meteorhr deceptions in^ France.. Vhe 
plain of Cmu 8. situated •near tlfp' , and the pebbles which 
c^ver it? give back the rays of the sail with such pewer, that the 
iupo.urs which float ovcMhcm act as a mimw, ^nd produce the 
yhenonfenon Called mirage; iltt this illusion disappears if the 
spectator quit the watery-looking plaiit* and ascend*^' Tiejght 
above it, the vision then^lilappegis, hnd lie* sees things as they 
Teatly%sP- In 1^00, an gngincer, with his guide, wmfc leaning 
Against ^fie cross, ejected at Jhe putts de Sarnj , in the Monts- 
ft iPOr, and was atlnirtng the vaSfc wd beautifu^Cene before biin, 
when, upon casting bis eyes downwards foT a minute, be ob- 
served adfftle white clodd, which had formed itsetf 'at lfis feet, 
Jtowards |Jie lmrth : in this clbufcjiis person* ana that of the 
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m guide, with the cross, were perfectly reflected: theJchmd was 
surrounded, by' a* circle, exhibiting the vivid colours (If the rain- 
bow. # .. | • . 

In those countries which are enriched by mineral treasures 
light flames of different colours play over the surface^of tlu* 
ground: sometimes they appear as globes or fdhntainst and 
otcasion&lly 'co^sr the ground jvith a lambent flame«of different 
colours, according to the metals beneath; tliey are blue when** 
.lead is conceal^!, greeg over the copper minis of the Vorges, 
and white Qytr the silver mine at Tijmont, in the same chain ; 

^ the most vivid flames, however, ye those which hover over the 
minesaof bitumen; these are red, and shoot up to a great 
height. • • 

Mountains.— Next to the Alpcs,j}& Pyrenees are the highest 
mountains in Europe : they appear to i^se lrom the ocean at 
Cape Finisterre, in §pjtin, and Winning through Gajiuia,«rfs^ 
turias, and Biscay, '^fter dividing France from Spain, thdy 
^ill ijito Uie Mediterranean at Cape Creiix , near to m lr^rt Vewtere. 
From thedlain, which extends along the lirth of the peninsuk,* 
? -ast ramifications •extend towards* the south, blaring different 
names, until they join the Sierras* of Andalusia and Granada, ; 
beyond which rises the perpenJicular and solitary Iwck of 
Gibraltar :• opposite to this rock, on # the Afrjpan coast, stands * 
Ceuta. ■ The Pyrenees , which extend .from the shore of the 
Mediterranean northward, and unite themselves with the moun- 
tains of Viyarais and *Cevennes ; these links connect them- 
selves with the Alpes ; anif the Alpine mountains join them- 
selvls to ottyei^ chains along t^e south of Eur&pe* Anally sunk 
progressively reaching tli| Caucasus,, between the .Black and 
Caspian Seas^ On the sule # of France, thf Pyrenees farm the 
southern bounday, to. her fivt; frontier departments : — viz. 
Pyrenees Orientates , Aritge , Ilakte (Aronne , and Hatties and 
BassesiPj/kenies, The ttope of these mountains, on their northern-* 
declivities, is at an-angle of thirty or forty degrees, which en- 
gineers cal^ the angle of repost ; 'but they present perpepdicahiP 
fronts in som£ parts, and even masses of rocjc projarthfll beyond 
their base, formj^ broken -a^hw : this happens tvhere tlic rock* 
is of a granitic or #of a , pl l iifta/y calcareous substance. On, the 

* Till wor^Sierra, implies a chair^of mountains, the peAcf of which 
resemble the telth«f a saw* , 
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side of SjViin this phenomena is more frequent than in Iranctq 
where the)' extend further and ihore c gradually * into the plain 
country, /though they soniQtimes ascend iiyo peak's, .the sum- 
mits of/which are covered with perpetyal snows, and whose 
sides Ground with glaciers. Among tlifc fearfyl^ phenomena of 
\\\e* ifyrim'tcti* are the Avalancfy and the Lavage.' The former 
consisl| of bodies of snow, w])icli«a light witid.Afr the fall of 
^malf stone from a neighbouring peak, is sufficient to put in 
motion ; then, hbadlong rolliffgj it uptegrs the tooted pines, and. 
sends before it huge masses of loosened rook, the aygnt-couriers 
of the ruin whiqji it finally produces in the valleys below. Yet v 
"terrible as is the avalanche, the lavage, though less grai*l and 
imposing, is noteless fearfyl and destructive in its effects: fre- 
quently, after a storm, $mne time-worn peak, some loosened 
rock is precipitate) by f the swbln torrents of. the mountains into 
*ti2*^pl:y,ji helow, carrying wifP«it the remnants of the blasted 
I fines, which erst grew on its summit, and # 

• t I Killed the^ark shade with a religious awe.” 

. * . • 

'llicn rails* on the muddy torrent, foaming and toiling, aiut 
burying beneatb its dark, thick waters, the peacefuUhabitation * 
of the Cottager-, and alike consigning to an untimely grave, the 


master and his unite dependents.. Earthquakes too, Jiave com- 
mitted dreadful depredations in the regions of the Pyrenees. At 
the time of tlfc fatal earthquake at Lisbon, tremendous changes 
took place at Lourdes and Junvadas. »Tlic Pyrenees evidently 
sympathise more or less with all tin? volcanic eruptions of Etna 
or Vesuvius, pith the earthquakes of Sicily, ka. * In 1750 a 
showe/of sfoiitt". descended into the valley helow irom^tln: peak 
of //t«v with siieh violence as to rohlund to the opposite suin- 
u Ht; a great lake, *wliich was formed by the impeded torrent, 
was, ‘in J788, fcy an othcrVonv u^sion of nature, precipitated upon 
^e .plain of (ledre, with an uproar scarcely to he iynvgined. 
There appears to be no more powerful ageist in producing* all 
flic*; yjolent commotiohs than w after. . ^ v 

^ The summits of the Pyrenees produce the plants of 

^apland and Siberia* in its <*sty» gnd soutl^m valleys, the 
productions of Spain, Portugal,, the •coasts *fTAfrica, and the 
Archipdjir, mingle their varied and beautiful hues,* witl^ many 

others which art; peculiar to thfce mountains. 

• * 
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Among the numerous plants and lowers which/ adorn the 
Pyrenees, may be enumerated twenty-nine species If veronica, 
forty-six* saffrigesj fifty-six euphdFbias, thirty-seveivSfpecies of 
r&nunculas,* twelve swrts of roses, twenty kinds of thjp silvery. 
patQntilleSj^twpVc of narcissus, fifteen of violets, eighteen gen- 
tians, fifteeji different species of 'll ax, Sec. And the tigef lilly, 
toitli its’bnghtr %lack spotf on% deep yellow ground? is fttynd in # 
every part 1 of the Pyrenees; in th^ valleys, in the woods, lyid on 
tlie mountains.# In th® spring, the cows eagerly search for the 
nard ( nordufstneta ) ) this planf increases the quantity of their 
milk, and gives to the cream a perfumed flavour, to which wiltk 
thyinf, lemon thyme, and rosemary, "add their aromatic qua- 
lities. • 

One of the peculiar features of ill srityrena^ is the mountain 
circuses, or amphitheatres, whir^j surround their valleys, 
nominated by the "inhabitants, oules.* That of Gartffrme* we 
shall, describe, though the road to it is so romantic, as to baffle 
Lite gpwers of language; the imagination must fillip thf pic- 
ture, and even tlien it will fall short of the # rcality.’ 9 • 0 

Immense stjuafe masses of rocks, forty or fifty feet high, 
resting in # confuscd heaps the oii£ upon the other, supported by* 
their own weight alone, threaten to overwhelm the traveller as 
he journeys through tlns^rorrpflitic pass: thc^nowy summits of 
tlie Mabort , the fireche da Roland , of Neigc Viefje, VigmwaL’, 
rise before J^m, and seem to shut him out from the living world. 
The valley,, or Oule of \jayarnie , at length presents ijself, sur- 
rounded by Perpendicular, powering, and inaccessible rocks, 
imonjj whicjNlie llriche de Reland f *is the most? imposing aiuf 
pictures<|pc, with its natu^d argil and colossal gate, browned by 
towers and battlement 6 , wh<#>c summits ar# concealed %y piy- 

* Oule, from the latin, olla, cauldron or kettle. 

f Tift 1 ' tillage of Gavarjito, which is on the road to tlie Brtche llvKiiuX 
belonged, Tbefore the ^revolution, the relj^ious and jnilitary knights’of 
.he order^ Malta it had formerly' belongcS to the Tcinplap. «Th? 
niiiistci’s hous# is formed partly of som# 8 l the remaini ii y a Jp j of thet# 
ireoeptory. Other melancholy, vestiges are sho^n their dwellings ir^ 
lie neighbourhooS^ond 09 » Jjeam in the church, Ariose to the pulpit, 
here are tlie sculls of twelve of* the .unfortunate knight^ who were 
jehead£cl on j)iis spot when the erte^ order was given (pr theifev mplote 
extirpation. 
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petual snows. From these battlqpients rush twelve foaming 
torrents, w/ich fall 1400 feet before ^hey reach the circus of 
Marbort f these falls of the Gave, the most fiagniiicent .in thfe 
• woild, jcrliaps, as connected with the •surrounding scenery, 
sonyti/es force their way through the perpetual snows, carrying 
. with tficin the artificial bridge # ftiey have made; and then sudi 
& huiiytburfy commences^ then Aich* noises, loud^nd^ruinouk 
lollop, as appal # the senses : # rocks and trees bend before the 
mighty avalanche, and, amidst the confusion of ititure’s element, 
* the Gave, which has caused*tlfe mischief, is occasiorfaHy seen like 
m floating piec<? of silver gauze, or like a transparent eloud 
illumined by thc^moon’s Cold beams, smiling <*it the mischief it 
i has made. Colour, too, adtls its mystic charms to the wonderful 
seene ; e van cscen tcrainbotfs^gl cam , now here, now there ; some- 
times many at the sairfe time ^^ven crossing each other, as the. 
sya rkliiTfjf foam of the falling Gave springe ftom the projecting 
rocks; producing the magic arch, explained by sage philosopher* 

ms rising from the “ showery prism.” 

• « 

Not so the boy ; 

lie wondering views the bright enchantment bend t 
Delightful, o’er the raipant fields, and runs 
To catch the fulling glory : but amaz’d, 

Beholder amusi\e arch before Jiftn fly, 

Then vanish quite away ! ^ 

As it thus increase in its descent*, the Gave assumes a dark 
blue colojir, until, having reached tlje sweet valley” of Bar eyes, 
it wanders 011 , ^fertilizing, as it glides along, tlfb meadows of 
*llearMf wliend? it peaceably publics its course, /A* if rejoicing 
that it ha(P surmounted and ov^rconj" all the imped indents that 
l^d withheld its wafers from so cakn and smooth a channel. 

The lake and cascade of Semlejo, situated in an elevated 
galley at the height of 0, .061) feet above the level of the sea, is 
’TisiT an object worthy the traveller’s notice, among the *mifhe rous 
romantic and sublime jmpits o( sjinefy to be* found in the Pyre- 
neeV ^be lake of Sceulrjo is of an oral form; its greatest length* 
Ss from ferfff to south ; it is* about a -quarter (5* a league long. 
•The water is pert'ctTy clear and liftopid; but, ffpO its great depth, 
imdF the extreme smoothness of its ‘surface,^ resembles a dark 
mirror; ftfs encircled, Accept oikoiie side, by perpendicular and 
c W itch w’ggutl rocks. Frflnf this opening fuHcf the cascade, 
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which, at two bounds, descends 800 feet; its first ler.p terminates 
upon a forked rock, frorft which it rebounds in clouds of foam 
and spmy, assuming the appearance* of many cascaded until the 
waters, rcuriftirfg, precipitate themselves in one mass intS the gulf* 
below; the qalm silence of the lake, contrasts beautifully Vi tk the 

noise and turmoil of the cascade. Who could unmovdl eon- \ 

• • 

‘template judlra scene of §ranucur! • 

• ■■■ Were every fluttering tongue of man, 

AlmAhty Father I silent in thy praise, 

Thy works themselves woulcf raise a general voice, 

Even in the depths of solitary woods * 

By huv^an foot untrod ; proclaim thy power, 

And to the quire celestial Tube resound, 

Th’ eternal cause, support, ajyjl end of ^1 1 

* The Pyrenees are granitic at^heir b *se, but tlieir peaks 
sides are mingled tvi^hbsalient bands of crystal feldsp^rocks j > 1 
the first and second Yorryation, and metallic rocks.. < 

According to the most recent observations, the follftwing^s the ' 
height of The principal mountains, and of the j>rin$ipal *;wsfw ;f 
’ or, as they aref called, Ports. 

Mountains. 

Mont-Pefilu t0,90& PiKdu Mint (le Bigorrc 8,918 

Vignemale If) ,068 Motive • 8,700 

Cylindre • • 2 *VW6 Pic d'Arbizon 8,655 

Pic-Long 9JP53 Canigou *••• 8,343 

Nenumelle^^ •••-• 9,485 Pic 9 Montaigt* # *7,1 ( 

Pimeqt • • •••••• s 9,00fl Pic de Eergon.% • ••••*• 6,339 

\ t • • 

Passes or Ports. • Injiahtable Heights. % 

• 

Port (POr • • • *• . 9,006 . Village of IIeu$ •••••• *4,395 

Port-de \iel or Estauty, 7,683 of Gavamie • • • . tj&i, 

Poft *de*Pincde • ••••••* 7,497 of Ilarrege • • • • 3,807 

Port de Gamine 6,90$ ' Loiafcst* region of pet • • 

Port de tfovatfre* ♦ • • • • 0,723 ^petual snow^i^j&c $ 

Port de Tourmalet , (in- * # the levpf of tl#e sea • • 7,50<^ 

terier) • • • • • •. 4, $31 * 

Tin; several chains of mountains v\4iich traverse entrance, m 
hound it, j^re|£nt some singular* distinctions "gnd ^haracteig 
peculiar to each of ^hem : tlius, for instance, the Alpes rise like 
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obelisks, th& Pyrenees like^pyramids^ and the Vosges afe round on 
their summits, which are hence called* ballons/, ’The Jura, on 
the west, Keg almost perpendicularly, in pealA, for the distance 
.of a hundred leagues ; on its opposite «side, the* descent is 
comparatively jyenlle. The highest points of the Pyrenees find 
p the Vdkges are not in the middle, but on the lateral chains of 
thg&e pifuntrflns. The vnjlcys that lie*between them, bear also fit- 
distinct character : those of the 9 Pyrenees are generally and nearly 
citcular, and almost always level : those of the Fasyrvare, for the 
‘most part, oblique, relatively to the direction of thl cnountaiu ; 
^ bile those of till: Jura are prolonged, and follow the course of 
the rocks that bound thenf. The valleys of th$ •Alp vs are &>mc- 
, times elongated, sometimes* transverse to the mountains. The 
Aljws extend from yfcntihes fJJesan^on, where they turn eastward, 
lining the southern b<aundar^of Switzerland. 

^flieTura runs parallel witli the Alpes, vending farther north. 

The Alpcsj'wiW be described hereafter.^ • ' 

T/il Vostffx separate.^ lsq.ee and Franc hr Comte, from Loriryine ; 

\ tfTey afe ottered wiltt forests. The Cevenncs seem td branch 
from the* Pyrenees ; and running northward, they* pass through 
l lerault ^ Card, Arderke , and Ljfonnois : a chain of tht-se moun- 
t'd ns cjficud into Auvciyne. 

Rm: its. — The principal drivers Fjancc, ure the Geine, the 

Loire, the Rh^ne, the Garonne, the Rhine, Saone, Maine; \*c. 

The Seine rises in Mie department* of the Cole d^Or, near to 
Chanceauy ; it passes Troyes, Melup, Paris , Rouey , and falls 
into La Manchr i at Quillehomf. , The cource o£ this ri\er is 
1 jlarticiflarly interesting from Rouen to the bhannfh.* The high 
mount of Sbint ^Catherine vises on*thc fast in the distance., 'while 
bq|h sidfc of the rivet are bordered by beautiful hills. It was in 
a tower at Rouen that prince Arthur was cop/nfcd by his uncle 
J#lm, where 


. ’Mong hllles and woodclandcs, nrlanyc a myle 

Seine^-oH’d bis •nurin’jing«floode : 

^ And winding, wash’d the statglye tow’i^s, 

& ‘tf here Rouen’s faSb castle stoode, &c.* * 

On the right hlnk, opposite, is the •iwest^&fioumarc, where 
Rollo usedg to suspend bracelets of gold, which remained un- 
touched, so severe, or so just was Tie in punishing offenders. At 

c , a • »# . 

? Old ballads, historical and narrative, in a coy action by Mr. Evans. 
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, Rouille, there is a grotto of $.n oval foVm, ornamental by many 
fantastic columns of mimic crystal. The bunks oi^ the Seine, 
beyond -this, are hr a short spactf covered with a tL’pk forest. 
At Jumieges' m &m the •venerable remains of an abbey built* by. 
Guillaume le Dannie, son of Iloilo ; it is of Saxon architccyire, 
f and Hitherto has defied the scathe of time. It was here that 
- -Charleirtagrlf compelled Tasillftn, duke, of Bavaria, tind *yn, 
to take monastic vows: it was Juyre that the bodies of th# two 
. sons of Clovis H. weretburied, after they had teen cruelly slain 
by the ordor£ of their father, for tlx* crimes of rebellion ; and it 
. was here the beautiful Ague* Sard died in the arms of her royal, 
lover ^Charles \*y . Opposite to thfc monastery extends the 
forest of Bretnnne . But here we nYust limit, our legends. At , 
Villequier , the Seine begins to expand; and,, at this place, tl^c 
.difficulty of the navigation commences. t It is a singular fact,, 
that, when the watm* are exceedingly low at the pass «oi Azi'ers, 
tlie dreaded rock of ‘diuielleboeuf is almost covered, and vibe 
vers^.' The sands of this river are ever, moving, And yft the 
pilots accustomed to the navigation can, hj seeing qpe of thfse < 
/passes, j udge df tlTfe others. The rock of Quiellcboeuf rise? in. the 
bed of tlih stream, near the mc^ith of the river. . The Seine 
exhibits one of those phenomena called a barr. It reseftibles a # 
prolonged^vave, support^ by tts owiwpower, wtlie surface of the 
water, And over which it passes with incredible swiftness, follow- 
ing generally the sinuosities of the coast, feut sometimes spread- 
ing across tjie stream ; and, when it reaches the pass of Quielic- 
boeufy it fofcmt and frets, as it rushes along eacl^ side & the rock, 
&n£ pursues wts tuhultuous •course* up the rfter, as* Tar at 
Jvmie!}\ and sometime^ eve®, it reaches Jiouen. Tts violence 


disturbs tlie «ands, and he ace arises muck of the difficulty f>l‘ 
navigating the Be«ac. * Indeed, the nujutli, the entrance, and the 
hidden rocks and banks of saml % along tliiS part* of the* coast *f 
Krandb,*urc natural defences against the intrusion of stranger^ 
who would pay dctLrly for atl§mpling»to ,cn ter this river without 
' a native ^IBot. • - ^ . J * * 

Its tributary "streams arc the Aube, M arne^lft^ on tlif 
northern bank^«aiulQie Gonne, Essonne, and flic Blaise, on the* 
southern bank. Tlfcl Seine \raverses the departments of tlie *CUe 
d'Or, iiubdyfeineet Marne, Seitve et Sire, and Sehtb, 9 ^ riding 
the Seine InJMimtre from VEure . * • • • 

The Loire rises ki^Mant^ Gerbier de Zoux 6000 feet above tlie 
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ocean. InL descending the mountains of the Ardiche , it flows 
from northito south, until it reaches U%clades, where it suddenly 
turns, an^rpreserves a northefti direction until*it reaches Orleans, 

. The first town it passes of any importance <s Rodnri e> die ancient 
Roffyimna of ^Ptolemy, where Jaques Coeur, who will be ipen- 
, tioned^ hereafter, had an estate : It is at present the entrepot for 
dj^ynypehariflises of the south, which pass by the* canal of Briars 
to P^ris. The Loire then rqaohes Nevers , la Chariit , a little 
town, beautifully situated at the foot of a hill coticrcd with vines. • 
* Orleans, formerly G'enabvtn* Aurelianum, is the «ncxt place 
wrf consequence *Ae meet with^ and here the river changes its * 
course, and flows from bast to west. The lyifiks of th^ Loire 
, now become a subject of Sntensc interest, from the number of 
historic events w]pch have taken place in their vicinity. At 
{Uois, the old castle stfil remajps, in which Louis XII. was born, 
\vhere~Henry of Guise was assassinated, -a® d* where the empress 
Marie Louise, retired, when Paris was besieged in 1814. .Am- 
boistf then* follows. r The gothic cathedral of Tours, wijji its 
i nfchly*paintcd"wimlotos, shews in the distance, — Saumu r, with its 
castle,' £nd its habitations of chalk, dug in th£ sidfcs of the hills, t 
•capable^ of containing 1 2,000 /it 15,000 vine-dressers* and their 
. families ; Angus , Nantes , the scene of so much good, of so much 
evil, and Painebmtuf : all these towns *are familiar to* those who 
have read th%history of 'France. Tha Loire falls into tlife ocean, 
between Saint Nazdire, Saint-Brevin^ and the {ort Minden, 
where its.mouth is two leagues wide T t 

The rigtt ban); of the Loire doe&not receive the Vjucrs of many 
important streams; die Anoux, tke Nifivai, undone Mayenne, 
tire among'tlie number ; 4he Saftlie 4pid the Loire faV*into the 
latter. *The left bank is joined bytmany rivers ofc considerable 
magnitude ; among these^ are the Allier , svhurit tises in the forest 
uf Mercoire, upon the mountain of Lozere; the Cher, which 
tajes its source near Merinthal , in the department of £a C reuse ; 
jhe Amon , whiah risqp ip thq cpinmune of Saint Marien , in 
dieMepl^ nyn t o L.La Crease; the Indre, which spriugs*froin the 
^ountairi^oF~ l ndre, ibe tween Lamillanrditre and the woods of 
Sjhaumimt ; die \ienne rises in t?ie‘ ComjminesAd’ Corrize and 
Gerftioux, in the department of La C reuse ; the Creuse falls into 
die Vielfat, diree mile? north-west of La Haye)^ ind Is thus 
rinited to Che Loire, # •# .* 

- The Loire is not navigable until It readme) Lanoirie ; but from 
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this point, to Roanne , it only carries boats down the stream. 
At Roanne , all* the merihandise from Lyon, Languedoc , Dan - 
phini, .and Provence, are put on Hoard barges; and although, 
from the shifting of the # sands, shallows, and other causes, ‘the - 
navigation is sometimes impeded, it is a noble river 170 leagues 
ift length, s 9 • 

-/ The Garonne 'rises in tftb WiLd'Aran, in Catalonia, a|<J*%r 
traversing* the most romantic country, among rocks and moun* 
tains, it reaches the plains of Languedoo ; and proceeding in a 
north-west direction, it falls into ftid Gironde, below Bm'deaux, after * 
having been joined by the Dordogne at Bcc~d' Aihberz. It is navi»« 
gablePfrom Mu^l, a town in the department Haute-Garonne ; 

from thence it proceeds to Toulouse , where it is joined by the Canal . 
du Midi : it then traverses a small portion o^the department i>f 
•the Lot, the Lot et Garonne, and qssuraiifg the name of Gironde 
ftt Bordeaux , it fallfc into .the Bay of Biscay , between the depart- 
men Is of Saintonge, •ngvth, and Gironde, south. The tide 
oscasds the stream thirty leagues. This ijver exhibits the*same 
phenomena as does the Seine at its moutlf, but it inhere ’calfcd 4 
m Mascaret l or *Rat d'Eau ; the wave rolls with great vtiucitf* 
along evefy winding of the coast, ascends as far. as Qenissac j 
it is by no means so violent as it was formerly, hut even ffo w the, 
watch- wo Al is given alorgr th^ banks* as it roll* on its course, for 
it is sufficiently strong to upset a boat if unp^pared for its 
encounter. # Thc ducks jirid aquatic bird! betake themselves to 
the shore, apd the boatmen jtum the boats with the projv towards 
this enemTv^The tributary, streams of the G^aronne, are the 
Dordaqne , tmhLot, the Avtiron, and the Ariege. • . * # 1 

Th^S^one has its souiie irk a glaaier at the foot of Mount 
Furca , only «five miles from the source t>f the RhinP: after 
traversing an extensive valley of Vivarais, it falls into the .Lake 
of Geneva, opposite Villeneuve; hnd its rapid an& turbid watev, 
having passed visibly through the lake, quit it at Geneva, pure 
and limpid: after *liaving tfd^red tli# bpautifnl gardens below 
this city*, torment of .the An?e, dfiscentfc# jhe r 4&A iif the 
vicinity of Montblanc , mils its impetuous and mucTdyOTeam into 
the Rhone, which, a^ if to avoid contamih&tJOn from its neigh* 
hour, keeps its cledHriue cdurse for a considerable distance iflong 
the ndttheft^bank, while the grey Arte rolls along Beftide it on 
the south. Between Mount Vouadhe a^d ,Ju> p^tejng^ks of 
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the Rhone contract much, and are bounded with steep preeipi- , 
toils rocks; in one place, the two opposite sides'/orm. sections of 
an arch, which the inhabitants united by a Rustic bridge ; but 
during the last war, this bridge was destroyed : the ‘course of the 
Rhone from this point is violent, and *ts rapidity being inter- 
rupted by huge blocks of rock**over which it rolls -in •foaming 
cascades, it reaches, at length, \*hat*is called the agucls, and. - 
totally 'disappears: during the space of sixty paces, ’enormous 
masses of rock, forming a natural arch, (concealed from the eye. . 

• When the Rhone issues from ‘the Lake of Geneva, *»t>is 220 feet 
wide : when it emerges from j,ts hiding place beneath the rooks, , 
it is but forty-eight feet in breadth ; but so deep is its cliunnel, 
that the waters /fpw calmly through the rocks, which still con- 
tinue to approach ^pach other, until, at the mill of Mussel , the 
river is only fifteen feet bvoad ! When the. waters of the Rhone 
areTir^asiprially swollen by the Arve to ap jiimsunl height, they 
/lew above and below the natural arcli pnder which, at other 
time*, it disappears. The river forms the boundary between 
» Fftmoe and Savoy, iwitil approaching Chamberry , it* directs its 
Sumr^»»’noith-west towards. Lyon, at which j*hu\j it meets the* 
Sabne , from whence it flows due south, and falls into -the Medi- 
terranean, after a course of .500 miles : its navigation is difficult, 
and its mouths amt. continually changing their bed ; a lighthouse, 
erected in 17 ^ 7 , on the •shore, is now three miles distant from it. 
Its tributary streams are on the west, "tVe I sire, thcJLrome, and 

the Durance: on the west, the Cance arid the Gordon. 

• ' » 

The. Sabne rises in the mountains of the Vosges^ vfan Dorney ; 

' ttnd afty:r traversing the departments of the Vosgetf tjaute Savne, 

< ]btc-d'Or , Sabne et Loire*, it enters th^t Lyotmois, and tviiis the 
Ratine art Lyon . , , , 

The Rhine . — This river rises in the higli^* part of Switzer- 
land; ifis composed *;>f several branches, which flow from Mont 
fftrGothard : it separates Germany florae France, and ‘directing 
its'edurse north uu til U enjters the ^ngdom of* Belgium, when it 
furifc tm ^he west.. .and falls into the German Oc^u. The • 
Scenery fifcitf-iflent* to CoTu^ne, on tbe bank# of this river, is 
%ncqualled. ' p * L ‘ 

Marbles. — Marbles, properly. spta*kfng}>vre calcareous car- 
bonates, «tke close texture of wlyeh is capable (^receiving a 
brilliant pplisli/ Their principal aud distinct clfgtacter consists 
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in their effervescing with acfos, and in, their incapability of pro- 
ducing any spprk undef the shock of iron. The principal 
marbles, pf Fjacuce are:— the marble of the Pyrenees , which, 
under this cftjfiominatfon, includes the white marble of Bayonne, , 
made use of by the ancients; the (Sampan, one of the igost 
extended in. commerce, —the gitfand of it is white and darjc red, 
parked by*gredh ramification*! (it is used only for the interior of 
edifices, Tor if exposed to the air it perishes); the grounJqf the 
, marble of Veyjptte, is white and scarlet ; and the grey marble, 
which is frequently' found near Bareges, is much intermixed 
with shells ; one single valley in these mountains contains sixty 4 
di fTermit kinds o£ marble. • 

The marble of Chateau- Landon m of a yellowish grey : the 
canopies in churches are frequently made of jt. The pedestals 
placed at the extremities of the bridge ofi Jena are composed of 
this marble. The many columns at Versailles* aid com- 
posed of this marble. • 

TJjc* marble called Languedoc , is red, ornamentcd«with white 
and grey* * tones : the columns of the triumphal* ajch of t!ie ( 
Carrousel, are Composed of Languedoc marble. ■»,, mT / 

La GrUtte is of a dark red, adorned with black. spiral lines,, 
the centre of which is sometimes white. 9 

The macbles of Saiifte* BepAtme, found in jjbc department of 
For, are celebrated for tliqir variety of colours. # 

The Brocatelle of Moitlins, or shell mavble, is of a blue grey, 
veined with brown and ytllow : the pavement of Notre Daine is 
a mixturc>£, Brocatelle, and pf the white marble found in the 
Boftrbonnai^* ^ 

TkeVtyppentine appears*|o form a hagk fifty leagues' long in the 
mountains of Jhe Cevennes. 

The porphyry <*t # the Vosges 9 is grey, brown, violet, or. iron 
grey. The Pyrenees and the Alpes contain greeu'porphyTy. # 
Thogrtnitc of the Vosges is black; grey, in the departments 
of Pinisterre , here f and the; JTosges ; ^green, it» here ; rec/,*?n 
departments of the Vosges, Rhone , Sabnejs^ Lpire , andslldhtes 
Alpes . Some° of the granite of BUftgogne marked* 

with dark angular line^, reserffbling Hebrew characters. 1 

The pink granite mAutu.% ia considered the finest in tlie w«rld. 
Trapp aboun^p in Provence alfo Dauphihc . 
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Alabaster. — Several grottoes, ip the Pyrenees and the Alpes, . 
furnish very line specimens of alabaster, which more rare and 
uncommon than marble. • • v 

The pebbles of France present every variety of tlte^Scotch and 
Egyptian pebble, and beautiful crystals, various kinds of quartz 
of alU the colours of the rainbow. In Brittany alone is found 
the /Muscle, *a stone of a.quadrajf^ulttr prism, semi -.trad sparentt* - 
wiiity like the mother-of-pearl shell ; some of the crystals are 
little inferior to tlie diamond. On the lrtaiks of*the Loire , nine • 
* leagues from Orleans , then hre quarries filled with that stone 
<a called dendrites Orlianaise; when broken, they present beautiful 
landscape designs, in brown and black upon a yellow gfbund : 
every time the stone is broken, a new landscape presents itself. 
JJut it would be ag endless task to attempt to particularize the 
varieties of stones found in the quarries of France. 

^Tlltr*saiids of France are not without their curious qualities. 
Aat of Greve-de-St.-Quay , three leugues 'from Saint Jirieur , is 
as shining and as heavy ;is steel filings, and it is attracted*!^ the 
\ loadstone. The santte of Creil, Nevers , and Etampes^io Used in 
Vip T^vrtufacture of glass .at’ Saint-Gobin. ‘Anil at Fontenuy- 
aux -Roses, the metal founders, are amply supplied with' the sand 
of whl^t they make their moulds. 

Quarries of sl«*e abouiql in many paYts ; and coal mines, to 
the number of 400, are wrought ; but the number of these, it is 
supposed, might be increased one-third*- Jet is much in request, 
and is by no means scarce. The potters 1 earth, and that inva 
luable article, the kaolin , or clay of which the*^M?st china is 
tompaspd, i$ k fcund abundantly ii> Limoges,' and Higher partk of 
(ranee. Pipeclay, bricl^-earth, millstones, &c. &c., oftistitute 
apart #f the treasures which bountiful nature has bestowed upon 
this fair country. 

t Minerals.— •Many of the rivers of France contain small 
gftnns of gold; among these are, the Arif ye, the Ceze, tt)e Rhone, 
tK t*Herault, th$ Rhone, Jfoe Gordon, and the Garonne . The 
finoftntains of JDqynfyint are supposed* to contain gol<^» Lead is- 
the mosOTfmrtwkiit^metaT'fti France,, and thfc ihines produce 
^generally froih thirteen to sixteAi 'ounqes of silver, in every 
quintal (cwt.) of lead ; the lead jn «tlfe 'vitto'dis is found on the 
surface, «o» very near it, •pure, aiyl in small round^stones 4>r peb- 
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• hies, the coat of .which resembles cents#, or white lead ; they are 
found from the sj^e*of a pdh to that of a horse chestnut; the steep 
ravines- whichj produce this lead extend eight leagues in length, 
by Serre Mejanes, Argtnjure, and Aubenas. * 

The copper, miftes of the Upp^ 1 Alpes, Lower Py&nces, Lower 
Khin y and /lie Jikone, are the most productive. Iron isjnore 
generally difludfd, but is is of an inferior quality; much offtHa 
useful article is imported from SVoden, which produces tiff best 
'in Europe, and # much from England, which is also considered 
excellent. The mines Af antimony at Romaneche, in the depart- 
ment of Sabne ct Loire , are exceedingly rich! Zinc, cobalt, 
hismufii, amber, $tc., are also found in many parts; but no tin 
mine has yet been discovered in this extensive country. 

Mineral springs arc abundant, they will'bo particularized in 
the departments in which they are found. • 

Animals. — ThcsA consist in cows, black cattle, sheep, tlip 
cream coloured cattle Of *Limoges, asses of a fine breed in Pro- 
vendfc, beaip, wolves, chamois, horses, cats, dogs, particularly a 
very small race, which are much valued by the Jfreiydi laflie^* 
.hares, foxes, &c. • .'**.* 

Birds.— Every domestic fowl •abounds in France: ^imong • 
the birds of pi*ey are the eagle, the falcon, hawk, See? The 
black swaif, the whistler, Ihe fihmandf of a pale*rosy colour, with 
scarlet wings, tipped with "black ; the gifeen plovei* gold plover, 
the wild swan, pheasant^ partridges, peaccfcks, See. See. 

Reptiles. — Among the «nost noxious are the scorpion, the 
black lizam^vfie blue, black, wh’ite, and green a£dey. 

Fisi^jr— The boasts of Franck abound with fish "and tbe # rivers* 
and lake?* or ponds, produce carp, tench, trout, eels, and all 
those fish confmon to fresh wnter. Among, 1 •however, thole, tile 
ablette or blay md&«be taorc particularly mentioned ; it is found 
in the Rhy i, Sa&ne, Lotre y and the Seine. 9 Of the scale of this 
littlf fish* an essence is dbmposed, called essence <P orient ; 18.000 
ablettes scarcely produce a pound of this essence^ it is used as sl 

*\ • i t ir • 

* These dogs haSre supplanted an aniiuSFliow rfhoirj^a.LjI^d to thee 
farm Jard. In the reign of bodb XIV., a ladj of the»couirt, who had f 
been staying at Bayoniy^* astonished the Parisians A her return to the 
capital, by affirming, that she had teen several Bayonne ladies entlr a 
ball-rooffi witl^ttle pigs under their^rms, which the^ fon Ay* caressed 
as dear, sweet, fiAutiful, interesting little darlings.— Chainn %sm gout. # 
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coating to false pearls. |A man named Jaquin discovered the « 
secret, and his heirs for many years enjoyed t^elfoonopoly in the 
street Rue Petit Lion , at Pafis. . 

The butterflies in the south of France jufe exceedingly brilliant, 
anj, along die shores of the Mediterranean, shining and beautiful 
insects, fan their many coloured wings, and sjp arising in the 
supwy bcanffc, fall little short of the gRyist tribes' of India. v 

Mfity of the ponds of France aboV.nd with’ leebhes ; yet, 
although the amount caught annually isVibout the round number* 
of 20,000,000, these are itfsdflieient for* the supply demanded, 
so greatly arc they employed as remedies in inflammatory com- * 
plaints. In 1830, about 35,000,000 of lcccljCS were infported 
into France from. foreign <toun tries. Kaeh leech costs the con- 
sumer ten centimes,* so that 5,500,000 francs, or £\22,9I<>, are 
yearly expended in thd consumption of these- little animals. 


SECTION II. 

TiiEfjfoLiTiCAL Divisions of France, ancient and modern. 

«• I. •* e c f 

Tiie Gauls, the anciqnt inhabitants of the country niuv called 
France, were r the descendants of Gomer tf the eldest son of Japhet; 
they were known in ancient history by* the names o\ Gomerians, 
Galatian^ Saqucs or Sacse, Tifcins) Ccltsc, and *fiijg£1y by that 
*pf Giyils. Tlyj* words Coltsc amJ Gaul possess tjn^ same signify 
cation, i.e, powerful, valiant, or vatyurous. “ It is a/£ngulur 
fact,” fcpys the celebrated M. Puul^Pezron, “ lliat^tlie^anguagc 
ol the Titans, which was that of the arisen ^ Qauls, is, after a 
revolution of above four thousand years, preserved in our time.* 
A singular fact, that so ancient a language shoulA 9 iu>w be 
spebeu by the i^rniorican Bretons in France* and by the audleut 
*BrUonj^u Wales; for These are tfie people who liave^e honour. 
#>f prese^nffMHK^ifliiguSp^jf the posterity oT«Gwner, Japhet’s 

• • • • . 

* M. Pezron published his celebrated* woh^on the Antiquities of 
Nations in the year 1703 ; jo which very ingenious work the reader is 
referred "fir many curious particulars relating to tli^esceiftlaiits of 
*Japhet, particularly Gomcr. 
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eldest son, and the nephew of # Shcm, and the language of those 
princes, called ‘ Saturn an^L J upiter, w no passed for great deities 
among th£ anciints.” Caesar touches lightly on the origin of 
the Gauls ; Vlte merely says, that, according to tlic tradition of the 
Druids, they we&e desetoded from Pluto, “ that they had as- 
sumed the name of CcltJj, and* that the Romans ^iStec^Lfhem 
j^auls.”* J . 

Whatever may lifiTO jfeen the •origin of the Gauls, the! fiave 
,been ever know* as a Brave and* warlike peopfe. In the reign 
of Tarquin ilfe elder,' king of R#n^,»590 years before the birth 
of Christ, Bellovcsus and Sigovgsus, sons of ^mhigatus, left 
their native country, with a numerous horde of^ Gauls, in order 
to seek new territories for the overgrown pppulation of their 
country, which, little cultivated, (for tire # Gauls were iu 
general too warlike- to pursue the arts if agriculture,) failed 
at different period* tyjbe sufficient for their support Then 
war, and rapine, and',conquest became the resources of thcs£ 
hard* people, and at the period in question, (590 Hi C.) fiel- 
lovesus, 'charmed with the accounts he luuHieard of Ijie fertility 
rtf Italy, crossed flie Alps, with ii disorderly hut brave arnyy 
’who took 'possession of the north of Italy, giving it the. name 
of Gallia Cisalpina. His brother Sigovesus directed liis^stcps 
eastward, traversed Gerfo*ny # «and sqjttled on 4lie Danube, in 
Hungary, extending his raj ages into Greece. Th% descendants 
of these Gairis proved one# of* the bitterest enemies of the Roman 
empire in alter times. 9 9 

About ifco years after the .settlement of Bellovesus in the 
nortff of ltaty,^Brenflus led hi« victorfous troops fven to Jlome 
itself. *N 


The subjugation of the Guqjs occupied Cytsar and his lPgionl 
about ten years; ewn during the time of Augustus Cassar, 
Gaul contained no less than sixty great divisions *of people andi 
territory , ^fhich among (hem, were called cities or societies. 

Jill ins Cresar divided Gaul rqjo four #reat produces: viz. 

C Containing thj^^s^inces aftcrwafds 

J galled AlSace , Lorraine, jfacardtc, 
(■\LLfA BeLGICA y *- 


]/ GkSiUpapne, Isle-&e-l^rmice y and part 
of the. Low Countries. • 


i. ° 

• M r Containing Lan^uedoc^ 
Gallia Nabb$|nsis } pUn ^ ^ Savoie . 


Provetftf* Dau- 
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Gallia Aquitania 


( Containing Poitou , Gacagne> Auvergne tf 
c Sain tony e, G^umne, BfrH, Limousin , cfr. 
or ^ Containing Lyonnais , f j^rame^JF, ranc/u- 
< Corntt , Smtnois, past of *.' Normandie 


Gallia Celtica, 

^ Lugdunensis , . # . 

(. and Switzerland, wt 

f JThe .Romans retained the disturbed possession of this 
cojvjLry for*the period of 200 years, wi s en Gau^was assailed hy 
somijf) rof those numerous natiops, * mjaiiy drgvg the Ro- 
mans, H not only from their conquests*' but fqnn Rome itself., 
• The most formidable of *heso, as relates to Gayl, were the 
_ Franks, who eventually hccaipe masters of the beautiful country 
now called France, to which- they gave its present namtu The 
Franks were a brave and hardy people, who elected a chief, the 
most gallant of thedp countrymen, to conduct them to conquest, 
each clan, however, continuing under its own particular leader ; 
these leaders received lands as th$ just reward of their valour; 
lut as it became necessary, for the general good, and for the 
preservation of a//, that each should give his assistance incases 
,, of common -danger, those upon whom lands uefe.. bestowed 
jwerc bound to assist the chief, to whom all leaked for protection, 
either by liis personal services in the field, or b^ ‘sending a 
portir Y of those individuals who depended upon him, to share 
the dangers apd perform those services to which they had 
hound themselves, when their particular leaders granted them 
portions of those lauds, which the chief had bestowed upon 
those uuder whose banners the conquests had been made. To 
be more* clear upon this subject, — «. \t* 

c The. chief V&towed lands upop the coinmaudcrs'' under him ; 

The commdndcrs again divided these lands among /heir fol- 

‘ 

The chief exacted certain services from the commanders, and — 

The £ommaadei$ claimed from their followers certain services 
likewise, generally of a military character, thougfc % .jji after 
times, when tjie feudal system became mpre organized, these 
f services sometimesjwfre 4 a more*' peaceable character^, such, for 
c instancy as^St73syiii^Stee particul&r dish, *m so many hawks, 
t the entertainment during so mtfcy .(fays of the chief or king, 
&c. 1 . 1 *\ 

Hcqf ^ it was that, h this course of time, Fraace, as. well as 
the other countries of Eurqp&, was divided intf Jb many inde- 
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' pendent principalities, comtes, or dutches ; for as these nobles 
grew strong, the^shook their all/giance to their chief, or 
king, against whom they frequently* made war : in propess of 
time they claimed th<* privilege of life and death over their 
followers, whom distress! or the lawless spirit of the times ^ad 
compelled to* attach themselves* to some powerfuf^iwa'jet, for 
protection ifgai^st the wmnny of some other powerful It; dpr. 
The tillets^jf the grduij were glad at any rate to secui&iheir 
dives, not only ^lgagiiff to d^ cV^tain services* but eventually 
they gave uj* their right# as free meto^and became slaves: hence 
society was divided into four clasps; the nobles^ the slaves , the 
villainy and the free men. • • 

The nobles were, as we have seen, origir^lly generals or 
commanders of small bands under one clnfefj as their power 
increased, their demands increased likewile, as we have already 
shown. They coined money, claimed total independence, with 
the privilege, which th$y also exercised, of making war the one 
upoiL the other ; of life and death over their slaves a»d of con- 
ferring-. uppTl their heirs all those rights and- privileges whioh 
they enjoyed, vid«ven made their’ dignities hereditary. 

* The slatte were those unhappy persons who were, taken pri- 
soners in war, and their families inherited this bitter por Jt>n of 
slavery, aggravated by fheir loping entirely at Jjie will, even of 
life and death, and worse, # the use of the torture, Joy their un- 
feeling masters. 

The villains were that* class of men, who were tenants of 
these haugbfy nobles ; they paid a certain rent, and *\hey en- 
joyed the product of their labours without molestgtfon; unless, i 
as it frtqucntly happened;, some neighbouring ldM, at enmity 
with the liftidlprd of the villain * invaded hi.^ farm, and oarrie£ 
him off captive hi^ family, dn order to be revenged of the 
noble who had offended him. Hgncc it sometimes arose, that, 
the villviy Vould sell himself, in order to claim the protection of 
his Ibrd, who, interested in «the security of hys slave, would 
perhaps fpgl himself little, interested in thejife or fate of die 1 
villain .* 

The free men were thj4 wJft* possessed landed property, and 
had a right to bequeath* if to their relations they were per- 

* Perhaps th^arter of liberty fos safety has given rise to Ae*prescnt 
ignominious meityhg attached, to the word villain . 
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mitted to carry aims, a ml had besides the privilege of bearing 
armorial distinctions; heiVc they mayfic i 1 filiated the yt'nhy 
— the People— of those day’s. Sonic of tl.cin rented farms, and 
thftse persons were occasionally called uflbn to *do Sfome sort of 
sewice forjjeir landlords, suel^ as f ploiphing, reaping, &e. jkc. 

Tke Ai*st jjrcat shock to this IfcudalToowcr was given by the 
towlis and cities, which, as they infcrT ased in^vealth 'and irrt- 
portsUc, gradually coinpcll(^*t^e lore ' urnTbaionss* who exer- 
cised feudal authority over tl^jin, to gi>v up tfieir rights, and, 2 
among these, the Italian cities «-ct the example. These particu- 
lars are necessafy, because, urtil the period of the French revo- 
lution, no county rctahied ’more of the opnfessive rights and 
customs of this feudal sy §tem than France; but they w ere all 
wept away by th$ r^o)iition of 1793 and following years; not a 
trace of them mmiins^m France, except in the historic page. 

But the actors in the revolution of 1793 .and subsequent years, 
were not consent to ameliorate the condition of the people; the} 
were not content to femme the dangerous parls of the fabric of 
k tllcir'ancicpt constitution, or ponder upon the more expert’ means 
of.rcm<tving those parts that, were unsuitable f» Cke genius of the 
.age, vyjiohad brought forward liberty, and placed hrt-'bcfove the 
eyes of the people. No : they commenced their operations l>y 
striking at the foundation of thal. edifice which the; had been 
accustomed look up* to with veneration ; and the King che- 
rished institutions of* their ancestors, ’ ’c faced and disfigured as 
they certainly were, by many monstrous deformities, instead of 
being judiciously removed, and replaced by others oi more sim- 
?plicitV> and of a pmer nature, or such rejhurs effected as \Vbuld 
/•have rendered them beautiful U> the kind’s eye, and sanitary to 
Ae effinmunity at ltrgc, were at ope blow levellcd*wit1i the dust. 
From these ruins arose law lesS licence an(\ Jikertinism, accom- 
panied by tlieir usual gorgon Ulendants, irreligion and cruelty. 
Liberty, appalled, fled affrighted, and despotism rei^tatb trium- 
phant in her place for a Reason, tf imtil weeping humanity sought 
# aghin for rcligioj^ -^y^rty, and brought them, trembling in- 

* deed, ftjpi their lilding-ptuce. Ordenfollowcft close upon their 

• steps, yet, ever ^md anon, misrftfe <Jart$d forth, and upset the 
fabric of civil order which the yirtucs’of the land were endea- 
vouring i> raise. At lfcngth,Jiqw r c\er, assisted ^patience and 

t perse vendee** they contrived to erect a comt$u4um, by which 
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every inAmduttl of Trance is 'protected l»y the same laws, and is 
permitted to word! his IMaker afler/thc forms of Lis own par- 
ticular ftii.tli. With' all (these advantages, the government of 


France may />c # prono Sneed sk much a military as a judicial go- 
vernment, it.beiflg divided fitjfc as many sub-mil tary gm9m- 


vernment, it.beiflg di vis 
ments as tljffcre jrc depari 


r r 

lumcnls. 

vrv 


ments as tl/jre jrc depajflmenJs. When th£ French^” overmen t 
taut up \he ancient provnceJinto departments, it •seems t<> Have 
Avoided a^much as poAiblc ^lt^ncicnt linos of geognphical 
division; for tlfe departments hi* so intermingled amf inter- 


as podublc 
a deplrlnic 


woven that* although (here are'tnany that can be properly said 
to he wholly formed of portions ol*siich ami suJ.i provinces, u-t 
there are others tvducli ean only bt\ assigned tr*u particular pro- * 
viuce, because its larger proportion can there he found. 'The 
following table will tlieiefore be eimsid wi *s giving the gent- 
•rally accepted division. In the description of each department, 
its actual and true •composition, if that expression "may V* 
used,- will he detailed. « The annexed historical description will 
poiftt out *\i the same time the progressive aggrandisement of the 
French nbmarehy during the reign of the third qx (htpetiau race* 
of the kiiijrty n- ranee, whose limited* possessions, surrounded by 
those of haughty and aspiring independent princes, inadr^them,' 
in fact, hut nominal superiors, who, instead of eommanding tlie • 
services oftheir nobles aipl vflfsals, lip* such tlxA' professed to he, 
were frequently compelled to submit to ‘dictation from their pre- 
tended subjects; their J mi tod power vva* unequal to ju*otei:l 


their pon^ subjects, the people, from oppression, rp to carry 
into effect am* act of Iegislati«n*for the amelioration of their suf- 
ferings. Iir })toeesR # of time, however, the monsjjchs of*francc^ 
became, jp their turns, nAstersp and life former. high spirited in-^ 
dcjiendent n?d)ility of Franc*? trembled at flie frown, or Rashid 
in the sun-shinefof covAl smiles and favours. Their preseufstate 
will be described in its proper place. 



TABLE IDF THE *tfSfl)RR’AL AND 'MODERN ..DIVISION OF FRANCE. 


TOf»0(IR\rmt AL HISTORY OF FRANCE 




P0LU1CAL DIVISIONS. 


*27 




wn Miiikrv Division’ or }'k\x(f.« (Oiiti/mett. 


2 s 


TOPOC.' RAl’If ICAL IIISTORV OF TRANCE.. 




POLITICAL DIVISIONS. 


i *4 

g »\ Wi 

uhUi 

■ 3 « 5\2 Jr *2 »<£ o 

>pq j 


.12 / 
g \ , • £ 

V) ' ^ *4 ea 

3 l ^ I s a "I n 

*s i tccjuot:^ 

£ c. Ks , E.a ,wrt .cK 2 
O >» o > .a**ac 3 as H £ — 
t-j ca /• Ph < ■< h u ijt 


*$• » e» «ao»> cn co 

8 . 3 «S 2 i-^ as 

HO WO 1-T*V OOW* U WN 

NX 5 SO O n I— ^t* 

weo^ps eo « <m Hd?? 


^ £ CO 


TM <5 CO ® CO CO ©,«N CO 
<c >n MinciscfTMi' 
in »7 — » ^ «"■ * - «— i’* co 
rf «o ‘^•sVr' jo qcpd ^ 4 ' 
•— c- o* ■ «. cs « So « 
io oj ^ e»„ ^ .-■ oj oi co 


J * s O : j» * Cu 

/ ao^ U.^cs 2 

£ a a J ca t- • z > ^ 

■Z^^HOC^HOCtfl c/5 

.. < o o u< o < > -! 

OJQJCSJH< P 9 


.s 3 -?.- 3 -s 5 

! - £* i-s » 

| .£ ^*“.2 a "B 

if-l i • S‘ 3 . 8 - 


Ms- 

3 <® ft* 2 


« i b*io 2 O • 

■S^O 

stsMi ; 
SL<j 2 :sf l* 3 <.s ^3 

S 3 H co • 


-§»«•( 
a*o : 


£ 

C* 



TABLE of THfc Historical and Modern Vn vision of France, continued. 


30 


TOPOGRAPHICAL HISTORY OK FRANCE. 




FRENCH COLONIES AND SETTLEMENTS IN AFRICA. 


POLITICAL DIVISIONS. 




3 2 


TOPOGRAPHICAL HISTORY OF FRANCE. 


SECTION Hi. 

‘ • • 

GOVERNMENT OF FRANCE. 

' « 

Tiftf govjmmenf-of France is that of a limited, rponarchy; , 
it may also ho denominated elective, since th**kiAg fs styled^ 
King of tin- French , an cxp*cssiv>n which implies a king by theL 
choice ftf the people. The principal bod ies of die state consist > 
of the Chambrr dcs Pairs, (th(‘ house of Lords,) and the Chamhre 
ilcs He put is, which, with the king, constitute the legislative 
1 iOwer. , •• ^ T r 

The power of the monarch consists in his r.ght to pardon of- 
fenders, to make .war or peace, to appoint his own ministers, 
name ambassador amt” oilier public functionaries; he cun also. 

(| issuhe the Chamber of Deputies at hF plfasuic, hut he must 
call a new parliament within three months after its dismissal 
The land ‘and sea forces. are at his command; and he posse ses 

* thP power pf issuing nrtUna aces ,— orders in council, — and of cxci* 
cising many other privileges vested in the crotvri." The consent 
of the, three bodies of the legislature must all concur before 
any measure can he legally carried into execution. 

Chamber of a’flrs —The pen-, Ji France are far from en- 
joying the privileges which, as we June shown in life earlier 
ages of the monarchy; were little inferior to those of ^he monarehs 
thcniselvps. A slight sketch of theorise and fall of tlu c part of 
the legislative power of France *wijl he interesting, to the young, 
Vor wfUse perusal these details are chiefly ifitendgd.. 

The peerage of Franco has been, turns, a dignity purely 
nom ill'll ; a judiciary function; a .power derived frariT \ assalage 
to the monarch ; an honorary attribute, giving 'place to the par- 
I’amcnt; in short, a legislatiie chamber, fonning an integral 
part of the monarcliv. / • • 

* Tlic denomination of fioprs of Jounce, a title which ascends to 
the* most distant pt*i*^\ wqfs far fronr having, und^i <the kings 

* of the tv*a first dynasties, tlie acceptation of moilem times. The 
1 term jxvr, introduced in the tenth Ventury, was applied to the 

vassals of the same ami, and designated an equality of rights. 
Among' Ike Franks, evi*ry free citizen was to. judged by his 
.peers (hi^s^uals) ; hut this right applied more -particularly to 
the military. 
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> The House of Peers did nth exist among that warlike people, 
but it WlovM f h^ creation of nobility. In the early ages of the 
monarchy^ eitry employment, every public dignity and office, 
nobility itself, VpLS perdb^xl ; but, in the sequel, they became ter- 
ritorial, and Jfcovgt die period of Charles le Chauve to the efta- 
, blishment. tj « the Commons, m the reign* of Louis Vi., it 
IVftS the estate jSWch gave the fitlc. louring the first epoch, the 
right of administering justice •wjjls inherent # in the Mobility. 

» When the feudal system was at itsjieiglit, the peerage became 
a dignity attache! to ihc possessing of a fief, which gave tlie ' 
right of exerciritfw justice, conjointly with ift peers, in the 
assizdl of the su^jJor fief *As the imAiarcliy jnereased, and it* 
power became efficient, 1 the qualification of Pam - de France was 
derived from the monarch, and towards the # end of the sixtji 
century six peers alone had that privilege. At the coronation 
of Pkilifftc Auyustc, .tj}c . peers of France figured away for the 
first time at a public* cpremony, as great officers of the crown*; 
ahd; for tl^e first time likewise, archbishops and biffhops were 
Endowed with the same prerogative and ftie’samc privileges*!!^ 
<he lay peers, ^mdj like tlicm, they w^re six in number, These 
twelve peers, vassals of the king, were bound to servcyn^iis 
army and in his feudal court. They were their own judges in , 
all that concerned their «i flairs ^ind thosettjf their lord the 

king, aitd from whom thei* decisions derived their fiilhoritN . It 
is rather- carious that, itt*a country wlitfc the Salic law pre- 
vailed, /omen, who, in (lefjjuilt of heirs male, had succeeded to 
the tore tit any one of these ppemges, had the rijjht to^sit in this 
high court, •aiyl to give an opinion on the judgments tlyft wertf 
passed by it; but when *ttte quality (tf paire was no longer at- 
tached to*The possession of. a fief, women lost this prrrile^. * 
In 1207, undef *ljc reign of * Philijtpe le Bel , the peers were 
united to the parliament, each peer being lfbt only considered jjs 
feudatoiy of the first lqjdship of the kingdom, but as a member 
of &e first body ofi the sthte/« # Until # 1 505, the*dignity of peer* 

• had been \on fined to princes of the blood *. 't was after wards*ex 
tended to prinefs unailied to the crown, livid, in 15ofl, it 
bestowed on Anne de Monti, hSency, Constable ^ndYlrand Master* 
of France; and, from this ‘period, it was frequently bestowed 
upon private gbntjemen. Yet* in the s8quel, the pe«*sd)ecamc 
passive membtis of the government^ and, in fact.V^y possessed 
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little more than their title, when the revolution of 1789 $wcpt 
away ctcn this distinction, which was, follow;*! by the abolition 
of royalty itself. ' J . 

The govern in ent, called Convention^ in~titutecl a second cham- 
ber, called lea Anciens. During the Consulate a^/l the Empire , 
a Senate was substituted for the Anciens . In 181^ the Senate 
was replaced by the Chajpbre dv Pains, In IH^K^he hereditary^ 
peerage was abolished, as vjpll as all rigm of prkttogcniture. 
The peerage of trance has, <f consequently, became what it for- 
merly was, a mere personai distinction, witii f \his difference, that 


it is no longer confined to {lie military, |)u 4 , is open to all 
B whose talents and conduct have dip* inguisljcd them among their 
fellow-citizens, and rendered thuu eligible inOlie opinion of the 
crown to enjoy this rank in society. 

The Chamber of P^crs is convoked wlipn the king assembles 
the Chamber of Deputies; and without Jliis summons, a peer 
would be refused admittance at the door of the Chamber. 
Their sittings arc public. The king appoints a Chancellor or 
r Speaker of the house, but lie need not be a peer. The. Cham hi ■■ 
of Peers tries all cases of high treason a gain si tin state ; indeed, 
ill^dujies arc now principally con lined to its legal- functions. 
The’ bills, wIhmi they have passed through the lower house, are 
sent up to them^or their sanction •-hj^they seldom ci>*er into any 
political discussion ; the hills arc generally passed without com- 
ment. Since the celebrated speech ,T M. Chateaubriand in 
1830, no one peer has made any oratorical display. 

No peer can be arrested hut by the authority of. tile Chamber 
<*of Peers ; aiir 1 lie must, as in England, be tripd by his peers, 
(originally meaning equality from pairs,) 

'• Cr amber of Deputies. — This ph amber is combed of 430 
members, chosen from the eighty -six departments. The sittings 
are septennial. The President, or Speaker, is chosen by the king, 
irom in e members nominated by the Chamber. When {lie king, 
'through his minister, presents a ^ew‘ law t<* the Chamber, ‘it is 
'examined by the nyic bureaux, or special committees appointed ■ 
for this purpose ; if jlfcc or more of these buretfyx Approve of the 
law in question, it is laid before t£.e Chamber by the rapporteur. 
Neither tlie Chambtjj of Peers nor the Chamber of Deputies can 
propose* a^law, except o.i the subject of taxation* Onc^half of 
^the membgn^nust be present. to constitute a hous& Their sittings 
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i 'Ate public; but, at the suggestion of five members, it can resolve 
itself into a. committee, and exclude strangers. 

* The different members, called cabinet ministers , arc nine in 

number, viz. f 

1. Minister^)/ .Finance. — The functions of this minister are 
known bj a l&s title: lie reccive£*and pays all monies connected 

*wijth the’exponchs of the state. • f • 

2. Mmij ietLjrf the Interior .- rllis duties are most important 

»and extensive. is in correspondence wfth all th^ civil 

.authorities throughout !he kingdom. • H e superintends all those 
arrangements aiyK^aistil^itions, upon which the .safety, comfort, 
and pAisperitwit tljfc nation depends, viz. : the national guard, 
police, prisoiw, avd all persons connected wifli them *, public 
roads, bridges, mines ; the theatres, the press, <S:e. ; the payment 
of the Protestant clergy are under his #ont?ol; and, as these 
multifarious duties *\pukl exceed the powers of one rnaij, he has 
directors under him, \fcho transmit to his inspection document# 
confining the particulars necessary for the tliorougli understand- 
ing of eacl*of these several duties. • . • f 

• 3. Minister mf *htstiec .— This minister takes cofpii Alice of alf* 


those affalis which, in England, come under the juris* 
die secretary of the home department. 



4. Minister of Marirtt g/njl JJoionies. — As hh^itle imports, he 
has the direction of every rfiing connected with the navy and the 
colonies ; and the galley skives, after they arrive at the sea-ports, 
arc under h?s superintemfenec ; previous to this moment, they 
are imjJertiA! charge of the Sinister of the Interior. 4 5 * 7 * 9 

5. Minister oj Foreign A fairs. — His duties competed ^ 

with ambassadors, and the^p members of the govtfnment*whose 
duties appi^to foreign affairs^sfleh as consul passports, 

(>. Minister of JFdr v — Every •thing relating to the military 
a (lairs of the kingdom. 

7. Miyifter of Evdmastival Affairs . — This minister cor- 

responds with die pope directly^ no bull nor britf cun be pub- • 
lished in .France without, bis permission" and he enjoys *ht* 
extraordinary pri^lege of .nominating arclili^hops, bisliyis, and # < 

:)ther clerical functionaries) astwell as supAin tending the whole I 
of the affairs and cxpences connected with t^tfledrals, churches* 
convents* See. S*c. 
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8. Minister of Public Instruction .— This minister’s duties are , 

eon lined *to the secular instruction of the people, and all the 

cxpences connected with this important department of.^pencti- 

turc. The privileges are very great : lietis grand mister of the 

university, confers diplomas in law and physic, Authorizes the 

opening of all boarding schools lor girls as well asVrys, Ac. foe. 

The Minister of Ecclesiastical Affairs,* and the Mfijic^v of Public* 

Instruction, arc generally vested in the same persp*/. 

!). Minister of Commerce, and M tt n v fa ctu K^r ~ -H is duties are, 

multifarious. Fairs, markets, assurjnc^blliceKy exchange- 

brokers, patents; foe. ; in short, all object* cofilw^ in the slightest 

wlegrce under titles of commerce and manumefctffr, are, to tluiv 

most unlimited nature, under his superinteuuliicc.r 

The cxpences of these several government departments are 

presented by their respective cabinet ministers to the (1iam r 

her of Deputies. # f * 

* There is also a Cimseil d'Elat , the members of which are 

nominated by the king. This council discusses all j)rojcii\M* lot 

^brforc they Are presented to the Chamber of Deputies*: thfci* 

sVvcral duties generally are divided into sections, .viz.: 

/ril'y Legislative Section , whose duties are obvious. • " 

'fti'e Section of Interior and Commerce , whose avocations are 

connected withvlmt part of the clutool' Minister of dhc Interior, 

which relatc # to bridges, public works/ Ac. * 

Section of Finance, v\ hicli takes cognizance of custom house 

duties, Ac. Ac. r \ 

Sectiih of War and Marine superintends all that 1 relate to the 
* f * 

farmland naoy. 

The king lias also a Ppvtj Councils, but they are seldom called 
fcilo action. 

The Audit Office examines l\\ the accouptsiof every part of 
the governmerii. t « 

The judicial organization in France composed of 4ke Com 
‘ de Cassation , Jtfid a Cour de Compiles,' (the Chamber of Acctfunts, 

1 some what like ou£ fixcliequer,) sitting at Paris; ttventy-seven 
Cours floyales, sit/ifg in different towns, w^iclt will be mcn- 
1 tioned hereafter ; Tnribunaux de^premiere instance , sitting in the 
principal towns ft of/ the arrondissemenls or subprefecture; the 
Cburs, PfivotaleSy sitting in the principal towns Vf every depart- 
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ment; the Tribjinaux de Commerce , scattered through the prin- 
cipal cities of France; and the Juyes de Paix , established in 
every canton. 

La Cour d(& Cassation was constituted by the Constituent 
Assembly ; tampered, as it is, >y the promulgation of the Code 
Napoleon , wliieji completed the judiciary reform, it«s one of the 
finest instt^fitiorfs of modern times. There was formerly neither 
uniformity iu?r v harmony in the* administration of justice in 
France. Evcrf jtoawjyc was governed by its own jurisprudence , 
and custom*, oftentimes diametrically opposite to each other. 
The re-organ iz;|f foil o\these trilfinials of justice, destroyed the 
ancicSt feucJTf t fl*risdictions, and confirmed t# every citizen, of 
every part m the kingdom, the rigfits and benefits of common 
law, leaving to each one, at the same time, his natural judge*. 
•The supreme tribunal, la Cour de Cassation , provides against the 
exercise of any of* the# tribunal authority which mighf milita*' 
against the administnflitjn of public justice, or the sound doc- 
trifWsMnd principles of the law. The power of the Cour m dc la 
r Cassation' consists in annulling the decrees of the oourt§ of justlff? 
and the judy mbits */iren finally hy the' other tribunals , 
as mill tart/, when they shall contain any opposition' to tfarfSmv', 
cither as to forms, or as to the sentence they shall pronounce. 

For cxrfhiple, in the *832, when a fearful mettle took 
place at the funeral of Aencral Lamah/ue , two Courts-martial 
were instituted to try, by tjie decrees of these courts, the offenders 
who hac/ljceii taken; two parsons were condemned to death, one 
to lyW labouPfor twenty years,* and one to tw odours imgrison-^ 
ment. On thc^Oth^Junc, the# courts were suddenly hnfken up 
by the Cour de Cassation, find tj>eir seiftenees reversed as ijjt^;#. , 
In the Cmfr de Cassation , and in all the tlours Roy ales, there 
are procureurs JlnbquiC, and awcats ymeraux: tfip former fix the 
day, and sjgri the order, for the Accution (flf judgment," and tlft* 
latter $inn up the evidence previous to the sentence being pro- 
nounced in court. 9 

• The Gif^rs Royales , o? which them an ’twenty-seven, eon- # « 
stitutg the admii^strative 'justice of the kinvrdom, gvil ifi well as< 
criminal; their sittings pic liefd in the folkVvi^g towns:— Agfen, 
Aix, Ajaccio, Amiens, Angers; Besan^, Bordeaux, Bourges, 
Caen, Oolmar, # ^>uon, Douai, Crgioble, Limoges, Ljftn, Metz, 
Monpellier, NifRc^ Nimes, Orleans, Paris, Pau, Poiiidfs, Rcuncs ,• 
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ltiom, Rouen, and Toulouse ; and, in the other departments, 
Courts of Assizes are held, over which a member of. the Court 
Rogales presides. 

• France is divided into eighty-six departments, uwhitrii are sub- 
divided into 362 arrondissements or districts, 2-84 attcan tons, and 
39,381 connpunes. '* 

The prefect is the chief magistrate of the *dcp«*'.ment ; he 
is assisted by a conceiller de pr-tfictnre : his dutic!>Wilsist of the 
surveillance of every tiling .relating to Jthe eivil and political 
economy of the deparlmefil; and all tijfc rfUhordi.iary officers 
receive their orders from him; while In' reccttps his from the 
Minister of the I Ulterior {Clone. • •» 

The sub-prefect’s authority extends over an anon dissem cut; 
and that of the i^ayok over a commune, the smaller division 
of the department. ° 

All tffrse persons receive salaries. 

The law courts, Premiere Instance , aro*'3GI in number ; they 
sit every uay in the year, except Sundays, and try miil«**;ri- 
v mfual offences. Thfc members of these courts have a Vacation of 
six^eeks in the summer. * ' ■ 

*>^o\,vcry tribunal of the Premiere Instance , a procu, rnr du roiy 
or king’s attorney general is attached : these officers are hound to 
sec the judgmelfcs of the yourt they are attached car- 

ried into execution. 

The tribunals of life simple police, JVhieh take cognizance of 
minor ofTences, can impose small fines on offenders, \ and can 
order imprisonment for a certain i) umber of days, a nOt*e£n^ed in g 
‘•'five (Jays. * ». t 

The Juges de Pair aro 2,846 in number ; tliey are a kind of 
civil "magistrate; these somewhat, resemble our justices of the 
peace ; they decide matters of thnall debt, apd frequently inter- 
fere and conciliate the parties; or persuade them to submit their 
cause to arbitrament. There is a tril^final of police«-ia each 
^canton, over vftiicli a June de P*i{x {) resides ; his office is tb see 
that no one interferes in the prosecution of the laws, or any 
‘infractifn of the law A the cleanliness of the st^eefe, &c. &c. 

There is in cvyry fown a comnhssary of police, who receives a 
salary according to /die means of .the population. 

In S83»2, the diflereht specie^ of crimes, m»oi>» which* the sen- 
tence of <io?th might he passed, were fixe? ai thirty-seven in 



jGOVK UNMEET OF FRANCE. 39 

number ; and the mode of death for each and all of these is by 
the guillotine. 

The .second penal punishment of France is that of condemna- 
tion to the ‘galL^s, eitfigr for life, or for a certain number ol 
years. The prisoners are condemned to hard labour, eitlici®on 
shore, at tlic^principal sea-porK, or in floating hulks. The sea- 
ports toVi.^h-the convicts*arc sent are Toulon , lives te, Rochefort , 
and V Orient.- ^ * • • 

The prison app r ^pripled for these malefactors is called Ic 
hagne ; it alftays fojrm* a part of a citadel on the sea-coast. It 
consists of a kind' of biWracks, la*gc and well aired. The pri- 
st# \ers*l]avinfV‘aTtv , ed from the Hicetrc, chained two and two 
together, are’ brought to the sea * shore, surrounded by a 
strong guard of soldiers; they are then unnamed, their old 
clothes are taken from them and burnt; fliey are then plunged 
several times into the»saa r after which ablution they arC \ i si ted 
by a surgeon, who ascertains tlicir state of health and if they 
are «&icte<^ with any disease, they arc sent la the ho^rital; the 
rest arc- chained two together, and sent into the Mgry. Thd$;» 
dress consists ctf a dark red jacket and' checked pantaloons, \ipon 
which appear the letters ual. : a yoarse shirt, and heavy 
If the man be condemned for life, his cloth cap is green ; if for 
a shorter period, it is c fail: 'red. If he be el a SPed among the 
indocile* f ike sleeves of his jacket arc brotvn ; if, onthe contrary, 
lie obtain^tljp title of rprJ^cs, that is to sav* if he conduct him* 
self well, /lie will only wear ihe iron ring round the an^le, and 
its bolfcor peg.® The chain which unites them together is ter- 
minated by a«rii)g consisting of Rwo parts, which adapts itwelf to 
the ankle, and which is clofed bj a ri vetted peg : it consists 
eighteen lin^ six inches long*, and it weiglfs altogether aliout 
fourteen pounds a half: they frequently attach it to their 
waist by a tyook. Perhaps the moA galling ^iart of the punish-* 
ment isftlvis inseparable union of two persons, often of the most 
opposite tempers and* dispositions Tlrtyr bedding* consists of a < 
mattress, oufled strqpontin , 0 * ind a coarse woollen coverlet; c\ery 
three years thia blanket is* changed: but m*cases^of Attrcme 
moral turpitude, and a .determination of uie^ prisoner to be 
obstreperous and unruly, |iis bed is n.eitber njpic nor less tliaif a 
sloping stone, at^k^jfoot of which ryns an iron rod, JLo #hith he 
is fastened by yhejfoot. The hour^ of labour are ftom day- 
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break to six o’clock in the evening. The persons appointed to 
superintend the prisoners at their work are called gardes - 
chiournm (guard of the crew) ; and each of these has gonerally 
five or six couple to overlook : they ma*ch to ti;e sound of the 
pijflb and drum *, he is responsible for them uintte they return. 
Thirty ounecs of bread, forty-eight centlitres (hundredth part Of 
an English quart) of wine, four ounces of bcahs; soupe d 
rhuile , constitute their ordinary fare. If they.Jmve*the means 
to pay for it, they may get* a mess of bfoth, with vege- 

tables, for five centimes, and a portion ormcfit for Yen centimes, 
at the canteen. The most profound silence is imposed upon 
them in their steeping apartments. < * 

The escape of a prisoner is announced by three distinct cannon 
•shot: if he appafir before the last cannon, he receives the pu- 
nishment of the bastonnade ; besides which, he is either put in a 
dungeon, or wears a double chain, or he L hand-cuffed. But if 
lie be not taken until after this time, he is delivered over to a 
marine cburt-martial, for the bayiws are under the (gdcripwf ' the 
^•Minister qf the Marine. If lie he condemned for a certain time,, 
t^ period is extended three years longer ; and' if lie be there 
he is condemned pi wear a double chafn for three 

years. 

Females, whose crimes stand Tierct to those fo? which the 
sentence of Meath is passed, are not, of course, sent to the galleys; 
their punishment is in such cases soljfrary imprisonmnent. 

Besides the prisons which will be mentioned unc^f the head 
Paris , and those which are' necessarily dispensed throughout 
* France, thefr: are nineteen maiso-ns centrales, uid in these are 
^confined all persons of- either, sex, ^liose crimes exceed the pu- 
nishment of one year’s imprisonment. They arelSf two classes, 
one for the women and one'' for the *mcpr. € All persons con- 
c demned to iinprisbnment a/e compelled to labour; those who 
do not know a trade are taught onfr The prisoners ‘are pro- 
r vided with beds, blanket, and, Clothes, by the government: they 
all attend divine* sprvicc once a week, in tv chape? attached to 
the pflteon. It is Calculated that the expe^ce individually of 
this class of prjsoi*;rs amounts lo about fifty-eight centimes and 
a Traction (about sixpence) daily. ‘ t 

MYnAr offences ana misdemeanors are puui^ed bylines and 
imprisonment, imposed af the discretion of ^le^idges. In 1830 
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•it was decreed tliat all cases of libel should be tried at the 
assizes by a -jury. ^Political crimes and offences are tried by the 
dhambre yles Pairs .* • 

The establishment of*Jvial by jury forms a memorable epoch 
in the legislative history of France. It is not necessary, as jn 
- England, that the jury should be unanimous it? their flecisioA ; a 
majority 'of ^iveirto five, bf a law of 1835, is sufficient to acquit 
or condemn a prisoner, and the, verdict is given by ballot. 
•The travelling e*pew;es of a juron are paid, but he receives 
no remuneruAion for liis trouble. \{ a witness be of any 
trade, and he be compelled to employ a workiflan during his 
abseneffin lieTv r bi*Jiiinself, he receives Hie valge of two days' 
labour daily ; but if lie do not emplof a substitute, then lie re- 
ceives as for one day’s labour, as his own r<gnnneration ; the, 
judge, however, decides in these cases ; lfls travelling expenees 
. arc likewise paid, if lit* lye at a distance from the court. • 

But the French jurisprudence lacks one item to make it equal to* 
that*of ■flngjjind — an act of habeas corpus, wjiieh is considered a 
second magna char (a , as far as relates to tlnf liberty of the ttob- 
# jeet. This act^hoflld be understood by man, woman, # and ch ;1 *, 
for it is out of the grand bulwarks of personal and the # elbr - 
national liberty in England ; it has many clauses, which may 
be reduced* to these. prisoner j;an demand his libera- 
tion upoifbail, or a free,Jft»eration, or 1ms trial, wjfhin a given 
time, viz. extending between one assies and another. In 
eases of high treason* and rebellion this habeas corpus has been 
suspended for ft short time; tyit*this infringement has always 
been* jealously jpatclfed by tht subject; and to*prevenp any f 
underhand or iniquitous connivance between the jailor and the 
plaintiff, of life prisoner, it is Screed “ that ffficers and ketffcrs 
neglecting to male #lue returns, 9r not delivering to the prisoner 
or his agent, within six hours aftc* demand,* a copy of the war- # 

rant of ^commitment ; o% shifting the custody of a prisoner from 

♦ 

/f * • 

■ * Until tji^year 178!), the* punish merit of standing in the pillory was* 
in exercise in Franct? The most celebrated of tle^e pillories was that, 
situated in the Can-eaux des Jiatys. In 1515,\ZffwrefiA Bayard the 
executioner of public justice! having ascended to the upper part, where 
the prisoners werg exposed Jo public odium, jome of the surrounding 
multitudeVt fire tp the building, and tfie executioner wgs this Himself 
executed. ~ * 
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one prison to another, without sufficient reason or authority, 
(specified in the act,) shall, for the first offence, forfeit £*.100, 
and for the second offence, £.200, to the party aggrieved, 
and he disabled also to hold his office. That no .person once 
delivered by habeas corpus shall be recommitted for the same 
offence, on^penalty of X'.ffOO. Jo return to France: 

The tribunals of commerce are 213 in number; .they consist of 
presidents and judges, chosey among the most respectable of the 
merchants of each city; they receive no emolument, but the 
clerks have a salary. i 

In France no person can be imprisoned for a debt till that 
debt shall have J>eeu fir.,t established by the judgment of «i com- 
petent tribunal. On the other hand, no debtor can obtain his 
Jiberation by the ^un reserved cession of the whole of his property 
to his creditors. Imprisonment ceases at the end of the first 
^ear, if the debt be under 000 francs the end of two years, 
if under 1,000 francs; at the end of threp years, if under 3,000 
francs; at the end of four years, if under 5,000 francs aiul at 
tire end of fiv'c yearn, when the debt amounts to o,000 francs, or 
Upwards. Imprisonment* for rent of rural *]ftopi'rty is disctV- 
*^v^ua s v, at the will of the judge before whom tlio ’trial takes 
. place. The maximum is ten years, by the law of 1H32; the 
discretionary ) ^wer of the judge is limited to live years. Im- 
prisonment fpr debt is not allowed aj. *hc suit of relatives within 
the prescribed law of consanguinity: No persons, who are not 
citizens of France, can sue each other for a debt. They cannot 
arrest, or even sue, unless upon a r bill of exchange br negociable 
•* security. A neasurc, aualagou& to the Knglislj arrest on mesne 

S iroccss, is provided, however, for the security of the French 
realtor against hi , foreign debtoj. If possessed of a commer- 
cial establishment, or of real property in France, he can obtain 
jiis liberation on finding the security of persons domiciled in 
France, and known to be solvent. No person, native or fo- 
reigner, aged .leventy years, can .bp imprisoned for debt. * 
Arrest must not be before sun-rise or after sunset, on fete 
•days, i” buildings dedicated to divine worship* at the seat of 
judgment, rior in any house whatever^ even in the domicile of 
tliei debtor, unless the Juge de Paix of /the place accompany the 
officer . Jlut this he only does ^hen the debtor insists tly? officer’s 
entrance the execution* of his duty. TjbeJaw of arrest for 



GOVERNMENT OF FRANCE. 43 

debt takes foreigners at a disadvantage, by doubling the term of 
imprisonment. Thus an Englishman cannot obtain his liber- 
ation fys.a debt of 500 francs under a period of two years; at 
the end of .four ^ears, •when it does not amount to 1000 francs. 
This was one of Jluouapartc’s Jaws, a law of the rcvolutjpn, 
whiclfdie liberal government of 1800 lias not annulled. * 

State of c rum* in France , in 1 83*2. — According to an official 
statement published in France, 62 charges were tried before 
> the Court of ^s«ize, making an increase of 312 charges a^d 832 
prisoners ujmn those of* 1831, tbouglfdie number of criminals is 
only increased by fifty. The mynber of charges brought for- 
ward ^jf crimes aymimitlcd against persons w^p 1,331; against 
property, 3,005 in number. The proportion of the number of 
the accused to the total of the population is one out of 4,304. 
•In 1831, it was one out of 4,281. The departments of the Seine 
and Corsica furnished tjie greater number of cases, in proportion 
to their population, arid that of the Crease the least, the accused 
being wily^one out of 15,010 inhabitants. Of the accused, 4,540 
could neither read nor write; 2,102 coultf read And write,* but 
ihi perfectly ; 882* Could read and write well ; an! 1 ifl had Y .*n 
educated in a superior manner. Out of the seventy-four jerso" . 
condemned to death, three eommitted suicide in prison ; forty 
were executed; and R^rty-one obtained a tfBlnnmtulion of 
punishmen t. A mcm bqjfa' the Academy of Medline of Paris, 
Dr . Chen/tficrl' lliu! a Jiays-de-Lounj* have declared that, 
within seven years; 273 persons have been tried for poisoning, 
171 of whom* have been acquitted, and 102 condemned. In 
many of these ^Lses,*thc victims escaped death fr<*n the p^seuliaif 
flavour given by die poifbn to the f<#id in which it was con- 
veyed; and'' in some instances, suspicion «w as' excited b^tlu* 
colour it received from «the poisolious ingredients. 

Ministn^of Finance. — The system of taxation in France, as at 
present established, is divided into two channels; those calleJ 
direct , and those called iridim£ taxes ^ The dirett taxes consist 
’of a land’Jax, called impbt fonder , die contribution persontll * 
the contribution ^nobiliere, which come under the saqge class* 
and the tax on doors and ^fhdows, licence dutifes, and mine' 
duties,. ■ # 

The impbt jfneier is a tax levied upon # the value of ponses or 
lands, and it m thus raised The prefect of each department^ 
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having received intimation of the sum required, through the ' 
Minister of the Interior, summons then the sub-prefect and the 
mayor, and they portion ouV the sum to be levied on each indi- 
vidual ; an officer, called repartiteur , which rrftiy be translated 
infe assessor, collects this tax. /Hie land-tax is rated, not upon 
the elk tent of the land, but upon its value, so that in soro* pa fls 
of France, the department of the Settle, for instance, ‘it is three 
times more than in poorer departments ; and this seems the 
most equitable way of taxaiion, for in every respect it is pro- 
portional. 

The contribution person pi lr.- -This is a tax rated upon every 
individual, and ; s equai to three days* labouV; ft must 0 never 
exceed one franc fifty centimes, nor fall short of fifty centimes 
per day, for the tierce days. 

The contribution mbbilurc , is a tax levied upon habitations, 
not upon houses only, at the rate of three p?r tent. ; its maximum 
fs thirty francs, and its minimum five francs. The houses of 
Paris arc built to a great .height, and every story may contitfti a 
separate family, and' each family contributes its quota Of this tax 
above proportion. * ° ‘ c 

sJHit tax* on doors or windows is in proportion to* the popu- 
. lation; that is to say, the proportion in small toirns is lighter 
than in the principal cities; for instance, a house in a commune 
where the population is under 5,000,- ^amld pay one franc sixty 
centimes for a door or gateway, while tJie^same^ tax would 
amount to seven francs and fifty centimes, \lhere the copulation 
amounted to 25,000, and so oil in proportion: this tax is con- 
^finedh’o the householder. * f v 

The licence duties are extensivf and productive, for they 
* extend to every profession and trad* 1 , in various proportions, from 
the merchant, who contributes ’from forty t*r 300 francs, to the 
pedlar, who pays thirty francs-annually. Physician??, surgeons, 
(See., are not exempt; but tbc banter prys 500 francs ilhhually, 
whatever imiy*be the population ftf-the town'in which he resides, 
which is, in other casps, proportioned, its in th^windoVtax. 
u r - The mines, too,«i^e heavily taxed,* for the^ not only pay so 
much for the' extent and value of*\heir interior treasures, but pay 
land-tax for their supcrfices. The pjoduct of these taxes is 
uncertain as to the amount, seldom or never are, two years alike. 
The indirect taxes consist principally of those ltyied on articles 
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of consumption \ juch, for instance, as permits to remove wine 
and spirits from one place to another, upon its sale, &c. 

The. octroi, which is the tax letied of one- tenth upon the 
amount of till pft>visioif!*entering cities and towns. 

TJie duties upoi 4 playing card^ carriages, salt, and gunpowder; 
^ferry-boats, gold and silver, when manufactured; jtlatcd 
articles, stamps; registry* of acts and deeds, Custom-house 
duties, <Scc. ^c., constitute a l&rgc portion o£ the revenues of 
France. But the likewise derives large sums from tilth Post- 
office and uUssagerics, gaming 'houses, and lotteries. The royal 
woods and forests, the salt works belonging to government; the 
monopoly of tolfj^ceo, snuff, iSrc., prod Ace large amounts. The 
lottery alone, in 1829, produced the sum of 12,777,528 francs; 
and, in 1830, the enormous sum of 5,f^)0,00() francs, or 
•i).229,UU>. 13.s., was the amount received from farming thc s 
gaming houses. * • • . ' , 

The amount of the indirect taxes in France, in 1833 and 183*1, 
wjfcrasM’oltyws:— • % 

• ■* *]Kl3. . i 1H34* 

Duties on registering, stamps, and in the ) <- 95 qqq 

registcrhjg in the mortgage office > ’ ’ 

Custom house duties, navigation . .. *. 100,102,000 

Duties on the rousumptioifcof salt when ex- *J07f£#0 
traded upon the coast .TT., $ ’ 

Duties upon/ 1 '" mis. ^ ■.>■?.* * 71,021,00# 

Duties up#i^alt extracted ii^tiie interior . . . 7,331,000 

Divers taxes indirect, public caiyiages, &c.. . 26,401,000 

1’iuduct ofilfc *ile of tobacco , , 72,043,000 

Do.* dejf ganpowder . . . . , . T. 4,553, s«r 
Product of the ftxes on let^n., law, ant^> 32 712 000 
5 percent, upon the conveyance oimoney. > * • 

Product of tlie ta^cs on the crossft-o^tls 1,606,000 

Do. do. % mails and packets. . 1,809,000 

Lottery .. v .. v ? $583,000 

• Total . . . . 578,463,0 W 

Tl^c budget ^)f 1836 is given in at ^the round# sum ol t 
1,994,985,897 francs; iib6uF # eighty-three mjjlions sterling; or 
better than £.2. 12.?. 3^. a 'head for the entire populatidfi of 
thirty-t#o millions of souls. 

The Kino ft the head of the a mV. The Minister of War ? 


104,0** ,000 



51,011,000 


08.244.000 

6.757.000 

25.058.000 
*09,031,000 

3*61, 00(* 

32,032,0^0 

1.503.000 

1.329.000 

70.140.000 


573,949,000 
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who is likewise head of the ordnance department, is the respon- 
sible agent. 

By the third article of the Charter, every Frenchman admitted 
into the army is capable of rising gradui*%, if h*s conduct merit 
the listincliou, to cveTy progressive degree of rank. 

The different ranks in the French army are:— ’ . 
Marechal de France.— This dignity was created in *1 185 ; it 
was suppressed during thC revolution, but wasp resumed 
dr.ring the empire. The number of marshals is limited to 
twelve. A lieutenant-general cannot become* a marshal 
unless he has had the command of an army. 
Lieutenant-General.— This military grade -&as instituted in 
1333. It is the first rank among general officers. 

Markciial du Camp. — This grade lmd its origin in 1534. 
These marcchals command the brigade of the army, and, 
for a time, replace a licutcnant-gemvid dT divisions. They 
have the command of the departments or military .sub- 
divisions of the strong places, and fulfil the funetfOnt? of 
chiefs of the elat-m/ijor dr Parmer. 

.Tp^ai da n it Milita i in:.— Created in IS17: officers whoso mili- 
T^-tary rank assimilate to those of general officers;* hut their 
particular office relates to the commissariat. 
SuB-lNTENDANVMiLrrAiR'".. — These officers rank, according to 
their clan, with colonels: their dd’*'* 1 * are also belonging to 
the commissariat. 0 { ‘ * 

Colonel. — A rank of 1534. They have the command of regi- 
ments and strong places : they fulfil the filiations of chefs 
*' d^tUit major of the division., of the aimy and territorial 
divisions; appoint corporals and non-commissioned oili- 

• * w * •? 

ccrs, vc. 

Lieutenant-Colonel. — This rank has the Wme date as the 
t above, 1534. The lieulcriant-coloncl of a regiment is the 
intermediate link between the colonel and his duties? 

^hef de BaTallion, — Created 'in 1774. ’■These officers arc 
^responsible for tip? theoretical and practical instructions of ‘ 
their battalions? , . 

^hef n’ Esc a I) rons. — Created in C I774. This officer has the 
same duties to perform in tire gendarmerie, artillery, and 
ca.'alw, as the Chef de B-itallion. In the cavalry he com- 
mands two squadrons. " 
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Iajor. — This ra,njc plates from 1515; he is chief of a batallion 
I " or squadron. The major is a member of the ronseil d'ad- 
1 ministration, and responsible for its proceedings. 

\ Adjutant-Major? — Emjdoyed and created in 1 700. The a d- 
* X j utant-majors a«c captains or lieutenants. They are chargefl 
all the duties of the service, as well as the theoretical 
and priictidal* construction of the non-commissioned officers 
and cofporals. They have nothing to do with the interior 
• police and th§ administration of tlyi companies. » 

(’attain. — Tins rank was created* in Iff55. The captain is the 
• principal and chief officer of a company. ITc is the me- 
dium of all thtfilcmamls of those beneath hhu to his supe- 
riors : he is treasurer and offieier (t habit lenient. There are 
two classes of captains and lieutenants in tl*c infantry, and 
• likewise in the cavalry; their pay is different. 

•Lieutenant. — A step cheated in 1 586. Officer of a company. 
Suu- Lieutenant.— Cresttod in 1586. The third officer of a 
ffo'mpaiiV he is employed by the enptaia in al] the details 
of thv service, either of police, or in the administration of 
% the company. 

Porte-Drap^au and Porte etf.ni*vri> are suh-lien tenants? 
Chirurcjif.n-Major. — Tly* creation of medical officers dales in- 
1651 . /fhe chimrgien«najof^anks»vvith a captain: there is 
one to* eve--*', regimr^j *\fith an assistant, called • 
AmK-MAJoi(^ho ranks as lieutenant. If the wound or malady 
of tlu# tidier he clangcroas, lie is conveyed to the nearest 
military hospital. 

Adjutant sofls $fic*er.— C reffled in 1771. TlSpse oflrcers 
have the command of the sulfc-officcrt, and th.e surveillance 
of their condqf t. 

Sf.rgent-Major. — is'the first suh-officcr in a company, he 
takes cognizance of tlje conduct Bf the corporals and sofdicrs. 
SEiiriEjiT^This grade wfts .invented in 14H5. Tlie functions 
of this officer resclhhle those *crf the urgent-major, to whom 
he is ata»unta|)le. In’tlie cavalry and the gendarmerie he 
is called marechpl-du-logis. 

Fourkier. — T his office wtfis instituted in 1534^nd his name 
in English, harbinger explain in. part his duties: lie 
sees teethe lodgings, food, &cf 

Corporal.— Thi^sub-oflicer was created in 1534. His duties 
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consist in a strict surveillance of the arms, persons, and dis^ 
ciplinc of the soldiers. In the artillcr^ cavalry, and gend- 
armerie he is called brigadier. , • 

Grenadier and Carauinier, and the f T'V//^m, qrc chosen by 
w the colonel, at the representation of the heads of batallioip 
as m^n of peculiar intelligence, information, shill in fir t ig, 
agility, and all those qualities which con^titute^a soldier 
par excellence. r ■ # 

Ifhere are, besides these olficers, sappers, jniners, armourers, 
veterinary surgeons, farriers, sadlers, fchoe-niakevs, and tailors, 
attaehed to the army. Besides these, there is also another suh- 
otliccr, called |} Vngite-meslrr, who is chosen« by the c loncl to 
fetch the letters from the post-office, and to deliver them accord- 
ing to their address.* 

The French army embraces every individual throughout 
France and her colonies who hears anijs, ineluding the muni- 
cipal guard, and the company of sa^iets-junnpirrs (fire-men) of 
the city of ParR ( 

o * ■ ETAT MAJOH-Gl1.Nf.IIAI.. ' . 

Tlie.A'fof Major-General of the army is com posed of the lAar- 

of ’France, licutcuaut$-gciicrul, and marshals of the camp. 

•These officers arc -divided into olficers on sen ice, and officers in 

<» 

reserve. In '1834 there were 122 }ieu ten ants- general, ami 185 
marshals OsT the camp; but, by a det J880^is tlfese olficers 

die oft*, tlieir places will not be sipiplied^ieyond, the JOO lieute- 
nants-fjeneral , and 150 marshals of the camp. ^ # 

Corps Roy at.’ o’ fir at Major. 

m 

This corps was created in 1818 : its peace and war establish - 
ment are equal : il consists of 581) officers of progressive degrees 

of rank. f ’ * r 

: Intemunce Militate. 

r * 

This corps was created in 1817; i. # s functions ara Numerous. 
It superintends all j a evj£ws, t^c^iay of tR* troops, the inspection 

‘ • 

* It may not h^ improper to add here, with rdjfard tolctters, that the 
name of tli« Bureau de Paete should tje added to the name of the place 
they arc to go<*o, as well as that of thr department. All letters ad- 
dressed to the military should hear thf name o£ the legion, for the 
infiTntrV, ayd of the squadnyi for the cavalry,* ayd the number of the 
regiment for the cavalry, ciiraasiers, dragoons, light*horse, or hussars. 
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i of the troops thenjselves, magazines, (See.; it consists of 221 
officers. Captains of the army, who arc thirty-five years old, 
niay pretend to the office sons-interiNants ad joints ; and majors 
above forty,. for those oi # §ous-mtendants of the third class. 

1 Military 4ivisjons. 

In order to preserve the •interior tranquillity of Hie kingdom, 

• France has been divided into tvtc^ty military divisions, which 
.are subdivided i*ito as many subdivisions as there are depart-*" 
ments. A lieutenant-general (jomnmnds every division, and a 
mareshal-dr-eamp every department. These military divisions 

will bAiamed in *Jje departmental portion of lh#> work. 

• 

Etats Majors des Places. 

• ^ 

• This is a corps apart, and comprehends — 

28 colonels, coiTnmiaders of places of the 1st rank. 

22 ljlutenant-eolotleks 2nd rank. 

of battalions # 3rd nuift 

1 :1ft captains • • drd^runjp. 

, * lots licuteftaiils and sub-licutenanLs, adjutants, secretaries, 

amfaix almoners. • • 

In July, 1834, the army of France consisted of the following 
effective fruftps: — 

Infant hj all. the line.— 58 regiments, Or 207 battalions, con- 
taining 22£j^99 men, of w'lgnn 7,837 are officers, besides these 
troops, tl^e^ are several other companies, amounting t(^ 10,4 9o, 
men and office^ included, making a total of 238,00* 

Cavalry . — Th%French cavalry is divided into th&c kind?: 
Cavalry of reserve, ( 2 of iarhivyers ( • men. horses. 

... n 


V 

12 regiments • i 10 of mimsxim ) • • • • # 10,404 — 8,004. 
Cavalry of the line, *12^ drayoons ) 14196—12 000. 

J 8 regiments • • • 7 6 # of landers? ) " 1 ~ 9 

Cuvaky* light, 23 C ^^.francau 

regimentv Y 6 •"* f 19 > 838 — 

• • ^ 3 diasscurs de A friqutV 

Making a total of £3,994 mqn. 

There is another corps- callea Remonte Get^ral. 

This body consists of nirvety ‘officers, wjiose business it is"t« 
purchase fcnd tram horses for the* Pencil cavalry. 
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Artillery and Engineer!*. ' ' 

Before the invention of gunpowder, the name of artillery was 
given to all the machines used in war * as tlfc means of de- 
struction in siegc^ and battles. -.This artillery was then divided/ 
into two classes : the first comprehended the workmen -cnipVycd 
in the constmcfion of machines, which were * denominated 
ntgtnrx, and the, second comprehended the persons who were 
appointed to manoeuvre them. The firsts were called engineers; 
their duties extended to the construction of rampfirts, ditches, 
parapets, See., whether comprised of brick, masonry, or earth ; 
the second wera called* artillery men: this division was esta- 
blished in 121S. 

■ The artillery p r as composed of the grand master of the 
t a rbale triers (cross-how-men), since denominated grand master of 
the artillery of archers, cannoneers, carpenters, and a rhal£ triers 
a pieds, engineers, masters of ihe engipef., pioneers, ail'd several 
officers, luftli civil and military. The discovery of gij’Tpnwdei in 
12.30, or, as SQinc say, in 1000, introduced the use of fire-arms, 
and insensibly destroyed that of many of tlie'ancVcnt engines of 
war. *In the reign of Philippe de Valois, in 100S,' there were 
cannon in the arsenals of France : in 100S there is an officer 
mentioned as ihastrr of the hhfs rfunwn, who waS'to provide 
four cannon ifor the gam son of J larflcft^ C;uinor^cre used by 
the English at the* battle of Cress); Lotus XII, had twelve 
brass etymon cast of an extraordinary si/e, which named 
after the twelve peers of France y and, in the r&gii of Charles 
' VI 1 1 1 , there* was a cannon, sonfawliat like - a nyirtur, which pro- 
jected halls of 500 lbs. weight from ‘the Bastille to Clmrenton. 
The first projectiles discharged by cannon were nothing more 
than rounded ftones, halls of lead, or sand. • 
i In the reign of Henry K. there were eleven ^arsenals, or 
magazines of artillery, in France : they were established at 
, Paris, Bordeaux, Aix, Toulou^-Lyon, Dijon, Troyes, Amiens, 
Tours, Rouen, and Pignerol. y / ' 

v Until the time* of Sully’s administration t there existed no 
regular and peynanent troops Attached to the service of the 
arfillcry; they consisted merely t>f* fyai/ds or companies of can- 
nonius,* whp were dismissed,, m times of peacf ; but (Bully saw 
the insufficiency of this system, and established ’regular and per- 
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• lhancnt bodies of ^bombardiers and cannonicrs; but even these 
were found, in the course of time, inefficient; and in 1001 ;i 
regiment, was instituted, called fusiliers <lu roi. It consisted of 
four companies, viz , ofc of cannonicrs, one of sappers, and two 

•of workmen. Tw<mty-two new % eompanies wete created tlif> fol- 
Itfv-vjg. year,. ope or which wjys a company of yrmmtiers. The 
n umb A 1 of ; lmttalions was gradually increased to twenty-two. 
In 1684, the companies of bombardiers, that were detached in dif- 

• ferent garrisons, •were denominated ragmen Is royal dc bombanhirrff* 
and, in 16035 the regiment of the fusiliers du roi took the name 
of reyi merit royal ar til f trie. In £758, the six battalions of the 
corps %yal were tyn verted into as many brigades, of eight com- 
panies each. In 1765, these brigades formed se\ en regiments, to 
which were attached six companies of ininers.^and nine of artifi- 
cers. These different corps, with the officers employed in the 

. garrisons, formed tlfc «qw. corps royal d'artillerie. Some*compiw 
nics of *’ : ‘ght artillery,* ejeated in 1701 and 1794, formed the 
nucleus ‘of*jJie eight regiments of this force, created in*! 795, and 
reduced to’ six in 1801. The foot artillery were, likewise aifg- 

% mented in 1 70ft, bf an eighth regiment. 

During'tiic consulate and the gmpire the artillery ’reed ved a 
considerable augmentation. The following table will give- a 
statistic rcvffcw of the gradual iMgmeitation an ft importance of 
this military force since 1601 to 1825, including fhe auxiliary 
troops, whi£b make a part^i* it. 


1601 

17 $ 

1765 

1765 

1776 

1790 

1795* 

1805 

1809 

1812 

1814 

1825 


^rf^rchcndiug tlic r6|fini6iit of l^oinljurdicrs <iiid ^ 

tlie oflfcers »••• ■) ’ 

After die ^nioft of the engineers and the aitillery *f>,272 

After the fonnation ii? bridles • 10,86> 

After the formation of »egimente, pea?e footing ) ^ 400 

8,890, war*j • • • * v • • • * ’ 

Afterjthe organization * •*• ■ 11,00 V 

l*ea.ce establishment, 0,383 ; war establishment • • 13,1 15 
Comprehending the jxmhflwers, qjreated tlie same ? 4 j 

v*.v — *• * f 

Peace establishment, 39,643 ; war ditto- • • • •• • • ••52,88^* 

War establishment • ^ 60,022 

War establishment . 87J722 

Restoration • • v V”* 17,217 

Organization, 27th Feb., peafce establishment ) 28,160’ 
1 3,834*; war ditto *• * • • * • * > 
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The ordinance of the 5th of August, 1829, f inch re-organizes 
tlie royal artillery, changes the composition of this force, and re- 
unites the light artillery to tile foot artillery. .• , 

France enumerates, at this present tin*?, fourteen regiments of 
artillery, forming an effective fy^cc of 22,00^ men, apd 8,000 
horses, for the peace establishment, and 4 (),(k5o men, 'and 
horses, for the war establishment. Besides tlie.se troops •there arc 
many others attached to the Fr6nch army, such as tl>e corps of 
AivyJjJ.s ; of veterans; the departmental companies ; the foreign 
legion; the battalion of Zouaves*; the regiment of rhussntrs, in 
Africa; the companies of the gardes-c&ies d'Algier ; the tjvn- 
d ' anun' ir ; the ciasseurslorrcs ; the garde mt&icipale ; and the 
sap i r rs -pn n ip icrs 1 of the city of Paris. But the details of these 
various corps woujd extend this subject to too great a length, 
'which profiles only an outline of the subject. 
e The army is recruited by voluntary enrolment, or enrolments 
according to law: the young men are , divided into da&es, and 
chance dc tides which are to he enlisted: 80,000 jjtpn is - the 
anftual number of recruits; the service is for seven years. All 
Frenchmen who arc twenty years old are liable to serve in tlie 
army. « Besides persons deficient in height, or afflicted with 
other infirmities, the following arc exempt from serving. The 
eldest son, wTid 4s an orphan ; the eldest • on or only bon, son-in- 
law, or grandson of a widow, or of a«blind father, or of a father 
whose age is beyond seventy; the eldest of two brothers who 
may have both been drawn ; he whose brother is Sp actual 
service, or \\h<? has died in actual service, or who is incapable 
'from ‘old worlds; tlie scholars n>f the Poiyte^hnique, normal, 
ecclesiastical schools, ; the ministers of public instruction; 

* they who have carded off the prizes at the Institute or the 
University.* 

« 

* The following anecdote is a fact, though ct lie writer cannot Recollect 
the name of tlie parties, gor ^\ie department in whfch it happened: — 

A young man of aiyiablc manners bd%ig drawn for tht ,army, his 
•noflier, who was dopngly fond of him, gave way*to such a paroxysm 

• of frantic grief, at the idea of separat'd from suck a son, that Serious 
apprehensions wort entertained of the resultf Her husband, in despair, 
hastened to the Council of Revision, aiui s ijiquircd whefher his son would 
have t5eeff permitted to remaincwitli his mother,* w® re she^i widow; 

1 being 'answered in the afErndUivc, i.e hastily withdraw, and destroyed 
himself. . y * 
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A Council of .Revision, composed of the prefet, a counsellor 
of the prefecture, of a morafe of the council general of the 
department, of a member of the council of the arrondissement, 
of the general tommaadant of the department, assisted by a 
member of the military intcndnsfce, presides irw every dcparjnfbnt 
at the enlisting o^ecruits. .There is in every department a 
superior officer, Or captain* commandant of the Depot do Recrutc- 
mentj and* charged with the detail «of the service. 

National *Gl # aiii). 

This body is composed of the (gtizeus of Frafloe, and consists 
of a hndy of cavalry and infantry, amounting ty 5,72f),052 men, 
formed upon a calculation of eighteen out of every 100 men, 
and 100 inscriptions of sixty-six upon the ordinary .sen ice. 

'flic armament of this body consists of^7ljs08 guns, (fusils,) 

2 1 ,K80 muskets, ( nwys^uelnns,) 4,001 pairs of pistols, £42,183 
‘■’■abivs, 313 swords ft^r o Ulcers of artillery, 2,544 lances, 030 
captions. # • 

The yd are some companies of sappers amf miuevfc among them . 

•The king nominates the chiefs’ of the legion, anti the lieu- 
tcnants-cohniel, from a list of ten candidates presented* to Jiim by 
the electors of battalicyis. The men elect the other offibere*-^ 
The adjutants of by Pillions ,aiul legions recent, the latter, 
2,500 fwmes; the fouuer^ 1,500 per uiimun. Tiic drummers 
and lifers arc also panl. 

w % Pay of the French Troops. • 

^ • a § 

ruler the kings o/ the first*dy nasty,* the hooty'^ken fwpi the* 
enemy, the ra^om of •prisoners, and the military benefices 
instituted by Clovis, constituted *he pay of tlig soldiers of France? 
and the same system pervahec^ all Europe, until at different 
periods, and from *diU event causes, a regular sum was assigned 
by tlie^ government for. die military cxpcnces of the kingdom? 
Untlpr the second, and ht the commencement of the third, race 
of the kings of France, tjie'trdbps vt%re 'partially paid by jh(* 
provinces ; «but ewn then, the soldo, or pay, consisted rather o£. 
subsistence, or payment & nrovisions and clothes, than of' 
money. But, at this catly pdriod, the partial distribution of ^ the 
taxes, the cohesion which/ reigned in the levy of troops^ pre- 
vented jfny regblar order in the? payment. In •llf?0, when 
Philippe- A uyuMe set out for the holy Mjfirs in Palestine, hfe fixed the 
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pay of the foot-soldiers at a halfpenny (a sou ^a. (Jay; hence the 
derivation of the word soldo; hut Uiis regulation was but transient 
in its effect. Philippe-le-Iiardi in vain essayed to establish a 
regular and effective army, which regular add effective pay 
could alone establish. Philipps-Jc-Jlcl was more fortunate 5 he 
succeeded in this arduous uudeytaking, b^' creating the direct 
and personal tax, of the fifth of the revenues ; and the indirect 
tax, known before 171)4, und?r the name of aides . But it was 

i^util the reign of Charles* VII. (1446) thaP the pay of the 
soldier was fixed and regulated ' be established tlie tax called 
la taille ,* which supplanted la contribution direr to. 

In the time d Phillppc4e-Hardi , the soldiers* pay was as 
follows : — 


sous, decimes per diem. 

Chevalier banneret (capiain) • • • 60 • • — 

J lac holier (lieutenant) .• a ?5‘ • • — 

facuyer (esquire) ; <* ' 7 •• 6 

Homines d\irmcs (gentleman) 2 • • t fi • «• 

Lauviersy arelwrs , ser'yens iTarbalctriers \ ^ '• • 

J mincers, afehers, serjents of the cross how ) *• 

Fantas* ins. (foot soldiers) d • • - L - 


■Vrtlue of money in those times : 


w a f r ^p 1 cent. 

20 sous 17 • I 28 

Le marc iParyent • • • 6 • • * 93 ^ 

Le setier de bit ) . Jj 

> — • • yd • •• 0 

12 bushclr of com > r •* 

^ | 1 * 

Under Loifts XIV. the pay was a^, follows :— $ 

sous. * cent. 

Foot soldier 6 • • t>r 57 actual present value. 


Horse soldier • ■ • • 7 • • or 02 * clo. do. 


* The fw/fewas a tax so called, because tile collector kept a* tally cor- 
responding with one they deirveredCo those paying the tribute, and which 
served as a receipt for the payment. The taille wa$ Jhree-fialfl, viz. — 

” 1st. TJhe real taille*, which was levied upon real property. 

% 2d. The personal taille , which wasHwled on income arising from com- 
merce and industry. . v 

.3d. The mixed taille . which arose fronuboth these s&irces. .From this 
tax, however, «he military were Exempt. The lands of the clergy and 
w the noblesse were exempt, if n^t engaged in trade or commerce. 
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Iij 1806, the piy of the French infantry was for— 
Canipagni%(£lite. du Centre. 

The captains 2,000 •• 2,400 francs per annum. 

Lieutenant \ 1,300 •• 1,400 do. do. 

Second lieutenant 1,200 # •• — 

’■ f -r— 

Serpeant-major, or mareelial des-> 95 c . to 1 f. per day. 

logis-cttcf * • 

Sergeant-major? or marcchal dcs- ? to #5 c. do. 

logis or fourrier * > • 

Corporal * to 60 do. 

Soldier •** to*) do. 

Drummer, fifer, trumpeter 05 to 00 do. 


. For the ca\alry 

• heavy horse. 

Captain -,300 francs 

Lieutenant *1,450 do. 

Second lieutenant • • • • 1 ,200 do. 


light infantry. # 

2,500 per annum? 
1,650* * do. 

• 1,350 do. • , 


\ 

Sergeant-major \ • 

Fourrier* 

Brigadier (• • •* 

Private • •/••••* 


fr. 

gent. 

fr. cent^ • 

1 

3 

i is ’per day, 

— • 

90 . .. 

, "5 do. 

— 

62 •* • 

— «7 do. 

— 

48 

1 

c» 

e- 

c 

• 

85 

• 

1 

§ 

• 

c 


"Marine i*f France. 

The following ports, Brest, Teuton , Aoeheforlf Cherbourg, ant* • 
V Orient, are Ae grand depots of the French naval military 
stores and ship-huilSing, &c. At Dunquerqut ^ Satoit-Servgnt, and 
BayonWi tfiere are likewise dock-yards for the construction of 
ships* At La Chaussa&e, *in jhe department of hi Nicvre , the 
French gpgernment^us a manuftictor^for^nchors, chain-cables* 
and other Trou articles belonging to vessels ; # and the establish • 4 
ment At Indrets , near NantCr. v jf solely appropriated to &e con- • 
struction of steam vessels.* r . 


• • • P * 

• On the 1st ofTjanuary, 1834, tlie Amber of steam-bdbts in France, 

exclusive of those of the government, amounted to ninety-five. The 
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On the 1st January, 1833, the French naval force consisted 
of 33 ships of the line, 37 frigates, 20 corvettes, 57 brigs of 
different kinds, 18 gollettas, cutters, fcwl luggers, 3f> Hotilta 
vessels, 17 steam- vessels, 20 sloops, 2^ lighters, 4 transports; 
making, in all, 287 vessels. Besides these, there were on tjie 
stocks, 24 sjiips of the line, 20 frigates, 5 c (y vettes, and 8 sloops, 
in a state of forwardness. ~ ^ / 

By an ordinance on the 1st March, 1831, the officers of the 
were to he as follow : — 

3 admirals, 1(/ vice-admirals, 20 rear-admirals. 

28 pust captains of Uic first line. 

42 pojit captar’ns of the second class, _ « 

70 captains of f.igatcs. 

00 captains of sloops. 

450 lieuicna\its of ships of the line. 

550 lieutenants of frigates. t . 

200 mates of the 1st class. 

iOd do. of the 2d class. 

- 

ndcr the orders of these olficers, are placed the.ilou-com- 
niissioned Officers and the sailors. , 

Tluj cftivimnes, composed of 7,000 criminals, arc ,'tttached to 
th£j,e:vJK.ic service; they are employed inAhc laborious works in 
the ports aiiirdcck-jards, and form the guard of the g/dley-slaves. 

The liamv of every , French citizen destined to sene in the 
navy, is entered in a register; and* J1 persons who have been 
two years at sea in a merchant or fishing vessel, areSo/inircd i () 
repair to the Bureau of Inscriptions in his parish, sct'ohq aided 
* hy 1 i:j 4 latlicnand two friends, vjhere he registers lijs namty.uHl 
he is then subject to the naval udftiscriptidli ; and, indeed, 
although lie should not do tliik, lie is still liable to the impress 
service. If a volunteer, or even a mom w j , ^hc/’has been at sea 
for 801110 time, 'be drsirms of entering a shill of war, he receives 
a bounty equal to two months' pay. 

«nupil>er of machines to Set Blvem in' motion were 4 118, viz.: eighty-two 
k low pressure, and thilty-six high pressure. It nypit be observed, that 
^nese boats, having Ikon built some time, .were principally constructed on 
the low pressure principle. Of thes^/h'e're were llo machines, equal to 
the*powfer of 3,48b horses: — thirty were of French construction, 
fifiy-qjne^oreign, and t^MIty-ifive not stfcted. At thl» present moment, 
the proportioft of Fre»ch-bqilt c machines is as 12o to five. — ( Times 
Neicspapcr.) 
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• Every maritime I district is divided iuto quarters, and the 
sailors in each quarter .*|e suSflivided into four closes, viz. : 
that of unmarried men, widowers witfiout children, mWried men 
without children, find married men with children ; the sailors are 
chosen from the first class; and? if more be. wanting, tlufli 
recource is ti»d % to tta second ylass, and so on in poagfesnutfi. 
After fifty years of age, every seaman is at liberty to quit the 
public service, though he may still pursue maritime employment 
•in merchant vessels, \c. The sailqps serving on board.* 1 '.* 
v.lmle fishery lire exempt from tlu) naval conscription. In 1823, 
a new law was passed upon this subject, by wliicli a permanent 
body ot seamen t&b to be formed, wlifch should he entitled, 
Equipntje (k Lhjne , and which should 9 consist of a staff of ten 
persons, and of four companies of 150 men eacl^. ■ 

• hour schools are attached to each company, viz. one lor 
. mathematics, as applied to. navigation, for the young ollictrs; a # 
school . on the Madras system ; a swimming, and a fencing 
schAri. % • • 

There is- also a formidable adjunct to the # nUvi\J* service inti 
t regiment of arfillewr, composed of 24 companies, cach # of 100 
men ; these’ ^ompani^? form a par^ of the ]>ort garrisons, which 
are under tlic command of a Maritime Prdfet, an julli cer - 
serahling oi ft Port Admiral. They asc called Croupes dc la 
Marine. "This is one of tin* most expensive corps of the navy ; 
it costs the gjjverumenjf the^um of 1,000,000* of francs annually. 

A corj^Tf engineers, called Genie Maritime, is likewise 
attiicljduto l5ie*iiavy: their sendees arc con lined, tes the super- 
intendence ofthe^loc?-yards. • 

Pay of iheiFrench Xav£ 

, . • 

The Maritime Prefetf when not enydoyed at # 
sea, fer h*e is a Vice-Admiral or Rear- 
Admiral % v i 1 8,000 fr. per aun. 

Vicc-Admij^l 15,000 

Rear-Admiral • •• • ^0,000 

Post-Crfjrtain of thu 1st class? • 5,000» 

Ditto 2nd do. • >J : 4^500 

1 st Lieutenant* <*••• •$«+ • 2,000 

2nd Ditto .y.’. !.A v .... l,50Cf 

•Mate, 1st class 8 00 

p5 
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Midshipmen, Mates of the 2nd class, and jjfolunteers, no pay; 
but thexhave an allowance of rations when at sea. 

At sea, with On $liorc, vvi»h 

rations. • “bread. 

Seamen of the 1st class, monthly* *30fr. 00 cents* *29 fr. 10 cents. 


11 Ditto 2nd do. do/ *-27 00^ «*26 19 

Ditto* 3rd do. do. • *24 0(/ ***23' 28 

Apprentices do. ( »*21 65 **21 .00 


Mousse, Cabin Boy * * - * db. • • 18 10 • • 17 56 

‘irirmi this pay 3 per cent.’ is deducted for the support of the sick. 

There is no establishment fl>r invalid and aged sailors in 
France, hut they are sometimes received at the lintel des Li- 
ra tides, at Paris"; and at die great sea-ports there are hospitals 
for the sielt. 

There are several c schools in France for the instruction of 
youth for the navy ; the principal one *is that at Angmdemc, 
/which costs the government 62,000- 'francs per annum: 150 
scholars arc here educated gratuitously. The other marine 
schools in the principal ports increase the expence t, the siim ol‘ 
170,000 feme* per annum. 

t 

1 *M I NIST RE DES A FF AIRES ECCLB&IASTIQU ftS. 

* Education and Public Instruction . 

p i 

The system of public instrdetion’’ in France, as at present 
constituted, forms one Vast body, wlppli, like the military system 
of the country, radiates from Peris, 'as its t centre, L/ all parts of 
the country. The University of Paris is the head pfi . public 
instruction by the means of its Academies and 'Colleges h\nm l \ 
by which ttrm may be understood , schools, 4 either dependant 
l 'upon itself, or by its control o\ f T Colleges , denominated in Eng- 
lish, private hoarding-schools, ^ all of which mifst be licensed by 
the academic within whose jurisdiction it is placed. There are, 

* however, schools called Ecoles Specialty which are- independent 
of the university, viz. the Jardin du lid, Ecolc royale et specialc 
d$> beaur Arts , Ecolt rofale, Special? et grdtuite de dessin , Ecoles 
jmyates Veterinaires d’Alfort and of Lyon ; C oil* ge royal de France , 
Ecolc \oyak Politechnique , Ecoles rornles den Arts et Metiers of 

ris ; of Chafois sur Marne * aft d of Angers ; Ecolc royale des 
Mines , Evole royale i^Pouts et Cftaussecs , £cple* royales Mill - 
taires , fie Saint Cyr , de l<* Pltche , &c.; besides several other 
schools of inferior note. • 
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• The Collies l|oyaux, which are 34 in number, are divided 
into various classes or grades ; those of Paris and Versailles are 
m the .first class. Every College is Superintended by the follow, 
ing professors, vie. : — \ 


Provisor 

Censor • *.• •*.. < 

at n salary j)f 5,000 fr. per ann. - 

do. 3,000 

# 1 

• /I Q 'Will 1 

• 

JSU&wlc, 
those ot 

Home Director • • * • • 

. Professor of 1st $rder 
Professor of ind order 

A i Dn we? 

do. • 
do. 
do. # 

,3,000 

3,000 

2,500 

• 

Paris and 
Versailles u 



Al ± til lo •••••••■••*• 

At Versailles • • •• • • • 


1 HUU 1 
• 750 \ 

IUI CilCIl SCIIOIUI S 

, board, 


besides 100 francs, in that of Paris, f<ft the expence of books and 
other articles connected with education, and 50 francs in all the 
•other Colleges Roy any. • # 


At Rouen, Strasbourg, Lyon, Marseilles, and Bordeaux, there 
are Coll eyes of the sectaid class; *• 

tVt Rhejjns, Cam, Amiens, Dona'i , Metz , Besanpm, Dijon, 
Grenoble,-' Nimes, Mimtpelier, Toulouse, (fr leans," A antes, \yid 
Rennes, there are Colleges of the third class ; • 

And at 'Nancy, Avignon, Toumon, Rhodes, Cahors , Tay, Poi- 
tiers, Bourgcs , Pontivey, Limoges, Clermont, and Mmdins,. theie 
are college.* of the fourth jlass. , * , *** 

To every College therefore attached, forty-one ^bursaries, or 
free admissions; but they hfc not all of the *aine value: those of 
the lirsLjfrfss admit the scholars free entirely; those of the second 
jriloy^mc-third of the cxpenct^ wid the third class jjie half. 
^4?bder the article •Paris will t be fouihl all further particulars® 
as relates to the Thiiversity^f Paris. . 1 * ^ 

But the most important jaih of the jmbliV instruction of • 
France, as concerns the people, and which has engrossed so 
much attention in these times, is that connoted with tht; Ecole a- 
primaitrf. These schofjjs are placed under the superintendence 
of committees, one qf which k$ established in every canton. The 
tun 6^ th c+fyge deJPaix, ana the principal of the college, if tlicn? 
he one in thdf canton, are^ the members ex officio. The othy • 
members are cholen by^the rettor, upon the recommendation of % 
the prefet. # Whether thesj* schools be established by private 
individuals, or ^y public munificence, masters an<^ teachers 
must all undergo an examination before they can 1>e permitted 
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to tench. The strange transformation which f these schools have * 
not only made in the mode of teaching, but perhaps more in the 
diameters of children, is ^admirably described by it French 
author thus: ' 

“ The countenances of the nyisiers, the scholars; the aspect of 
the s^Jy^-rooni, the weariness, the pleasures of e^rly study, all 
are changed. * ... 

The prolonged griefs of the alphabet, spelling, of die rudi- 
ments of the language; the confusion of copy-books, moveable 

• desks, so fa\ curable to the cunning tricks of the scholars; the 
kicks under the table, the wjpr of grimace, the apples munched 

* behind a book, jlie caricatures of the master .'hastily sketched, 
now hidden, now carefully displayed; the starts, the terror at the 
sound of the master’s voice, upon the slightest motion of his 
ferula, at the small if.it movement of his leathern arm-choir, 
stained, with ink, and lacerated by the ^nknife : such are the 
•recollections that present themselves to those who were educated 
before primary schools were established; and these ^collections 
won* for centuries- related, with ill -suppressed smiles, to the sons, 
who were ‘astonished to find how much they resembled theii 
father/: ‘There arc no longer such fire-side relation* in store for 
the present generation. A school-mom is for them, a vast apart- 
ment, silent as the choir of a chuych; tjic forms, regul irly placed, 
are fastened v to the floor; every countenance is directed to the 
master, whose vigilant eye commands attention and prevents 
all mischievous tricks. Eight or ten children undeKjps order, 
Urn l mans (iq unitors), constantly changed, and selected to.^heir 

* steady 'eon duct, superintend evety' row of the scholars, and c'om- 
(J inand order, silence, ancf attention, iv. his name.” 

• It is to the benevolent Abbe Uayltier tliat France is really in- 
debted for her establishments of primary instruction. lie was 
born injtaly, tint hi? father and his mother fcerc French, and he 
lixed his residence in France. During the revolutioi\he lived 
in Holland aud England, when. li r e spent # liis time chiefty in 
r gmng instruction tottlie children of poor emigrants. • Jt is* said 

following circumstance first gave him tfie idea of making 
L children instruct each other. Stme young nfen, whom fie had 
induced to join 'nira in his laudal^e endeavours of gratuitous 
instruction, suddenly Mfcmie disgusted with.tljir employment, 
audi * n the middle of the Wessons, they one day threw up their 
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• 'employment. Tl|? Abb£ Gaultier very coolly desired some of the 
■ elder scholars to stand forward, and, having given them certain 
Instructions, he appointed them flkutera of die younger ones. 
In 1814, lie made hiifl^elf perfect in the Lancasterian system, 
Wid on his return to France, laid his documents before 4hc 
minister Carnot , am{ from this moment devoted all 
these schools. * Every Thursday he assembled the monitors at 
his house* where he gave them ^ higher degree of instruction, 
exhorting tlien^at the same time to persevere in well-doing, and 
pointing ouf to them their several duties. Before his death, 
which took place on the 19th $ept. 1818, he? was appointed 
Vice-President ctf the Council for the Administration of Elemen- 
tary Instruction in France. But thc^iirst private, if it may be so 
called, school of mutual instruction opened in France, was bj 
t M. Marlin , a Protestant minister; and llie Societi d 1 instruction 
tltnientaire , founded # at # Paris, in June, 1816, gave cvcr.y assist- 
mice to his project, ai*d has since continucddo extend the influ- 
of these useful establishments, ' Three schoolsaif this de- 
scription have been since established in the coital by the society— 
one for girls, 4 »ne <or boys, and orie for adults; thesi? have been 
• succecdedjiy many more, and from a pamphlet published* by this 
society tlie following extracts are made 

“ In th*se schools, *r jading, wri^ng, arithmetic^ grammar, 
outline-drawing, music, i&id singing, are taught.* In tlie girls' 
school uecdle-work is suU.tituted for drawing; tlie study of geo- 
graphy jp^lso taught. \$hen a school of this kind is about to 
be an intelligent young man is desp^tc^cd*^ one of 

TM normal schools, where he igakes hitoself mastcj of tlie.wysten^ 
of instruction ufttuell* “Rir a school capable of containing 20(4 
pupils, the following is the stjitdbient of exptencfc given 

1. The platforfli |nd desk of Ae master, clock, 

hooks, forms dhd tables, Sc c.#c. &c. r • • "• 060k) 700 fi^. 

2. Gecupraf instrument^ and divers articles 60 •• 70 

3. For those object^ appliel *l& reading, such as a 

collection of pictures, shelves, framesf hooks, 
lithographic 'copy- books G0^]2< 

4. Frfr writing— Pictures or models, slates, port, * 

crayons^ slate-pencils, ^aper, peas* ink, salid* 100 • • 18d 

* The System *>f 'instruction mufoel*estmb\e& that Hitnodufed By Kell 
and Lancaster. •' • 1 
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b. For arithmetic— Tableaux, square piecef. of 


wood, and manuels; frames and shelves, black 
tableaux, slates and sldtc -pencils, chulk-pcn- 
' ' “ oils • 14*0 to 160 frs. 

6. - For grammar — Tableaux, frames, shelves, or * 

/wtf'^os 55.- . 60 

7. Lineary drawing — Pictures and manuels, in- . 

struments, paper, pencil^ for one year 70 

8. For music — Tableaux and guides, instruments, 

box, cases, &c. ; 90 


So that the original expcncc and one year’s expenditure of such 
an establishment; for 200 pupils, would amounkto about 1,400 or 
1,400 francs; but this doe^not include the salary of the master 
or of the mistress, neither lighting nor warming the school. 

These (coles premafres arc of two descriptions; the one, in 
>vliich die parents of the children pay a srmril sum weekly; the 
*other, those which- are wholly free of cxpCnec; and these latter 
arc in thHiands of the Brothers of Christian Doctrine and die 
Sisters of Charity.* '‘These schools are distributed pretty equally 
through tlfe twelve arrondiWments of the Seine * they educate 
about *7,000 children, at the cxpcnce of about 12 15 francs* 

annuall);J<>r each individual. Yet, with all these e (Torts to 
extend learning and impart instruction, J France is, perhaps, not 
equal in thisrrespect to many other countries of Europe.* 

Besides these schools, there are 01 Iters, founded by the charity 
of many private individuals, in which productive v Ar/lustry is 
joined to tlv? usual routine of., elementary instruction : 'utinust 
°not, hpwever^be supposed, that music and drawing are taugnt 
r ; n all the primary schools— by no means; but tfic French appear 
* to have directed* tluSr attention very particularly of late years to 
the system of instruction muiuct, and have su^cefcded in applying 
jt to a greater variety of brandies of education than in England, 
where it does not extend beyond reading, writing, and ciphering. 
c According to a report bv M . in 18JJ1, the total nuftiber 

of Schools in France Amounted to 50,796. In 1832 they had en- 1 
fc erased ( to 52,092 ;• and among these j were 1,535 (coles mutvellcs 
for boys, ancf 129 for girls. 

In the law upcfli the instruction pqimaire, promulgated on the 
28tt i T ui^, 1833, there*if*no special mention of tjic girl*’ schools. 

/ Bolt the government and the chamber adjourned the considera- 
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tion of this part If primary instruction ; and, until this vacuum 
be filled up, the committees of surveillance, instituted under the 
fourth Article of the lpw, have no authority to exercise over the 
girls* schools at 'this moment existing, (1835), and the mistresses 
Cannot enjoy those privileges efhich are enjoyed by the matter, 
nor the advantages <*f the saving fund attached to 
The. government in France is every thing, does every thing, 
superintends every thing. Perhaps there is no country in the 
world where the government has ^uch claims upon men of 
talent and ingenuity, as in France. The government institutes 
schools for the higher departments of science, for the acquire- 
ment of knowledge of every description \ it establishes institutions 
for the improvement of aits and manufactures, ghes prizes to tho 
successful artisan, constructs bridges, magnificent public edifices 
of every description, makes roads, excavates canals, works 
mines, kc. kc. kc. • individuals, or companies of men, rarejy 
undertake those works* wjiich may be denominated purely nationaf, 
atid still more rarely is there any one individual who*mUures on 
any great undertaking jrwur Vammir de sa patYie ., The great •dif- 
ference between the French and English cliaractefs appear to 
rest inucli* upon this point. England founds her greatness upon 


the exertions of entcrpjising individuals. The Englishman, if 
not act unit'd by more patriotic motivos, undcrtaltes more patriotic 
works : the government df England does little n*>re than occa- 
sionally ta propose themjgpr point out their utility. This differ- 
cuccMjl^Jaractcr may arise from two causes •, first and foremost, 
K^hj^fiicapness of living in France. Tbi» is an eticeuraggment to 
young men* having* mall independent incomes, |p he contented 
with that income. The Tove # of pleasure, the love of ease, « 
more powcrful^n the breast ef the Frenchman than in that of the* 
Englishman ; and in no country under lieavep is pleasure so 
cheap, or so varied, as # in Paris. •Manyyoing men, of the abo^e 
description, are contend to.Ive in a mean lodging, taking all their 
meals at a restaurateur's, j/unging ij,coffce-houses, and saunter- 
ing in th& numg^pus firife gardens with which Paris abounds? un- 
til I'freurc du spectacle. But it is not the man of ^lea^ire $ton^ 
who can find amusement an<f gratification in Pans; to the man 
of genius, e>f ^science, tliy'aitist, the philosopher, the stttdent, 
equal facilities Tare afforded* fyr their several # pursuits and 
pleasures. Every institution is opdfc to them, because they aifc. 
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in the hands of the government ; they are nat&iiji] property, and 
consequently belong to every individual in France; they are 
common property , individual property, and therefore there is no 
fear they should he injured, for no man wantonly destroys his 
owij< property : besides which, thwe arc always gens-dWmes in 
the, Vfwrt^fcc., who keep order ; and very little ceremony would 
be used towards any one who should misconduct himself, br abuse 
the boundless gratification thus afforded to him. Tire second, 
and more powerful reason, may be the want of tlnTt large floating 
capital, those immense dormant funds of wealth, which are ready 
at a few minutes’ notice for the •undertaking of great enterprises 
in England. ' ' 11 

Could the benefits which have arisen to the French people 
from the great and fearful revolution, which overturned the 
monarchy, and levelled every ancient institution of the country, 
obliterate the sanguinary means which were employed to produce 
them, the contemplation of France, even 5 now, when she still 
evinces, that though /.he earthquake has ceased to owvtuni, yet 
that*it occasionally shakes some part of her present constitution, 
must he accompanied with gratifying reflections/ And let us an- 
ticipate "the ‘day when future historians of great and' powerful 
France, philosophising on the fearful and wonderful events of 
these our days, Will have cr.use to say*>- u Hut these awful times 
have passed aw tty y like the x dark and spiHit thunder-cloud; the ele- 
ments of political strife are hushed in pare ; the sunshine of tran- 
quillity yilds our happy homes , while religion , liberty , andjn social 
virtues , stand forth as the natural guardians of such (tear-bokdt{ 
treasury such inestimable blessings y But these lyust be the fruit 
experience ; they must he attained, not by tumultuous assem- 
blages ; not by personal abuse in ths house of legislature ; not 
by the display of intemperate passion ; not by tliat unyielding 
pertinacity of opinion,* which is ‘founded mum mistaken feelings 
of pride, and which insists that what Njas> once been proposed or 
averted, must be maintained merely %?ause ii has been proposed 
and asserted; not because it is in itself 'just ay/i right* Until 
yiafrtecopie infallibfe, where is the mortal that can be so bold 
as to maintain thatch is opinions are^perfect?— are beyond amend- 
ment f Wise men are € open. to coih;iction : fcplso alone de- 
spise \W JBe following paragraph, from the Timfcs, newspaper) 
©#Stb (while liiis shfet was under revision), is so apt to 
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the subject, so justjko beautifully descriptive of the English con- 
stitution, and the veneration in which it is still held, by those who 
have the happiness to live under its* influence, that the author 
.trusts she wijl be pardoned its insertion, us not very irrelevant to 
tttfe subject. It forms a part of the observations qf the Editor, #n 
the happy- tcvrrpiiatiofl of the dispute between the ) ,,,vl ’ and 
Commons on the •Municipal Reform Bill. (1835.) 

“ Nor can we let the occasion phss without calling to public no- 
tice for an instaiM the admirable wisdom with which the usages 
and regulations of our legislative bodies, whether as regards their 
separate transactions, or their intercourse with, 9 and operation 
upon, each other, •have been contrived by our caMtious and clear- 
sighted ancestors, for tlie avoidance of precipitancy, the defeat of 
passion, and the eventual triumph of reason Hud judgment over 
till the obstacles to sound legislation, iifterposed by prejudice, 
impetuosity, and partial and one-sided views of public questions — 
the repeated readings, Ihq committals, the recommittals, the con- * 
fcitnccs, thy successive opportunities thus afforded for Amsidcring 
measures, -both in principle and detail, unJer cvyry imaginable 
shape and aspect ; *for men of practice, men of tlieor^ men with 
personal aAfl conflicting intcrcsts^on all sides to set -the flail to 
wort vigorously and skilfully, to thrash out die substapee from 
the husk, afld ascertain, Infrequent examination what ought to 
be kept, tind what to be delivered over t* the wind*;— these arc 
portions of our constitutioi'yil machinery, liftle thought of in or- 
dinary Ji^cs, but at all times of inestimable value, jmd never 
^usc^fflihle t)f an illustration jnoce gratifying, 01 ; more ^riking, 
than that which giey^have received from the comply discussions, 1 
and various intercommuniAtions between the houses, to which* 
this most impor(pt and most beneficial bill Has given rise, while 
from them we truit, and arc conscientiously satisfied, it has, 
gained the yriost solid improvements.” But to return from tlii^ 
digressfta. * # I 

By documents fujnishcd/fytye Pr^fectyre of Paris, in 1826^ 
the meai?\xpcn jiture of every resident iif Paris amounted? to 
1,021 # francs,* about £4?. 10*. 10</. per annum. Ityt fiter] 
documents affirm, tha$ aii aftisan, a carpenter, Ifor in s tanc e, 
note (1835) emends 728 fr., 50 cent, annually, fbout £30., for his 
food, lodging, aid*washin/, which ^ppeae* to be abputlhe^iaeaxi , 
expenditure for .every individual artisan of the French capital. . 
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The following table will explain this mori clearly. 

Contributions and general expences, upon an $ 

average, for each individual V. 

Rent of the houses in Paris « ••••-,* 91 20 

Repairs of houses • 22 ■ 80 

■ ••••••• <+• •••••• ••••£*• • *352 43 

Clothes *70 48 

Firing 48 34 

Lights • v 19 84 

Washing.-- - *-• 86 0 

Repairing furniture '■» 68 2 

Education of children 33 75 

Domestics 46 0 

Forage and care pf horses • 29 42 

Carriages and harness * 3 46 

.Hire of carriages, for moving from oner part of> mr 

Paris to the other f ^ 

Consumption of tobacco and snufT «v .6 Til 

Buths ‘ 3 20 

Charitable donations '••• 11 42 

New year’s gifts “ 1 72 

Theatres^- 7 9 

Confinements fiAccuuchements ) 1 0 

Nurses •• •* * 3 77 

> . i 

Doctors and surgeons r 11 56 

Subscription to the newspapers ^\5 43 

, 14 V * Toti1 1,021 


# This table does not however gire, perhaps, $ correct idea of 
the expences of any one individual, whose inclination may induce 
,hiin to spend according to his'meai^s, twice, thrice, or a hundred 
times more than the sum here motioned. This appears an 
'enormous sum for th^ inhabitants iri^ividuaHy of Paris, but it is 
frohi a Frencli estimate, and, therefore/ if ovqjphargafc, the mis- 
c ‘ tile m<ust rest wfth M. Hugo, who, no doubt, gives it* from 
authority. * c + 

The expence of erecting a house in Paris, /drawn from the 
same* source, of information,^ oft three square stories high, with 
owainscotted chambers in tjle roof, four window* jn each story, 



y '; GOVERNMENT OF FRANCE. 67 

•and rated at tliirtj-two windows and door, amounts to 80,000 
francs, at the following rate : — 

300 square feet of land, 300 fr. eafcli 18,000 

Wall of enclosure anAcourt 2,000 

'Materials and labour ; viz., mason, 28,000 fr. m % car- 
penter, ’ll, f00 fr^ joiner, ,9,000 fr. ; locksmith, 

6,000 fr# ; painter and “roofer, 2,500 fr. ; plumber* 

1,500 fr. ; stone-masdti, 100(/fr. ; glazier, 500 fr.; 

pavior, 500 fr. * • • • • 60,000 

The rent of this house would.be • • • • 5,700 fr. 

Deduct for repairs and certain taxes 1,700 

• • » 

Clear prolit, at the rate of 5 per cent. •••••• 4,000 fr. ' 


There is but little encouragement to bpilding good substantial 
houses in Paris, because the lease of the ground-rent is of short 
duration. • • # 

The marriages in Paris, in 1831, amounted Ip 6,654 
# Birth.s-»boys, 15,1 16 ; girls, 14,414 ............ 29,530^ 


10,3^8 of these were illegitimate. * . • 

. * Deaths - $5,71 1 

The mean number of suicides in Paris, is • 300 


It is a curious fact, tfiat in the 9,000 proc'ts vcrbnu.v, verbal 
process, or written evident#, which have taken }>lacc in Paris, 
from 1796 to 1830, that prAneditated suidde generally happened 
during the #ight, a short time before the dawn of day ; that ac- 
cidental 1 trickle, arising from the effect of immediate causes, 
look^nace in the day time. 

Marriage in prance js^i cftil contract. All parties h living # 
agreed that a marriage shall takq place, a notary is sent for, who* 
draws up the detds; and these being signed, the intended bride 
and bridegroom rejJJjir to tbe mayor, where the qjvil contract is 
entered^ and^registered. , Aft* thi^ccremony*the parties repair to # 
the churtti, where the ifcligljus rites are generally performed ; 
but this is^not necessary border to give dje marriage validity ^ 
the binding 1 , matrimonial ‘contract is completed at the mayoralty. 
When, a Catliolyc and Protestant many, # the childien sftte j 
Catholic by the law of The ianS. # 

No marris^e#can take nlace in . France without the written 
sanction 6f pateftial authonty ; to marry without thg, wiriclfccan- 
. not be done under the age of twenty-five years, requires even • 
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then legal proceedings and formalities, wliiih would expose tlie 
young lady to much disagreeable animadversion. A run-away 
match for love is never heard of. Indeed, marriages in France 
are settled and arranged by the parents, and / iii some in 
stances against the inclination of the parties; at any rite, 
young ladies are well aware that they cannot , choose for them- 
selves ; and, as they many young most generally, that which 
would he considered as a hardship in some countries, is looked upon 
as a matter of course. ,A marriage dc conrem.rtrc is usual, and 
♦hereibre expected. Fonnerly, when nunneries abounded, almost 
every young lady was educated in one of these strictly disciplined 
establishments, &nd she left it for the first tim< ! , not uufreqiicntly, 
to he married to a gentleman whom she had, perhaps, seen once 
or twice at the grate of^hcr convent, and who was introduced as 
her future husband ; and from this system of marriagm de conve- 
iianec arises, perhaps, the seclusion in wihi;li young ladies live in 
France until they are married. The, French wonder much at 
young ladies in England being permitted to walk cut without a 
gentleman to protect them. A demoiselle, (single lady,) whatever 
her age, itnless absolutely a septuagenary, never is seen alone in 
the streets of France. Whether this bespeaks a greater degree 
of propriety, or moral decorum, in the French ladies, than in the 
English, perhaps the folk) win g^queffcvm, put by the narrator of 
these pages **0 a young* lady, and the reply of the hitter, will, in 
some degree, elucidate — “ 11 ut why Juay not you ai\d your sister 
walk without a gentleman ? ” “ Eh mats, ma e/itre que les 
i ness in/ v? Fnw^ais sunt plus galenls que les messieurs Atyuis” 

* The morality of Englishmen is) then the Safeguard of English- 

* women, who, from this circumstance, enjoy more rational liberty* 

* than any other women under the nun. f 

By a law passed by Buonaparte, and whk)h still continues in 
^iorce, the name of ‘every chifcl mii^t be inscribed at the munici- 
pality twenty-four hours after it be torn. The child is«convcyed 
f thither by the fathc vmi^vife, ♦nurs^ aud two witnesses. 

soon as a person be dead, information n^vst be £hen to the 

* Mayoiyof tlie Commune, who immediately dispatches a medical 
man to ascertain the cause of hi^ death, f and tlie names of the 
physicians and apothecary who attended him. r In Paris, every 

* fomftriy in England this Was customary ; the person was called a 
<■' searcher, and it is possible thc'law may be still in force/ though neglected. 
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/>nc must be convey d in a hearse do he buried ; in other towns 
they may, as in’ England, be carried on men’s shoulders. Tor 
tliUse wlm cannot afford to hire a hearse, one is provided, at a 
.sinall sum,. by tlu; govei^ment, or, if circumstances demand it, 
^hout paying any thing at alL For this purpose there is^A 
government {stnhlibhmcnt, called Polypes Funebres. • 

• . . Religion. 

The Catholic, Apostolic , and Roman religion , is professed by the 
•majority of Frenchmen. It is under the jurisdiction of fourteen 
archbishops, and sixty-six bishops. . # 

Archbishops. S»ffragan Bishops. 

p ^ ^ ^Chartres, Meaux, Orleans, Blois, Versailles, 

( Arras, and Cambrai. 

j v ^ $ Autun, Langrcs, Dijgn, S|int Claude, and 

• J “ ( Grenoble. 

Rouen Ifaycux, Evreux, Seez, and Coutunccs. # 

Sens * Troyfcs.Nevcrs, and Moulins. 

„ • • • < Soissons, Chalons-sur-Mame, BeaiTvais, and 

• ' ( Amiens. • • 

, ^ " Jlftans, Angers, Rennes, Nantes, \Vannes, 

0111,1 *• l Quimper, an<i Saint Bricux. ’ • 

Bourses j Clermont, Limoges, Puy, Tulle, and Saint 

1 n ' * l Flour# « • • • 

Alby • • • * Rhodez^Cahors, Mendez^ and Plrpigmui. 

Bordeaux 5 Agen, AngouR-me, Poitiers, Lujron, Perigueux, 

* \ and La Rochelle. 

A ucl^ • •••*•• Tarbes, Aire* and Bayonne. 

Toulouse •••*■ • ^Montauban, Panders, and Cavcafconne. " 

Arles Marseilles, Frejus, Gap, Digne, and Ajaccio. 

Besftncon rfMetz, Strasbourg, Verdun, *Beiley, Saint DW, 

v ( # and Nancy.* # 

Avignon •••••* Nmie$, Vatence^iviers, rfhd Montpeliier. ' 
The lainds of the French. Ilergy were all confiscated at tic 
revolution, and they* arc now rcgnui^ratc^ for their apostolic ■ 
labours by" Hie ^ou^mment In 1821), the expences for “ Eccle- 
siastical affairs and clergy,” amounted to 32,645^000 Arancs. 
This included a provismn for %e Protestants of the reformed 
church, (that offthe confession of Augsburg,) and those ofUc 
Lutheran •chutclf. * In isrfo a *dt$ree was passed fo# giving 
% salaries to th^ teachers of the Jewislfc tenets, at which period 
Catholicism ceased to be denominated the “ religion of the state.” 
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The Wesleyan methodists occupy seven stations in France, on- 
which are employed ten missionaries, assisted* by about twenty 
local preachers and subordinate agents. About seven schools 
have also been established by these missionaries. 


SECTION IV. r . " . . 

PROGRESS OF SOCIETY AND LITERATURE." 

France has been lon£ distinguished amoifg the nations of 
Europe for her literature, even bo far back as the time of the 
Romans. The Druids were, "however, the first theologian, s, legis- 
lators, rhetoricians, and ppets of France. These men, whose re- 
ligion nearly equalled in barbarity that of the ancient Mexicans, 
were divided in tqtlirflfy classes; viz., the Druids, who cultivated 
physiology, moral philosophy, and theology. The Bards were 
poets and musicians, of whom some Wcrfc satyrists, some enco- 
miasts. The Ouatcs sacrificed, divined* and contemplated the 
nature of* things. They had also priestesses, who p&sidcd at the 
sacrifices ( of human victims. No trace is to be found' of their 
learning, for they never committed any thing to w riting, lest their 
sciences and mysteries shouldrbc revealed to the laity and vulgar, 
whom it was their interest and pleasure to keep in a certain de- 
gree of ignorafice ; for akh a u gh schemas tors, they only commu- 
nicated just so mu r ch "knowledge a§ f was calculated to increase 
the respect and veneration of their'disciples for tlpur teachers. 
The settlement of a colony of Greeks at Marseilles jfooduced a 
new cPa in* the literature of the south of France. Grei&« and 
Latin, and the Gaulish language, % weTe studied and spoken, the 
two former in all their purity* in its celebrated academy ; hence 
its Grecian name of Triglotte, and its Latin < ne of Trilingua. 
Tacitus calls i% “ The scat and mistress of stifHy and the sciences.” 
The Druids gave® their instructions u\ the bosom *)f woods and 
forests. The Marseillois assemb^d tfceir pupils in lialls and 
beautiful building*- Py*bias- and Eumeftides, or Eudimenes, 
w\io were both natives of Marseilles', had given to* the world 
tteir dissertations upon foreign countrias, bqfore Livius, Andro- 
nicus, Ncvius, spid Eunius, the hrst Romans who published their 
works, had appeared publicly as literary men. «lt«vas L. Plotius, 
a I/j’onhesoj who first taught 'rhetoric at Koifie. A’ number of 
men, of Gaulish extraction, subsequently figured ^ it the Roman 
bar and in tlie schools: In the reign of Tiberius, the orator, 
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DomitiusAfer, of Nimes; the rhetorician, Clodius Quirinales, of 
Arles; Statius Uisulus, of Toulouse; Castor, of Marseilles; 
Oscus Oscius, of Proveuce, shone asVrators and rhetoricians in 
Vhe Roman capital* Frota the time of Nero until the extinction 
(INthe familylof the Ciusars, undfv Trajan, the Itoman bar wp* 
indebted for js. finest orators to (Jaul. 

Grammarians.-— Mtuc Anthony Gviphon, a celebrated Latin 
gramma rlai^ was a Gaul. He Vas master to, Julius Caesar, 
.Cicero, and seveyl other distinguished Romans ; and Valerius 
Caton, at the came distant period, taught publicly at Rome the 
grammar of the Latin tongue. • # 

Poe A. — With regard to poets during «hese early ages, Gaul 
does not appear to have abounded, as ft) number, or excelled, as 
to genius. 'The names of Tcrcntius Varro, contemporary of 
Cicero ; Pctronius, in jhe time of ClaudiitfandPNero ; and Sen- 
tius Augurinus, are«nyiyioncd as men of poetic talents; the 
latter, as being highly spoken of by Pliny the younger. Many 
of the’ early ecclesiastics were likewise extolled as poet*; for ex- 
ample, Ausone de Bordeaux, Saint Paulin, ISaint Prosper, and 
Niihmius ApollonarifS. * ' • 

Historians. — The works of the only historian menfionled at 
this period, arc those of Trogus Pompeius, abridged by Justin. 

Philosophers and Mathematicians. — Erathyics, Lydanus, 
and two Provencal brothers, yarned Felon jand Gyorfc, who lived 
in the time of Cfesar, wer# distinguished nftithematicians, par- 
ticularly in Astronomy and marine tactics. But among all the 
Gaulish philosophers, no one is moye celebrated than ^a?<jrim, of 
Arles^wlio was more 1 tamed tha^ the EfAperor Aurejian, and yet 
had the happiness*to live ifnftcr his protection. He was a rheto- 
rician, geometric^, and astrologer : he also taught at Athens : 
he was likewise an historian of some merit 

• Physicians.-— Pliny mentions tligt Crinas # was*a professor of 
medicint^of celebrity, at "Marseille, under the Emperor Claudius; * 
and above them all was one* Demosthenes^ mentioned in the 
works of AJitius, of Armide. 

Lawyers. — The \xau Is were renowned as lawyers, and^in the 
reign* or Domitian*, Artftpus,* of#Narbonne, was in high repute, 
and the friend of Martial to boot. MenecratA and ChomoJec 
were also yen ofgflistinguished legal ialenft t % 

Theologians.;— In the early ages Christianity* the Gaulic 

• church abourtded with*learned doctors and theologians: among 
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these, Saint Irencus, of Lyon, in the time mf Marcus Aurelius 
ami Commodus; Saint Hilary, of Poitiers; and Saint Ainbroise, 
were conspicuous. Thcso-'days of literary splendour were, how- 
ever, obscured by the decline and fall of tlie western Romaiji 
tvnpire. Hut the champion^ of the church n^ver failed'— 
St. Prosper, St. Hilary of Arjes, St. Ilonorius, cjf . Marseille, 
Sidoino, Apollonaris, &c. were a host* in teem selves, . 

The gradual establishment* of the feudal system, which fol- 
lowed the inroads of the barbarous nations , as the Greeks and 
Romans were accustomed to call all nations bat their own, 
threw into the back ground all learned institutions ; the barba- 
rians conceiving learning to be incompatible v ith the exdrcisc of 
the more energetic, more' spirit-stirring pursuit of war and con- 
quest. “ But there is an education of mind distinct from the 
literary, which is grfidually imparted by the contingencies of 
active life. In this, which is always the education of the largest 
"portion of mankind, the Gauls were never deficient.”* The Bar- 
barians, i,» Pomades, as they should be more properlv dcsigiiatcd, 
in tlicir forest habitations, in their predatory expedition's* in their 
rude councils and national wars, displayed great natural capacity 
and intellectual activity; the sole direction of these powers being 
subsequently directed to foreign conquest, their effect was fatal 
to the more civilized and degenerate remains of the Roman 
empire, wlihh fell before their victorious arms. Tire facility, 
the rapidity of theiV conquests, impiessed them with lofty ideas 
of their own superiority, and, in the wantonness rii power, the 
stately, heatjien temple, the Christian sanctuary, equally objects 
of tkeir contempt, were' rased tc^ the ground, or converted to* pro- 
. fane uses: yet, even in these days ( of war and rapine, the mem- 
bers of the clitirch felt and fbresaw that their influence would 
Anally triumph over the barbarous policy qf tne heathen ; and 
they judged wisely, fur they alone, in th*se day§ of anarchy, 
P possessed that moral superiority which^necessarily give;; rise to, 
and establishes, power : the ensSaVcrs became, in the sequel, the 
* enslaved f The clbrgy were, at the period in question, shining 

• f « 

* Slfitron Turner’s Anglo Saxons. f r * 

f In the course of time their poitar assumed a temporal character, in 
evdry sense of the wordj for many ‘of the bishops, alibgts, and even in- 
ferior clerical clerks, possessed^ fei£s of a military mature, and it was not 
unusual to see a mitred prelate with a sword in that* hand which should 
only frftye been extended in tlie act of benediction f and by a strange ' 
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"lights in the chaos that surrounded them ; they were encircled by 
the fascination of their sacred character; their science, their 
knowledge, .which was ctonfined to that of some of the Roman 
l^ws, and their historicaf recollections of late events, hut, abo^e 
all, their experience, and the few maxims of'govemmexft of 
which they weteinaste*^, gjLve tft the bishops a superiority whiefi 
awed even the fierce barbarian, vyhose principles of government 
extended no further than the use of his sworfl, and the pre- 
'servation of his A dividual liberty.* ftttila himself was accom- 
panied as far as the Rhine by a bishop, on h» return to his 
native gountry.f Yet many a year, many an aye passed away, 
before the minds of these unpolished and restless warriors were 
directed to the peaceful pursuits of life; and during these un- 
settled times, civilization fled from the abodes tif men, and learn- 
ing hid itself in the^cloister, where monkish legends and history, 
not unfrequently miscdlolired by the misrepresentation of those,' 
who, secluded in their celfc, could give but traditionary accounts 
of events* ajld who were, consequently, totally .unable to undfe/- 
stapd the motives oilmen, in whose transactions they nob only took 

• no decided jjart, hut of whose deeds they only heard the distant 
murmur. Such men were consequently ill calculated to write 
liistoiy, whicji, deprived of her fair attendant, philosophy, degene- 
rates intoja mere chronicle/ df facts : but their literacy relies are, 
nevertheless, invaluable, amthe resources from which the enlight- 
ened mind finds ample scc$e for reflection, and the historian a 
record of etents, which would have been otherwise f losS % to pos* 
ferity? Grammarian^, orator#,^ legislators, philo^jphers, .and 
mathematicians, |pd disappeared; but tiue produced its usual 
effects on the conquered and the* conqueror in Gaul, as well as 
elsewhere. Frox! the union of the Gauls and Franks sprang a 

# new people, the ancqptors of the present French nation, a distinct 
race froyj^the* two former, yet^partaiing of the qualities of their 
double onginal stock. I&tin «had been, in the learned ages al- 

transforraatkl^ of property. and dignity, princes eventually confbrjed 
ecclesiastical benefices upon thejr bravest warriors. * « 

• Although not a literal translation, the author Is indebted for these 
observations to a work entitled, Hlstoire Politique do ASgtise. M. VMla- 
deau, Paris, 1A19£ ^ . • 

t All thehishopAad originally the faddof Pape, but it wadin the fourth 
# century, after a long struggle for this pre-Sbinence, conferred on the 
Bfohop of Rome alone* 9 
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luded to, tlic colloquial language in the universities, and among 
the higher ranks of socie^ ; but, at the commencement of the 
sixth century, it had degenerated into n^ialect* called Rustique, a 
sgjrt of Patois Latin. Pure I^tin consequently became a study 
as a foreign language ; and the writings of this period present a 
strange medley of Gaulish and 6erman Vords latinised, by their 
terminations. In the reign of Charlemagne, letters and'lraming 
revived, and Louis le Dehonnaire and Charles le Chanve followed 
his example, and patronized literature. The discovery of the 
Pandects of JiCktinian , at Amalphl, in Italy, somewhere about the 
twelfth or thirteenth century, gave a new stiiqplus to thediuman 
mind; they engrossed the attention of the* learned, and men 
found a new road to eminence and fame in the study of the law. 
But this dawning of Siterary light, from the darkness of night, 
cannot be said to have advanced farther than morning in the day 
of literature, until the reign of Louis !XII., at which period 
it gradually went on increasing, till, 'at last, it hurst iri noon- 
tide splendour in. the brilliant galaxy of talent which -displayed 
itself in the reign of Louis XIV. Mankind diad* however, made 
vast strides to civilization before that period. n . 

The spirit of fanaticism which led to the wild and romantic ex- 
peditions of ttyp Crusades, had produced an effect IV, tie expected 
by Peter tint Hermit and Saint Beri^rd. They had only in view 
the rescue of the Hv>ly City from the ^ands of the hated inlidels, 
whom they represented in the most delusive colours.* But those 
infidel* (verp, at that period, rich in the learning of tfyd East; they 
were men of«sciencc, exbellcnt ljusbandroev, roroaitfic in alfc their 
enterprizes, brave and gallant in fltarte of wat distinguished by 
their persevering industry in commerce, and the prosecution of 
all those arts which contribute* to* the comfopt if human life, in 
that of. peace.' The Crusadprs expected to* encounter monsters, , 
scarcely bearing the human form, savage in their nature^ and re- 
fined in their cruelty They were surprised to find the infidels 
were men, handsome in their* person^ gafiant in thejr bearing, 

* But this*same spell over the hunfcn riind lias nof long been withdrawn 
from the eyes amfminds of some of -our contemporaries. Will it be be- 
lieved, tjjiat, in one of fhe southern states of Sou(h Jkmerica, not thirty 
years ago, Christians were taog^t, that Protestants Were horn with horns 
and tails, and that these obnoxious appendages werd •carefully removed t 
while they were in aerate of infancy ! But the schoolmaster is abroad* 



PROGRESS OF SOCIETY AND LITERATURE. 75 

'glittering in all the gorgeous panoply of war, and animated by a 
spirit of fanatic bravery, which rendered them worthy to en- 

• counter the bravest knight of Christendom. The Greek empire, 
at this period, likewise retained some vestiges of its former splen- 
dour;* and when the Christians fttumed to then* distant homes, 

they carried with them the desill to enjoy some of those luxuries 
in which they had revelled in theJEast. The spirit of invention 
was consequently roused, the arts revived, science issued from the 
•cloister, and assilted in the perfection^ those manufactures to 
which the newly-formed wants of man had given rise. Slow, in- 
deed, ^»s the advance to civilization, it # is truej but, neverthe- 
less, it went on progressing. t 

The troubadours, who had visited the Holy Land, who were 
present at tilts and tournaments, and ^epeahehbin great honour, 
lfovered about the court, or wandered tfrfiotigh die country, reciting 

* their marvellous legendjs bf knights, and sorcerers, and fair and* 
captive- ladies, &c. See., were every where welcomed and^carcssed. 
The compositions of these writers of poesy and? romance, in which 
the s troubadours of m Provence particularly excelled, Jf>ng con- 
tinued in favour with the gay people of France. The Ronnance 

of the Rose is still extant. They w%re followed by prose writers, 
on the same subject, whose pages equally abound in dwarfs and 
giants, sorcerers, &c. &c. These* writeife were followed by men 
of abstruse and deep learning* who did not, however, much benefit 
mankind by their studies. Id some of the higher ranks of litera- 
ture, that oMUtory for one, France did not abound until later 
thnesgind this circumstance may* arise from the arbiftary powejr of 
its ancient sovereigns. Few^iexSoiis would venture ”lto give the 
detail of, or recorefthose events, which would •sound harsh and 
grating upon the^ears of him tvby could appoint the writer a 
snug dwelling in the*jJungeons of the Bastille^ or elsewhere, at 
liis pleasure : hud even now, Aemoires axe more abundant than 
absolute hiltory. The naiftes'of the Sieur de Joinville, Philippe 
de .Comines, ^rantome^ Juvenal de$ Urstns, Duhaillan, Mezerai, 
Belleforet, C Halier, *Ou Clos, John de Troyes, # and Davila de 
Thou, fisc., found • the \ basis jf history until the* tirife of 
Francis I. From this period the writers of France are numeroys 
upon most subj&t^ .Her divines and theological writers have 
greatly distinguished themselves, antf her mathematicians rank 
highly among the* learned of Europe, as'well as her naturalists, 
among whom Buffon and Cuvier stpnd Unriddled. Her poets, 
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satiric, lyric, dramatic, and pastoral, are likewise numerous, and 
her composers of songs an£ fable arc much admired. The only 
French poem which has any claims t^ the title of epic, is the 
Henriadc, of Voltaire. Her theatre was formerly founded upon 
the stately models of Greece, *but the dramatists of the present 
day have shaken off all the tramihels of unity ; they revel in licen- 
tious freedom; her dramas vie with each other in. exciting 
horror, for the more horrible (not awful ; there is a difference be- 
tween the awful and terrible, and the horrible,) the more they are 
approved. 1VL de la Vigne’s tragedies are an exception, they are 
regular compositions. M. M. de Chateaubriand, Delille, De la 
Martine, Delavigne, a M b Dumas, Victor Hugo, Maheau,&c. <$ce., 
are amongst her most distinguished writers of the present day. 
Cheap penny magazines, old records and legends, (collected from 
the vieux ckroniques , to which every one has access,) these, worked 
into romances, stories, &c. &c., constitute the light reading of the 
day. T|\e French mind has not yet subsided into a calm suf- 
ficiently powerful io produce profound, dispassionate reflection ; 
the romavtique is the order pf the day; consequently, any thing 
like £olid. composition must be at a stand stillf The names of. 
most of the remarkable men of France, who have 'distinguished 
themselves, will be mentioned in the ^description of the depart- 
ments in vyfrich they weVe bom. 

' .o 


SECT T ON V. 

MANUFACTURESgOE FRANC^. 

The principal" manufactures of France consist of cambrics, 
draperies, pier-glasses, cottorp manufactories, laces, silks,* tapes- 

• Mulberry Trees. — If the growth of France in raw silk bg estimated 
at 3,000,000 pounds, the quantityeof CDcdbns may be estimated at about 
36,000,000 pounds, r It is v calculated that sixteen pounds of mulberry 
leaves will be consumed for the production of oqa pouw?*6f cocoons) so 
that file aiyiual produce of France must*be VC, 000,000 pounds of leaves ; 
and giving to egch tree an average annual produce of ten pounds, the 
number of mulberry trees must be above 5,700,000. One ounce of eggs 
will, ot an c average, produce 100 pounds of cocoons !$ Xn ounce of eggs is 
calculated to give, at leastg. 36)600 worms. The 'quantity of silk-worms 
annually reared in France 1 cannot, therefore, jbe less than 10,800,000,000. 
— Dr. Bowring's R£ort,~ Times. 
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•tries, carpets, stationery, hardware, porcelain, jewellery, &c. &e. 
TJie manufacture of sugar from beet-root, as a discovery of 
modern .limes, and one §o successful as to provide sugar suffi- 
cient for the home consumption of France, claims particular 
notice, as well as the progressiv! ‘use, and increasing consiynp- 
tion of what ds* now deemed a nJcessary article. « 

In the time of Henry rC\ of France, sugar was such a rarity 
as to be sold by the ounce in the apothecaries’ shops. In 1700 
'the total consumption of sugar amounted to 2,000,000 of pounds 
weight*, the population was then calculated at 16,000,000 souls. 
In 17fjp the consumption was increased to 32,000,000; hut the 
revolutionary war^» and the high taxes put upotf foreign sugars, 
again reduced it to 14,000,000, which, to a population of 
44,000,000 of souls, gave three ounces. <?^ly Uj each individual, 
and its value was fi#e francs a pound. When peace was re- 
stored, the following tha. gradual increase of the consump-, 
tion of- sugar. * • 

# * • Killogrammes . Price . • 

1615 • • • • 1 6,000,000 • • • • 3 f. 60 c.*pfer pound. 

1816 24,000,000 3 60 

1818* •••• 36,000,000 ..v 3 20 

1820 .... 48,000,000 .... 2 80 

1822* .... 55,000,QQP . •• . 2 • 80 

18^6 .... 61,000, (J60 .... 2 40 

1 829 # • • • • 68, 000,000 .... 2 40 * 

1831 .... 80,000,000 .... 2 10 

• During the % late continental vtar) when. Buonapattd having, by 
his decrees, forbidden the hnpor&tion into France of every tiling 
English, whetheafn the form of «lw material* or, in a manufac- 
tured state, Severn clever men donpeived the project of extracting 
sugar from beet-root 9 ^ and, notwithstanding the attacks of the ig- 
norant, fixe smiles of the supercilious, and The ridicule* of the 
would-be-learned, who Vfill* never learn from experience, the 
mother of invention, they persevefed, and Wtfre rewarded by tlyit 
success whiA n^psf generally accompanies perseverance in a good 
cause. • Large tracts of land, p^ticularly in the* nortl^of France, 
are now appropriated to the culture of this whol|some root, from 
which sugar jtfeajtracted, and sold for twenty sols per pound, In- 
stead of five franc?, which was its price during the war •already 
•mentioned. The fabrication of sugar Trom beet-root is simple. 
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The roots are collected in autumn, when they are immediately 
bruised between two wheels, which reduces them to a stringy 
pulp. This pulp is then p%t into sacks, which are submitted to 
a powerful pressure. The juice is recci. ed into coppers, in which 
it*»is then gradually boiled, until it is well clarified, and assumes 
the consistence of a syrup; this quickly crystallines, pnd converts 
itself into a cannonade , brown sugai^ which is easily refined. 
This sugar is as, fine as that pfoduced by the siigar-cane ; it is 
even whiter, and there wo/ild be some diflicultyjn distinguishing 
it from foreign sugar, but that it is less porous. 

The French colonies of Guyaue, Guadeloupe, and Martinique, 
export considerable quantities of sugar annua' Ky, — and, let Eng- 
land look to it, — tea has* been introduced successfully into the 
former, and Chinese tea planters and gatherers have been per- 
suaded to quit their country, and superintend the culture of this 
valuable vegetation. In 1833, after aq, of thirteen years’ 
culture, Cayenne sent to France 442 kil ig. of lea, of an.execl- 
leut quality. This. is but a small quantity, but the Alissisipj.I is 
blit a streamlet at its rise. English workmen are equally per- 
suaded to' go to France by the lure of large offers^ Let them in- 
quire how long those templing baits will last, and whether, so 
soon as they have communicated as much information as may be 
necessary for their employers to project! without the*r assistance, 
they may not be sent back again ton look for work in England. 
What has happened may happen aga^n ! 

Tobacco is a monopoly in the hands of the government. It is 
cultivated, by permission, in tjie departments of Ban Rhin. 
Boutlies du Plkone, He et Vilaiv ?, Lot et Garonne, v Nord, Pan dc 
Calais , Var , and Lot, and even the Quantity g^iwn is limited by 
the government, in fact, the French govemnWnt may be said 
to be planters^ and wholesale" and retail dealers of this plant. 
c The culture of tobajeo is by no me^ns profitable to the growers at • 
all times ; for if the quality be not equal to the expectations of 
the government, it if thrown upon their hands. The manufacture 
of*snuff is likewise in the hand of the government. 

ft not until the years 1814, 181$ that the fabrication of 
paper by machines was introduced into France. The machinery 
Jbr*this purpose ?s made in England. M. Mmtgplficr aine has 
a machine # at Saint Maur % near Paris , whim has«bcen pre- 
eminently successful. Ijhe details of this machine are too nu- 
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6 me rous and complex for description, without an accompanying 
engraving, but the results are these, —that, instead of sheets of 
paper, an immense roll is produced, tjje unfolded length of which 
depends* upon thejrtcasufe of the manufacturer. This roll is cut 
into sheets, of equal length, by an ingenious machine, invented 
by My. Edward Cooper, of London. Two minutes is sufficient 
to transform* till pulp into, a piper of perfect substance. This 
pulp flows* along; ihc metallic clotty upon which it assumes consist- 
ency, at so quick a rate as to make twenty-threb square feet of 
paper in a mipuft. • 

The importation of the Cashmere goat into France has greatly 
contrilgited to the improvement of the shqwls anjJ finer articles of 
manufacture, which were formerly produced from wool only; 
and the breed of Merino sheep lias, in equal proportion, benefited 
all tlie woollen manufactures, the finer ck>ths«of which are ex- 
ceedingly beautiful The looking-glasses of France are unri- 
valled, except by thosftdl Venice. Her silks are well known fop 
thc # beauty of tlieir col our, "and the richness of their tenure ; and 
this description of silks is cheaper, in proportion as to tlieir 
quality, than tlyose $f England ; bul her lighter silffs, (tf G ros-tfc- 
Naples, arq^on the other hand, vastly inferior in quality to those 
of England, proportionally to thei^ price. 

France hps always been a professed imitator of ancient 
Athens ; her theatre, tliou£lf now set dt liberty, Tropi time, and 
place, and unity, and rioting in this freedom, was formerly con- 
structed upcm the plan of tlfb great masters of dramatic poetry, 
the GreciaAs. Athens piqued herself upon being the most 
]>olis^ed of tjie state$ of Greece ; and #M. Villefe las the # pre- 
sumption, in thes»enlightentd days, to pronounce France at the 
head of Europeg# civilization. This being the case, modesty , at 
least, cannot be included among; t^e virtues of ci vili zation. Paris 
is to Frenchmen wkqt Athens was to Attica, and Attica to Greece, 
the centre of*every thing. Ffiris is* in fact, France : her build- • 
ings, her 'public edifices, like «those of Athens, are magnificent; 
and her pji^ronago <ff great mentis, 1 ike tHat of the Athenians, 1 
magnificent f alsq ; like tii&t of the Athenians, it is unstable, fickle, 
vacillating, and mutable. *. _ . • 

As connected, wijth the mamgactures of Frante, Jaques Caur 
and Bernard My are. two examples wosth recording, not only 
as prominent examples of the truth W die above asset tiot, but as 
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becoming an honourable testimony to these two individuals, to. 
whom France is more indebted than to many of her heroes and 
statesmen, whose names gljjiter in the heroic page, but of whose 
deeds no substantial benefit remains, {lot so the deedi of these 
tyo great men, who, by theij genius, integrity, and industry, 
hav£ conferred* benefits upon France, which shall be, while 
France exists, of inestimable value to their cofmtfy,at whose 
hands they experienced such cruel persecution. . 

Jaques Cceurm ay be considered the founder of French com- 
merce. In his early yoifth he was employed *n /he coining of 
money. The good education he'lmd received, and the ability he 
displayed in hi^commoycial affairs, introduce*] him to the notice 
of Charles VII., who appointed him master of the mint at 
Bourges ; and subsequently he was nominated to the management 
of the finances of*F raflee, under the modest title of Argentier . 

Genoa and Venice were astonished to sje^a private individual 
rivalling them in commerce, for his vessels were seen in every 
sea and port, where they formerly Were unrivalled: as was 
naturally to be expected, he shortly amassed an immense for- 
tune ; and, in 1448, he constructed a house at t Bourgc&> consi- 
dered >t that time, the most beautiful in the kingdopi. In 1682, 
it was purchased by the Major and burghers for an Hotel de 
Ville and palace of justice, which it still continues, to be. The 
chapel was ^placed over the principal portal, on each side of 
which was constructed a small closet,* containing a fire-place and 
small window ; here Jaques Occur and his wife heart! mass ; the 
roof of r this chapel was painted between the arclyels, with co- 
loured figures, and ornamented with the richest gothic fret-f/ork* 
Upon a stone balustrade leading to*thfe belfryt of the clock, the 
following device ie engraven, •and ora amen temjgsvith hearts and 
shells : — “ A occur vaillant riem d? impossible 

His wealth was go great, {jhat, in 1448, be lent Charles VII. , 

• 200,000 golden crowns, in order to 1 enable him to make /he con- 
quest of Normandy*; besides which, & supported four armies 

• during the whole orthe ^ar. * As a reward for these* services he 
waS ennobled, aiyl he then bought the lyids’of J 1 ohei, P&reust, 

1 and &l. Fmrqueau ; this latter contained twenty-two parishes. 
W^eii the Kin^ entered Rouen r Jaques Ccewr inarched by the 
side of tjie beautiful Du iVow, wearing the spot tunic and arms 
as that prettsc Chevalier . Me was subsequently sent as ambas- 
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> sador to Lausanne ,* but bis enemies, profiting by bis absence, 
accused him of having poisoned Agnes Sorel, whose executor he 
tad been appointed, tyi his return liome he had some difficulty 
to prove his innocence, which he, however, finally accomplished. 
His .enemies, however, were uftitcmitting in their attempts oto 
ruin this wprthy man ; they accused him of sending money o\\t 
of the kingdom,, of sellirfg arms to the Musselmen, of sending 
back a Christiaan slave who had* escaped from # his master, and 
many other sucl^ false accusations werp brought against him. A 
commission Was appointed to t$y him, at the head of which was 
Antoine de Chaboyies, Comte dc Dammortin, his mortal enemy. 
Jaques Cccur was^found guilty, and cmWemnetf to death on the 
19th of May, 1453 ; but the King,*in consideration of certain 
service s, and at the Recommendation of the Poge, commuted the 
.sentence to the fin® of 400,000 crowns, *tlie confiscation of his 
estates, perpetual l)&\shment from the kingdom, and the doing 
penance before the chifrcji ! Thus, Charles VII., whom history 
hdS'Sumainpd the Victorious, because Joan pf Arc ldftt him her 
sword, -and Jaques Ceeur his money, permitted ihc one to be 
bdmed at /2often,*and the other to 'be sacrificed to the inaligu 
passions of the nobles of his court* . * ' • 

Thus reduced to misey, and consigned to banishment, he was, 
however, permitted to find *n asylum.in the convent of Beau- 
caire, in 'Languedoc, from ^whence hh esoAped by rnfians of Jean 
Duvillage , yne of his factqps, who had married his niece. His 
clerks, to jphom he had been a father, subscribed the sum of 
.60,000 crowns, with which Jie* fled to Rome* wheffc Pope 
Calfctus IIP. gave him an^ asylum, and appoint|d him •com- ' 
mander in chie^ft a fleet destined to act against the Turks. He < 
fell sick traversing the Archipelago, and died m the isle of Chios, 
in 1455. He wa® not only th? richest, but qpe of the best 
informed men of his time : # he left several* literary works be- # 
hind hitii. # 

Louis XI. rescu^l his memojy fiyni reproach \ and after a a 
Taw-suit, *^iioh not terminated until the reign of Chtyfles 
VII 1.^ his children wdre reinstated in their rights with regard to 
the lordships usurped by CkSbormcs de Dammortm. Charles 
VII. died at* Mehunsur-Evre] a short ^stance from Boutgcs, 
whither he ha# fled to protect Jrimself from the eupposed 
, attempts of his sen against his life by peison ; and so strongly did < 

£ 5 
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he believe this, that he refused food for the last eight days of his* 
life, and thus died from starvation : all that remains of this castle 
is one ruined tower. t t 

France is indebted for her delf ware, and perhaps her fine 
p<ftc$lain, to one Bernard PaKSsy, who was bom in the year 
U>00, at Agen, where he employed himself in painting on glass; 
he also studied the arts of drawing,*' geometry, and surveying. 
He reaped, however, but small profits from these various pur- 
suits ; and his mind, naturidly speculative, gave <vay to many idle 
suggestions, until a fortunate circumstance directed all his men* 
tal powers to the accomplishment of one object. An enamelled 
earthen cup, probably of Italian origin, fell to to his hands : he 
immediately resolved on making one like it. He collected some 
earthenware fragijientSj which he carefully-covered with compo- 
sitions of his own inventions, these he triccftat the neighbouring- 
furnaces; year after year rolled on, and fc&Hssi/ wasting, as it 
was then said, his time and substappe* in vain speculations, 
per§evered*in his plans, though oppressed by care, discouraged 
by - repeated disappointments, scoffed at by the world, accused of 
sorcery., of*coining false money ; and, to crown all? persecuted at 
home by the complaints of his/amily. In the midst 'df all these 
misfortunes, his courage never forsook him. Twenty years 
elapsed in the& fruitless* endeavours^ and when, a*t length, a 
dawning of Success beamed on his* delighted mind, the only 
workman he had, suddenly left him, and demanded his salary. 
Palissy, not being able to raise this sum, gave % man his 
clothes \o make up the, wages, and now his resources were ex- . 
hausthd. Tlfe palings of his garden^ his Tumiturb, the doors 
of his house, even the floors, were tom up to afford fuel for his 
furnace ; but, at this moment of desolation, fortjme smiled upon 
his efforts; his .labours were crowned with success ; and his ena- 
.melled and figured 'pottery assumed many beautiful tforms under 
bis plastic hand : he was appointed Inventeur des rustiqvts figures 
flu toi; he received the surname of Bernard des Thuilleries , 
wjg&ve an apartment was assigned him by f Henrj^SI. His 
f^Jures#his flat pieces of china, ornamented the palaces of kings. 
The Chateau de Madrid , in the Sois de Boulogne, constructed by 
orddr of Francis I., wjs much ornamented, externally, with this 
enamelled porcelain ; and the great court of the Chateau Saint - 
Germain- en-Laye was orntmented with the same jich and costly 
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• material. Although a man of no education, he gave lectures at 
Paris, in the presence of the most celebrated physicians of his 
day, on . natural history more parjcularly upon the different 
qualities'of earths and waters, rivers, fountains, and wells: he 
examined salt springs, mineral avaters, mountains, stalactites, 
clays, metals, .and fossils. Paljpsy had now reached the summit 
of his fortune, b.ut he was again doomed to experience the 
uncertainty of dll things here bdlow ; he was suddenly thrown 
into a prison, frqp which he would only have issued to march to 
execution, had not the Connetable de Montmorency , who was his 
protector, instantly presented a petition to the "queen mother, 
who obtained front the King an order to*set hist at liberty : his 
crime was, — Protestantism.* He livdd, however, honoured and 
respected by all hi^jcon temporaries, and died at the advanced 
age of ninety years* He left several Aienflfic works behind 
him. He adopted ftn^ fallowing line for his motto 

M Powete empiche les bans esprits de parvenir ” 

It is to sich men as these, that a grateful country sUould erect 
statues.* *‘ 

TDanals. — The canals of France arc not numerous, but they 
are very important, and highly advantageous to her commercial 
interests ; for, although ^she be intersected by many very fine 
livers, andUieir tributary streams, yet there areedistricts which 
the industry of man has rcndered it important tcJ connect by 
means of a£, to which nature, all provident’as she is, offered no 
means of pnion, except by long, tedious, and laborious land 
«carriage. Take, for instance, • Bordeaux^ towards the "Atlantic, 
and 'the sea 'ports of Toulon, fee., on the MedUQraneani the 
commerce betwcA these opposite points was formerly earned on 
by long, tedioifll and expensive land oarria!ge, or by the more 
circuitous route through the Stratfe of Gibraltar, qlong the west- 
ern coast of fcpain, fetotiie Bay o£ Biscay. •The canal) tliere- # 
*'• t 

* When the French were driven ftom Naples bg the assistance of the 
English, ugder Lord Nelson, " the iftsurgfenttf ot Arezzo, (Neapolitans 1 
adverse to tik FjeAeh pgrty,) after having received the benedictions 
of the Cardinal Zqpdadari, publicly burnt sixteen" Jews or Jewesses, 
and threw their children upon thp pile, history proclaims with horror 
that Catholic hfttolwance is the most barbarous of au the passions/’— 
Histoiu PoUtiqui & VBgttse par M A* VidalUatu Pari*, 1^33. 
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fore, which has removed these disadvantages, first claims our 
attention in the inland navigation of Franck.* As, however, 
France is indebted to an Ity lian of the name of Andreossy , for 
the great benefits she has derived from her canals, it may not be 
improper to observe, that Italy + during the time of the Republic, 
was intersected' by many canals t and sluices for the purpose of 
irrigation ; but, as the use of locks was unknown until the year 
A.D. 1481/ the canals fell into decay so soon as their imme- 
diate utility was interrupted by any of those casualties to which 
all sublunary things are liable : the banks gave way ; and, in 
many instances, that which was highly beneficial when at first 
constructed, became a serious evil by the spre^ling of the .vater$ 
and the constant formation of marshy land, where a fruitful and 
highly cultivated terra firma had formerlyjjresented a rich and 
smiling landscape. So early as the tim^ of Charlemagne , a, 
^motion of the Rhine and Danube was projected and commenced 
by that monarch ; but its completion wa$ interrupted by a thou- 
sand obstacles, whiqh would quickly vanish before tl^ scicnqot»of 
m^tlera times’^ The proposed line of junction was between the 
Rednitz y bn the west, arid the Athmul, On the east. The 
Redniiz fells into t}ie Mein , in the environs of Baubouvg, and 
the Mein into the Rhine , near Mayence . The Athmul , on the 
other side, thrcpvs itself ipto thq Danube at Kelhein. thus, by 
means of thc^e two rivers, the German Ocean and the Black Sea 
would have been brfmgbt into easy cSmmunication the one with 
the other. The canal between the Rednitz and 'the Athmul 
was to have bpen 300 feet wide and six miles long,\>uly. Yet 
the heavy rajas, the falling in o£ the bariksj &c., were the Suffi- 
cient and principal causes of its failure. V 
Canal du Midi. — Francis 1. ^ad the canalnf Languedoc in 
contemplation^ hut the execution of this great undertaking was 
reserved for the brilliant reign olj Louis XIV* Jin the year . 
1660, Francois Andreossy, an Italian" (and a progenitor of 
General Andreossy Jy drew up a ‘plan for this great undertaking, 
which he presented to M?Riquet, the intimat^frien&pf Colbert , 
minist^ to Louis* XIV. The plan was by him presented to M. 
Cler^ilhe, Commissary General iof 'Fortifications, in 1GR0, but 

wSfiout mentioning the name of Andreossy; and from the cir- 

* • * 

They were invented by two engineers* oiValverSe. 
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•cumstance of Riquet having transacted all the business, and his 
family having received all the profits, even to the time of the 
Involution, this great undertaking t|us attributed solely to him. 
General Andreossy has, however, satisfactorily vindicated the 
memory of his ancestor, and pftwed him to ha|e been thq en- 
gineer who ‘entirely superintended, and finally cKffhpleted, this 
noble and. masterly performance. 

The Canal of %anguedoc, called also the Canal du Midi , com- 
mences on the western side of Toulouse, round which it passes, 
in ascending, 1 •by eight locks ; from thence it is carried along the 
southern side of the Lers to Villefranche , by thirteen more locks; 
and b/five more, %fter crossing the Ler$ it reaches the highest 
point of its elevation, vie., three miles and a half above the 
Garonne : it then parses Castehmudary , near Carcassonne , Tarbes , 
Ohmzac , the foot or the mountains of \entenac, the town of 
. Cassestang , and rounc^tlje point of the mountain Ecnrem , fron^ 
which, it crosses the narrow ridge of Malpas , through a tunnel 
184 yards lgng, and proceeds to the top of /he chaitf by eight 
locks at Fhu&eranne ; from this it traverses file river Orb, on the 
% sofith side of Dezicfa ; it then takes a southerly directidh over the 
rivers Lihvm and Herault , rount^ the lake Thau, through the 
eastern extremity of which it passes to the port of Cette , on the 
shore of tliF Mediterrane # The length of this canal, from the 
summit at Naurouse to the port of Cette,. is 121J Eftgiish miles, 
and the fall 62 1$ feet; tfi^ total length of it is 148 English 
miles. Th^ greatest works of this navigation are the reservoir at 
JSamt-Fereok , which is four mjlea and a half in girsuftference, 
andfcs more 'than olte hundred feet deep: it lies^etweeft two 1 
mountains, fromAhich it receives many torrents, the waters of 
which are oonvdjfd by an aq^ecftict to the tiksin of Nawwuse ; 
besides which, three bronze pipeS*oonvey the waty thither when 
« it is not high enough to spread itself through the aqueduct : the ( 
water rtlshes through t^ese pipes with fury, and falls, with a 
terrific noise, into a vaulted aquefluct,^ whigfe is called the Vault < 
of Hell. «^he basins at JCastelnaudary ; the 102 locks, one # of 
which is circular, ninety feet in diameter; the tunnel through the 
ridge of Malpas, *which is 'fiv# hundred feet lbng,*ninety-two 
road bridges, and fifty-nine stream bridges; tbil artificial dykes 
cut through the^ahe of Thau, far t^e length of three miles and 
three-quarters; and the bed cut through a rock as hard as mar- 
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ble, in the plain of Angelin* $ these constitute the most striking 
operations of this celebrated Canal du Midi, 

This canal was begun iit April, 1667, and the first voyage 
made upon it was on the 30th of June, 1681. The vessels 
which navigat^ it are eightyd»/e feet long, from seventeen to 
nineteen feet 1 toad, draw five feut four inches w,oler } .and carry 
100 tons. They take from six to seven days to go from Agde to 
Toulouse, but they do not travel in the night. This traffic pro- 
duces a million of franco annually ; but nearly, the half of this 
sum is consumed in eveiy year’s repair, and towards the end of 
the summer the canal is shut for two months for this purpose. 
The canal, whfcn perfect, is sixty-four feet toad at the Stirface 
of the water, thirty-four at the bottom, and six feet five inches 
deep. r 

There are many canals connecting the Rhone with various 
ptlier rivers ; the principal of which appears- to be that of Arles , 
which extends to Port de Bac, One, j which has been com- 
menced td unite the Rhone and the Loire , under the namtvof 
Canal of Givers , takes its beginning from Givers , ten -miles and 
a half below Lyons , and proceeds to the shofe ofrthe Gier; but 
this undertaking i§«not yet completed. The Canal of •the Centre , 
or of Charleroi , unites Dijon with Chalons , after a course of 
seventy-one English miles: it is thirty feet wide at the bottom, 
forty-eight &t the water’s surface, and five feet and U quarter 
deep ; the descent, 1 from the sunmfit level to the Soane, is 400 
feet, by fifty locks. 

The lanal qjf Bourgogne is intended to unite the- Soane with 
the Seine . ST he Seine is a river of much importance in Frrttoce, 
but it is navigable only to Nagent There hh r e been proposals 
for making canals,' in various directions, in collection with the 
Seine, but nope of "them have been cairiedainto effect, the ex- 
r . pence being, it is raid, much too great fo* the ends for which 
they were intended. The Seine is vpry incommodious at its 
mouth, from the shifting of sands. The , river, from Rouen to 
P&ris, is only navigable four months in the year: the“great boats 
of Royen are 1£1 feet long, they carry 350 c tonfiS, are drawn by 
twelve hordes, and occupy eighteen* to twenty days in going to 
Paris. Three Ihcks have been constructed up^n the Seine , viz. 
one at J&on{ de VArctie, ano^hea at Isore, and* a third at Vernon. 

In Picardy there are Jwo canals. That from the Oise to the 
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• Somme , named the canal of Fere or Crozal. A branch of this 
proceeds to Amierut; the other joins the sXime to the Scheldt , 
by Crevecceur, Cambray, # and Bouchdn, tojv alencietines : to this 
has been added a third blanch canal. f 
The canal of Briare was beguMn 161 0, and it^was complpttti 
in 1642. It; commences in the Coire, a mile froin Briare, pro* 
ceeds to Guzmne f Rogny, * Chatillon, and Mantargis , where it 
joins the river Coing, which falls into the Seim The locks of 
this canal are th% first which were constructed in France. Its 
navigation is, liowever, very imperfect, and the canal of Orleans 
has been made os its substitute, the navigation between Briare 
and Orleans beingtconstantly impeded by the ftallows of the ' 
Loire , even for three months at a time. The canal of Orleans 
begins a little below, Orleans , and joins the Loing below Mon- 
tar gis : there is a prolongation of the canal of Orleans and Briare 
. from Montargis to dip Seine , at the small village of Manoet, t 


near the city of Morel, beipg a distance of thirty-thrpe miles. 

Rail Ro*ds.— Before the year 1825 there was notone rail- 
road in France ; but, between that year and f 828, M. Beaunier, 
% Insjpecteur Divfcionaire des Mines , superintended the Construc- 
tion of one between Saint Etienne % in the countyjpf Tfice; and 
the Loire . This road is single; it is twenty-four kilometres* 
long ; it costal ,500,000 francs, not including 230,000 which were 
expended In the material for* its construction. • 

M. M. S equine then laict^down one between Saint Etienv? 
and Lyon . t This is fifty-six kilometres long; it is of forged 
iron, and consists of two roads ; 9 it •was opened in 1830 ^it cost 
altogfther 16,600,000 trf francs. • This enormous amount sfrose 
from two circumstances : first, because 12,000 feet were cut 
through a solid rii§ k, which aloge absorbed 2>O?)O,0OO ; secondly, 
the purchase of tine ground thfough whifch it; passed eost 
*6, 000, 000; another rfhd extra 1,006,000 was* expended in pur- 
chasing dhains, forty-two Jocpmotive machines, and 1,000 wag- 
gons. A third rail-rqpd is that cqpstruct$d jly M. M. Mettet et 
Henri Andf^ieuo^ # at Roanne, extending from that place jfo 
Lyon. Several Smaller* ones have also been constructed ty pri- 
vate individuals, for the benefit df their own manufactories. 
Many granc^ rqpds are prelected, and age most likely began 


A kilometre, 513 fathoms long.' 
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by this time, in various parts of France; among them is one to’ 
connect Paris with (/flaw*, and another to unite Marseille with 
Lyon. 'S l f 

FRENCH MEASURES AND WEIGHTS. 

* r ) &feasures ¥ of Length . 

' f ^ English Inches. 

Myriam&tre a... equal 393708 , 

Kilometre « 39.370*8 * 

Hectometre 3937*08 

DScamfcre 1 ' ^393*708 

Metre , or base * 39*3708 

Decimetre, or palm 3*9370 

Centimit ft, or digBt r> *39.^7 

Millimetre, or stroke 7 -0393 

N.B. The metre, which is the ten millionth part of 90° of the meri- 
dian, is the unit of lineal measure. It is equal to *513074 toise : . hence a 
toise is equal 76*73513 English inches; and a French foot equal 12*789188 
English inches. 

An inch English measure equals ' 2*539954 centimetres. 

A foot 3-0479449 > J .7cim£tret 

<* A yard 0-91438346 iit£Ue. 

A pole Or perch . 5*02911* metres. - 

A hirlotig 201*16437 metres. 

A mile 1609*3149 mitres. 

N.B. The French foot is to the English, or the toise to^lie fathom, as 
1*065777 to l, St nearly as r 16 to 16. ’ * 

l Square Measures. I •'* English cubic feet 


l Square Measures. 

English square feet. 

Hectar^ equal 107643*048 

Decare ..... 10764*304 

Are’. <? 1078-430'- 

D/ciare 107-843 

Centiare 10-7A 

MiUiare 1-073 

N.B. The are, wljjch is a square 
decametre, is tlie unit of square 
measures, and it is ecjpal to *098845 e 
English rood. Thfc hectare ds 
equal to 2*47316 English acres. 

t A 

Solid 'Measure* t 

u u English cubic feet 

Myriastere equal c 353166*076 

Kilostere . .\ 3531^607 

Hectostere • $53 1 *660 


Decastere eqjal 353*166 

Stere 35*316 

Dtcfoiire 3*53? 

Centisterfi !... # *353 

kiliistere . .Vv, *035 

N.B. The tyre, which is a cubic 
metre, is tl^p unit of solid measures. 

Measures ofCapagity. * 
• ' English cubic inches. 

Myrialitrt equal 610270*98 

Kilolitre . . % a , . . . 61027 *098 

Hectolitre 6102*709 

Decalitre * 610*270 

Litre, or pint 61*027 

Decilitre. v 6*102 

Centilitre *610 

Millilitrg... . .V *06 1, 
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• N.B. The litre, which is a cubic 
decimetre, is the unit of the mea- 
sures of capacity. The English 
gallon is *4J litres j {he bu^el 36 
7- 10th litres; a sack is equal to the 
hectolitre; a quarter to nearly three 
of these; and a chaldron, to a little 

more than thirteen hectolitres.* 

• 

Measures of Weight. 

gEiiflish Troy grains. 
Myriagramme ..equal 154330 

Kilogramme* 15433 

Hectogramme V 1543*3 

Decagramme 154*33 

Gramme 15*433 

Decigramme 1*543 

Centigramme , *154 

’ Milligramme • * *015 

N.B.' The gramme, which fc the 
weight of a cifbic centimetre of dis- 
tilled water, at its maximum of den- 
, sity (39° of FahdnhcTt) in vacuo, 
is the unit of-Aaeasures of weight. 


Agreeablw to the Avoirdupois 
scale, the l 

Dram equali *77 1 2 gramme 

Ounce . ,23*3384 grammes 

Pound . J 0*4534143 kilogramme 
fcwt. . . . I 50*78246 kilogrammts 
^ Ton . . a y015*649 ^ "kilogramme* 

Money. 

• Grammes. Eng. Tr. 

, Grains 

Franc . .. equal 5 equal 77*165 

Decime & . 7*716 

Centime *05 . . * *771 

N.B. Nine-tenths of the weight 
of these loins «s pure silver, and 
one- tenth alloy. 

• 

Division of the Circle . 

100 seconds £qual 1 minute. • 
100 minutes equal > decree. 9 
400 degrees equal circumference of 
* the circle. . . r . „ * • 


There are* in France, %0p0 fire-engines, sen$d by 55,000 
fire-men, t>f whom 45,000 are armed and equipped^ Upwards 
of 15,000 conjmunes may ^geeive succour, ft) case of fire, in a 
very few hours. The sum provided by the communal budgets 
for the expeuces of these establishments is l.OOO’.OQp frates. In 
man£ places 'there a great deficiency, which isgsupplied by 
voluntary contribqjftons. Th% expences of keeping the engines 
in repair, and stijfplying the pl^c& of those Wbioh become worn 
out, are estimated At 30,000 fralhcs annually. Jo the above 
^engines there, must he added a great manycnore belonging to 
large manufactories, and other establishments. — (Pane Ad- 
vertiser .) # • 

• Accordinfi to^he experiments detailed in the Appendix to the tlflrd 
Report of the Commlpsioners oh. Weights and Measure*, the Jdlojhimme 
should weigh 15440 grains ; but In Re experiments ragde at the London 
Mint, in 1820, {hegFrench pound was found to # weigh only 7555 grains, 
andjhe actual stanaarfi kilogramme 15433 grains, as a^ovo. 
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TfTE D(E PART ME NTS. 


“Il y a dans Paris certaines rues dcshonorfcs auiantque pent I'^trc 
un homme coup'ablc d’infamie ; puft, il y a des rues nobles, puis de 
jeunes rues sur 1^ moralitr desquelles le public nc s'est pas encorp forme 
d'opinion ; puis des rues asspssines, des rues plus'Viellea que de vlelles 
douairicres ne sont vielles, des rues estimables, des rues toujours 
propres, des rues toujours sales, des rues ouvri£res, travailleuses mer- 

cautiles. Mais f’aris cst un veritable ocean. J«tez y la sonde: vous 

n’en connailrez jamais la profondeur. Parccurez le, dccrivcz le : 
quelque soin que vous mettiez & le parcourir, a le decrire; quelque 
nombreux t -el Interresses que soient les ciplorateurs de ccite ihcr: il 
s rencontrera toujours un lieu vierge, un antre inconAu, des fleurs, 
d£s perles, de£ # monstres, quelque chose d’inoui, mais d’oublicV par les 
plongqirs htt£raires.” — De Balzac. 


* SliCTlO'N' VI. 

ANCIENT PROVINCE OF T^iS ISLE DE FRANCE, 

CONTAINING TIIE DEPARTMENTS OF SEINE, OISE, ATfNE, SEINE 
ET OISE, SEINE ET MARNE. 


I.-DE^ARTMEN't.OF THE sL'INE. 

The, department of the Spine is the sma 1 1 est in F ranee ; but,, 
as it contains Paris, it is tlie most important. It is cojnposed of 
a small portion ofr the Isle de 'Ftance , and its rivers, &c. &c. 
aw mentioned in the description of the department ef the Seine 
et POise. , 

Canals.*— T he principal of tjjese* are, the Canal de IXEurcq, 
the Canal de It Seine d la Seine , and the Canal Saint Maur . 
The former supplies *the Cana} Saint Denis , Aqd* is destined to 
afford mat supply of water necessary to the embellishment and 
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•comfort of Paris. Part of the Canal Saint Kaur is dug through 
a rock, covered in with a vaulted roof of milestone. A training 
path, ten -feet wide, extends along tb| right side of this vault, by 
the side of the diinal. *The top of the . hill through which it 
passes is planted with four rows bf trees, land affords a beautifal 
walk and prospect. P \ , 

Religion. — Roman Catholic, forming part of the diocese of 
Paris; it is the* see of an archbishop. The Protestants have a 
consistorial cliurcji, to which are attached four pastors, besides 
three temples* three Bible Societies, two Missionary Societies, 
a society of sccours mutuals , and nine protestant schools. 

The* Lutherans, \of the confession of *Augsbiffg, have also a 
consistorial church. 

The Jews have their central consistorial synagogue at Paris, 
under the Grand Rabbi and seven lay ministers. 

Celebrated CHJU^qjrERs.— D’Alembert, Anquetil, Arnaud, 
d’AndiJly, Angereau, Bail]y Maire de Paris, Le Besu, Reran ger, 
Bifft,* Brissofcde Varville, Camille Desmoulins, M adme *C ampan , 
Conte de Caylus, Chordin, Coud£, surnomine le jGrrand, Con- 
m dofeet, Crebillofi, Ifacier, Madme. Deslioulteres d’Estr&es Mare* 
dial de France, Eugene de Sa^pie, Grouchy, kk&elot, Le 
Brun, Ninon de l’Enclos, Morivaux, Moli&re, Le Notre, Etienne 
Parquier, th8 brothers Perr^ult, Racine^son of the* Racine ; Car- 
dinal Richelieu, Rousseau, Paul Scarron, Eugene Scribe, Talma, 
Turgot, Ver^qf:, father and qpn; Voltaire, & c? tec. 

Soil. — “JThe country in which Paris is situated,” say9 the 
learned Cuvier, “ is, perhaps, ope of the most lem^rkahTd which 
has drawn thd attention of the geologist, from the Recession of 
soilp which compow it, ami from the extraordinary organization 
it discloses.” 'thousands of # marine shell/, regularly inter- 
mingled with layerstof fresh watef shells, principally constitute 
•the soil, the hemes if terrestrial animals, unknown in modern 
times, ahd others of enoqnops size, found only in the meet dis- 
tant countries, are scattered in't^e superfiqfel strata. Curious 
siBcrous conformations of masses of a crystalline form are foiyfd 
in the neighbourhood df the capital* particularly about Jffont- 
martre. * * 

Climate.— £hg winterat Patu is long ^nd severe ; the spring 
is cold andodamjf, the summer hot* often very rainy; hut the 
^autumn is superb* the sky is, indeed, aVthis season exceedingly 
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beautiful, particularly at sun-set, when its last rays strike the 
clouds of vapour and smoke which are suspended over the ca- 
pital. It has been calculated that, on^ year with another, there 
are 180 days of fog and 140 days of fain at Paris, and that, in 
tLe lapse of 130 years, (three Ji'ionths alone have passed entirely 
.without rain, i.e. from J689 to 1824. < • 

This department is divided into four airondmemens, viz. Pam, 
St Deni*, Sceavx , Vincennes. It is comprised in the first mili- 
tary division. , 

u 

CHIEF TOWNS. 

Paris, at the time oi the invasion of the Romans, was called 
Lutece; it was then confined to the island in the Seine, and even 
some part of this small space was cultivated ground : the houses, 
or rather huts, were few in number, and placed without any re- 
c gard to order, they were low, and covered with reeds. Such 
was Paris, now the capital of a great empire, when Camalog&ne, 
before hd gave battle to the Roman legions, commanded' hy 
Eabienus, set fire to it, and destroyed likewise the iwo wooden 
bridges that connected it witii the land. Cxsar, 'however, finally , 
got pOSBeSsn^ of the island, pud rebuilt the houses 'Upon a more 
solid base, and re-erected the bridges, which were defended by 
two great towors. The ‘Parisians v wore not, however, admitted 
into the fank of free nations and independent allies of the 
Romans. Lutece was not a metropolitan town, itr^as dependent 
upon the province of Lyonnois. It was in the fourth century 
that Jifiiah constituted Lutece a. city, and called itfParisii. Ta 
wards the ehd of the same century two $rdfects Resided ta the 
city, and a judicial body and municipal officers were also esta- 
blished, and held their sittings within its wal)fe. Julian, whose 
favourite residence it became, was here proclaimed emperor. 
He writes thus in his Mmpogan: “ I parsed the winter in mtfi 
dear Lutece ; it is situated in a little ^island, which can only be 
entered by two wobdeq bridges ; here the yme thrives beautifully , 
sdhfi is well cultivated, and the inhabitants begin to rgfo fig trees” 
All tfcat remains of the palace oNIulian, or Ss it w^s called 
Palais del TKermes* its vast gardens, its vineyard, &c. is one 

* At Rome, the na ifie of Therms s was given to, tl^vlst edifices which 
were cofistriicted for warm bafts j but, in the sequel* it was'eonferred on 
palaces inhabited by the cfhperors. Such was^the Thermes de Julian • • 
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» large hall, composed of two parallelograms, forming one apart- 
ment. The architecture of this hall is simple and majestic, A 
staircase has lately been^discovered, Reading to two subterranean 
stories, which extend to* the banks of the river. In after times 
these two towers of wood, whicfrwere at that period called •cjuide^ 
lets , were burotjust before the Borman inroads. Until 608 thp 
island was called. Vile du* Palais, in consequence of the palace 
which Julian h&d built in it ; but when Clovis declared it the 
capital of his dominions, it was denominated la Cite, the City. 
In the reign tf Charles V. the chatelets were constructed of stone, 
and were denominated the grand and petit chatelets. Paris now 
extended itself o% the opposite banks of* the ri^r, and was en- 
closed by a wall, long since destroyed. Philippe Augustus sur- 
rounded it with a new wall and high towers. The houses were 
.now as thickly placed as they could be, but still they were insu£» 
ficient for the populagoy ; they were consequently raised story 
above story, until at las^ they overtopped the wall and towers. 
These streets being narrow were dark and, unwholesome, and 
again the -inhabitants escaped beyond the boundaries, and built 
houses in the plaiif and open country*, and surrouuded'ttiem with 
gardens, without order, just as tjieir fancy led thcfd. in the 
fifteenth century, Paris had burst the four successive walls which 
had surrounded and con^i^d it It was thus described by 


Gilles Cdrrozet , in the beginning of the sixteenth cftntury. 
Aette ville est de%nze portes, 


» Avec gros murs, qui n’est pas peu de clype 
•Profonds fbssez tout 4 l’&ntour g’estendentp 
64 mainfta eauz de tautes parts se rendentj 
Lequel enclos sept lienes lora contient, 
Comine le bruyt touj cAnmun le m&ifttieht. 
Puis apjj&s sont cinq grands ponts, . 

Pour dejpua 1’eau passer |t reuasser 
bepuis la villa en la noblo-Cite, 
DelaCMenCUhkersit*. 


* Paris wag at. %gt divided into four parts, which, from |JKeir 
number. ?wt*, word cgpfed qmrtiers: them qmrtiep were 
doubled^, die leign of ’Charles VI. ; and^St i he time of 
Henry III. P ari s was divided into seventeen guertiers .• In 
1701, Louis kswawd rikd ^umber of fhes^jftairriers to 
' twenty. LouisJCV. gave orders fh&t^he capital should be en- • 
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closed within new limits, the boundaries of which he himself 
fixed ; but it was not until 1782, in the time of Louis XVI., 
that the farmers-general received the commands of thafcpionarch 
to enclose Paris within new walls, in wVlich thfe fauxbourgs were 
to be comprehended: at propfetf and stated distances these, walls 
jvere to be pierced by barribres, Sexcl usi vely destined to the ad- 
mission of merchandise and those products necessary for .the con- 
sumption of the inhabitants. During the imperial government, 
and at the restoration of the Bourbons, sony* few alterations 
were made in the northern boundary, but Paris' is now nearly 
circumscribed by this line, as originally marked out. In 1789 
Paris was divided intd sixty districts, and idi 1791, into forty- 
eight sections; in 1796, into twelve municipalities, or airon- 
dissemens ; and this division still subsists, each arrondissement 
containing four quarliers . 

a In the fifteenth century Paris was can^itfsed of three distinct 
towns, having each its peculiar physiognomy, manners, customs, 
priyileges,Vind histosy— the CiTt>, the University, and the To\t ; N. 
The Cite occupied the island, seated on the bosom of the Seine, 
between tier two daughters-in-law. The UniverHty covered flic 
left batok fllNfce Seine. The \illc, or town, which wfltf the largest 
of the three, extended along the right ^ank. These three grand 
divisions of Paris composed one actual city, each orfe dependent 
upon the otfier. Their- appearance dj aspect were as different as 
possible. The City abounded in churches, the Top$ in palaces, 
the University in colleges. The island belonged to 4he bishop ; 
the right brtnk»to the Priv&t de& mcrchands, the left td the Rector.* 

* The Prevdt de Paris , a royal, not, municipal officer, was sKoove 

* them all. The Cit<$ contained Naira Dame , and the Hotel Diqu ; 
in tlie Town was the old Louvre , the Hotel deViRe , and les Halles, 
the markets. The’ Sorbonne and the Pri auto Clercs were in the 

% University. The crimes and*misdemeayouA which the students 0 
committed in the Prt aux Clercs,wei$ tried in the island, at 

4 the palais de justice, and flje y were punished on the right bank, 
in vie T&um, at Montfaucon, unless the reclg^ feel|% his own 
strength, and thg weakness of the Wmarch, ^ inleri^red i for it 
was considered a g valued privileg^unong these studehtfthatthey 
shoitld be hanged on^their. own 'prqjpises. The# Diversity had 
six gatesf built by Phili|)pe ieigftste ; and the 'Cry had six gates, 

k built by Charles V. A deep ditch surrounded *faris, which was # 



DEPARTMENT OP TITE SEINE. 


93 


“supplied by the paters of the Seine. The island is said to have 
resembled a ship, and hence it is tha£ Paris formerly bore a ship 
in its arms, and not frosu the Normans, as has been sometimes 
asserted. 

Modem Pahis occupies a squar^ of about two leagues, orjpei- 
haps it wonjd be more accurate <o say, about 10,060 acres, and a 
few odd.jtercheSj included in wlych are, the Clump de Mar*, 
Champs Elgsee , Avenue de Neuilly , Jardin de Luxemhurgh, Jardin 
firs Thuiileries , Jardin du Roi , and tlie Boulevards, all of which 
form delightful promenades for •the gay Parisians.. 

Voijie. — T here are two establishments in Pyifl, called the 
Grande and the P&ite Voirie : these ye “bound to see that the 
streets of the capital are kept in a tolerable state of cleanliness ; 
yet the city is by no tneans so clean, or so #vell attended to, as it 
should be ; the more particularly, as the streets being narrow, 

• and the houses high, ’they are, in summer, hot and close; besides* 
which, -such a climate aS described above, requires more than an 
ordinary carl to keep the city in a wholesorqf state, 'The mar- 
kets in particular present, in the eveping, an unpleasant appea?- 
► anec, and emit a most disagreeable smell. Many parts of Paris , 
which haveTSeen built during theslast thirty years, are well ar- 
ranged. In the prineipal^streets the houses are not now so high, 
the streets are wide, and thfe pavement *ls contrived to cany off 
the superfluous water. Thtjjouses are elegancy constructed, and 
elegantly fuimhed ; but these improvements are for the rich. 
The formered wettings of the artisan, and the yporer classes of 
^bciety, have been replaced by handsome Jraildings*bftt no more 
humble, no comforjpbie dwell jpg# have been erectedfcbr the* ac- 
con^nodaticm of the industrious pc|>r. The consequence is, that 
the inhabitants who have beenrthus dislodged, have been com- 
pelled to repair to thl already crowded quarters ofl Saint Denis, 
Saint Mqrtm,* of aSm La Gtcv&Ml Citt, an & PopOhcourt, 
to the Faubourgs, Saint Marcerty, and Saint ^Victor,ihe narrow 
crqp%d streets of which, composed^of^ose, damp, dirty house;, 

asylum. The houses in the 
comaicml ^reAfc ^ raised mpty above story, to^£te$t Hbight, 
an d this pmln a free of air. 0 

Many impmwdlnts have haen’mgte in Paris of late years, but 
{here is stttfmuclWbe fami until ail Paris 

be furnished with) covejed sewers, some 'parts of the city must 
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necessarily be unwholesome. For instance, the voirie y or drain; 
at Montfaucon , is a nuisance beyond all description, which, in the 
summer time, infests the a&c with foetid^ unwholesome*, vapours ; 
and if the wind blow that why, is sensibly felt even as far as the 
gardens of the Thuilleries. The want of water, too, is another in- 
convenience, which iif these tiriffes, when, as M* Perrier affirms, 
Paris is at the head of European civilization \ is scarcely to be 
credited. The* fountains are very beautiful, it is true ; but the 
lead pipe and the forcing pump are much mow* useful. The ac- 
tual supply of water in Paris, daily, amounts to 293,(100 cubic feet, 
or thirty pounds avoirdupois# to each inhabitant, in a population 
of 600,000,* and this is to be procured at a Very heavy price. t 

Eaux clarifies (Clarified waters).— The effect of the waters 
of Paris on strangers js well known. These waters, charged with 
animal and vegetable substances in dissolution, are always im- 
, pure *. but a vast establishment has beomefeated for their purifi- 
cation, by means of charcoal filtres. - By experiments, publicly 
made, it lias been proved that the most impure water, on passing 
through these filtres, appeared, in a few instants, hs clear and 
bright as the crystal stream. ? 

Soine parts of Paris are lighted w ith gas ; the 'Palais Royal , 
the Rue Rivoliy Rue de la Paix y Rue Vivienne , and all the streets 
thereabouts, & well as the arcades, cr passages, and most of the 
principal shops, are illumined by this brilliant light; but the rest 
of the capital of la belle France is in a comparative state of dark- 
ness. The melancholy lanteme a la reverbere , suspended by a cord 
across the staeet, through which gleams a solitary candle, just 
makes dark .less visible, and these are extinguished at midmght. 

Paris contains^ thirty-seven churches, seven temples (conse- 
crated to different worships), a national hank, an exchange, a 
• • 

* The supply in londoiqus 6,000,000 cubic feet of water daily, for .. 
population of 1,000,000 of inhabitants,. Ip Home three aqp&lucts, the 
Acqua Felice, Julian^ and PauliuaJ With some additional sources, deliver, 
iA twenty-four hours, accoftrmg’toihe calculation of. Pro*#, 3(3,000 
cut>ic feet. This shared among a pSf&hdon bf 130; five* aj>iut forty 
culjjcjfeet for individual, being nepfty the same tytpaMfiive supply 
as in the period; of Homan splendour. — Leslie'* Ele^MM of Natural 
Philosophy . 

f A fPiend cf the author pai<§i* an hotfel in Pafis^wo francs for a foot* 


bath. 
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Moot de Piste, thirty-four markets, seven ahattous, twenty-seven 
jheatm, bevea colleges, forty-two byrmcke, twenty-seven hospi 
tab and hospices, (poor House,) thirtyn prisons, end four cemetnee 
The most celebrated and most usefal of these shaft be described, 
as well as several ether estaM&Wnts for the public good; and 
ornamental buildings, with which Pans abpundk • 

L&aiMbd Bowes and tsAioup Societies*— Among these the 
University* ranks first; then comes die Institute, the Faculty de 
Medicine (answying to our College e# Surgeons), the Facultt de 


fheologie , deJ)reit 9 dee Seiencet and dm Belles LeUres, There are 
five royal colleges, two private odfoges, a Collie de France, at 
whiclf a course If the following stUdils is pursued physics, 
astronomy, mathematics, be- & e» 4 wwmufcef natural history, 
( the jardtn dee planter) with regular <x^f*e%of study on that 
mrfgect; une L'cole dee Longues onmUaks vkantes; m College 
BrUcmmque , for Engty&» Irish, and Scotch ; un Bureau des Lorn- 
qt t*4fL> une Fcole {pfaaje de Fhatmade , une £coh des beaux 
AtW; uneaSeok gratuite de Demn ? V&coU Potytechnupie , 
tlcolc dee-Ponie et Chaustw; fceole dm Meries; and un CdUr\ 
normal primal, fSt the formation oi instructors, bodi men and 
women, for the primary school somewhat resexubli&g the 
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tlus learned body was established, under the surveillance of 
Pierre Lombard, Bishop of Paris. The privileges conferred 
upon the scholars by successive monarchy almost exceeded those 
enjoyed by knights.* Every Scholar became nbble by nght, and 
was privileged to wear a sword' r Upon arriving in any town, the 
inhabitants were compelled to provide him a lodging, from which 
they could not expel him, until it was his own pleasure to de- 
pait. The artisan, whose occupation distuibed His studies, was 
obliged to remove : even were he a stranger, enjoyed all the 
privileges of a (jitizen. He was exempt from taxes and subsidies 
of every description, and a decree of Philippe de Valois subjected 
the financier to corporeal punishment who sLould inscribe his 
name as a contributor; and the juge conservateur of the university 
condemned the tyissiex to banishment who should seize on the 
goods of a scholar. 

• The scholar was not compelled to pay tpose debts he had con- 
traoted before he commenced his scholarship ; and unless he, were 
cited thWtirpes, daring the term of his studies, for debts contracted 
ddring that period; fne creditor had no legal claims upon him. His 
books were never permitted to be seized undcf any circumstances; 
and his father oould not be arjpted, in any town, while he was on 
a visit to his son. The scholar could not be arrested in his college 
ff he insuHed*or struck an ecclesiastic, {he sentence of excom- 
mumcation^ould be withdrawn ljy4&js superior : even if he com- 
mitted murder, the university ie^g^5 could pard^ him; and it 
frequent^ happened, that, if in> some eittraordinaij^d aggra- 
vated case* the judges were hwpned Jo itfjow ju$ce to fake its 
course, theJ scholars tumuhuoMslv a^enAled, with crie* 0 and 
threats, and compelled them to pardon the delinquent ^ 
the Provost of faris, especial jpdge of fhe scholar^ t^ok his^jth 
with his hand * between those ‘of the Pteetewtol the tf#remity. 
Among the most ringpjar officers ohosei; among, the scholar/ 


• The privileges off knight w|«; «t pee peifed, ytry gmt. Hjwas 
e!|mpt |gp all taiw, aertfep* ptm&ty 

were pe front arrest whsjyjjpjpjSte wilh wtjpWji W* otjm^hk 
> ablfili llR and* cloth. Whefe fef lw®P|p»elled fee* wVftleaffd 
esquire, armour fewer,' «*&£ jim* U fefc State 
with hU shield Ob feed ijw fefehie before 

him. If he W Uw*» 
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was that called exploratot; he was to watch over his companions, 
and report them to the masters far punishment, if they spoke 
French*.* There is a cu$ou& story Jblatcd of one of the learned 
recteurg. Having occasion to qpgSk to a paper mAnufacturerJie 


commenced a Latin oration teethe poor man, Who,, not cofhpre- 
hendincOpe Vtord of wh^t was said to hiril, hogged the recteui 
u wouldspeak .French, and he Should then understand him.” 


The enragted and indignadt pedant arrested life poor man, and 
dragged him before the parliament toleceive the punishment due 
to his crime. The parliament, however, by its decree, excused 
the ptyir man, and pardoned his anticlasjical ignorance. 

The SorbonA, the most ancient college in France, was 


established in 1252. In the year 1540 there weie no less than 
40,000 scholars in Paris ; and the univendtiesi of Toulouse an<f~ 


•Bordeaux each contained almost as many. This is not at all 
surprising, when we«r0flect upon those privileges which ga\h 
then) 9t license for indulging in all the evil piopetisjties of the 
liuidan herftt, instead of imposing updn th t student those Vtise 
restraints which w^uld have made, them good an*d amiable, as 
well as learnetf, members of society. • 

The unWcrsity is at present wnder the government of the 
Cornell royal de Plnsth^tkm pubUque, The members of (Jyp 
council we "elected by tiv* and U$y ale ub^r the ffi&k 
deuce of* tteMinittre*' et dsVJjMt ) jttoblfym. 

It is compos^ of twent^W v wP^mie8, answering" to the &*&»#** 
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Towns. departments. •» 

Limoges • • • • Haute Vienne, JDreuse, Co^rfcze. 

Lyon » Rhone, Ain, LoJ^e. c 

Mkz * Moselle, Ardenne& ( ' 

Mmjielier • • Herault, Aveyron, Aude, Pyrenees prientalcs. 

Nancy Meurthe, Meuse, Vosges! . " ; 

Nimes Gard, Vaucluse, Loz&re. 

Means • • • • Loiret, Indrcv et Loire, Loir et Cher. 

p ar ' ls j Seine, Seine et Qise, Seine et Marne, Aube, 

( Yonne, Marne, Eure et Loire. 

Pau Basses Pyrenees, Hautes Pyrenes, Landes. 

Poitiers • • • • Vienne, Deux Sevres, Vand^e, Charcnte InfSricure. 
D { Ille et Vilaine, Cotes du Nord, Finisterrc, Mor- 

( bihan, Loire Inferieure. 

Rouen Seine Inferieure, Eure. 

7 « A 


Strasbourg. . . Bas Rhin, Haut Rhin. * * 

Tuyfouse • Hauta Garonne, Arrive, Tam, Tarn £t Garonne. 

Each Afadcmie is under jthe government of a Recteur. 

The;Unirersity is divided into two sections, that of the sciences , 
and belles lettres . These courses of study are pursueef at the Sor- 
iano. All the courses are public. M stated times of the year, 
the Professors of the University* asseiflble, to confer* the degrees 
of Batchelor of Arte, of ex-sciences, or those person^ who present 
themselves as candidates for that Ifbnour. Without having re- 
ceived one of these degrees, no one can be admitted Oo the Mili- 
tary ^School, v dr the Schools of* Medicine and Law :*a dispensa- 
tion may sometimes he obtained ‘byygreat interest, but very rfcrely. 
Latin, Grech, ancient and modern history, rhetoric, philosophy, 
geography, physics ? arithmetic, c the ground work of algeoht, 
(that is to say, Vs far as equations of the secodti degree,) geometry, 
and some knowledge of the^gjobos, is inquired for*obtaining thjr 
degree Bachelier exjettre*. If 4- student be desirous o£ obtaining 
a certificate at the ehdof^thecyear, as to his progress and Ion - 
dufit, it is necessary lie should h*s n||y| du&ig tb/lfifst 

fo rtei& tjtf thfiJcourse, in a regma^waysj^^bla^for that 
pujpose. 

There are five royal coH^^ln r&ance, counting that 

of Frahcf; *vhichi$, ’in flEofj^a' secbfcd Sdrhro nei+*$t. Louis , 
le Grand, Hcngj lV.,fite n Rar^a.n<r&harlemngne ; the 
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latter receives only \c femes, (day scholars) ; these colleges are 
under the direction of Vlie university, and they all have boarding 
'schools. under their octroi. No boarding school can be esta- 
blished* without the permission o(A lie university, to which every 
master is compelled to pay le irnht n nicer sitaire; that is to §aj£so 
much for ‘esqjy boarder. Kv*ry year a council general is liqjd 
at the* Sorb on ne, at whifch assemble all the first scholars from 
these several c&llegcs, for the purpose of receiving prizes, some of 
which confer privileges and exemptions from certain offices. 

The Institute.— The palace occupied by jhe members of 
the Institute was founded by Mazarine, upon * the site of the 
HAtrf de A>.vfc,%ind was then called* the College des Quatre 
Nations, because the cardinal collected sixty gentlemen of dif- 
ferent nations to pursue their studies in his new establishment 
# Tlic old church has been transformed into a Salic des Stances, a 
hall in which the-sittjpgs of the society are held: it is orna- 
mented with the busts aind statues of the sax tans and litterati of 
Ranee. Jt is decoratcS with columns, and is flaifked by tv\ o 
fountains, from which four lions occasionally throw columns 
of water. • * * * 


As a learned body, the Institute is composed of Touj* acade- 
mics : — A cadanie de Sciences , Acadtmie Francaise , Academic des 
Sciences Morales et PoTitfqites, .Acadtmie des bewtx Arts . Mfc 
Academic Francaise was that established ,1>y Richelieu ; and, in 
1635, he poured from ijpuis XIII. leitrelpatentes for this his 
favourite establishment r 

, The Aautcmie des /mortprio^, and de Belles wa^ftta- 

blis]jed by Cblbert, lit 1035 ; it jpas then called Fefte Acadtmie, ' 
foyts pursuits dfa not £!telid much beyond ^e t^ 
off Versailles, and the examipafion of the^lytfd tragedies of 
Quinaull , &e. It® now ranks among the •le&rT\pd societies of 
France. Tbp Academic des fcw, feun^fed by (Colbert, in 
1666, w^s instituted hf tli^rninister in imitation df the Royal 
Society ofLopdc^ re$£R of Oharles 

though itM>riginj|p derivedj voffi tHf meeting of several leayffed 

inves^gatin^ 


r”o 

• v puri%^4 
jAbd itaj*n$ 


.qcadenaies disappeared ; but, 
the Coi^tigition of 
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Convention decreed that there should established, “An 
Institut National, which should he devoted to useful discoveries, 
and the perfection of the art&and science.” 

This creation was followed by that of the Institut d'Egypte , 
which disappeared on the evaluation of that country by, the 
Breucli. 

In 1803, Buonaparte, by a dash ol* his pen, suppressed the 
Acadcmie des Sciences Morales et Politiqnes , as incompatible with 
his intentions and new politics, and divided t,lie Institute into 
four classes: — Sciences Physiques, et Mathematiqurt , — Langue et 
Litterature Frapcaise,—IIisto)ift> et Litteratnre Asiciennes, —Beaux 
Arts . In 1815, the classes resumed the nam*. s they had ncforc 
the revolution ; and in October, 1832, the Acadanie des Sciences 
Morales et Politipues pas re-established, and is at present per- 
fectly organised. 

« £cole Miutairs is situated along one side of the C/iamp-de- 
Mar&. It was founded by Louis XIV. in 1751, for the re- 
ception of* 500 pupils, and a great number of officers ’.and 
masters of evory description. Its form is that of a parallelogram, 
220 toiscs* in length, and 130 in depth. If is -surrounded by 
fine avenues of trees. The fp^ade, or front, is decorated with a 
row of Corinthian pillars, crowned by a pediment. 

*“S£cole de ia Mldiciwe.-— T he%se}iool of medicine at Paris 
was crectecf in 1774, by Louis XVf. : it is a noble building, of 
the Ionic order; the court iff sixty-sfct feet wide, aj Jf d 114 broad. 
The amphitheatre is capable of containing 1,200 pupils; it is 
ornamented with three large pictures in fresco, executed by Le 
Sieuf GibeFh. The first represents Esoolapius-tcachin^ the 
principles of medicine and surgery 4 : at the bifitam of this, is the 
following inscriptfSn 0 0 \ 

I Is tiennent* des Diem lesftrmdpes quHlsgums ont tremsmis . — 
“ It is from the Gods they held those principles wljjtoh they have 
transmitted to us.” 

^The second plctjiip rgprqjefits Louis 3^YI, receiving £La 
Murtiniere, his phybicianJ^m^Sgveral otW»academician*fand 
pupils* Beneath this is inseribeo^L 

fSfcnce du rwmarqx^hAtBWWrs pfbg M etf &onwense 
leiA' Tlfc munificence ^ momA^i jgc^terates their 

progress. apd # rewards their 
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Tlie third picture represents a warlike scene, when the sick 
juid wounded are receding nssistaiyc from surgeons and physi- 
cians. ./The following Xnes express its meaning 
lls stanchent if sang consacrt ilM defense de la patrie.—" They 
staunch the blood consecrated y the defence of their country.* 
The, other* bodies of the building contain halls of demon- 
stration, administration, and a Jibrary ; it also contains a \ast 
cabinet oMiuman anatomy, and of comparativcfanatomy. 

ficoLi du D^oit. — Schools for tlufstudy of law at Paris wcie 
established so early as the time of Philippe Augustus; but a 
quanyl between the professors, Students, and^hc townWolk, 
induced the leaded body to retire from Paris. In 1231, Pope 
Gregory interfered, and, with the assistance of the King, 
brought back the doctors and professoxg. Yet it is related by 
•some historians, and those not a few, that law was forbidden in 
be taught at Paris injlbose early times ■ but the fact is this,-#- 
many of the monks defend so much of their time Jo the schools 
oT medicine and law, that Alexander II Js, at the* council ot 
Tours, *in 1163, absolutely forbade all person^ who had adopted 
a 'monastic life irom attending these schools, under gain oi 
excommurttcation. In the scq^l, this law extended to the 


seculars of the capital well as the clergy, but tlie former paid 
little heed ?o it Before the^re volution of \7S9 9 tEcole du ffoit 
was in a deplorable statqj the instruction^ was unworthy that 
name, the dominations a iteete ceremony, and the diplomas were 
sold to thejughest bidden The school itself sunk into nonejjjtity 
•at that period; but a decree, • 2Sd } r entose i ( 1 3 
Majch, 180^,) re^r^nisjd toe aohools of not Inly at*Paris 
W in other great cities of Franco. The edifice which the 
Wvole du drak occupied beingjound too mm for the accommo- 
dation of the proifessoge, a new*buUding to as eteeted, opposite 
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tise as attorn C) ; a barrister or advocate, before Jie can receive a 1 
diploma as licentiate, mus^ have gone [through four courses, 
have submitted to four examinations, andlone public thesjs \ and, 
in order to obtain the rank tyT doctor, it is requisite to pursue 
(lifting four years the courses ufuiw, to undergo six examinations 
and two public thesis. • * 

On the 10th of May, 1806, t]ic schools of law were converted 
into Faculties of Jaw, and they were included in the grand insti- 
, tution of the Imperial University* f 

Eiglit course are now professed at the Faoiltc dr Droit of 
Parks. They consist of instfuction in, — 1st, the Civil fodc; 
2nd, the Institutes of Justinian, or the Element of Homan Law; 
3rd, Civil Law and Criminal Legislation; 4th, the Code of 
“•"Commerce; 5th, ^ dmipistrative Law ; 6th, the History of Law ; 
7tli, the Law of Nations, <Scc. 

« Eight professors and eight sub-profesificys 'arc attached to this 
establishment: they arc elected by f vdtes. The number of 
students varies from® 2 ,000 to 2,500. «* ' * 

There are,* ill France, eight schools of law besides 'that of 
Paris, Yiz*,*— those of A i.r, Caen , Dijon, Grenoble , Poitiers, Ferine 
Strasbourg, and Ton loose, •' 


Ecole Polytechnic i/e. — It was Prieur of the C&te d'Or, 
vFM), with Carnot, completed the arrangement of tliSs celebrated 
school, which was founded under thfi^uspices of the, Committee 
of Public Safety. *Tl»e government was so eage&and contri- 
buted so largely, to the constitution of this school, #vhieh they 
established^ portion of Ike 'Palau Bowrbm, that,*in less than* 

* five iftonths,lt was furnished wiAli tawing^ architectural, naval, 

* military, geographical, geometrical, and, in short, with eatery 
^ thing which could contribute to the formation of officers of we 

engineers and artilldVy, and pifbliCiWorks. The coursed study 


. is for three years, a* which period there is am examination of thj 
L pupils, the government emptying* thgse who Jhave disti 
Vgfflshcd themselvesas to j ^n iwfres. '■* \ ' i 

IJhis school pow occupies, N<kxtrre„ ft bufi/ing 


^well calculated far such « ^ 

tifc stralma d% Louvry* The Convent! 


■ in #93, ordered the ^tablfehiljent 
on the kPth of August of 
. masters, were ^xhibited^ 


ConventMUf a deem 
JgAseum ; and*, 
piemes, by the best 
tkm was ‘greatly increased 
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by the spoliation of oViev countries by the French arms, but the 
# restitution demanded V 1815 stripped it of many of its precious 
treasures. Several ol the apartments contain large collections 
of sketches, enamels,* on gin aL fuva win gs in crayons, water- 
colours, &c., and one portion JF the gallery is devoted to*sculp- 
ture. b It is also rich in Greek and Egyptian antiquities. • 
In the' grand saloon of the m Louvre, which is lighted from 
above, there is* an annual exhibition of paintings and sculpture. 
In the reign of-Louis XIV., there *erc two exhibitions of this 
kind; one in till court of the, Palais Royal in. 1675; and the 
second, in 1704 in the great galftry of the Loqpre. This exhi- 
bition, like evSfy other institution ^in* France, has undergone 
many changes, Is to the place and time of its renewal. Since 
the revolution of 1-830, it has been decked, Jjiat the exhibitions 


• shall he annually, commencing on the 1st of Maich, to finish 
the 4th of May. encouragement the fine art of painting 

has received within tlfc [ast 150 years in France, may be ascer- 
tained by+the iact, that, so late as 1757^220 paintings were 
alone exhibited; and that, in 1834, the picture amounted to 
1*434, besides Statues. The French' have a school of painting at 
Rome, tlw expence of which jft estimated at 107,00<J francs 
annually. Painting and sculpture have, it is said, made grcaj, 
advances ill Fiance during fctie*years.# , • 

Gattrle Je Luxembow^r This museum occupied a portion of 
the northei\wing of the#*Uus Luxembourg ; it formerly con- 
tamed a t^ite of historic pictures, by Ruben s ; b ut t h ese, jivith 
« many others by theanrien^niaSterK* Ijaye heentSnspoSed to 
thepLouvre. * It at present contains the test specimens ofliving 
ariftsts ; but its most valued treasure is la baiynmse de Julian , 
me female bather. 

The Mush de VArtUlme W founded inf 1794 A decree of 


^tbe administration* which was ctnihuissione^ to superintend the 
additio&al fabrication of.Bmiril f aras then respired, proposed the 
eAblishment of A jjepdt for annMjj’ aU lands. The commis- 
slfifirs bdftan bywolleCting jterfffeand curious arms which were 
scatbSw belouj^to iittmtit pergftn swbo h ad emi, 

grated-^m 

important convent of the 


fcTthe Place ^ere it 

: F5 


e convent of the 
i of the Artillery, 
mmains to this 
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day. The conquests of France in ItaM in Spain, and Ger- 
many, enriched the Musce * with arms,! remarkable for their 
beauty, or interesting from their recollections. 

More than fifteen thousana^jyticles have been added since 
r The great gallery, know# under the name of Salle- des 
Armures , exists only since that epoch^ The Mtfs£e is divided 
into five great galleries. The ancient defensive arms, such as 
coats of mail, artiftour de pit en cap , cuirasses, helmets, shields, 

. and others, are arranged ft the largest gallery.* Collections of 
offensive arms, a great quantity ofenodels of anf s of every kind, 
machines and instruments belonging to artillery, occupy the 
four other galleries. Sonje beautiful trophi^, are composed 
altogether of offensive and defensive anus. 4 
“—'In each of these four* last galleries, there is placed, facing the 
windows, a rack, bearing small arms, ancient and modern, from 1 
tl«c match arquebuse, the most ancient oft small fire-arms, to the 
percussion gun, which is but recently invented. Whatever is 
most curious and previous, from the beauty of the ornaments, of 
the singularity of the form, is preserved in three glazed'cabinets, 
placed in the first, third, and fourth galleries. 

MusfiE des Mon cmens, if', the Rue des Petits * Augustins. 

- /Die objects which formerly composed ^his Museum have been 
distributed, in 1615, to other estaWis&m^nts ; it formerly contained 
a number of national monuments, wfoeh were arranged so as to 
form a succession of epochs : it is in agitation to retjMre this Mu- 
seu\n at thf Hotel de Clems, and in the hall of the Palais das Themes. 

Mus’ftE eT Jabdin des now ealled Jardin du Roi* 

This garden 4vos established in fhe original idea belongs 
to Guy de la Brasse, physician £0 Louis XIII., but it is miirh 
improved and greatly enlarged since those days. It is one W 
the greatest attractions of the capital. It contains a botanical 

* garden, with immdlise hohhbtftes and ^green-houSbs ; a menav* 

* gene of living anjjnals, as far as it be*possibp, 

•with every comfort; a sab jggjuof exceeding Apattty and extmt, 

of comparative anatomy ; seve Sfc l fe Heda^ in Jgjich wfe arm^a 
"^ specimens o f the^bree kingdomsMif^^ a^ry fine 

coHecIMfl ; r an" amphitheatre accommoffiikm of the 

1 students, and a fine is appro- 
priately fhUfed in this Jtitdi* * It qfnbrds*a delight- 

‘ walk along^the banjfi of the Seine 
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* Pantheon. — This monument was commenced in 1757 seven 
years were employed* iti preparing the ground and laying tl* 
foundation. Louis X'f . «ame in great pomp, in 1764, to lav tin 
"first stone.* The plan of the Pantheon rcpjfcsents a ftreek cross, 
340 feet long and ^50 broad. The. height of the ddme is 100 fei l, 
its diameter feet. The principal front is composed of a^poiticn, 
in nmtatioft of the Panthdon at dlome, surmounted by a pedi 
ment ; eleven steps lead Jo the portico. This magnificent edifice 
was executed upon the deei^&s of -Sotdftot. * * 

Alter fin* years labour^Xnd an expeace gf 15,000,000 francs 
dpprehensiem were entertained that the dome would fall, front 
its immehsv weight. M. Roadoletwas commis riyieA to reijjpdy 
the evil, which he effected by Reconstructing the 1our"pillais 
whiah support th%domQ fta ^IJte interior of the Pan&don is nehl v 
ornamented, particularly the dooje* upon wfc^sh the Apothtou de 
Fminte-Gtnevtive is sculptured*!!* fresco. Beneath the Pantheon 
is a subterraneous Church, eighteen feet Wneath the surface oi 
die ground, •and spppojied by f&%aty piHdfcs. The Pantheon 
ws originally destined f#r a .clyaeah, but thi^uperb edifice now 
receives the remwnf of those ckjyjgjps svfco have in any wav 
disthjtfuiaffqd th^fefvpRbrhpsilSag their country. / 
Ben^th Vie p^dimenbiffth* portico is ttft* inscrip tion r 
“ Am grMfohomiwtoi la # **”***** 

La SAiNft^imoxLbEMt&ls ^tegaa^gmilding was founded 
and erected by Saint Lon, (wPfcfe mnm ftom.timacrusade, 
upder the direction of jflx do de MoW^i), whjm he brought 
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with him from the Holy Land. It is of i Saracen architecture, 
of the most beautiful description, consisting of two stories : the 
lower cluipel was dedicated forth e Virgin^ and was appropriated 
to the inhabitants of the courKgfnerally ; the upper chapel was 
denominated Sainte Couronne , a r^Sainte Croix, and wfis reserved 
fov the king ami his officers. It is 110 £eet high, fifrni the ground 
to the angle of the pediment, U0 long, and 27 viide, so. that it 
has the appearantc of being much higher than it is/ The ex- 
pense of erecting this chapSl is calculated at 6,000,000 of francs. 
It contained many precious relics,* and many biliutiful pieces of 
workman. sli ip, in the taste of flie times of its ejection. T,wo of 
these, which are still in existence, have beenfkleposited in the 
Musee dcs Petits Aufjustim, and are worth describing. On each 
Side of the choir of the chapel were two altars^ decorated with two 
pictures, in enamel, each divided into several compartments, 
representing the passion of our Saviour.* At the bottom of one 
of these pictures was the figure of Eniibis I. and Claude his 
wife : at the bottom* of the other was Henry If. antt Piana of - 
Poicliers , his thistress. I'li esc. enamels were executed by Leonard 
dr Limtfje , after the designs of Prionatrice. IIpou the principal 
altar there was a shrine, in the form of the chapel itficlf; it was 
^jfsilvcr gilt, and set with precious stones, and contained, origi- 
nally, the bon& of Saint Lorn*. Alwve this there was another 
shrine, of gilt bronze ;• in it were ^posited all tb* relics that 
Saint Louis bought of the Emperor Baldwin, of Ci&stantindple. 
Tw(> stair^j^Jpd to this shrine. The riches foraferb * deposited 
in thissacred edifice fell little short of the treasure 1 * of Loretto. 
The bust of feaint Louis , as large a? lifr in p)ld, supported by , 
two angels, in silver gilt; a syperb cross, books richly gilt 
embroidered, a large gold cross, covered with filagree work aid 
set with precieus stones, &c. But the moSt curious and inte- 
resting of the works of artvririch it was* a celebrated^ 

cameo, in onyx-agate ; it is bf ^n.Oval form* about a«foot fojfg 
cand ten inches wide.* It jjgjjjgsents the apptacosis of the Inn- 
peror Augustus, en^ven iOSfe^ and^scpEiposed'fcf ajft’eat 
^ mnbeP of fi g ure^ It was presenfceifetP the jhaper by/pharks 
Qw!Sr - l5tSmg t a fire which Whoke out riUbe palace, on the 
7 th Starch, 1818, thfc agate wris Itoken in Wro £>ifecefc; but it 
has beerarepaired, aud it dsed&l to b^seen m the cabinet of an- 
tiquities in tin; royal library. In 171IfcBoiIeau*was buried in 
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T the lower chapel .of tli \Sainte Ckapelle , under the very spot for- 
merly occupied by the utrin, (pulpit,) which he has rendered so 
famous^. ^ g p 

lor the last twenty ycars-theiiginte Chapelle has ceased to he 
consecrate^ to di\inc service, fif is fitted up in the interioi* with 
large presses, lil which are # deposited a part of the archives of tlse 
kingdom, and the series of judiciary records of the parliamentary 
collection of registers. These presses, being placed against the 
walls of the edifice, conceal all the beautiful workmanship oi 
arabesques, Vcjftlmt decorate them. Such is «the fate de las 
meri't'jjlifui jieti\\egUse de Saint-Lfom, dans “la Hainte Chapelle, 
cglisc toute mytAue, tout arabe d 'architecture, *** un monde 
de religion, et de j focsie, tout un Orient chretien est en ses vitraux, 
fragile et precie\$e 'printure que Von neglige jrop et que le rear 
emportera qurlquAiour”* 

KiAHLissrMrM' og m/Exposition dl lTndustrie. — T lui 
first public exhibits n of tfce products of industry in.FranceTtook 
rf -jdlice in tin* Champ-dc-Mars, in the month <jf July,. 1798, under 
the ministry of Francois de Neuf chateau, and’ aftgr the magni- 
ficent fetes givfju fiy the Directory at this season. During the 
Consulate there weie two exhibitions of this kind, and one'during 
the Gmpiie. In the yeajr 1833, a royal ordinance decreed that 
this exhibition should take*pldce«once in five year*, and a buffcl- 
ing has been erected, in th{? Place de la Concorde, for the purpose 
of receiving/die articles exhibited. It consists of four separate 
buildings, forming a parallelogram 396 feet long and fifty 
wide ; a g&Uerwuus round the interior of thOoilmC^.'’ The 
first if these * biuljji^sj^jBtiaed to receive specimens eff the 
mednanics of a larger description^ the second is devoted to the 
cabinet maker, printer, &c. §fcc. ; the third contains the most 
beautiful specimens^ the article produced by the loom; the 
halls <tf the fourth ^parallelogram contain carpets and* pain ted 
pabers ; •before thesl are tables covered with jewellery and plated 
artnlqs. The ereefliop of this buiMinff co§t $8o,000 francs. 

’No artio^can V$ exhibited ury , established in eufty 

department, \as pronoungj^on its merits, ^central j«ry, at 
Paris, ctecidy ^finally upon* th|>r merits, q^d mdWRW gt 
silver, and hfci »z^a re by theur awarded ^ the* most successful 
candidates, ^eside^whiebi^e Prd&tft upoa s the recommendation 


* M. Michel J ; NouveUe Htstoire Uej ^ftce. 
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of the departmental judges, can make $nown-.the inventions of 
those artists, whose discoveries or improvements cannot he sepa- 
rately exhibited, but contribute, nevertheless,, to the advance- 
meat of manufactures; and these artists can be entitled to prizes 
likewise. < * 

' Conservatoire des Arts et Metiers. — Atf' the .Suggestion 
of the Abbd Gr^goire, the convention decreed thp.t the extensive 
buildings of the 'Abbaye Saint Martin should be appropriated to 
this useful establishment? The Conservatoire* fa divided into 
several halls, on the ground floor and secondlstory, where the 
models of instalments and machines for every purpose arc glassed 
and arranged in the greatest order. A library ^consisting princi- 
pally of books treating of mechanic science, drawings, and en- 
gravings, has alsod>eei*>collected in the Abbaye, and, during late 
years, the most distinguished professors attend and gratuitously 
-impart those parts of scientific knowledge* to the mechanics and * 
artisans who* choose to attend. This ^institution somewhat re- 
sembles the mechaitjcal institutions which arc now sfr general an - 
over England. * ’ . . c 

SocietR Roy ale anonyme oe la Savon nerie. — This is *an t 
establishment for the purposed encouraging tliose nfanufactures 
which England excels in the woollep trade. The fabrication 
of goods iij, lfing woql, “the English ‘ mode of spinning it, and 
converting it into poplins, bombazepM, crapes, gooses, glazed 
stuffs, moreens for hangings and furniture; wafttcoat pieces, 
caljed amab[Jiair 9 pantaloons, and, in short, ever^kind of article 
for w\ich long wool can he uledv 
Royal Cw&ervatory.— In *re%%tr -of* 

France , it may not^be amiss to give a slight sketch of the pro&qness 
made in the construction of these buildings for the prosecution 
of scientific researcl/es, and of their origin* Among the ancients, 
the Chaldeans arc 'first upon* the lists of astronomers, and, con/' 
frequently, must b^supposed to \te .the rfirst c&nrstroctors of obser- 
vatories. The Temple oj^getas was dedicated to this u&ful 
puipose ; and it has also bee5fc^}ectu$ed ;pjat thf Pyramids 
served likewise & observatories; bnfcphis opinion husbogn ques- 
tion edlijTaoira learned; i$is, however eertakii that in thp 

famous school of Alexandria, kTEgrpt, five^h/titqifts before the 
Christian era, the famous toflSb of Opsymandias was applied to 
this same purpose. It is said to have captained a golden circle,, 
adapted to cel^tial observations, whicr was 3 65 cubits in cjr- 


(f * ^ / 

oUervatorm of 
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tcumference, and pne cw»it in thickness. In China, so early as 
the thirteenth century, In observatory was erected on the city 
walls, aijfl Father Verbiejt, a missionary Jesuit, being appointed, 
in 1668, President of the TribMia] of Mathematics, obtain^! 
permission tp furnish this observatory with proper ipstrum&nts. 
But it is in Etfropc that tjiese buildings hare been constructed 
and fitted up in the most expensive and accurate style. 

The Royal Observatory of Paris was founded*in 1667. It is 
160 feet in fronts by 120 in depth, ariH ninety feet in height. 
Its vaults are alsclnincty feet deep, so that it is 180 feet from the 
top to Jjottom of lie edifice. In addition to the original build- 
ing, new rooms have been constructed close by the side of the 
observatory, where a large transit and circle, by Ramsden, have 
been fitted up. In 1788 new vaults were mode, and a small ‘ 
observatory formed on the top of the building, which commands 
.an extensive view of th^ horizon. There Louis XVI. established* 
three obsermteurs , in ordei^to prevent, as much as possible, any 
4«&rruptiqii4o the scries of observations. TJjfcre is, .also, one at 
Monsier,* in* the garden of the Capuchins ; one at fite Hotel de 
i Cltfgny, and ofte at the Mazarine College. There are several 
besides thesPin Paris, and, next t* the building just described* 
that which replaces one formerly belonging to the military school 
is the best: Here Lalande eorilmenced hte observations, which 
have been cqntinued by his^felation, M, frauds Lalande . In 
1761 be had Jjaade a catalogue of more than 10,000 northern 
stars. At AJarV*//**, Toulouse, Lyon , Dijon, 
pellier , Berytses\vignon y Bordeaux; Jirest M Rouml mltoxTSont- 
attfatS there are i mp obser ffiknies* • ■ - \ 9 

Cheches. — T here are twelve parochial churches in Paris, 
onrffor each ammdwement. E^ery parochial church has a cer- 
tain number of chapels of ease dejfendent upbn it,« according to 
the number of the ponulation of the arrendissement The bounds 
ofoiese “parishes mm e^Mishe Aby the concordat of 1801. 
AmAg the auoient^iurclos of remarkable are 

those of Dame RudSd^^m^htVAttxerrou, Among 
those which %ny b # e callejj^podom, are the ohflrcbes oisSaint 
Sulptee, * Saint Philimm-du-Roukt PAtfomptim, Mfr&Same-de? 
Lorcite , La mapdjTde Lmfis KVLf Samt+Roch, Saint Paul, 
Saint Denis % &c. Of these a k% only can be ^locte^.and 
.first upon the list stands that of Notre frame. / 
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Notre Dame.— A temple consccra^cl to w Jupiter formerly 
occupied the ground upo* which Notj^ Dame now stands. In 
1711 many curious remains ftf this Pagi^i temple were discovered, 
consisting of inscriptions, baft-yeliefs, ruined* columns, &e. A 
stately an<| beautiful edifice was, in 555, erected by Childehert , 
mt the solicitation of Saint Germain , Bishop oof Pari?. This 
church, which contemporary ^writers represent aS a wonder, was 
almost destroyed by the Normans in 875; yet it was repaired, 
and subsisted until the £ear 1 HU, when Mwu^ice Sallj/, Bishop 
of Paris, commenced the present edifice ; the Piflpe Alexander III. 
who had at that time sought refuge in Paris, /jiid the first stone. 
Its foundations are erected upon piles; itsjjorm is that of a 
Latin cross, 390 feet long, 144 wide, and 104 lect high. It has 
six doors, contains forty chapels, and is Ornamented with 128 
large pillars, and 108 columns composed of one Mock of stone. 

Hi, The windows are exquisitely worked^;* the circular windows, 
which are called roses, are very beautiful : before the revolution, 

* in the line of niches in the front were twenty-seven statues 
kings of France/ from Childebert. to Philippe Auyvdfi. • The two 
square tqwers are greatly admired for their height and rich or- 
naments ; the three principal doors are highly sculptured. The 

• roof of Notre Dame is, however, considered the most curious 

part of tlie edifice, in.pdint of architecture ; it is called the finest , 
from the immense number of chestnut-trees which lyivc been em- 
ployed in its construction. Formerly great crinjfeals were con- 
tacted^ hgJigc their execution, to the Parvis* tfVv&re, Dame, to 
make* the amende honorable. 6 Jacques de Moraix? tlie unfortu- 
nate Gran 4 Master of the T empb^. vsyU&ih )s companion^ and, 
in later times, D^mien^ the ^ssassin of Louis XV., were brought 
hither for this purpose. o V 

The Bishop of Paris kept 'formerly a pafibulary ladder in this 
Parvis; as a mark of the power he e^erci^ed in the jurisdiction 
of the capital. c This ladder w/is. repjaced,hin J 787, by an Jfon 
ring fastened to a stake, imaged opposite qyieaof the contreftms or 
bftttresses of the southern but this vjas likewise removed 

Jn 17 ^0 . Fro 3^ the spot which wafooecupted b/ this slake the 
itinerary^fstayces to every part of France js calculated. 

# Saint Germain #L*A0XERlfois was fouiKled^ Childeric* 1. 

* Parvis ^the name giv«i to the place which immediately precedes 
the entrance t\the principal portal of the c^rch. 
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! This church was partly kestroyed hy the Normans, but it was re- 
stored by successive molarchs. The great portal appears to be- 
long tope fourteenth ce|tury ; the pulpit is the most remarkable 
of any church in Paris. The % disgraceful scenes which took 
iff ace. in tlys church, in 1831 /need not be mentioned here. 
It is in. agitati'dh to destroy this venerable building, in order to 
make room fdr # the great street .which is to extend from the 
Louvre to the site of the Bastille. * 

La Made lei n r. — This beautiful buflding, no ways inferior in 
its exterior to *th J Maison Carrie of Reims, is at length com- 
pleted % The clifcel which at first* occupied thistf ground being 
too small for the) congregation, a n^w edifice was erected in 
1 660, and it became a parish church. The population still in- 
creasing, the building again became too small* and another waff* 
jiroposed, and, in 1764, the first stone was laid, and the church 
• was rising from its foundation, upon the model of the Pantheon 
of Agnppa, when the olution condemned it to be sold as 
*rftional property. Many efforts were subsequently made to com- ' 
plcle it as a libiary^ a theatre, &c. . At lengtli Bufbnaparte re- 
solved that it should become a Temple of Glory: the models 
were sent to'liim at Tilsit, and, aiming these, he fixed on that of 
M. Barthelmy Vignon. Jhis gentleman swept away the whole 
of what liad%ecome picturesque ruins, Ground wlflch goats and 
sheep were permitted to brjjwze. The tompjp was to be deco- 
rated with statues of the matsbals of France, and the most dis- 
tinguished* genwls ; tables of gold and silver, bronze. &?d marble 
were to be eflciwed in the walls, ’engra\en with the* details of 
the most mnownea^^ 3 j^ # When Louis XVIII. leturneff, in 
181^ M. Vignon received orders Jto convert pe temple into a 
church. The exterior, which 4s surrounded by a magnificent 
perystile of tbe Coriifthxan order, composed of fifty-two columns, 
sixty feet high, rcm*ine4 the same; Some difficulty atose in 
anmging the interfhr fo^ a 9^fh°^ c Christif p church ; but it 
has been surmountm„and la Clauds conspicuous for 

an eleg&ncetafkd be|pty /'hioh&^mcients could not surpass.*, 

La Ci^APELtE EjtviATojgu, or ta Chapellc 4 $ Louis KVL^ 
situated near Madeleine, at the extremity of Jh e%u£neuve- 

• The towi. hall of Birminglfem is ffltSWise built upon Jhl fftodel of 
thetemplc of Jvpiten Sluter* 
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des-Mathurim , was erected by Louis X\]III. in expiation of the 
death of his unfortunate brother, Louisf'XVI. It is situated in 
one of the cemetries made during the revolution, and vyhere the 
remains of Louis, and his wife^larie Antoinette, are supposed to 
have been c found. The interior of the chapel is very plain ; it 
contains an urn, in which is deposited the hearts! Marie Antoi- 
nette, and the tomb of her husband; upon the c la tier his will is 
engraven. The outside of the building is remarkable for its 
simplicity; it is surrounded by posts and any iron chain, and 
cypress trees. - « at 

CiMETifcR&t.— There are five cimetieres iii the environs of 
Paris, destined to receive the bodies of thole who die in the 
capital. One is particularly appropriated to those who die in 
the hospices, another to those who arc executed. Those of Munt- 
matre , of VEst, and of Plre Id Chaise , are open to every one. 

. 'iThe latter is a very picturesque object, it is laid out in gravel ■ 
walks, little -gardens, and is ornamented' with numerous tombs. 

/ •Catacombs. — Ip, 1780, the inhabitants of Parish terrified 1 '^ 
the numerous accidents which had occurred in tlie cellars of 
several houses in the Rue de la Lingerie, from its contiguity to 
the fosse , destined to received, 000 bodies, addressed themselves 
to the Lieutenant General de la Polity pointing out the danger 
wiiich threatened the^ health of tie public by this*nuisance, in 
which the numhejr of bodies deported was so gpeat, that the 
earth, which scarcely covered themy was raised eight feet above 
tl}C uei i ^h hiri ng habitations. M. Le Nair tftfeno pressed the 
subject, which he had before proposed, of empt»tog t all the burial 
grounds in ‘Paris, and carrying the cat&rombs, 

the origin of which is not ascertained. These cataoombsicon- 
sist of numerous subterraneous apartments, or galleries, in which 
the remains of humanity are' symmetrically arranged ; they pre- 
sent a gloomy picture ; here and therq parages from seviptye 
are written, andjhe name of tfye, chtpeh flpm which *suehjfod 
such heaps of btmas Ira&beeii collecjeiL The catacombs 
hawe their entrances b^j *he tomb of 

Issoim , midb y^fee plain of MontSqprifl. t 
^Arc&dKTrjomphb (Triumphal Arches).— £a Porte Saint 
Jftoiis , upon the Bogilemt, erected in 1672^in honour of Louis 
XIV. «s seventy-two feetSEwWet and seventy-three high; it is 
richly sculptured on both sides. 
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! La Porte Saint M^tin is not far from that of Saint-Denis, 
it, was constructed in 11574 ; it commemorates’ die victories of 
. Louis XIV. in the Low fcountries. * 

Arc Triomphe du Carousel. — This monument, which de- 
, corates the entrance to the Thuillc?ies, on the Place du Carousel \ was 
erected jn 18O0pupon the designs of M. M. Percier and Fontaine; 
in commemoration of the victories yf La grande armee. It is upon 
the plan of* the arch of Constantine, at Rome, 4 and consists of 
three arches, the two lateral ones beiiife smaller than the centre 
one. It is muclimmamented^ £nd upon its summit there for- 
merly stood a car, to wliich was attached the horses brought 
from Venice, guiaed by Peace and Victory. At tlie grand hour 
of restoration, hoover, these horses were restored to their adopted 
country, Venice, which had received then),, it said, originally 
from Constantinople. On the top there are now four leaden 
. horses, bronzed, guided* by Fame, two looking one way and 
two the other. • m \ 

^^^ac-DE-TinioMPHE de e’Etoilk.— T his .arch decorates tli6 
entrance, to the Ckamps-Elyw ,* it is not quite yet completed. 
€ It was beneath lliis" arch that the grande armee entered Paris on 
its victorioimetum from EyUm an&Friedland , after the peace of 
Tilsit, and that the army commanded by the Duke d'Angouleme , 
on its retumffrom Spain, entort>d the capital likewfce. *' 

CoLUM^s^-Co/awie de Place Vendtyne.— This Tine monu- 
ment was erected to perpetuate the remembrance of tlie rapid 
conquests oj 1105. It is a superb column, resembhpgthat jj£ 
•Trajan, at Roifc. The shaft js enveloped or enciraecT'by a 
bas-r|lief, wh!oh\vindsroiu|d iutwo-and-twenty lilies, thfi ex- 
tendi length of whicV would be about 340 feet. The bas- 
reliefs, which are cast in bronze,* made from* die cannon cap- 
tured at Ulm and. Austeriit*, represent principal mrcum- 
stances which took .place in 1805 : thc selection 'was made by 

a statue of die 
Tm^tatye* is, by the Allied 
« statue of tBe 

Emperor, in the haj&it he usually wore, was, wit^fnuch ceremony, 
raised to* the smnimt of die cblujpu. , 

•Colonne rn L/friCTOiRi:, in; the Play du*Ch*t 4 let.--Tkii& 
column is placed in. a la|ge oiieulgr bason, twenty ifeet in di- 
ameter, ornameu teawit^Tour cornucopia, from which issue four 
ftls^d'eau; the shaft the form of a palm-tree, divided at 
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intervals by bands, which bear the na^ic of some grand battle 
gained by the French. T}ie capital i£ forfned of palm leaves, 
surmounted by a ball, on wjiich stands^ figure of Fame in lead, 
gilt, presenting crowns. It is sometimes called the fountain of 
fne fpalm-tree. 



Obelisk of Luxor. — This obel&k is still in&9 wooden case, 
th£jj<m&of the Seine; but it is intended feo ^ic erected in 
the 1*1 a re de la Concorde, a plaice now surroqflfted by buildings 
of in tere strand beauty. It Jfc oA^^iteg^Jnal form, tte four 
principal sides equal length ; the four pavilions at the corners 
form the lesser lines of the figure. Along the north side is *the 
garde-meubhy to the south, the portico of the Palais des Deputes 
and thfe bridge oP Concorde, with its statue^; and to the east, the 
terraces of the Tkuilleries. But, it instil# more remarkable as 
the dreadful seenetowl^lj* during mtc^ikmonths, tlie guillo- 
tine was permanently erected and he^e I^piis y$Pl., his wife, 
his si fter, wi th*a»hoat of nobles asc^privat^ individuals, distin- 
guisheaby~th^r rank and foltunes, fell victims^ to the lawless 
spirit of despotism, the despotism of libert^ks ij Was impiously 
called.* • . # • % ^ < 

' La Colonne de la Halls au Bl\Is ninety-five feet high ; 
it is the ancient ^bservatory of Catharine de Medicis^ in the gar- 
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•den of the Hbtel <k Soishms, and is the only remains of that fine 
palace. I l) 


Placj# (Square^).— L|\ Place Ve.n dome occupies the site of 
a Convent of Capuchins, and th/? Hotel des Comtes de Vendbm •, 
demolished by order of Louvais , minister of Louis XI Y. In' die 


middle .of this' Square staqds the Colonne Vendome, where a 
statue of. Louis' XtV. fonnerly stood. It is seventy-live metres 
in length, and seventy-two broad. 

La Place des Yictoires is of a circular form, forty toises in 
diameter. The statue of Louis «XIV., surrounded by emblema- 
tical emblems aife allegorical groftpes, representing his great 
actions, was placqd in its centre in IJJ91*. In 1792 this statue 
was destroyed. It was succeeded hy an obelisk to the glory of 


the French arms ; afterwards hy another «nom#nent to die me- 


mory of G euerals 'Dcssaix and Klebcr; dien a whimsical raonu 


• ment of the former appeared, which was consigned to oblivion. - 
and the figure of Louis XIV., on horseback, now ornaments t£e 
**HTtrc of the 9 Place des Victoires. ‘ Sit glorialrarmt? 

La PiiaCe Louis Quinzf, separates die Champs Ely sees from 
tlic •garden of tlfe 7 %iilleries. It is of an octagonal form. In 
1 772, the citJPof Paris erected, in th%centre, a statue of Louis XV. 7 


which was overthrown in # 1792, and the place was called Place 
RevolutionaiAt. It was on tliisfspot thattlij scaffoM was erected 
for the execution of Louis £VI. Its natne # was siihsequendy 
changed to that of Place tkJa Concorde , but it has resumed, of 
late years, it§ oKinal denomination. It is surrounded by fosses 
flitch), along wnLli there is a stone* palisade. On tliekicte 8f the 
bouldjkrts it is t^y£atecU|^ two handsome buildfcgs, oiife of 
wliicCi is occupied by die Ministre du Marin . At the opposite 
extremity is the Pont Louis XVJ. 9 and, beyoncl that, the north- 
ern front of the Chamber of Deputies. Inlhe middle is to be 


the obelisk of Luxoi^ # • • * * 

P^LACJJB^.— Lo^vr e ^ origin of thj^ galaee is not per- 
fectly decided ; , bi^ that jtexistgdJn gi* time of Philippe 
Auguste i$y%sce$t®ned, and thatnt Was then called Lonivw* 
In 1528 ^Francis I. began di^ present edifice ; ^ son Heary II- 
partly finishe^ it, *Louis XII. fcuilt the Pavilion d&*H3orloge* 
but it was Louis who gave*it its mosj beautiful ornamttit, 

• The word Louvre jrby smfie sard $ ifc derived from LupnrQ a place 
for hunting the wtfl£ (hup Jfknd hy others from the Saxon word lower, 
which signifies chateau, o£ castle. 
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the famous colonnade, of which Claudcf Perrault was the archi- 
tect. Charles IX. and Henry IV. ma lie tlie Louvre their place 
of residence. It has since been approbated to the exhibition of 
the products of industry. 

L Tuilleries. — This celebrated edifice was commenced by 
'Catherine de Medicis, on a spot formerly occupied' by a manufac- 
ture of tiles ( tuile8 ) t hence jts name. It *s composed of one 
large pavillion,' in tlie middle, called, Pavilion de I'Horloge , two 
lateral wings, the Pavilion# Mersan and Flore. This edifice, 
whimsical in. its details, is majestic as a m(iss.‘ Towards the 
Louvre exteiJCs the gallery opposite the Seine, j liich contains the 
Milsie ? de Peinture . tfhe # gallery opposite to tliis is not yet com- 
pleted. The gardens of the Tuillvries , planted in 1685, upon the 
‘designs of Le Nqtrr, ire 1500 toiscs long; their breadth, which 
is that of the Palace, 168 toises. The historical associations 
connected with die palaces of Paris are po intermingled with tlie 



Luxembourg. — This palace was built, in 1615, by 'Marie de 
Medici#, wife of Henry IV., upon the designs t>f Desbrosscs , in , 
imitation of the celebrated palace of Pitti, at Floreiflfle. In 1793 
it was converted into a prison. In tfyis fine building tlie Direc- 
tly and thc®Senate t htld their Sittings, and it ifras here that 
Buonaparte was receded on his refipn from his triumphant cam- 
paign in Italy. The peers of France now occupy it. The gar- 
dens of tlie Luxembourg rival those of the Thuil|i;rifys. 

P/la is “Royal: — Cardinal BAckelieu laid life foundations af 
this 1 palace?, in 1629, which he (^Ucd P j^gj/ Cardinal. *jtn the 
time of the Republic it received the alternate name of Calais 
Egalitc and Palais du Tribunal * The gallery, of wood, which 
was formerly exceedingly u£ly, has beet* replaced by one in 
stone, and the paUce has, in many respects^ undergone great im- 
provements of lat$ years. It # c^pt^yns tap Orleans^ "'gallery of 
pictures, the private property , of the present ling, Louis Philippe. 
&ftops of the most splencncrMescription, gaming Reuses, coffee 
houses, & c., foftjj a part of this palacg, on tlie lower stories ; and 
gardenifldSleful, but not exten&ve,' form a delightful promenade 
fofr the Parisians. 0 

^©haowre des DEPUT£&-*Tbe Dfcichess ? Dowager of Bourbon 
commenced the erection of this edifice^ 17^2, which has under- 
many alterations. The front, wh^tin is opposite the Quai> 
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• was reconstructed by Nyjwlcm. It presents a portico, formed of 
a single row of pillars, which is ascended by a perron* of tliirty 
steps, decorated with colossal statues of Sully , Daguesseau , Col- 
bert , airtlT VJIopitat . The hall, in which the public sittings are 
held, 1ms been recently constructed; it cost 5,000^)00 fsanfe. 
It was in a wooden barrack, attached to this palace, that the 
Duke of Of Haws. took the *oath, as King of the French, on the 
9th of August, f830. • 

KlvsIch Bourbon.— This palace i^situated in the Rue St. 
11 (more. It tfas jerected by ttye Comte d'Evreua^ in 1718. It 
belonged successively to Louis XVi, M. de Beattjv*, Madame la 
Ihichme de lloutbon , and to Murat ! Tt was in this palace 
Napoleon signed his abdication, after the battle of Waterloo. 
Louis XVI II. gave it, the following year^to the Duke of Berrjy 
who resided in it until 1820, when he was assassinated. 


Palais de J usTiCF.,-**Tbis mass of building was commenced, 
by the monarclis of the first race, and was repaired by those of ‘the 
jjjird ’race ; Jibe first twelve of whom made, it their* residence. 
The hall* actually occupied by la Cour de Cassation, was formerly 
( calk'd Grand Ckamtrc de Saint Louie , and underneath the mile 
des pas jwrd*v\ is an apartment stjjl called cuisine deSt? Louis. 
The principal entrance to the edifice is on the eastern side, in 
front of which is an iron pglisade, richly ornamented, and sup- 
ported by pilasters of the yfhic order, aiul in the s&me metal. 
On each sidejrf tliis Tailing ^lvance the two wings of the build- 
ing ; beyond t%e court a perrqp presents itself, in die open air, 
yliicli leads (p MDortico, formed by 4bur pillars of the tonffi order. 
The interior of ti %ed>ficc is^ onifiosed of *a confuse^ succession 
of cq/l*idors, struigluSnfff'IVSoke d passages, and numberless stair- 
cases. It is a perfect labyrinth, fn which Jifttice might occa- 
sionally have some difficulty to make her way# Tfye mile des pas 
perdus , constructed by Desbrosses, itt compost^ o£*two parallel 
aisles, liavipg a vaulpd rooLwhich is divided^Hy a splendid row 
of pillars. '•* * - * . > * 

Case une^— 1 & lire forty-eight Imnacks ( casernes J in Pa aft. 

* Perron is the wotf exprayiv*, in architecture, oh the ascent of step* 
he jpre a portico, »v 1 ^ " * 

f It is called the A® des pas pei dils because ife is here the barristers 
who lack bryfs pace S^ckwapls and* Awards, anxiously, *a»d often 
fruitlessly, hoping eomeunfofteii event may procure p client* 
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The most remarkable are those of PAve^ Maria, which formerly 
belonged to a society of Beyuine nuns; »that r of the Rue da Tour- 
non, of the Quai d'Orsay ; that of th vtfelestiiies, which* after be- 
longing to monks of the order of Oiteaiix , wa£ converted into an 
J&tspfce, for medical electricity, 'then an asylum for the deaf and 
dumb, and* finally, it has become a dwelling foi;, sol fliers. 

Hotel des Invalides. — This magnificent .edifice, situated 
on the left bark of tlic Seine, and founded by Louis XIV., 
occupies, with its dependencies, a site of 19,000 toises. The 
dome, which jises in the middle, eighty fcctjbi diameter, occu- 
pied Mansart thirty years ; the point of the spin j which surmounts 
it is 323 feet above the ground. The esplanade, opposite the 
Seine, is furnished with^cannon, among which the sculptured 
.eulverins, taken at Algiers, are conspicuous. Two halls in tills 
building are ornamented with the whole-length portraits of the 
^Marshals of France. In the middle pavilion is the fine library, 
cSiftaining 50,000 volumes ; and in the* buildings on the right 
contained the piodcls, iu relief, of the principal strong places 
in France. iThcfiotel des Invalid's is calculated to'accommo^ 
date 7,000 invalid or aged soldiers. From the dome, before. the 
Restofation, was suspended 1400 colours, taken froyi the enemy. 
Marshal Seivuricr caused them to he burnt, and thrown into the 
Sune; but s$mc of thf'ir remains wore carefully collected, and 
an idea w£$ afloat that a monument should be erected, on which 
they were to be deposited. 

Hotel de Ville.— T he firs} house in whicK the Hanse* de 
^Paris held their sittings, was situated in the Vigtce ?le la Misery 
ncai the Gy md Chatelet : it was culled Mahaijfpe la Marchandise. 
It was afterwards transferred to aulflffllPWiise, called Ptyauer 
des Bourgeois, -and subsequently to the neighbourhood of the en- 
closure des Jacobins, between la place Sainf Michel and the rue 
Saint <hayuei\ ^ t 

It was not uii 1^1357 that the BurgfessesW Paris purchased a 
house on the Ja Grtve , WKilih the# called Maison aux 

Fillers, because it was ©reified on piles. ThiS, bouse jmly differed 
from Jhose which surrounded it, by twef tovrfcrs. dn the 15tl» of 
Ifuly, 1533, Pwrrede Viole laid the- fi^st stonS of an edifice which 
was never completed. In 1?49, an Ital^i architect, named 

• 1IS&P, a term applied foflnefly to a Iqu-ietyqf merchants ; lienee the 
term, Hanse Towns. 



121 


DEPARTMENT OF THE SEINE. 

Dominique Boccor,do , pH'sonted a plan lo Henry II., which was 
iwloptcd, and completed under HcnrJ IV. ; and this is the pre- 
sent Unhide ViUi’j of /4 m, so closely allied with the domestic 
history (if France. • # 

Tin; front is flanked by two pavilions, higher than the body of 
the building. ’•It is omaipented bv many niches and statues* 

A turret in the*' middle contains Jt clock, the work of the cele- 
brated Jean Andre Lrjmntr. This cloc^ is illuminated at night. 
The Corinthian order has been employed in tlic low er story, but 
the building is to! much surcharged with little orifajnents to pre- 
sent a # c omn mil ding aspect. A statue of # Louis XIV. formerly 
adorned the court: lie was in a Grecian costume, except his 
head, which was covered with an enormous wig. The interior ol 
the edifice contains many large apartments, th# finest and most 
celebrated of which is the Sal/e du trone. At the two extremities 
. of this apartment ihcre^itve two vast chimney-pieces, ornamented* 
with Persians,* hronze* Caryatides, and allegorical* £gures, rt 
posing uppif*inclincd planes. They are of th« time of llcury IV. ' 
111 1 8 1 IV a statue of # this monarch was. placed in the centre of thi* 
apdrlment. It is in this hall that all the civic fetes, balls', and 
•• • 

* The Persians are so calle^l, from a victory gained over the Persians 
by Pausanias, # who, having b*iii£ht home spoils and Sophies to Tie 
Athenians, they fixed upon Persian figures for pilose which should sup- 
port entablatures, and thus kep^jn mind that there were once Persian 
slaves in Athens* To represent * "se jjsmquered people in the lowest 
state possible, •the^loaded them with thg heaviest entablature, vi/,., that 
bf the Doric ofderJk In process of tfhie, howefer, other lijmics, besides 
those j*f Persians, wt% ; ''*-?dur^SVanfl other entablatures put over them, 
but tire name was still retained. # 9 

The proper Caryatides are womgn, dressed in long robes, after the 
Asiatic manner* and tWe origin of th$ device w&s as •follows ; — The 
Carians had Aren long ^t war with the Athenians, fmt ',.3rjg \ft length 
totally vanquished, thew wives were led aw f ay captiv^f and to perpetuate 
the memory* If this ejent, tApn/es *were ii? which figure* of 

women, drcssld in th i Garyatic manneP, wew used to support entabjj* 
tures, like the F^rsiaus^ and though other female figure^were afterwaicb 
used in the same manner, the name of Caryatides was always retained. • 

The ancients made frequen/use of Persians and Cajyatidos, and de- 
lighted in divcrsifying^SmTij^liousand ways. Ttye modern artists have 
followed their exiftnple ; there is ai»g»#at variety of compositions of 
this kind to be met^witffin dj^rent parts of Europe. * 
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public ceremonies of the city arc celebrated. , Next the sallc du 
trout • is the suite du zodiafue , ornamented with bas-reliefs and 
pictures which relate to its name. f 
c In 180 1 , the office of the P<refeturc of the department of la 
Seine was d*emo\ed to the Hotel de Vi fie. The building was at 
this period greatly enlarged. Upon Jibe site of*ih e Hotel Saint 
Esprit the private house of the Frefct was coilSpruetcd. . It con- 
tains three a])artincnts, jnimoly, the mile de billiard , lo wile de 
reception , and the antichamber, which are all fitted up in the 
same man uer, w and are separated *by a movcablfe partition only, so 
that, upon any great occasion, they may be removed, apd it is 
then denominated the safe das fastes. In the apartments of the 
Hotel de Villa several societies of the sciences and beaux arts 


assemble. r ° 

The history of the Hotel de Villa is that of Paris ; but perhaps 
* there arc no recollections attached to it c more interesting, more 
/trilling, PT more appalling, than tho.se connected with the revo- 
lution of 17j)8, ajiJ following years. * % % - 

Tim Hotel Sou bine is -situated in the t rue du Chaume, and 
occupies the space betw ecu the rue da Paradis and the rue da 
Grand Chantin'. It is rcuuiiluiblc for a round towe?,’ terminating 
ii^a point. was built in 1 o;3(j, by Cardinal Charles and the 
Due dv Guise , who spared ncithcr^ifioncy nor labour in its con- 
s l ruction ; and after k fell into the Viands of the Prince of Sou- 
Use , it received many add ijiom^^TRamcnts. TbiPcourt, and its 
magnificent portico, which are ‘still standing, xtaifc erected by 
hint H ift composed* of Corinthian columna/suyAiountcd by & 
cornice richly adorned with fi'Ojdi&fi. *JE4*MTiterior apartments 
were furnished with much megnifieence, but this has disappeared 
with its inhabitants. The e^liffcc is, indeed, appropriated to a 
national ohi^ct. In the year 1790 a decree was passed by the 
Constituent Ahsqmbly, that all the charted acts, (Ales, whether 
relating to the “aukipigfration kingdom, wljpther to reli- 

jjious houses, provinces, /n'private individuals, shouli be collected 
into gne foe us ¥ and should he deposited in the Convent of the 
•Capuchins, in tile rue St. Honor e'.wMch was denominated Hotel 
dqs Archives d 'ft Royaume : froSi thcqc^^Y were translated, to 
tlic Thuilleries, vvhAe thej' remained ujUilftlie jiear 1810, when 
they were deposited in the Hotel they still remain. 
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• Many of these document are exceedingly interesting and curious, 
here is one charter bearing the dt#te of 020 ; it is written on 
papyrus, and relates to ft gift made by Clotaire to 1'Abbaye dr 
Saint Denis. 

]J"CKu vre. — This is a small establishment in Paris, supported ify 
the charity of individuals. About the middle of the last century, 
the Abbe PontbrUmd having entered into conversation with a 
Savoyard who was blacking his shoes, he was much affected at 
the forlorn state the youth described oP those mountaineers, who 
quit their coufitryf in early childhood, and travel oyer Europe for 
a scanty subsistence, and made a rt>w to devote h£ fortune and 
personal exertions to their alleviation anTl religious instruction. 
He was succeeded in these pious offices by l 1 Abbe do lunclon, 
who devoted his whole time to m petite famglle, as he called tlienir 
The revolution of 17 N 0 , which spared neither sex, age, nor con- 
. dition, dragged the vcnecible mail from the midst of his adopted, 
children, whose tears cotdcj not defend their benefactor. J le w »«. 
dragged to the same scaffold upon which Louis XVl.*had been, 
murdered. ■ About eight years ago the Abbe burn/ reestablished 
• the* humble asjfium of the little Savoyards. A number qf the 
younger children are employed in Jjic manufacture of cards, for 
wool. In the house in which the workshop is established, a 
dozen of the least children unprovided with beds, food, and r!!i- 
rnent. Tlic elder ones here^asscmblc to repeat their catechism, 
and undergo jeligious examimtions, previous to their receiving 
the first congmlteion. The finhi ”^f pfCsei)t arc so small, that 
rtie Abbe ha^beflh unable to accomplish plan lie has much at 
heart Ahat of layityr fh a bpge atore of tools suitafle to fheir 
various employments, and the more important object of providing 
dortoirs (sleeping rooms) for mg.ny of these poor ‘children, who 
pass their nights on the steps of do<fts, or lie lfuddleul together in 
close unwhoVsoine ropm$. # • • 1|> 

M. GuiraJd, from whosj work$ these accounts arc taken, is a 
poet. He published ajbeautiful littjp poitfV^ii* three parts, called 
Le petit Safltyard, the profits of which \Vere appropriated to the 
benefit of I'CEuvre. On tlje first celebration oi^tfie comnmnion 
byjhe elder Savoyards, thewinvitud him to be present, and waiteef 
upon him for that pu^osSf as a token of their gratitude. * 
Hospital#. — Paris oentpis twerftyfhospitals and hoepires, or 
infirmaries, which. make vp 15,000 beds. These hospitals are 
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open to individuals of every country; those of the departments* 
are confined chiefly to the inhabitants of that department.* The 
hospitals of Paris are principally appropriated to particular 
diseases : they are much frequented by the students of the 
ram/ie de Medicine. Among the principal hospices are 
l' Hole! / )ieu , upon the open space before Notre § Uame, founded 
1»\ Saint- Landry in 656; it contaihs 1,260. beds. • L'Hopital 
Saint-Louis, (in the Fauxbourg du Temple ,) o'wes its origin to 
IJenry IV., in 1612: that of the Fnfam Tro uves, is the work of 
Saint- Vincent, de Paul. Uiitil^ 1640, the foundling children 
were receive^ at Saint- Laudry, where they were sold for twenty- 
four sous each ! A financier, of the name of Beaujon , fCunded 
the hospital called Ilopital Beaujon , and endowed it with 
20,1)00 francs of annual rent: it contains 160 beds. L' Hospice 
dc la Salpetriere , founded in 165G by Louis XIV., occupies p, 

* From official returns at the Bureau of the Prcfet of the Seine, that 
in J833, the receipts for the support of the Parisian hospitals and in- 
fuMiuries g mounted t£ 10,180,388 francs. The resources from. which they 
derive their support are, rents, ( lay era fer mages ) ; government grants, 
(i elites^ stir VKlnt ) ; contribution of the city of Paris, individual aids 
(rentis stir ks parti cullers ) ; Mont de Pieto, (licensed'' 'pawnbrokers’ 
shops); the theatres; and a certain sum is drawn from the departments 
fi/1 the support of the ^foimdlings. 'fhc < expences are these incurred for 
food and bed-clothes, and medical treatment of the poor. In many 
ca.es, the patients jfrovide themselves; 'tfiat is to say, they pay a certain 
sum for their maintenance a n 4^C(Iiy^advice. These Ji8uses are appro- 
priated to three different purposes .'—first, the host/lal^ for the sick’; 
these are thirteen in number, containing 5,3.37 bed&p elefeu hospices , of 
infirmaries, tor the old and infirm^ar^ll^r or^^fr-the beds, 17^)77. 

Under the second head may be classed the relief given at rertain 
as> lums and schools ; and undcr^hc^ third class, are the foundling esta- 
hli diluents, wfyich a»e well regulated and extensive: the children are 
deposited JrrNi kind of cradle,, a bell is rung, apd the chijjj is admitted, 
without any inquifty as to who it is or fronTwherfce it com^s. 

The poor in France ^ciount to al*>ut l,ff00,000, out of population of 
.^,000,000 of inhabitants^ 6r o*e in twenty; tyid the agrl Cultural popu- 
lation, compared with the manufacturing, is^as four to onfc France has 
been divided intb tjiree regions of paupergm, shewing tfiat one- thirtieth 
of the people of France are destitute. * In England, the poor amount to 
3,500,000, out of a population of 20, 400, agricultural and the 

manuifjftipp'g population, ar^ii\thc ratio ot^two to thfee, and the work 
perfoi .nod by machinery exceeds that of S|j),00b,000 workmen. 
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surface of 330,000 feet : its front, ujon the Boulcvart, extends 
600 feet.. It is a kind of town in itself, peopled with 5,000 inha- 
bitants, 'one quarter of which is reserved for deranged females. 
L'Hojpital-du-val-de* Grace, constructed in 1645, was first of # all«i 
nunnery; Aie*tfhurch, one of the finest in Paris, is covered with 
an elevated dome, the cujtola of which, painted by Mignord, is 
considered one* of the finest specimens of fresco painting in 
Europe: this hospital is consecrated? to the military. The 
Hospice-des-Quiifyewnyts, in the Rue de C/iarenton , was founded 
in 1660, for fifteen times twenty, or 300 individuals ; hence its 
name? Persons who arc struck blind art? only admitted. This 
institution may be traced hack to the fune of the Crusades, par- 
ticularly that of Saint Louis, w hen very many private individuals^, 
soldiers, and a number of knights, returned to Their native coun- 
. try deprived of sight, from the ophthalmia, so common on the 
banks of the Nile. *• * 

Sorirte la Charitz 3fat erne lie. — This sogety comfnenccd its 
charitable -functions on the 13th February,*! 780. •Ifrwus es’ta.-* 

> Wished for the purpose of assisting poor women in their confine- 
ment, and*fc> encourage them subsequently to nurse* thtir own 
children, by allowing them five francs a month during fifteen 
months, an£ providing tlfejn aith linen > ajid evey mother who 
is desirous of partaking of^tne benefits of this society, must pre- 
sent herself i^month before her confinement, a! the establishment, 
at number line Coq-Heron* wheii &he must present a certifi- 
cate of her good conduct, of hqr marriage, and of her poverty. 
Theifc are auiili£ter &>cieties of t^is establishment afmost of the 
principal cities in France. 

But besides these public asjlutns for the sick,* and aged, and 
helpless, there are, m most of the fowns and cities^f France, the 
Somirs de>(\Charitef who visit and .nurse th« sick at their own 
hous^, apl instruct the poor children gratis : these Sisters of 
Charity wqje the only religious comm uni jy#w4io were permitted < 
to* live uiw\olested, *and wear their habit, when monks afid 
nuns of evefy other (fescripjtion were driven # ffom thei* habi- 
tations, and compelled number^ of them to seek an asylum in # a 
foreign land. 

There are also asylum^for the® d«af and dumb, bih|d, See . ; 
^besides which, every fauT&ourg possesses almshouses for the aged , 
and decrepid of both sfcxes. 
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The Bank of FRANCE.-yr-This establishment was founded in 
1800; a law passed on the 14th April, 1803, endowed it with 
the power of issuing hills payable to the bearer at sight. ‘ On the 
2Gd April, 1800, this privilege whs extended, by a new law, uiitil 
JJ2d September, 1843. 

The capital of the Bank was at first 45,000,000, divided into 
shares of 1,00(1 francs. In 1808, the go\ eminent authorised 
the issue of 45,000 new tolls, each of the value of 1,200 francs. 
The Bank having, since this epoch, redcemedi 22,100 of these 
bills, there wi*e only 07,900 in circulation on the 31st Decern- 
ber, 1833. " *• 

Every year the proprietors are assembled, when the governor, 
in the name of the Council General, submits all the accounts 
for inspection. 

At Bordeaux, Nantes, and Rouen, / here are banks which 
issue hills payable to the bearer at sight, r 

^Saving Fund. — T his establishment is of infinite service tb the 
labouring "classes,’ lor it enables them not only to dopasit their 
liard-carned savings in a place of security, hdl also to receive an 
interest’ of four per cent, upo^it ; which, if they please, may be 
added to the capital. The deposit cannot he less than a franc, 
nor more than, fifty .francs, and ahc r highest sum that can be 
cmtTed in oSie name is 2,000 franco: ^ These sums may be with- 
drawn in part, or as a whole, upon giving jive days’ notice. 

The deposits are entered* on Sundays and JVJondays at the 
Caissc ccntrale of the hotel of Jthe Bank, and at *three other* 
office*, — in £lie Place *Royale, n Rue G anglicise, knd Rub St . 
Martin. Four new caissr . f were established in 1834 ; out at 
Saint Denis, olie *at NcuiUy, ' M Mmitmuge, and Charmton . In 
1832, the receipts amounted lo 3,613,000 francs; in 1834 the 
sum amounted to, 17,269,226 francs, am\ the pn/its of the 
lottery have decreased in proporth 
Mont of. PiFTfi.-r-This establishment is in the Ru\^des fllancs 
Mhnteaux : it has a fapade in Rue ties Petits Awj istins, and 
twenty*three offices in divers parts of Paris. Its objfect is to lend 

* * Savings’ Ban^i continue to increase in France. There are noy 
125 hanks duly authorizf d and established, oTwhith 101 have paid sums 
into the Treasury. The sunk pUid in (taring* one monty amounted 
to 2,207,000 francs ; and, in 1835, the savil[gs had in. the Treasury a 
total of 52,249,000 francs. « ' 
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money upon articles, which are pledged for its return. The 
borrower may leave* them in pledge fcr thirteen months: if they 
be not redeemed in that time, they are sold, and the bonus, if 
tli^re be any, is given to the former proprietor. The money lent 
in the course of the year amounts to about 20,000,000 francs, 
upon 1,200,00® articles of deposit. The capital of the Mont <lf> 
Piett i«j 16,250,000 francs. The # profits realised in this esta- 
blishment do not exceed 100,000 francs, upon funds of 
20,000,000, ftnd these profits arc dcp0silcd in the chests of tin* 
different fiospiccshv alms-hous^. . 

Hqj’UL des Monnaies (The Mitit.) — The front .ff this build- 
ing is ornamented with columns and allegorical figures ; it was 
constructed in 1771, upon the spot occupied formerly by the 
Hbtd dc Nesle . Tile Abbe Terra y, Minister of State, placed thp 
first stone in the name of the king. 

It is situated on the deft bank of the Seine, and is not less 

* i 

remarkable for the distribution of its interior arrangements, than 
for its external beauty. The present weifjbts and iftachines of 
this establishment^ were founded by Napolcml Burnt 
art constructed of twelve of the cannon taken at Awterlilz, the 
name of wMch place is engraven 491 them. 

The following cities hjve the privilege of coining money in 
France. 0?i one side of«t^ coin there iis the impression *4 a 
letter, ancl on the reverse ^1. emblem : — # 

Fans A. An anchor and a C interlaced. 

Rouen - • •# • B. .• • • A lamb hearing a cross. 

% Lyon • • • • I). • *Thc ark of Noah. 

1 ja ltocliclle • H.\ • -* • • • • • -4 • v A trident. 

Limoges - • • • I. Two hands joined. 

Bordeaux • • K. 1 • • A vine leaf. * 

Bayonne y ■ L. • A tulip. • . 

Toulouse -l • M. AT and 9 C interlaced. 

PerpignatiC*' Q. y • • • A hunch of grapes. 

Nantes - T. # A branch of olive. 

Strasbourg* BB. •••;•-, A braver. 

Marseille* •• M.i^. intertwined • A pahn-tre$. # 
t-ille W.. v ’ • *• - A caduceus. 

Bourse (The Exchange). —’The erec^on of this splendid 
edifice was commenced up 1808, flpilfi the designs of ilwngniart, 
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and was completed under the direction of Laborre. Its form is ' 
that of a parallelogram off 126 feet by 212. The pediment is 
supported by sixty-four Corinthian pillars. The interior is 
admirably laid out for the acconjmodation and speedy execution 
of business. The vast and superb enclosure, wlicrp the iher- 
uhants assemble, is ornamented with jpaintings irf' fresco, .which 
are the admiration of connoisseurs. 

AuiLioTiifeQUE Roy ale (Royal Library.)— The kings of the 
first and second race haft no libraries. Charlemagne endea- 
voured to collect a few books, and to revive tlife Augustan age : 
but in vain Hid Aluein and 'Eginliard exert themselves fj>r this 
purpose : after his death, the civil and foreign wars drove Cicero, 
Demosthenes, <Scc., to seek refuge in the solitude of the mo- 
nasteries. Saint Louis, indeed, collected a few books, which he 
bequeathed to different convents. John possessed six volumes 
on history and the sciences, and four erq religion. Charles V. 
greatly augmented this royal collection ; 'and, when lie died, lie 
ledjt 910 volumes, which were deposited in three storits in one of 
the'toWcV^oPthe Louvre, which was called Tour de la' Librairie. 
During the reign of Charles VI., these hooks &erc dispersed. 
The Duke of Bedford, during his stay at Paris, •bought the 
greater part of them for 1,200 livres, jpd sent them to London, 
as *.ell as all the charters of the kid^dcin. Although'Louis XII., 
Cl fades VflL, and Francis I., made great collections from 
Italy; and, moreover, he brought tkosc of Blois ar.d Fontaine- 
bleau to Paris, ami deposited them in one spot; yet there were 
but 200 printed volumes in the .reign of Ilenry IT. (lf>56); at ' 
which period^ by the counsels of tly; Awe at Rfrule Spifame , the 
King ordered that every bookseller in Paris, on publishing a 
book, should be required to present one copy of it, printed on 
\cllurn, to the library of the “King. Louis** XIII. enriched it 
with many Persian volumes,* and it wps thin transferred to the 
Rue de !a Haipe.^ At the death of ^ouis XIV. ii contained 
70,000 volumes ; and ,he was the first whp enrichei the royal 
library with engravings, prints, maps, and plans. 

In 1^21 the Tegcnt, the Duke of Qrlean^, by tic advice of 
the Abbe Bignon, placed it whore it now is^ between the Rue ft 
Vivienne and Richcliqu on one 'side, and the Rues Colbert and 
Petit Chr*.mps on the other.’ 
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French Libraries. — A calculation has recently been made 
of the number of libraries in the tfhole of the French depart- 
ments, tfith the exception of the department of the Seine. In 
thqpe eighty-five departments, ^t appears that there are alto 
gether 192 Jowns which possess public libraries ; the most impor- 
tant of. which ?re, those of Troyes, containing 50,000 volumes* 
Marseilles, 35,000; Aix, 75,000 ^ Caen, 40,000; Bcsan^on, 
56,000; Bordeaux, 115,000; Versailles, 45,000; Rouen, 28,000; 
Amiens, 48,000 volumes: 822 towns, *of from 3,000 to 18,000 
inhabitants each,* arc, it seems, entirely destitute of public 
librar^s; while the 192 towns whidh have establishments of this 
kind, can boast of the possession o£ between 2,000,000 and 
3,000,000 of volumes ; a number which, compared to the total 
population of the eighty-five departments^givc^ just one volume 
to fifteen persons. In the city of Baris there are five public 
• libraries, which con tayf altogether 1,378,000 volumes, or three, 
volumes to every two inhabitants. 

iMPRifyEftiE Rovale (Royal Printing Jfficc.) — This cst^ 
blishment ’is expressly devoted to. the publication" di 
» government aefs, and official documents of the administration. 

It also publishes those works whiofc arc gratuitously directed by 
a special committee. It js the only office a^hicli publications 
requiring the Oriental cliaiwi^lr can be JfHmed. • m 

The annual expenses of gibe Royal Pryitinj; Office arc calcK 
lated at 1,852,390, and th# receipts at 2,048,000 francs. This 
important and splendid establishment Is under the direction 
\f ibe Minister of Justice. • * # 

CoFFEE-HousEV-^There ^re* 3,000 coffee-bouAs in Paris, 
some of them fitted up with Oriental splendour. Early in tin 
seventeenth century, a Levantipe opened a shop under the Petit 
Chatclet , in which ^ie sold the Beverage df coffee, calling it 
cahove, ol uahout; Wit i^ was not until the your 1669 that coffee 
became arffvourite with person# in the higher, ranks of life: it 
was introduced by Sojiman Aga, at that period ambassador from • 
the Ottomdn^Porte to I^puis XIV. He lived in great magrofii- 
cence : .young an<^ hand|ome slaves attended "with tli^ finest 
qppkins, fringed wjjji gold, which they banded \3f the ladies, 
previous to th^ir presenting coffee, in the rjphest and most bdku 
tiful china cups : it tho| becanfe Mistinguc to offe» toffee to 
.morning visitors *, since wTiicb time, it has gradually extended to * 
• ■ g 5 
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sill rants of society,* and Las, in fact, become one of tlie neccs-! 
saries of life. ' ' 

Fountains. — Paris contains eighty-five fountains, «many of 
them exceedingly beautiful; of t these, the Fontaine den Innocens 
is 0112 of the most conspicuous. I n 1788, this fountain, whiufi was 
•it that time attached to the angle of the Rue '‘St. Denis, was 
remoicd It) the middle of the JMarche drs Innocens . This spot of 
ground was formerly a civwtiere belonging to the church ties 
Innocens; on one side <7f this church, within the nave, was a 
small gloomy apartment of a few feet square, ^ into which a few 
dim rays of light passed tlmftigh a small grating. The inhabi- 
tant of this dismal chamber was called la recluse : she was cither 
some poor deluded fanatic, who voluntarily submitted to be thus 
entombed, or stye was a criminal, whom the parliament had 
condemned to this living death, as an expiation of her crimes. 
The names of two voluntary victims lire alone upon record. 
The church and the cimetiire have disappeared, and a handsome 
4 aijd well slocked market occupies its site, which the Fontaine drs 
/awolVil? contributes not a little to adorn. The fourth side of 
this fountain, which it was necessary to add, in x788, iu order to 
give it uniformity, is admirably executed. Eight Naiads occupy 
the space between^he pillars of the lour arches; and the flowing 

^ it V „ r 

• iif 1 SihcliaMeddin, an Arabian author of the fifteenth century, gives the 
following account of die discovery of Lhe’jjroperties of this •beautiful plant. 

A devout Moulah, being exceedingly disturbed at the drowsiness which 
sometimes overcame him when exercising his prolonged devotions, 
learnt accidentally from a goatherd, that there was a plan;, upon which 
his goats son ctimes browsed, thaA made them particularly lively and 
fiisky, the seeds of which they were very fond of. The Moulah was 
impatient to see tlie plant; the goatherd pointed out a dwarf shrub, 
bearing bright dark glossy leaves#. clusters of jesspmine-like flowers, and 
yellow seed-berries. The Moulah made a decoction froii v '*the berries, 
which he drank, ami passed the night in a state of deliefous delirium 
which enchanted Vim. He imparted the secret to his denies; but it 
transpired in the coutae of time, and rich and poor, old) ami young, 
eagerly Fought the spirit-infusing beverage : shops were opened, apart- 
ments *ere preprfle t d, games of chance* and skill were introduced; and, 
finally, scandal, and at last politics, jyere* discussed under the influence of 
coffoc. Edicts wdfe now passed, forbidding coffee to be sold ; the shop. 1 , 
were shut, the vendors punisl^d ; but the inspiring effects of coffee were 
stronger than the edicts of government, — ft *y indeed .-.erven to heighten 
its flavour, because forbidden fruit is sweetest ! 
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I waters of this fountain, whether illumined by summer sun, or 
when frozen by the*winter frost, preSbnt a very pleasing object. 

The Chateau d’Eau, which ornaments the Bonlevart dc 
hqfifli, is likewise a very handsome fountain ; it was completed 
in m ihSt^consists of three basins, placed one above the other ifi 
a pyramidal ffirm, from which the waters rise and fall into ;* 
large basin ; round the broad edge of this basin repose eight 
lions, the water issuing from their mouths, and falling into a 
circular basin at the bottom. This lountain is in imitation of 
the fountain of tions in the .Alhambra, so celebrated for the 
murder of the Abenccrragcs. * * 

The Fountain of Leda, in the street *du Regard , fauxbourg 
St. Germain , and that of Guillem, which is placed between the 
streets Port Mahm and dc la Michodicre^Ye elegant structures* 

' The sewers of Paris carry daily to the Seine about 180 cubic 
metres of water, proceeding from rain and the fountains. , 

Roads.— Paris is th8 central point from whence all the royal 
roads divpr£e, and it is from the square oppose Noire Dame thjit^ 
all the distances froijp the capital are measured. Thirteen rtfjral and 
seventy-seven departmental roads traverse this small department. 

Public CfA k ki ag es. — It was inUhe time of Charles IX. that 
public carriages were estgblished in Paris. yPhc coach-masters 
obtained licences from tlie*k$0g, that tHCyMnighf be protdtfbd 
from the messagers of tlic#University ai^d tl^e maitres dc post? 
(postmasters)* In 1575 Hcftry III. revoked all the commissions 
granted for •the hire or letting- -of carriages, and appointed Cor* 
% diflaCj the Seneschal of Querey , t# na*me sugh persons as he deemed 
lit as coach-master^, at Paris , Oflemns, Troyes , Rouen , £id BeaHvais . 
In 1594, Henry IV. created the ojice of Commissionaire General 
and Surintendent of the public. carriages. In 1676 Louis XIV. 
ordered th^t all the 8oach proprietors of the different coach offices 
should b6 indemnified U> the full alnount, afUl then dismissed, 
and those* 6ven belonging to th* University, placing the public 
carriages u^Ser the management #f the Eatmer General of the 
Posts of Ffance . From, this period the’ coach-offices have bt*n 
decorated and designated jvith the title of Mesmferies Roffhlcs. 

•In 1678, an ordingfice determined the functions of the Messa- 
gers, maitres df> coches et corr asses', voi tuners) rouleurs (wagoners), 
and others f it exempted jtie fermieS and clerks froth •having 
soldiers billeted ‘upon them, from the collection of the royal trea- 
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sure, <Scc. &c. In 1681, a new ordinance permitted them to 
wear a sword and other urms ; dispensed them from the tax 
called CorvtVy and from serving in the militia, and forbad the 
collectors of taxes from entering their names on the list of taxes. 

’ In 1775, Louis XVI., upon the report of liis minister/ -7 <5 rgot, 
Separated the mrssageries and diligences from tire Funnier Generale 
dex Fostes. Turgot , in 1775 r organised a complete ‘ system for 
the government of public carriages, to which he united the go- 
vernment of “ passage boats, and all the public conyevances upon 
the rivers of the kingdom, and .canals.” The government de- 
rived from this system a revenue of 900,000 livres per annum. 
In 1789, this revenue amounted to 1,100,000 livres, at which pe- 
riod the carriages proceeded at the rate of fifteen leagues in 
rwenty-four houiyr, thr price of places was one franc the league, 
and the number of seats was eight. But the revolution ovei- 
» threw all this establishment ; since which the mode of travelling, 
and the accommodation, have greatly .improved, although, when 
pared* to that iq England, it is still in its infant*. The fol- 
low injf table will give some, idea of the progressive increase of 
the priye, .of the accommodation, of the speed, Gf the carriages, . 
and of the number of carriages employed. 
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These carriages piy ta^s fo the amount of 12,000,000 livres, 
out of which sum Paris pays onc-thircty * 

Besides these carriages there are, in, Paris; 240 omnibuses .4 
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• under this name are included all those carriages employed 
to transport the inhabitants of thd capital from one part of 
'the city Jo another, for 30 centimes each individual. Every ten 
mmutes some one of these omnibuses commences its beaten 
tracWlftagc contain fifteen places, all except those called^ tilt- 
tricycles , whieff accommodate seventeen passengers. The amount 
of the receipts of* these omnibuses is calculated at 10,800 francs. 
The number of horses employed is 7fi0 : the nulnber of persons 
who arc dependent upon these carriages is about 700. At a cer- 
tain hour of the day a journal (newspaper) is distributed gratis 
in evgry one of these conveyances.* There are, at* present, two 
messagcrics at Paris, denominated voyages, although they arc con- 
nected only by name with the king or the government. The one 
is situated in the Rue neuve des Victoires,§ md, jrom this street, it 
is called Messayeric. (le la Rue des Vicloires; the other is in the 
Rue V Honors, and bejfcngs to Laffitte , Caillard , and Co.: the* 
former is considered tli& safest, because the g6vernnient employs 
the conveyances of that office to transport moyey from one part nf_ 
France * to' the otliey. They have a .connection and correspond- 
ence with every part of Europe. Several attempts have; been 
made to establish other offices, bufathey have all failed. 

In the Rue des Martyrs th|re is an imme ise establishment of 
a very extraordinary nature, &t is called ^rtablissPment d'Offftii- 
bus restaurans Cafe. It btia attached tq it g. number of omm* 
busses, filled^vith every kinfrof provision, dressed and undressed; 
these parade the streets from .hour to hour, for the purpose of 
satisfying tl!e # appetites of those whose ^vocations impede their 
bestowing much time or though on the affair of elting. •This 
is indeed charity, to excite the wpt and gratify it at the same 
time. This reminds one of that curious country where the pigs run 
about with knives sftick in them, crying out* “ Come, eat me.” 

General Post CUtic*’, in the Rue Jean *htcques Rousseau . — 
Louis XI? was the first \%ho established posts jp France, in the 
year 1464. Jhe cdiqt that he published commanded the masters 
of the coumgrs not Jto lgt out on hire any horse without the king’s 
permission, on pain of deftth/ In 1719 the roydhue of tlfe posts 

* It is not a little curious, that the celebrate^ PaJtal, the author of 
Lettres Provinc&ks , conceived the ideaoffnstituting this chegp ^nd con- 
venient mode of cpnveying aim accommodating the industrious and poorer 
•part of the community, bi*t he could not carry his plan into effect. 
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and coach offices amounted to 3,472,000 francs ; M. Necker , 
reckoned it, in 1784, at 10,300,000 francs f three years, after it 
amounted to twelve millions. 

In is 13 the receipts of the po$ts increased to 10,304,724 fr. , ■ 

* Iip 1820 23,15j**»o’T ' 

* In 1825 ■; 2f, 272, 247 

In 1820 ‘ •31,000,000 

In 1833 (in the first six months) 17,428,000 

Before the year 1819 file mail post was a cumbrous cart, with 

three horses, but since that period a light damage has been 
adopted, with four horses. These are divided into three piarts ; 
one for travellers, one for # the courrier, and the third for the let- 
ters, newspapers, and despatches. Since the 1st of January, 
1828, before wliiyli time the post was very uncertain, letters are 
delivered daily in all parts of the country. 

f Park is the centre of the departures ofylie post. The thirteen 
great roads «f Besan^an , Bordeaux , JJr&t, Caen , Calais , GYer- 

M/m /j Lille, m Lyon}, Mezicres , Nantes , Rouen, Strt&bourg, and 

Toulouse , "are called roads or. posts of the firsj section.’ • 

Thery are nine posts of the second section, Vhich fall iflto 
those of the first class, just Scribed, viz. Bordeaux «tb Bayonne , 
Chalons to Naney^sBordeaux to Toulojise , Toulouse to Avignon, 
Troyes to Mhlhausm^Moulins t\ Lyon , Lyon to* Strasbourg , 
Lyon to Marseille,^ Toulouse to Bay ns ne. 

The ‘petite paste to Paris was established in 1760f upon a plan 
proposed by Chamousseft, Counsellor of Parliament* Postmen, 
on foot or on horseback, deliver the letters. It is calculated that * 
58,060 letters are delivered ct ery day in Paris by the 'petite 
paste. , 

60,000 letters, 58,000 journals (newspapers), and 2,000 des- 
patches, leave ‘Paris* every day Vor the departments. 

Twenty post-offifes round Paris and the tdtans of Versailles and 
Saint Germain cpmmunicate these tilths a-duy with the capital; 

' besides which, a doftble daily<.post, betweep Paris and all places 
within the radii of a circle twelve leagues round, hak been also 
eptabliSned. There is also a dead letter office, in wliiclj are de- 
posited all letter unclaimed or lent back. t 

^wo boats leave Tfcnilon weekly, with letters for Corsica; the 
one to Ajdccio , the other to Bastia. S 
By a convention between the two governments of Fiance and, 
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• England, in July, 1833, it was agreed that letters should be 
despatched daily from Paris to England, Scotland, and Ireland, 
go that they should reach I/ondou in thirty-six hours; and that 
^ers fr om England should ariive in Erancc every day, except 
Tuesday^lbe English post-office being always closed pn SuiTday. 

France lias also conventions of the same nature with most of 
the continental jidwers of Europe, except Spain, which has con- 
stantly refused to accede to any proposal of the find. 

Two packttf-bojffc are appointed to communicate with Mexico, 
(La Vera Cruz>) Rio Janeiro, «aud Buenos Ayrea. # Each letter 
pays J fr. 50 cent. The cxpence of # every letter in France 
depends upon the weight. • 

A much quicker way of receiving intelligence has, however, 
been adopted, by means of telegraphs, which ar# by some personh 
shid to be a modern invention, while others again affirm they 
were known to the anc^Cnts. Be that as it may, the adoption of* 
this extraordinary mode »f communication is of inconceivable 
utility, ai|d,°as proof of this, the mention of View of these dujn 1 
speaking pieces of yeclianism, will bp Sufficient. 

Frbm Calais to* Paris, a distance of sixty -eight leagues* intelli- 
gence calf be received, by iJban^of twenty r seven telegraphs, 
in three minutes. » I 

From Lille to Paris, a distance of fifty-hve leagues, # by twcnj.v- 
two telegraphs, in two ir&nutes. • 9 

From Lyon 1 8 Pans, a disUfhce of 111 leagues, intelligence can 
be received, by eighty telegraphs, in eight minutes. 

From Strasbourg to Paris, a distance of 1 lb leagues, by forty-five 
telegraphs, in six minutes and ft half. ® 

Bridges.— There are twenty brylges in Parjp, the principal of 
which arc as follow : 


Le Pont Louis £VI., or De la Concorde , whiclf leads to the 
Chamber of Deputies, was built by*Peyronn?t, and finished in 
1790. It Is ornamented with t\wclve statues, placed on elevated 
pedestals. TUpy reprefent Cond£, l*urenne, # I?ayard, Dugueselip, 
Sugcr, Rictfli^u, SuJJy, puquay Trouin, Jean Bart, Duauesne, 
Suffrcrr, and Tourvfle. § / • • 

Le Pont de J£n^ situated ft front of tlie Champ de Maps, 
was begun in J809, and flushed jn ^813J It is built of free 
stone, and lias five arches, which the mean diameter is ftventy- 
Qjght metres. Louis £VIII. endeavoured to change the name 
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to that of the Pont des Invalid es, but the Parisians have retained 
its original name. 0 • 

Le Pont des Arts, built after the plan of M. Dillon, was 
finished in 1804. The piles an* 1 the arches next to the land ^.c 
of stone, and the centre ones of cast iron— nine in niwffBer.- Its 
length is 510 feet, and its breadth 30 feet; the foot-path is of 
wood. This bridge is only fw foot passengers.* # 

Le Pont d’^lustkrli^z lias five arches, of iron, supported by 
piles, and the arches next to the land are yf free-stone. Its 
length is 40J feet, and its width 37 feet. It was begun in 1801, 
and finished in 1806, after the plan of M. Bewfuey Beavprf. 

Besides these iron bridges, Paris has two suspension bridges, 
one called Invalidcs , that joins the Quay d ’ Or say to the Champs 
Ely sees. The pavement is supported by chains of iron. It has 
three arches. The other, Le Pont d'Arcole , Place de l' Hotel 
de Ville , has only two arches, and one pillar placed in the middle 
of the rivpr.‘ This bridge, being supported by iron chains, has 
l ight a ppearance.. - ,# , 

* The Pont Ni:uf. — Tto .first stone of this bridge Was laid 
3 1 st May> 1578, by Henry III. The architect was the celc- 1 
brated Andre du Cerceau , wlflfte i>lent and genius jfrbcured him 
tlip distinction of being- appointed the king’s architect. But the 
Roubles of -the times interrupted the ft roseeution of the work, and 
it was not until 1602 that it waft resumed, under Charles 
Marehand. On the 20th June, of tfte following yelir, Henry IV. 
passed over it, although he was strongly urged O avoid the 
danger of such an attempt; ahd to strengthen the arguments 
against the Undertaking, the khig was informed that many per- 
sons had broken their necks, and fallen into the river. To which he 
briefly replied, that “ There was not one king among the number.” 
In 1604 it wis traversable, but it was not completed until 1607. 
In 1775 this briifge was repaired, aitd within the abutments 
small stone houses were constructed, and this was a* great im- 
provement. The font Neuf was formerly the resort of quacks, 
conjurers, and their usual attendants, pi/ikpockets. 

, The history of the statue of Henry IV., which adorns it, is this: 
Ferdinand, Gapnd Duke of Ttiscany, ga* c orders to Jean de 
Bemlimgne^ pupil of Michael Angelo, Ho cast a statue, in bronze, 
of a colossal horse, upon w\hicli the figure of the duke was to be 
placed ; hut Ferdinand dying, the horse remained without a 
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Jider, and was offered l)y Cosmo IT., his successor, to Marie de 
Medici, Regen te of France. A vessel was despatched to Italy 
fetch it ? and after a safe journey to the coasts of Normandie , it 
evSmia au porte, and the horse jcmaincd a whole year at the 
hottoJiTTflHtC sea, from which it was finally raised at a great -cx- ' 
pcnsc. .At the^beginning of May, 1914, it was transported to 
Paris. On the 2d *of June, Louis gill, laid the first stone of 
the pedestal, in the middle of the Pont Neitf I< remained for 
sonic time wittynita statue, hut at length the figure of Henry IV., 
in a complete suit f of French uvnour, surmounted, the colossal 
horse, ^uring the various opinions hnd feelings, whf&h hy turns 
agitated the Parisians, the head of the^stdtuc of Henry was at 
one period ornamented with flowers, at another with a tri- 
coloured cockade, and finally, in 1792, filasMhc statue was. 
melted down, and transformed into cannon. The present statue 
.was erected with great pomp in 1818. The transportation of this 
enormous mass was accompanied by many disastrous circum- 
stances. Th£ horses and oxen notHwvuig ably to drag* the un- 
wieldy figure along, ^tumultuous croyvdjbf human beings united 
•their strength, ahd dragged it along, but many persons were 
grievously wtomded, and somcl kilted, in the tumult. This 
bridge unites the principal yanefof the Seine with the two oppo- 
site hanks of tfic river. 

Basin de* la Villettk is»a vast reservoir, 800 metres long, 
and 80 broad. • On the north It receives the waters of the canal 
d'Ourcq. It%surfacc is covered .with large boats and small light 
llarks, gaily ornamented. It was co'mmenped in 1800, and it 
was completed in 1809* There nr* two outlets for thA waters* on 
the side of the city ; the one scrvgs to supply # thc canal Saint 
Martin ; the other, called the Aqueduc de Ceinture , feeds a great 
number of fountains iff the north of *Paris. * • 

Canal Saint Martin extends fronf the BasiK de la Villette to 
the Gave de I* Arsenal. 

Quays. — The Seine, f as it crosses Ahe capital, is hounded bjg 
one uninterrupted line quays, with tlie exception of a shorf 
distance by the jardiu du gpt,/and the Italic atk mn (the ^ine g 
market). These quays ^re subdivided, and go by ^ty-four dif- 
ferent names. Ij; frequentlylhappehs that thi Seine, in a rainy 
season, overflows its banks* and from* the bridge of to 
tl*f ars ^nal, where* tlie water rises fifteen feet above zero on the 
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Pont de la Tmimelle , tlie cellars and warehouses, and the lower 
stories, are filled with water, so that the inhabitants are obliged 
to occupy the upper part of their houses ; and when the water?*' 
subside, they find all their furipturc spoiled. Nay, it lias ln/p- 
^pcisvd, that, from the beginning of spring until tlij^KTflW'ie of 
. summer, the wine cellars have been in this statef 

Gates. — Paris possesses .sixteen gates, which liavc derived 
their names from the goods which pay duty to the government on 
entering the city ; hence porte an bit, Sec, 

Entrepots. — The Entrepot, for wines ahd lirandy was es- 
tablished, by an imperial decree, in 1808, on the quay St. Her- 
nard. This establishment is divided into five great masses; the 
two central ones are appropriated to wines; the three others are 
-divided into cellars. Besides these buildings, there arc two for 
accommodation of the clerks and government ollieers. 

In 1833, the first stone was laid of building, which is to be 
denominated. Entrepot aax denrccs Cpfanialrs. 

Halle au Bliis (Corn, Market).— This is a circular edifice, 
entirety isolated’, and surrounded by houses and streets. The 
rotuyda .is pierced by twenty-five arcades, six* feet and a dial f, 
wide. There was no woo(l»uscv in this buildings ‘hut in 1782 
it was covered in with a liemispl eric # cupola of wood, which was 
TJhrnt in P302. It Eftiow roofed in* with cast-iron 'and copper. 

Greniers de % Reserve (Store Granaries).— This is an im- 
mense edifice, 1,077 feet long, situated upon thc*ancient site of 
the Arsenal, on the Boulevard Bourbon. Five square pavilions, 
connected by four bujjdings' compose these store granaries, which 
arc k capablt of containing 25, COO sacks of Hour, belonging to the 
bakers of Paris, ^besides which they are obliged to keep at home, 
or at the depot Ste. Elizabeth, 78,000 more. 

Markets^— There are tlnrty-six markers in Paris, the prin- 
cipal of which that of Saint Germgin.* Its form is that of a 
regular parallelogram, ninety V.wo tqjses in length, wild seventy- 
five in breadth. The front* of the two juincipiri sides is orna- 
ihented with twenty-two arcades; the two smaller sides with 
sevelfteen. 'fhore are live entrances on ^ach side, which arc 
closed withi^ # iron railings. tThe interior presents five aisles, 
wliich surround a spacious court, jn the centre of which is a 
fountftirf, ornamented wfth lias -relict, representing, the sciences, 
arts, and agriculture. A meat market, erected upon spacious 
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vaults, destined for. the preservation of animal and vegetable sub- 
Astanccs, and constructed upon the same model as the rest of the 
fiwxkct, only with, closed stone arcades, is an adjunct to the 
m \k.ct of Saint Germain , from* which it is separated by the 
street LuJnhmu.^ 

Passages or AucADEs.-i-Thirty years ago, Paris contained 
only dirty, dark, narrow passages ,• deprived of light and air. 
The Passage des Panoramas then appeared like a meteor, with 
its glass roof aiyl elegant shops; blit even this renowned arcade 
was narrow and inconvenient, afld, compared with the beautiful 
gallcrioiof Vivienne, Colbert, Vero Dodat, thj Opera , Ckoiseul, &c., 
it was but a paltry affair. Others, less brilliant, but equally use- 
ful, have been constructed in the quart irrs Saint Denis, Saint 
Martin ; in the faubourgs du Temple , and Saint Germain ; so 
that, in rainy weather, one part of Paris may he traversed under 
•cover. / 

Abattoirs (Slaughter-houses^ — The institution* of these 
Abattoirs lms*bcen highly conducivc“T^«\he hearth and comfort of 
the Parisians. Fornacrlv, each butclusfs shop had its private 
•slaughter-house, and as there wa i frequently no covered strain at 
hand, by which all the eonseq Jenf 'Siuisance could he carried 
away, the streets sometimes* prefin ted a most disgusting appear- 
ance. Ting evil was done a\lay with, by aTIecree ot JJapoleuq, 
who ordered that live abattftirs should be .established near the 
barricres, wher? all the animals are now killed. 

% Eg outs (Gtunmon Sewers). — The jnincipal Egouts of the in- 
terior of Paris tf-re now vaulted (Tver with *l stone masonry, al- 
though, in some of the obscure pafts, where, in fact,®it is most 
important, from the density of their population, tie middle of the 
street receives all waste water and drainage from the houses. 

Bains publics. — llio frequent use of the "bath ^n France is 
derived from the Romans.* So late as the fifteenth century, it 
was customary to ofler a bath to*i guest before dinner; and on 
these occasions, the mispress of the bbuse.wcfufd share her’s witl^ 
any lady she*nqpant tp honour. From 1760 to 1765 many pri? 
vate baths.were erects! upc# the river. At present every qmtin\ 
of Paris has its baths# The principal of these aiMthe Chinese 
and Turkish hat^s ; the hatjs of Tivol^ amPof the pompe dfeu 
de C hail lot ; and, last of alb and by far the most magnificent, 
Jjs A eotliermes, winch contains the most luxuriant accommoda- 
tion tor every* kind, of oriental bath, . t 
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Near the Pont an Cham/r there is an establishment of hot and 
cold baths, especially consecrated to the religious ablutions ol^ 
the Jews. 

There are also many schools* for swimming ; amon g j jwfj is 
one'Tor ladies, near the Pont Royal. 

* Theatres. — The principal theatres of Paris, are the Theatre 
Francois ; the saloon is a pa'ft of the Palais Rn/al , it is capable 
of containing 1 ,522 persons ; the Academic Rot/a/e de Jlfttsi/jue; 
the 1' he at re de V Opera Cnmiqtte; the Odeov%; the Theatre du 
Vaudeville , Sic. Sic. The disposition of the Parisians is perhaps 
no where more displayed with less restraint than at Lie first 
representation of a dramr.tie piece. The pit is then occupied by 
two parties, drawn up in declared hostility ; they scream, clap, 
hiss, and sometimes fight, not for the honour of the piece, or 
agreeably to its merits, but either according to personal attach- 
ment or dislike, or in some instances a .'cording to the pay they 
receive for ‘their applause or expressions of displeasure. No one, 
that wishes- to hpa a ncy^play, will go on the night -of its first 
representation. , 

The proportion of the profits of the theatres, as relates to 
managers and authors, is tflfts s tiled. At the Theatre Francois , 
the author receives one- twelfth r e the profits, if Ins piece be in 
^ fi'e acts, ‘Mid onc-cighteenth if the** piece be in three; and the 
other theatres are all Minder equal; tut proportional regulations: 
it is, however, sometimes arranged between tbc authors and 
managers differently, and a popular author will receive a much 
handsomer reward for his laboArs than this stated* sum; but he 
must receive this proportion, Und lie can prevent the piece being 
played at any either theatr' without bis permission; and, of 
course, he reaps advantage from this. With the subject of 
theatres in France, the progress of music is connected. The 
organ was the first musical instrument which developed the 
powers of harmony, by which is understood the accordance of 
different sounds af the s&mc time. The first organ which 
appeared in France was that sent to Pepin;, the father of Cliarle- 
rinagne, in 757, *by Constantine VI.fEinpfror of the West. In 
tjie sixteenth-century, Francoft, a Flemish musician, conceived 
the design of dividfiig music into tiftes, of which he invented the 
symbols; this produced a great reform in music "and singing, 
which, until the end of the seventeenth century, w'as confined to 
that of the clivrch, except lays, carols, roundelays, \Sec., which 
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\vcre sung by one or two people, and may be called traditionary ; 

. ayd, at this period,* the lute, viol, viMin, and harpsichord, were 
invented.* In 1581, a kind of musical drama was performed in 
l\nour or the nuptials of the Dyke dr Joyeusc with Mademoiselle 
deVarititfqont ; but, though it drew forth much admiration', 
no dramatic performance of the same description was re-* 
pealed during the next hundred years, although the Italian 
Opera had been 'established for some time in Paris. In 1671, a 
new French opera, entitled Pomone , waS played; and the follow- 
ing year Lu/fl composed several* which were received with great 
applause. Lalande ] in the mcanwlfile, was proportioning church 
music. Under the reign of Louis XIV., music made great 
progress in France, but was far short of that made at the same 
period in Italy, under the genius of Carfcsimi^ Stradclla, Scar- 
latti, and Corelli, and a host of musicians of distinguished 
. talent. « 

After the death of Lvd/i^ music again sunk into insignificance 
in the Frenoh capital ; melody <fisi.;'p/jared under the ornaments 
of bad taste; in fact, it was detestable; In 1733, Ihjppolite et 
t Aricie appeared, tfie work of Rameau, and he redeemed the 
musical cluuuetcr of his countrl. 

Hi/ppolite was followed by Vurdanus , Zoroastre , and Castor 
et Pollux. 'At this period, msputes in ilTS world of harmony 
ran high:* the Italian mugiqians were sent home: they were 
recalled, and*. these dispute* tended greatly to accelerate the 
progress of jjiusical science : the merit of Pergolhe was at length 
'acknowledged, and the Opera Qmlifjue was established ; trans- 
lation* from the Italian were fijrst played, and tie Seriante 
Maitresse was received with unbounded and permanent ap- 
plause. Pergolese was followed by Dwni, Phitlidor , Monseigny , 
and G retry , whose success is wefl known. • While the Opera 
Comique thus advaiAcd # in fame, Le Grand* Opera remained 
stationary,* until Marie Antoinette summoned Gluch from 
Vienna. In 1774, his Iphigtnie ey, Aulidf was acted, and his 
reputation established 1 , although he hid subsequently a for- 
midable rival Tu Picjini* The arrival of Vio^ti *in Frafi*e, in 
1770, contributed greyly to the jyrfection of violinnlaying ; and 
since this period, France h« bceii'graduall^establishing her n?u- 
sical renutat^n ; and the woivs of Adbef, Halevi, Adam , Fr*is, and 
Harold , at the* Ojdra Comique, are deservedly celebrated. 
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Rosini, Meyerbeer, and Aubcr, keep possession of the Grand 
Ojtera. Le Sieye dr, Corvhthc , Afoisr, and* Guillaume Tell , ajre 
union# the master-pieces of the former. Rohert-le-D'mhle is the 
only opera that Meyerbeer ha§ composed for the Grand Ope a , 
and the Mucttc de Portici is the master-piece of Aubmrt ^ 

BaruiEres. — T he barrifcrcs arc most of them elegantly con- 
structed j they are thus called:— the Manure St. Martin , which 
is of the Tuscan order. 

The llarritre Mont Q Pariume , deriving its name from the cir- 
cumstance, that the scholars of the different colleges used to 
assemble there for their aimfsement. 

The llarritre Montfetard , called likewise, at different times, 
de Mont Cetard , de Vllalie , and de Fontainbleau. 

Tile Harm re de Neuilly , sometimes llarritre de.VEtoile , from 
its being the centre of lour great routes. 

The Barriere de Reuilly occupies the site of a chateau called 
Romiliornm , which belonged to the kings of the first race. 

The llarritre (h Vincerr * s, J ' or du Trane, , a name if denies 
from a magnificent tliivne which was erected on this, spot for 
Louis XIV. and his queen M'rie Therm of* Austria. Two 
super!) columns of the doric/rde ^ seventy-five feet high, decorate 
this harri^re. 

' Walks. — The Parisians have many beautiful walks within 
‘the walls of the ^capital. Besides <lie gardens of the several 
palaces already mentioned, the Champ de Mare, the Champs 
Elyses, of which Longchumps forms a part; and among the 
boulevarts, that of l<\ Temple, present gay and beautiful pro- 
menades toT the congregating people of the French capital .' 1 

The Origin 01- Boulevarts.— There arc three lines of 
houlevarts in Paris: the boulevart which encircles the city; the 
Boulevart dwEord, which extends from the Seine, near the 
granaries of reserve, unto the entrance; of \he Rue Royaie ; the 
Boulevart Neuf^ which commences at tjie Jardindv Rai, formerly 
Jardin des Planted, And terminates at the Hotel des Invalides. 
r jW houlevarts arc composed of a principal road tfhd two side 
alley V on eadii .side of which there arcsine rows of trees; 
Seyond these^are fine housec. Xhe boulevart : — The w^rd 
boulevarts arises fron boule-vM, befiuse formerly the Parisians 
used Uj Assemble here to^etlfer in oraer to play at hurls. Neuf 
is bordered with hotels, theatres, shops, and gardens. Nothing 
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Ajiin be more animated than the scpie which this boulevart 
^ptescnts,’ where every rank of society lias its favourite resort. 
iMiat part* which is called Jioulevart du Temple , is principally 
visiied by the middling and lumpier ranks, while the Boulevard 
Italwn is the fajourite promenade of those in the higher grades 
of society. . • 

The plantations, which are now making upon the right banks 
*of the Seine, extend from the Pont (VAu^crlitz to the Place de la 
Concorde; tlie>wiil meet at these points the extremity of the 
Boulerarts, and form in the iitiddje of Paris a * green shady 
c ire ill a# walk. Between the trees, at certain distances, seats 
will be placed for the accommodation of the walkers ; and foun- 
tains, and lamps illumined by gas, will ornament this walk, 
which will, indeed, be unique. The lei? bant of the Seine,* 
being less exposed to the sun, and refreshed by the north winds, 
‘will not bo planted witlutrees. 

PRISONS. — Depot di* la Prefecture de Police. — This 
receptacle <>/* every person arrested by the polite .is established at 
the Prefecture itself.# Those persons* who can pay for the accom- 
modation may have apartment j to themselves. Prisoners of 
both sexes are sent to this prison Sif being committed for trial ; 
when the sessions commence, tfiey are sent Jg the (Jonciergerje : 
the chapel contains a fine pict urc of the descent from 4he cross . 

Grande Force, in the flue Roi de *S’ic?7c.«-Tliis prison be- 
longed formerly to the Kings of Sicily, afterwards to the Duke 
of la Force, • In 1780 it was ‘converted into a prison. It is 
divide^ into eight coiyts, which* have no* commix niaiti on ^ith • 
each other. m 

Petite Force. — This prison adjoins la Grunde Force; it is 
devoted to (lie confinement of females of ill fyme : they are em- 
ployed in spinning cotton and wool, &c. # 

Con cikjig erie. — r riie prisoners remain here during their 
trial ; after* which, those GondeAned to death are sent to the 
Bic&tre, an<| those who are acquitted dismissed. The unfortu* 
nate Marie Antoinette, and Madame Elizabeth, a^d man pother 
victims of die Frendli revolution, were confined in this prison.* 
The dungeon in wliiclf Male Antoinette was conMfcd has been 
converted into imie Chapelle \ixpiatoires % # # 

Sainte Pf.lagje is behind the Jardin du Roi , in the Rue de la 
Oerf* In this prison ara confined all persons accused of libels, 
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and other political crimes, for which the punishment of one 
year’s confinement is decreed. The government provides the 
poorer sort with bedding. 

f L’ Abb aye, in the Hue Samte Marguerite, was former 1 / a 
mdhastcry of monks, and was then called f ’ Abhaye. tie. Si. Ger ~ 
* main ties Pres . It is ‘appropriated fo the reception of -military 
men only. 

Montaigu.- — M ilitary prison in the Hue des Sept Votes . 
Deserters, and those condemned for serious^ crimes, as well as 
those who aie accused of serious crimes, arc confined in this 
prison. A Lancastrian school is established within the v alls. 

BicLtre.— This prison was originally built as a palace for the 
Bishop of Winchester, when the English were masters of Paris. 
It is partly an l *ospi6e, or poor-house for men. Another portion 
of the building is assigned to those condemned to death, or to 
» the galleys, to which they are despatched as soon as may be 
after th^ir* condemnation. A. third: portion is appropriated to 
lunatics; and, gtHmg these, two men of sound intellect have 
been compelled for a certain period to pass a wretched life. 
The- Abbe Fournier was sent * > the Hi vet re as a madman', for 
preaching against the govefifme'it in the time of Napoleon; and 
M. Pisa was sent there by the Kmrb ni government, in 1828, for 
, writing afi elegy upon the deceased Emperor Napoleon. They 
are, however, beth now at liberty?' The former is Bishop of 
Montpelier , and the other has returned to Naples, his native 
country. * * a 

A new prison for debtors hatf been erected in tbc’jRuc Click]/ : 
it is called*, Prison pour DettM. 

Made lon ETT r:s. — Hue de* Fontaines du Temple was formerly 
a convent for the fdles- de- 1 a -31a deleine : it is appropriated as a 
place of confinement for female debtors, or light crimes: there is 
one part of the tiuilding set apart for refractory children, girls 


whose parents cadopt the plan" of a r confinement in* tlic Made- 
kmetfes as a punislfmqnt fdr past errors, and warnings against 
future acts ofjlisobedicnce. * , f 

« Saint LazakA, Fauxboury St. Dei is. — This prison was, until 


t\\p sixteenth *umtuiw, an hospital fof leper>. This plague having 
disappeared, it wasprest^itejjl to Sniffy- Vincenl-da-Paul. It is ai 
this time appropriated to women, condemned either to perpetual 


imprisonment, or to imprisonment for a certain number of yearr; 
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| -they are employed .in all kinds of wnrjj suitable to their sex; and 
Ythcy are- particularly skilful with the needle, and in works of 
Yancy. T^hey are compelled to put by a certain portion of the 
prowls of their labour, which are testored to them when they quit* 
the prison. 

Maison de Refuge, Rue des Gris . — This prison is devoted 
wholly (to unfortunate children, coftdemncd to punishment for 
'those crimes for which their youth alofle prevents their being 
condemned lo-4ca|b. It is fitted up with workshops, and every 
possible means are 4aken to rcStorg them to society as worthy 
members of the community. • 

M a isons de Sant#: (Houses of Health). — These consist of 
hoarding-houses, hospitals, and state prisons, to which state- 
prisoners are sometimes sent; and deb tor? ina^ occasionally be* 
removed to these houses as a great favour. The masters of these 
•establishments are responsible for the prisoners. The monthly 
charges for each person, frofd 200 to .‘300 francs, including board, 
lodging, ancf attendance. •* • 

SociP.t'k Royjle»des Paisoiy (Royal Society for the aine- 
• lioration of Prisons).— This society was established in the time ol 
Louis XVllf., at the suggestion of the Duke Decazes. The 
Duke d’Angoylfeme was appointed its president, assjpted by nym 
of the first. rank and talent of the country, but they liftve unlm- 
tunately effected but little good. Indeed, •witlp the exception oi' 
the prison of Saint Lazare, for females, and that of the Con- 
niergerie, th 8 other places of confinement, even in the metro- 
polis, jpre little.better than old dismal buildings, wr^chedl^ ill - 
adapted to promote the comfort, or* even provide for the health of 
the prisoners. They are in all resptets places o# punishment. 

The Bastille.— This was the # most celebrated prison in 
France; and, from itf historical associations,^ never can be 
forgotten. ’The first stone* was laid by Charles V. ; it consisted, 
at that time, of two towefs onfy, which fltyikfti the gate of 
SaiiU-Antoir^c t some y%ars afterward \wo uew towers were added f 
and, in process^of time, it assumed the form of a parallelqgjam, 
consisting* of four fcwers#on each side, unifed together by* 
embattled walls of greft strlngthf. The interior dflbe building 
was divided into two courts, (he one *10> feet long by sevqpyr-two 
wide, the othfir w$ts seventy-two feet by forty-two. It was in the 
towers the prisoners were confined. The jv&lls were twelve feet 
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thick at the bottom, and sift feet at the top. .Double doors of oak,' 
three inches thick, defended the entrances to them. A’winding^ 
stair led to the different apartments of the towers, and to the 
Hungcons below. These dungeons were enlightened by narrow 
grated windows, which were opposite the ditch^.. There were 
four stories in each tower, and each story was a prison. In every 
room there was a fire-place, and a double-barred window 1 , which 
scarcely admitted the light; but the dungeons, which, from their 
situation, more required fire-places, had them 1 'not.” 

The government of this formidable placerwas entrusted to an 
officer called Lieutena\it-du-Roi f who had under his coinrhand a 
company of foot soldiers. 1 There was also, one major, two adju- 
tants, a physician, a surgeon, an almoner, and four jailors. For 
the support of these prisoners, the king granted a daily allow- 


ance according to the rank of the prisoper. 

1 For a Prince of the blood / 50 livres. 

A Marcchal of France • • • * * t 36 — 

A Licutehant-Gbneral 24 — 

A person of quality, or member of Parliament • • 15 — . 

A judge or a priest ;.10 — 

A citizen 15 — 


tThis was « an ar'ple allowance, t provided the ‘prisoners rc- 
• odved it. * # 

The Exempt he Fblice , who wt^s commissioned to execute a 
lettre-dc-cachet , generally made his visit at break of day, com- 
manding the door to be opened au nom du Roi , and to prevent 
1 any. resistance he was generally well aecomparfied. Ho then 
entered the apartment only of the individual to be arrested, if 
the lettre-de-cacfct was merely intended to separate some person 
from the wojld fos a season ? but if for a political crime, a most 
exact and minutq examination took place throughout. the house, 
drawers, cabinets, &c., which were afterwards all sealed by the 
Exempt . The^intended prisoner was examined and his person 
described ; the carriage then drove up, ill which ha was placed, 
and having passed the fatal drawbridge of the Ba$tille y he under- 
Vent another examination in the’CTfemfov de Cornell] and was 
desired to eififfiy hi) pockets, the contents of which were sealed 
up in 41 box and restored^) him, if Xe were so fdrtunate as to be 
afterwards released. After this ceremony, he was consigned to 
the care of a jailor; and, from this moment, he was never meif- 
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toned, but as the inhabitant of the apartment he occupied in 
such a towfer. 

The *Pont de la Concorde is •onstructod of the stones that # 
formerly constituted this fortress : if they could speak, wliat talcs 
they could tell ! # 9 

Whom the* BastHle was condemned to be completely de- 
stroyed, Palloy, the master mason who superintended this 
destruction, scle^te^ eighty-three of the most perfect stones, and 
of them he made eighty-three models of the buildings He sent 
one of (Jese models to each of the departments of France, with 
this inscription: — “ Modcle de la Bastille prise ct dcmolie le 14 
Juillet , 1789, por les citoyens de Paris , addresse au department dc 

por lepatriote Palloy .” The model presented to the depart- * 

merit of La Seine is still preserved in the HoteLde - Ville of Paris . 

. Many plans and desiggS for a monument, to be erected upon 
the site of the Bastille, hate been rejected; but at lengthen 1831, 
on the 27th df July, the king deposited the/first stone of a 
pedestal, to be surmounted by a column, on the summit of which 
•s to be placed a winged statue of liberty, holding a flambeau to 
enlighten the* A'orld f The column <s to be twelve feet in 
diameter, 140 feet high : thg interior is to be^f wood, coverejl 
with u. thin coating of bronie. Upon the north side of tilt 
column, in embossed gilt letups; will be placed the names of the 
victims of the 14tli of July, 1789 ; and, on the south side, those 
of the victims of the three days of July, 1830. The foundation 
is of stone, and # the pedestal and ‘basins of- the fountain are of 
marble. * • ® 

The great street, called Louis PJiilippe , projected by Na- 
poleon, is to extend in a straight line from the Louvre to this 
column, and from thence to the barriere du TrbrH, Should 
these magnificent designs be carried into effect^ they will, in- 
deed, form a strange contrast to the gloomy buildings and close 
neighbourhood ^hicli formerly occupied this spot. « 

As this department's §p small, it will be as well to mention 
here the manufactures *)f th^ department along with those of the 
capital. 

The manufacture of jthe Jiobelin # tapestry, though not the 
most useful, i« perhaps one of the most renowned of Europe. 
Gityes trobelin, in the reypi of Francis I., having discovered a 
methoc^of, dying a beautiful scarlet, resided in#t house in the 
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suburb St. Marcel , whiclifStill retains his name, as well as thct 
little stream he made use of. * ) 

In lGfifi, an academy for drawing, and a manufacture of 
•tapestry, were erected in the f&me quarter, — hence the name of 
# Gobelin tapestry. There is now a manufacture/)! carpets, like- 
wise, in the establishment. There w, in the Louvre , afoicce of 
tliis, a carpet pf 1,300 feet long, consisting of sixty-two* Jiieces. 

Manufacture of Semes porcelaine , although just without the* 
department of the Seine, yet it is so intimaCcly'bonnected with 
the capital; that it may be, here mentioned. The building in 
which it is carried on ^ was erected, in 1750, by the farmete-gene- 
ral, and subsequently purchased by Louis XV.; since which 
period, it has been attached to the domain of the crown. The 
establishment Contains three collections of .specimens of the 
manufacture of porcelaine. The first contains foreign porcc- 
lainc : the second, specimens of Frencjt porcelaine and earthen- 
ware; the third is a collection of 'models, of va^cs, complete 
services, statues; flic., which have ever been manufactured since* 
its foundation. The manufactoirc consists tjvo kinds : that of 
porcelaine dure , — this is e^joscfl to the action of fire ; the other/ 
porcelaine tendre, is appropriated to pieces for ornament and 
decoration, r — - ( * • 

• Royal 0 manufactory of Tobacco is situated on the Quay 
d' Or say. This Is a monopoly liigjily injurious to the industrious 
part of the community. The government is at the same time 
merchant, manufacturer, and retailer of tobacco ; from these 
n umc rou S jj avocations, it derives a revenue of 05,$89,00<J francs 
annually. 

Woollen mafiufactories Paris,— There arc twenty-eight 
establishments for this purpose in the capital, in which every 
kind of woollcji article , is manufactured, from the coarsest 
blanket to the finest cloth. # 

The impor&tiqp of the Cashmere &oat has produced important 
f results and benefits' to*the commercial part of thc«cqmmunity. 

TVe silk manufactory of Pari§ (|<>nsrcts $f onc«for shawls only. 

1 There are, in Paris, cotton mwfafactories for counterpanes, 
stockings, ^‘iftislin^ calicoe.% jacwiets, 1 cambric, muslin, &c. ; 
lacc^ljonds, and embifeidored gauges, are alsonnanufactured in 
the capital. . * 

Artificial Rowers, hats, carpets, jcwcHerv, musical instruments, 
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l paper, &c. &c. &c., all form a part of the commercial industry 
^jofjhe capital. ' • * 

Sceaux*. — Formerly there was a fine castle at Sceaux , which 
was replaced by a beautiful chatijau, erected by Colbert, in 1670. 
It was destroyed at the close of the last century, with its parl^ 
and avenues. Its statues now adorn various parts of the capital. • 
At the time Of the .sale of this property, the mayor of the town, 
M. Desgranges , purchased the menagerie and the kitchen-garden, 
which were separated from the chateau* bv the town. A rural 
ball takes plach tlierc every Sunday, to which nujnhcrs of the 
Parisians, as well as'tlie inhabitants from the neighbouring \ il- 
lages, repair. The church, rebuilt by Gilbert, is a beautiful 
building, remarkable for its simplicity. There is a great cattle 
market held in a square building on tli£ foot of the hill upon 
winch Sceaux stands. 

Vaugirakd is a large 4own, contiguous to the walls of Paris. 
It is celebrated for its n Sinker of yuinguettes, (tea-gardens,) where 
the working classes, on Sundays and Mondays, meet \o dance 
and enjoy themselves. 

# IfiSY, a small village upon tb t side of the hill, is of Roman 
origin, deriving its name, as some ichors say, from a temple to 
[sis. It was the favourite residence of the early kings of Fiance, 
and there arc^till the remains of a gothic Imildiilg, which flu* 
people call 'Maison de Child^eft. # 

Montroucjs is situated in«i line plain, on the road to Means. 
Ft is celebrated as having been, the scat of one of the novitiate 
houses of th$ Jesuits, to which they huilt^a chapel. In 1814, 
after aft absence of sixty-two yean* they again took possession of 
their former habitation, where they remained until the revolution 
of 1830 again dislodged them. # m 

Alfort is celebrated for its tlcdle royale (PEc&twmie el Veit - 
rinaire. . * * • 

Charan^on contains a lunatic; asylum, capablp of accommo- 
dating 400 patients. The situation # is beautiful, well arranged, 
and* calculated* to softeft one if the heaviest afflictions which can 
befal suffering 1iuma§ityT 

Vincennes. — This (pwlfifinemioncd in the ancipnt chronicle * 
under the name of Vilcenn !. St.' Louis was very load of this 
spot, delightipg'n its extensive w ood, under an oak of whith, he, 
in patriarchal silxiplicity, gave audience to his people. The 

• m 
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foundations of the present castle were laid, in 1339, by Philipps 
de Valois, and the building was finished by Charles V. Louis XI| 
transformed this palace into a state prison, and so it remained 
until the year 1784. Napoleon restored it to its second destina- 
tion, and the Duke d’Engliien met his untimely fate in the ditch 
of "this castle. A column, with this inscription^ marks the spot 
where he fell : hie cecidit. In 1814, the castle was attacked by 
the allies, but they could not take it. Its cqmmander, at that 
period, was General D^mesnil, known at Paris by the surname of 
la Jambe de hois. o #r 

Saint Penis, situated in a fine flat coup try, upon the stream- 
lets C roust and Roipillon, near the right bank of tta Seine. 
This tow n is supposed to be built upon the ancient village named 
Catalacum . The basilica is erected on the. place where St. Denis 
'stopped, after ..having been decapitated at Montmatre, from 
whence lie walked, carrying his head in his hand, being accom- 
panied by a host of angels, some of whom sang, Gloria tibi, 
Domine % \Vhilc others answered, Alleluia ! It is thus that the 
fact is related by Hilduin, Abbot of St. Denis, in the ninth cen- 
tury. Several writers say. tha^ St. Genevieve had the' honour of 
erecting the first chapel to St. Denis, where she, in fact, per- 
formed many miracles ! This chapel was replaced by a church, 
which was in time surrounded by louses, and Charles-le-chauve 
had it enclosed by walls in 809. 

Dagobert is considered as the founder of the first basilica of 
Saint Denis . This prince established a congregation of monks 
in its precincts, upon whom he conferred great 'privileges anri 
immunities. Dagobert dying in 638, }\\s corpse was carried to 
Saint Denis, and his successors, for many generations, were 
buried there. Pepin enlarged the church, and lie afterwards 
commenced a new edifice, u which was not completed until the 
reign of Charlemagne, in whose presence t it was consecrated with 
great pomp. T^he monks of Saint Denis became in time re- 
nowned politicians. Turpin,' Chancellor under Charlemagne ; 
tHilduin , Ambassador ,unc!6r Louis le Defronnair *; and the wise 
Sugefy who 4 ,was appointed regLnt <s>f .the tyngdom, whilst 
^ Louis IX. wentfon his unfortunateLecpedilion to Palestine, were 
ajl monks Saint Denis . 4 Siey<?| ordered the abbey of Saint 
Denis tp he surroundeck wjjh embattled walls, .some remains of 
which were discovered a few years ago. Saint Denis, although 
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"built at different periods, and consequently of different kinds of 
{ architecture of the middle ages, has to noble appearance. It is 
in the of-a cross. The body of the church is 390 feet long, 
100 wide; and 80 fee t high. Four enormous pillars support each 
tower. The roof and arches are sustained by sixty pillars., k 
formerly contained the monuments of many illustrious men % 
which the Convention, in *1793, ordered to be destroyed. The 
body of ‘Henry lVw was found in perfec^ preservation. It was 
exposed for some time to the public vie ft, and a few daring per- 
sons ventured* to v take some of his beard and moustacliios, as 
relics of the olden time. In three days, fifty-one toiBbs were de- 
molished : the bones which they inumed were thrown, pile-m&le, 
into a ditch, dug in that spot formerly occupied by the Rotund 
des Valois , which hhd been erected by Catherine of Medici to 
receive the tomb of Henry II. Until the restoration, a tumulus, 
covered with turf, preserved the remains of sixty kings of France! 

This profanation of the tombs, which is three times recorded • 
in the histoiy of France,* is an action so repugnant to the human 
feelings^ that it appears scarcely credible, th&t a civilized people 
should conceive# sudh an idea arAhaVof disturbing the mortal re- 
mains of rogn, in wanton revenge, ^either for real or ‘supposed 
wrongs. In all ages a respect for the relics of the dead has been 
cherished ; and profane histpry abounds with instances of pathetic 
lament, where the last fuqpraJT obsequies have becif, from !tny • 
circumstance* delayed or picglectcd ; and Euripides, in his 
Hecuba, thus speaks of him who, hurried away by tire trium- 
phant feelings of victory, shall, destroy temples, or disturb the 
dead*— 

Unwise is he, whoe'er of mortals storms 
O’er leaguer’d towns, and dtiuh'd in ruiriB wastes 
The temples of the gods, th| hallow’d tombs 
Where sleep the dead ; for he shall perish sooVf 

The church of Saint Denis was at the same time transformed 
into a mayasin de subsistence. *In 1806, Nypotcon gave orders 4 
for the reparation of • the tmnbB 0 f the JB&urbons, as the future 
sepulture of the members of the imperial family. » The qjents of 

1814 todk place before it « order was executed. The Bourboifs 

• 

* In the time of Louis XI vl, In the waryof tUI Palatinate and of fort 
Royal, and firing the revolution of 17%9 and following years* • 

t See note A oftlie end of the volume. 
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being restored to the throne, they restored the remains of their 
ancestors to consecrated ea'rth. Several monuments, wljich hflid'i 
been placed in the Mus'te des Monuments Francos, w<^e/eplaced 
in the church of St. Denis. Aipong this number were the tombs 
\)f Dagobert and Nantildc , his wife; Francois I. and Claude de 
„ France ; Louis XII. and Anne de Bretagne , See. One of the 
most curious parts of the basilica of St. Denis , is its subterraneous 
chapel, in which the £pmbs of the first, second, and third races of 
the kings of France we?e deposited. The vault of the Bourbons 
is situated upder the choir and the great altar of the church. 
Seven coffins have been deposited within it 'since the restoration. 
liOuis XVIII. was th£ last prince deposited there ; but the body 
of this monarch has not yet been placed in the royal vault. It 
waits at die foot of tl;e staircase until its successor shall take its 
place; dien only, according to ancient usage, his coffin can 'oe 
admitted among those of his predecessors. The entrance to the 
vault of the Bourbons is in the churcly covered over widi two flat 
stones. Adjoining to this vault, and opening into h, is that be- 
longing to the family of Conde. now fmally^closed, since it has 
received die last coffin of his race. * • * 

St. Denis contains, likewise, beautiful barracks, for -cavalry and 
infantry, and the Maison Royal ties Filles dc la Legion d'Hon- 
netir, an establishment founded by the Emperor Napoleon, where 
5ff?) young ladies^ daughters of dietnembcrs of the* Legion of 
Honour, are educated, 400 of whom*receive gratuitous education ; 
the other 100 pay a small stipend. t 

The village of Arcemil , rfenojvned for its aqueduct ; those of 
V at feres, (f hatenay-le-Bagneu\ Aunay les Chatenay, Gentilly , 
Roinainville , Notre Dame des Vcrtus or Aubervilliers , Neuilly y 
and Boulogne ,* are all small towns and villagevS iii the neighbour- 
hood of the capital; which hafre their particular attraction. The 
wood of the lattci is much "resorted to„ for'the beautiful walks it 
affords to the Parisians on their, days £>f fate, where they congre- 
gate in large numbers, and fnjoy themselves under the shade of 
tfie venerable trees, enlivened by inusic* dancing,* and many 
other fHnusemftnt$. ‘ I * * , 

* The picturegffue ruins of th| onclfica^iful abbey of Roy^u- 
mdht are to he see* ab^ut two leagues from Chantilly. This 
cloiste* ^as founded by Saint Louis , in the year ,1230. The 
chronicles relate that, in that year, 1230,^ the fourth of the reigq 
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of the holy king Louis, he made a \yw to construct an abbey, 

• remarkable for the ekquisite beauty of its architecture. It was 
erected^i^a place # called Cuimont, and was called Mom m/at is , 
Mont royal. Here Louis placed an abbot, with twenty monks, 
of the order of Citeany. Very considerable wealth was expended 
in beautifying its interior, which was ornamented with the* 
greatest splendour: Saint Louis ve*y frequently repaired thither, 
where lie prayed with the sick, eat ii^fic refectory with the 
monks, and sl^pt* with them in their dormitory. Five of his 
children were interred in the clrurch of this abbey.* *Among the 
mmicijfms tombs it contained, was that of Henri de Lorraine , 
Comte d' Har court, who died in 1066. .This tomb was one of the 
chef-d’oeuvre de Coyzevay. 

After the revolution, the abbey of Royamnont^vas sold. These 
vast buildings were transformed into a cotton manufactory, and 

• a laundry. The churcJ|Tof Saint Louis was demolished, and its 
materials were used to elcat a little village, which occupies the 
ancient enclosure of the monks. A few yeaitf ago, the heart of 
one of the "Dukes Lorraine wa# fo\ind in a chapel, which had 

► be^n dedicated to him ; and, lately, the body of a monk, was dis- 
covered, in Instate of perfection. 

DKPAimfENT OK THE OISE.. 

« . 

This is an inland department (N.), composed of poitious of the 
Isle de Fran<tf and Picardie. 

Soil.— T l^c face of the country is gently undulating, and the 
soil productive." In thb north-eas^and south-west tlifte are Some 
marshy lamls ; the rest consists of a varied culture. The pas- 
tures are rich, and the territory produces hemp’, cyder, coni, 
butter, and cheese. The vine is cultivated at 'Beaiwais. 

Rivers..— The OiseVrosses this department, nearly from north- 
east to nortji-west. 

Quarries. — The quarries of freestone ai£ productive, and the 
sands of the^oil are us%d- in iianufacturiflg the looking-classes of 
Saint Gobin. 

Forests. — The forest df 4omi^egne covers a sjjce of 25,000 
acres. It is well stocked w.th game. ^ t * 

RematikajilS Pe rson s.— VailUvUt, Lenght Ihifremofa Waia- 
yuy, Preville , Rehtgut, See. 
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Religion.— Roman Catholic. It forms part of the diocese of 
Beauvais. The Protestants have some temples, or Rouses <of ^ 1 
prayer, in this department. ' - ^ > 

This department is divided iyto four arronclisseinents, viz. 
Yfeayvais, Clermont , Compitgne , and Senlis. Its judicial ad- 
, ministration depends upon the Cour Royale of 'Amiens; and it 
is comprised in the first military division. 

• Hr 

CHIEF TOWNS. 

Bf. \ u vais is one of the most ancient towns fn France. Its 
Hotel ile Vflle, of modem architecture, is a' handsome building. 
Its cathedral is celebxuted for the beauty of its choir: had the 
rest of the building been ’finished in the same style, it would in- 
deed have been onc^of the finest churches in France. The 
church of Saint Etienne contains a tomb, carved in relief, 'of 
great beauty, and a magnificent picture of the bearing of the 
• cross. Beauvais has been twice besieged, but never taken. 
Once it was defended by women, under the command of Jeanne 
Ilachette , who beat off 48,000 Burgundians ! In oonscquencc 
of this heroism, they took the precedence of*the»mcn in the pro- , 
cessions bn the anniversary^’ the siege ; and they had the privi- 
lege of dressing themselves like princesses on the day of their 
marriage. *. ^ fl • 

'Bcauvafk has a fine manufactory qf tapestry, which 'ranks next 
to that of Gobelid ; painted cloths, linen, and woollen cloths. 
Long. West 0 ° 15' li)" ; lat. 49° 26'. k 

CoMPifiGNE is a pretty wcll-Jmilt town, situate^ on the slope' 
‘of suhill watered by the Oise, ^nd on the borders of die forest of 
Compicyne . This forest extends over 30,000 acres, and is con- 
sidered one of thb finest in Ffance. The town was formerly for- 
tified, surroiyided* by walls,* bastions, and demi-lunes y but they 
have all fallen into decay. * It was here the English captured la 
Pucelle d 1 Orients. % * , 

Senlis is an ancient town^ seated on the Norette , at the side of 
.f hill, almost surrounded by a greaft foresb. Its form is nearly 
circular The origin of this town rfnodht^to thef tune of Julius 
ttesar. Some of its old boumJarieslA s^ll visible. It was sub- 
sequently sumSindefl bv other walls, which have alike gone to 
decay 4 the ground they occupied has been convJrtqd into walks. 
Its castle was founded by Saint Louis. The portal of the right 
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' entrance to the cathedral is very curious, and its steeple is said to 
> he the highest in Frftnce. The inhabitants of this part of France 
were convened to Christianity by Saint Denys. 

The town possesses bleaching grounds* It carries on a trade 
in timber, corn^ and stones, which are extracted from its quanies! 
The sand in its neighbourhood is employed in the manufacture* 
of tiie glass at Saint Gobin . • 

Long.' East 0°* 14 ' 58 "; lat. 49 ° 12' 28 "j*Elevet> leagues North 

from Paris* . 

• * 

3 .— DEPARTMENT OF THE AISNtf. 

• 

This is an inland department. (N.) «It is composed of a num- 
ber of small territories, formerly dependent upon Picardie , viz. : — 
Tfritrachc, Vermandois, Laonnois, Tar denote, and Sousonnais ; df 
part of Valois ( Isle of France ) ; and a part of Brie C/tampenoise. 

Soil. — The surface *)f this department is diversified by hills 
in the. south, and plains iff the north. The soil of th^ former is 
composed o? beds of clay, silex, and chalk, which are covered by 
a fertile Vegetable earth ; the vaMeya generally consist of a fat 
rich soil. The hills are, many of them, fiat table-lands on- their 
summits ; that on which Laon starfdS rises about 600 feet above 
the level plaip. 

Rivers.;— The navigable fivers are the Aisne, Oise, and Marne. 
The Sambre, the Somme, and the ScJMt , rise in this depart- 
ment. The canal of Saint Quentin , and the canal de Mani- 
zi hamp, contribute to its inland navigation! 

F o UpsTs.-^One-fifth of the AiSne is covered by forests. * • 

Quarries. — Freestone, marble^of different kinds/slates, \c., 
are plentiful. 

Learned Societies, &c.~ Thesg consist of societies oi Belles- 
lettres, and the Arts apd Sciences, Agriculture, Schools of Draw- 
ing, Geometry, <$tc. • * . 

Remarkable Persons.*-T1i^ kings, Coribertf Chelperic I. 
Clotaire II k fLotair$ /.; Frtdegohde ; . Ahtkony of Bourbon 
King of Nava|re, father of Hqnry IV. ; Cardinal Bourljgn, the 
first Prince of Cond^ ass^pslmted at Jamac; Dhke Cesar de Vmm 
dalhe; Robert deBar; fiahifi : Mlrshals d’Armenlit/es ; Rezogs; 
de Chaiseul ; d 'E street ; Puyscgur, 64c. : Caufoncourt ; hisjbjother, 
the Duke of Vicenza ; Dubois *, Alexandre Dumas, &c. kc . ; 
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Colonel Chanttclairc ; Babejif; Camille Desmoulins; Saint Just; . 
Hennuyer, Bishop of Lisceux , who opposed \he massacre of the 
Protestants; La Fontaine; Duke de Saint Swim? Gaillard; 
Alexandre Dumas, the poet ; and a host of others, too numerous 
to nfention. & 

u Religion. — Roman Catholic. The Protestant consistorial 
church at Moureaux comprehends the departments of Ajme and 
Seine et Marne. It h divided into four sections, attended by 
twelve pastors. There arc also fifteen chapels, on<^ Bible Society, 
Missionary Society, and one for religious tracts ; and twelve Pro- 
testant schools. • 

% 

This department is divided into five arrondissements :—Laon. 
Soissons , Chateau Thierry , Saint Quentin , and Vervins, Its 
judicial govermpeut depends upon the Ctmr Royal e of Amiens, 
and it is comprised in the first military division. 

% 

CHIEF TOWNJ?. * 

- r «i 

Laon. — Laudunkm , built upon the ruins of the ancient flibrax . 
is situated upon a steep rock, Vommunding'a fpic view, sixteen 
leagu‘es 4 ln circumference. Laon is an ill-built town, and its 
cathedral is the only object* of interest it contains. The walks 
in tfic envirops, however, compensate *Jor its internal barrenness. 
Tlfey consist of terraces, planted witJi trees, from whence a most 
extensive prospect extends. ^ ^ 

Its territory produces corn and wine, and abundance of crys- 
tallized pebbles and fine sand, which is used much nt Saint Gobin, » 
‘in the contraction of glass. It is curious, that* although this 
town stands so high, the wells , produce abundance of water, and 
are not very deep? The artichokes, called arlichau.v de Laon , are 
cultivated near Ch\ry, a village not very distant from the town. 

Long, 1° 17' 12" ; lat. 49? 33' 52". Thirty-three leagues North 
of Paris ; sixti^n posts and a half * 

About three 'leagues from L*aon iS the celebrated’ church of 
Notre Dame de Liesse , to which kingp formerly went gs pilgrims. 

- Soi^ons is^ituated in a pleasajiti'allay, watered by the Aisne. 
Its streets are nafrow, and its housed Lili-buift. There acre few re- 
mwus of its*Kfitiqujty, which f is, nevertheless, unquestionable. 
Its oa^iedral is a fine building, comparatively of modem struc- 
ture ; and the ruins of its castle, flanked by four rbund towers. 
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bespeak it to have been a magnificent edifice, for its style of 
Architecture. In days of yore it was inhabited by the monarchs 
of the tl\ree first dynasties. Suisson contains, likewise, a lyceuni, 
and a theatre. f # 

It carries 014 some manufactures in coarse cloths, stockings, 'kc., 
and its territory produces excellent horiots (French beans), hemp,* 
linseed,, nuts, walnuts, &c. It i£ a considerable entrepot for 
grain ; and its tanneries, rope-walks, a ty£**bl caching-grounds are 
extensive. . t 

I iong. 1 0 59' 28" j J&t. 19° 22' 32 # ". T wenty-five* blagues North 
of Paris. 9 

La TftRF. is situated at the confluence of La Seim and L'()isr y 
and is remarkable for its arsenal and school of artillery. 

Chateau Thierry rises as an ampliftlieatic upon the right 
bank of the Marne; above it, are the ruins of a fine castle, 
erected on the summit^)! a hill. This castle was built by Charles 4 
Martel, in 720, as the "residence of the young King Thierry, in 
whose name he exercised sovereign authority** .It has been many 
times bfesieged. The fauxbou<gs -extend along the left banks 
of the Marne, and communicate with the city by a stone bridge. 
At the encl'of this bridge, on thB fide of the town, stands the 
statue of La Fontaine, in marble; the bouse in which he # was 
born is still pointed out m* Chateau Thierry. A beautiful walk • 
runs along the banks of th? river. . « 

Notre-I)aine de Liessc . — Tfhis is a small village about three 


, leagues frort Lam , renowned for its ancient image of the Virgin, 
much visitdd'in ancient times,* and still* enjoying much jepu* 
tation for sanctity. The foundftion of the chuvcli dates so far 


back as 1134. The chapel, whifh contains *tlie figure of the 
Virgin, is small, simple, and unoraamen ted kings, princes, and 
potentates, from all lyirts of Europe, have performed pilgrimages 
to this imhge ; and, in 1324, the Duchess of*Bjrry visited it in 
the character of a pilgrim# A fbmltain stands beside the church. 
The fabricatipn of chaplets, crosses, crucifixes, crowns of arti- 
ficial flowers, # &c. j?ont|bute greatly to the pjosperi^ of this 
little commune. 
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4.— DEPARTMENT OF SEINE'ET OISE. 

This department is inland, and is composed of the ancient 
province of the Ile-de-France ; it entirely surrounds the depart- 
ment of the Seine . 

Soil. — The soil is principally composed of vegetable, clayey, 
and sandy earths, reposing upon a bed of clay. “ On every side 
it presents cultivated filhds, woods, forests, parks, hills, rivers, 
Vo. ; and, in some parts, marshes. It is traversed* by a chain of 
calcareous Elevations, in which are deposited fossil shells, and 
other remains of a marine world. 

Forests. — T hese consist chiefly of the oak, and they occupy 
a large portion of the department. 

Rivers.— Tlirfe of its rivers are navigable, and exceedingly 
full of fish, viz., the Seine, the Oise, and the Marne. There 
1 are also a number of smaller streams, which are employed in 
turning mills, Vc., and the canal of Ourcqe contributes to its 
inland navigation: 

Quarries.— Quarries of’ marble, alabaster, sand freestone; 
clay, marie, lithographic st^ne, mill-stones, Vc., constitute its 
internal treasures. 

Mineral Waters. — T here is an establishment of Sulphureous 
' waters at tfnghieuy and at Montlignpi* there is also a cbld saline 
spring. 1 « 

Learned Societies.— At Versailles there is a Royal Society of 
Agriculture and the Arts ; a School of Sciences, Letters, and Arts, 
of Drawing, pVc., a Royal Museum, an Historical Museum? and 
at Corbeil } Etampes, Montes, Pontoisc, and Rambouillet, there 
are Societies of Agriculture. 

Relic; ion.-*- Roman Catholic, forming part of the diocese of 
Versailles. t * 

1 This dcpartnlpnt is divided iqto seven arrondissemcnls ; viz., 

• Versailles , Mantes , Eambmrillqt, Pontoise } Etampes, St. German- 
*t£Laye, Corbeil . Its civil govemnwmt defends upon the Coiir 
Royal oi*Paris* it is comprised in thl first njjlitarytdi vision. 

CHIEF TOWNS. 

% • • 

Ver&A.les may perhaps derive its name from its former pos- 
sessors and lords, the family of Versallis. In- 1572, Lomenie, % 
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Lord of Versailles; that id* to say, of the castle of that name, (for 
a castle and an abbey were the only buildings which in those 
times occupied the site of the present town,) fell a sacrifice to the 
horrid massacre of Saint Barthdmi, Henry IV., when he came 
to the throne, restored the confiscated estate to the son iff his 
unfortunate mend Lomeqie. In 1627, Jean de Soissy sold the 
estate to Louis XIII., who at first erected only a hunting seat 
upon the slope of the hill ; but after wjp'ils he cbnstructed on its 
summit a chateau, which was absorbed in the present magnifi- 
cent edifice, built in >he time ef Louis XIV. The/ew cottages 
whiejj had formerly been disperse! in the neighbourhood of the 
old chateau, had gradually increase in number, when royalty 
made this beautiful spot the seat of its attractions; and the 
village, which arose in the time of Louis &II!^, became, during 
tfle reign of his successor, a town, and one of the most beautiful 
towns in France. Yet Versailles, with all its grandeur, is triste;* 
the streets are wide, straight,, and of immense length, and in 
general th£y rise and fall. The neighbourhood of .the churches 
of Notre Dame ayd Saint Louis* during the hours of church 
service, is enlivened by a concourse of persons, but m general 
the streets present a melancholy* uninteresting aspect. Upon 
the Boulevards de la Rri&e et du Roi , a few elderly persons, a 
number of little dogs, youi!& ladies with thei? mamn^s, children m 
with their bonnes, and nflw and then 4 fe^ elegantes , may be 
seen ; but, like all places fh which grandeur is the predominate 
quality, Versailles must necessarily be considered dull by that 
part of the* community who delight in llie busy influence of 
commerce, or the more brilliant and sparkling influence of 
pleasure. Yet, to those spirits wljo find pleasure in repose , ot in 
reflection, surely no place can equal Versailles. The town con- 
tains a Palais de Justice , an Ilotetde Ville, and crfjntal barracks ; 
it is also beautified by many fountains, whiclf are supplied with 4 
water brought from the $eine 4>y an aqueductf and the pump, 
which has replaced the celebrated machine of Marly . TJie * 
theatre is a handsgme buftding ; the College Royal, and the 
library, jvhicl contains 42 WOO volumes, are desenring of notiqp. 
Btit the most useful* pubfic establishment is tb&t entitled^ Le 
Dtput des Chartes et Archives de la % MdHne % et des Colonies , esta- 
blished in 1776 for the colonies only ; but it is now the depository 
# of all those documents,of the marine, which are not required for 
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daily reference, but to whifh access may be readily had, at a 
short notice, either by individuals or by the government. 

■ The Chateau of Versailles consists of two fronts ; one faces the 
lQ,wn, the other the gardens. The principal front is separated 
from' the Place d'Armes by a handsome iron railing, which is 
much ornamented. The garden front is decorated with eighty 
statues, each fifteen feet hljgh, representing the seasons, the 
sciences, the arts, The chapel is a noble and elegant 

building; it is principally composed of marble*. •Painting and 
sculpture haue lavishly and tastefully besttwed their labours cm 
its interior decoration. f ‘ 

In 1794, the sect called Theophilanthropes celebrated their 
religion within its walls. The emblem they chose for the Deity 
was a sheaf of aim, Which they placed upon their altar. Tlje 
vestibule of the chapel forms one of the entrances into the 
„ garden. a 

The Salfe (V Opera was formerly one of the most ipagniticenl 
in Europe, it was completed for the marriage of Lon is XVI. 
when Dauphin. The chandelters, the gilding^ the paintings, 
which* adorned it, 'the 10,000 wax tapers which illumined it, and 
the 3,000 spectators, courtiers, in tlieir rich dresses, must, indeed, 
hav<j presented, oi^Jthis occasion, a coicji-d’wil not to be equalled 
. in these times. 

The state apartments contained many exquisite paintings and 
rich decorations, of which the limits of this work will not permit 
the description. All those (ormCrly denominated sippartemens 
du liqi, or C frauds Appartemens , 'are in futqre to be appropriated 
to the reception of a Musee H&torique , relative to the history of 
France. 

Among the chambers of mopt interest at present, is that which 
immediately precedes what was formerly called the king’s bed- 
chamber: it isdllumined by one oval Window, placed near the 
ground, and which was called VIEil dt Boeif. The reader need 
mat be reminded of 'the historical events pf which , it was the 
scene during the French revolution, The *nent'qjn of another 
apartment must ribt be omitted, — tti^ (Confessional of the king , 
where the king knelt to his.cohfessor ; lie was placed between 
two glass c doors, so that, akhov.gh the captain of the guard could 
hear nothing, he never lost sight of the king. This circumstance 
might give rise to many curious reflections. 
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The Appartemens de la Heine w^re equal in magnificence, 
perhaps superior, to'those of the king. Luxury, and her hand- 
maid, art, seem, indeed, to have exhausted invention in the 
decorations of the apartments of«the queens of France. 

The grand staircase of Versailles is very magnificent. * 

The parks and gardens, are divided into the great and little 1 
parks. The great park contains the villages of Builly , Bois 
d'Arcy , <Scc. ; the little park contains thq ruperb gardens planted 
by Le Nostre 9m vtbo also laid out Kensington Gardens and St. 
.James’s Park, Londoi/ If a person place himself ftn^the terrace, 
eallcd^the Parterre d'euu y lie may, when the grandee eaux play, 
see before him the Bason of Latona , tjic Alice die tapis vert , the 
bason of Apollo y and the Canal. On the right, the Parterre da 
iVoir, the fountain of the pyramid, the Cascade % the Alice d’ean y 
the fountain of tlie Dragon , and the bason of Neptune. On the 
• left, tlie Parterre des flsjirs, the Orangery , and the Piece d’euu des 
Suisses. Nothing can Ifc conceived more like enchantment than 
this scene ; Smid which, from pieces of the lr/st exquisite sculp- 
ture, the waters ri>$ in lofty columns, and fall in shivering 
splendour. There are many bosquets , or groves, under .different 
names wliicV adorn these beautiful* gardens ; and the Tapis vert y 
a long green walk, on each side of which arc beautiful statues, 
arranged at equal distanced, affords a delightful prqpienada to 
the inhabitants of the neighbourhood. The qrangery is consi- 
dered a inasffcr-piece in ifSelf: 1200 orange trees adorn its 
, interior, intefmingled with lemon trees, limes, myrtles, laurels, 
pomegranates, # &c. One of the orange trees is called le Grand % 
Bourbon , because it formed a part of the property confiscated to 
the Duke of Bourbon in 1552 ; it ^ nearly 400 ^ears old. 

The Grand Trianon is erected upon the site of a small village, 
which, in the twelfth qentury, was called Triarnumf from whence 
its present* name is derived. Mansard was tlfe architect of this 
edifice, which is in the Italian* style, and is cmnposed of the 
marble of Lar^uedoc y and of the marble . of • Campan y except onp 
wing, whict has bqen # reccfistructed of common stone. The 
chief apartment is dhtireW mned with looking glasses? Th$ 
gaidens contain many dme statue#. • + 

The Petit Tpianon was erected \jy Barns* XVI. for the plea- 
sure of the unfortunate Marie-Antoinette, who spent her nippiest 
(lays in this delightfuj abode. The principal building is a 
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square pavilion, the interior of which is furnished, not only with 
the most costly magnificence, hut with the anost exquisite taste. 
The gardens were equally beautiful; they were laid out partly in 
the English, partly in the French style. The Temple of Love, 
fold. that of the Belvedere, are very beautiful ; a small rustic 
. cottage stands on the banks of a canal, and the Tower of Marl- 
borough is not far distant : this building commands an extensive 
prospect. Here the unfortunate queen had "collected plants 
from all countries ; and here she bade adieu to state, and yielded 
to the more gpnial familiarities pf social life. *• Poor queen !” 
and here she shed many a tear ! 

Long. West 0° 12' 05" ; lat. 48° 48' 21". 

Saint Germain en Lays is situated on a lofty hill, at some 
distance from the left t bank of the Seine : it is a pretty town ; 
the streets are line and regular. The old castle, which still 
exists, was built by Francis I., was a superb building, and was 
* richly ornamented : it is now made use of as barracks. Henry 
IV. erected one still more splendid, but of this e lifice a few 
ruins on the side of the mountain alone remains. If contained 
many splendid staircases, statues, and founfains. Louis XIII. 
and XIV. were born in tl]ye t old castle, and it wa^nlso in this 
castle that the former expired. In 1043, Louis XIIL, being 
attacked ly a, fever, gave orders tlioj Tiis son should he baptized : 
after the ceremony was performed, «lie asked liis son, who was 
then five years old, what his name was. “ I arp Louis XIV.” 
replied the child. u Not yet,” said the king, in a melancholy 
tone. “ Not yet, my son ; but goon, perhaps, you will be so, if it 
‘be the will of God.” Louis 3£IV. spent his earl} days at Saint- 
Germain, which he greatly ornamented, but he eventually for- 
sook it; for, ks his years increased, it is said, he could not hear 
to see the s f ecpleo of Notn Dame , which recalled to him the 
words of his father, which had been repealed to him, who, stand- 
ing by one the windows, f exclaimed, “My friends, there 
stands my last earthly dwelling pf&ce.” It became, subse- 
quently, the residence of Madame ,le la Yalliere. James II. of 
England fc a j M «l a home within its Wills f h£ wasithe last person 
of note who inhabited Saint-(fyrmahi£* Although this town con- 
tacts 10,000 inhabitant^, yet it is but one parish; and, con- 
sequently, there is but one parish church for the accommodation 
of so large a congregation of human souls. ' The theatre is 
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handsome and large, and some of the hotels are fine buildings, 
particularly that* of Noailles , which*, during the revolution, fell 
into tfie hands of a celebrated hat manufacturer of Paris, who 
was at that period known in the department of Seine et OUe as 
the Marquis Ckorabas , in consequence of his enormous lqpided 
possessions. • , 

The view from the terrace of the castle is most extensive and 
beautiful. The forest of Saint (iermain is ona of the finest in 
France : it contains 8,500 acres of land, and it is surrounded by 
a wall; numerous roads traverse it in every direction; and, 
where they branch.*) ff, there are«ign-posts indicating the place 
to which they lead : but there are other signs, not so agreeable, to 
be met with, — large stone crosses, indicative of events, which, in 
these solitudes, may make the timid traveller long to take the 
shortest road of egress : here stands the fcroix'Poissy, there, the 
Croix Pucclle , the Crqix Berri, &c. (See., oil most portentously 
allied to the liorribl<% In the centre of the forest stands the * 
Maison de^Loges, at the junction of eight rounds— it is the grand 
rendezvous for hunting ; besides which, it if renowned for a fair 
h$ld before it rf>n Mie first Sunday' in September. The Loges 
was formqrjy a priory ; and, on jhe fete of Saint Poire, the 
priest used to celebrate a solemn service, much resorted to, 
which time has transmogrified into a noisy and tumultuous 
fair ! The chateau of la Muelte is situated on the Extremity of 
the forest. # 9 * 

Saint Germain is celebrated for its manufactory of candles, and 
its tanneries.* 

Lang. 0°" 16' ; lat. ^8° 53'. 

Etampes, situated in a fertile valley, upon the Seine , between 
Paris and Orleans, is a very anciAit town : it is mentioned in the 
chronicles of the first race of kings in France, under the name 


of Stampa, It has been the scene of many a strongly contested 
battle; and, during the revolution, in 1792, Henri Simoneau, 
mayor d? Etampes, fell, * pierced # with bayonets, exclaiming, 
“ You map kill me, hut I sjiall not fail in my duty ; the law for- 
bids me.” f jlie totyn* consists of one street A onSy^thpv»this is a 
league and a half loi^j#Hhe' houses, are well built, and there are 
idhny agreeable walks in its neighborhood, on the banks of 
running streams. The church of Notre Dame , the •Motel de 
Ville, and "the • Maison d’Anne de Pisseleu , are fine buildings. 
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The former was a synagogue, which Philip II. converted into a 
college of canons. 

Long. West 0° 16'; lat. 48° 25'. 

Mantes, suvnamed le loli, is charmingly situated on the left 
llank of the Seine, which here forms several very pleasing islands, 
one of which is attached to the opposite shore by a magnificent 
bridge of one arch. The arms of Mantes was- formerly an oak : 
this circumstance has given rise to the supposition, that it is of 
Druidic origin. It was formerly defended .by a fort, which 
Henry IV., ^t .the request of the Parisians* destroyed, and on the 
spot lie erected three fountains. The cathedral of Mantes is a 
fine gothic building, surmounted by two very lofty towers: the 
most remarkable object in its interior, are six pillars of the most 
exquisite and delicate ..workmanship, which surround the choir. 
'Fhe tower of Saint Maclnv , all that remains of a beautiful 
church of that name, is a splendid specimen of ancient urchi- 
f tectuvc. „ •* 

Mantes’ carries on a brisk trade in leather. ; 

Long. West 0° 42' ; lat. 4t}°48'. , * . 

PoNTpisE is agreeably situated at the confluence of die 
Vi os no and Oise: the Romrnc called it Briva-Isarje\ from the 
word brive , which signifies bridge ; hence its present name, Pont - 
Oisf (Brid^i Oisr). It was formerly a place of importance; 
some remains of its walls are still to ‘be seen : its situation, on a 
steep rock, exposed it, "during a siege, to the want cf water, until 
Saint Louis brought the Vxosne to it by means of a dyke, which, 
in modern times, turns. twenty- two mills. It has been the seat of 
many wars, and of many political events of notoriety. Jif % if>(>l, 
the States General were assembled within its walls, and in 1720 
the Parliament was banished thither. 

The most vemafkable edifice in Pontoise, is the church of 
Saint Maclou : its* tower contains a boll, upon whichris the fol- 
lowing Latin like: — • e 

Unda, unda , \mia t unda, undo , unda ; accurite cives. 

A public library, and a magnifi^mt hospital, and all is told 
that desfcrv.v notice in this town. * • f 

j Pontoise caqjlcs on a considerable with the capital .in 
corn, flour, cattle, %gg$ and calves; besides which, it has 
manufactories of mercery, "leather, and cloths ; c a cannon- 
foundry, gun manufactory; and in the neighbourhood there are 
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found quantities. of stone, which the inhabitants convert into 
fliill-stoncs. 

Long.. West 0 ° J4' 23" ; lat. 49° 3' 2 ". 

Malmaison is a chateau situated upon the road to SaitJ 
Germain ,* its ancient name of Mala Domus ill accorded v\ith the 
scenes of gaiety which it* exhibited when it was purchased by 
Josephine Tascher de la Pugerlc, 'widow of Beauliarnois, who 
became, as wife of Napoleon Buonaparte , Empress of France! 
After her div#rc£, she retired to this, always her favourite re- 
sidence, which shejfrad greatly adorned. Her mrtnory is still 
cherished in its vicinity, for she was a generous benefactor and 
a kind friend, Tn ltfM, the Emperor- Alexander paid her many 
visits at this place. * Napoleon repaired thither for a few days 
after his abdication, from whence he directed his steps to Roche- 
fort . Malmaison is no f longer the seat of splendour, of grandeur, 
or of munificence. Hs school of agriculture, and its hot-house, x 
have, been ^destroyed; thfl park has been converted into arable 
land, and- every part of this domain has becn4old in lots, as if to 
consign to oblivion "the remembrindo of Malmaison , and the facts 
concerning it; but they are recorded in the historic page, and 
cannot be elhiced by the furrows of*the plough, though, in after 
times, the inquisitive traveller may he puzzled t# find ou* the 
exact spot where so m&ny # iuteresting events occurred ; but' the - 
research will jtdd considerably to his gratification, if, perchance, 
lie should be able to say, “ Here then stood Malmaison.” 

► Me upon?— T his village appears. in the ancient charts of the 

tweliyi ccntupy as Meodum ; ft is situated at thq foot qf the 
castle of the same name. The Chateau Nenf was built by the 
second son of Louis XIV.: it was ornamented and repaired by 
Napoleon, whp was very fond of it% situation., Louise Marie , his 
wife, spent much 06 her time there during ^Jhe Russian cam- 
paign : tlic little park attached to its domain contains 500 acres 
of enclosed land ; but th% great park is of $n immense extent. % 
The woods, of Meucjpn. ar$> much frequented by the Parisian, 
to whom tlie^ afford^ delightful walks. 

Saint* Cvr is on thereat road to Chartres} it was a place of 
n 8 importance until the time of°Louis ^Xiy., vflflen Madame de 
Maintenon founded a community dor the gratuitous ^cation 
of 250 noble young ladies. Although the building is so exten- 
sive, that it is divide# into twelve principal bodies, which form 
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five courts, yet, under the inspection of the celebrated architect 
Mansard , it was completed in one year. After the death of 
Louis XIV., Madame de Maintemn passed the rest of her days 
at' S f . Cyr : here she received the visit of Peter the Great, and 
here she closed her long and romantic existence. She is buried 
in the choir of the church. Three hundred young men now re- 
place the young ladies. St. Cyr is converted into a military school. 

MontlhEry is celebrated for its antique tower, which com- 
mands it. 

Ses murs dont le sommet se dt'robe & la vue, 

Sur la cime d’lM mont s’allongent dans la nue, 

Gt prrsentant dc loin leur objet ennuyeux, 

Du passant qui lea fuit semblent suivre les yeux. 

Indeed, for miles round, it seems to pursue the traveller. 
Montlh'ery stands renowned in feudal anflals, for its lords were 
'the terror of the neighbourhood ; the hing.s of France themselves 
sought, b/ alliances with them, to find security from their 
depredations. Philippe I., when he was dying, addressed his 
son I/Ouis thus : — “ Mtm fils garde bien ce chatea\i qui irCa coxtrt 
tant de peines et de Tourment*; par la perftdie et la nwhamele de 
smi seigneur , J'ai posse ma vie entiere a me defendre contre alui, 
et je mis arridk d un etat de vicllesse vans en avoir per obtenir ni 
paix ni repos.” The jurisdiction of this castellry extended over 
300 parishes, and over 133 fiefs. Many fief lords were compelled 
to guard the castle during two months every year) they were 
called, Chevaliers de Montlhery . Five gates, placed the one 

highd* than 0 the other, and separated by terraces or cdurts, 
guarded its entrance. The tower of the donjon is all that 
remains ; it is ninety-six feet high, and appears to have extended 
still higher: ite strength may*'be imagined, for the walls were 
nine feet in breadth at the* bottom of# the donjon tower; the 
staircase to this' tower wound within another tower, so that it 
1 could be rendered inaccessible- The environs of this tower pre- 
sent a heap of ruins. ‘ ^ 

JThe t8fe^V°Ibrmerly Mons-LetXericus , consists of large airy 
streets, with fipe houses, gardens, anSte terraces. The ga*e 
Bawdry bears this insCript’on : — “ Cette porte batie dts Van 1015, 
par Thtidaud File-Etoupe, fut rebatie en 1589, sous Henri III. et 
restawrle sous le Consulat de Bonaparte, Van VIII . de la Rtpub - 
lique, par Goudron du Tillog , Make.” 
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Rajhbouillet is situated in an Agreeable valley, on the 
borders of a forest. The town is well built ; the streets wide, 
clean, and tolerably straight. It is remarkable for its castle, in 
which Francis I. died. It is flanked by three small towers jndt 
one large one, upon which the embattlements still remain. The # 
park belonging to it is spacious, and its forest very extensive. 
It was here that Marie Louise and {he King of (tome received 
the visit of the allied sovereigns, and from this place the son of 
Buonaparte setpoul for Vienna. It was here Charles X. signed 
his abdication, and &om this castle the elder brailch of the 
house &f Bourbon commenced their third emigration from the 
land of their fathers. • 

Montmorency commands an extensive view of the beautiful 
valleys of the same name. Burchard Ic Barbu , to 1008, erected 
a fortress near the fountain of Sainte-fFalarie, upon a place 
'called Montmorenciarum 4 hence the present name. He was 
a celebrate^ brigand, antf his descendants not proving more 
worthy than himself, Louis-le-Gros was obliged, in Order to put 
some stop to theij depredations, to cbter their territory with an 
army, where, ^say the old chronicles^ il gasta toitt par feu, el par 
glaire. In after times, the Lords oi*Montmorency took the title 
of Premiers Barons Chrefiqps, yet they were ^neither the first 
barons nor* first Christians ^ but they were brave wafriors and 
great captains 4 whose namqg shine in the historic page. Louis 
XIV., in 1639, by letters patent, changed the name of Mont - 
-morency to tfiat of Enghein ; but custom was more powerful 
than letters patent ; it atill went \>y its ancient nam* of Mo^t- * 
morency, until the revolution, more powerful than either custom 
or letters patent, called it Emile ! it was, in fdfct, in this tower, 
that Rousseau cpmposed his Emiliu* • # 

In the valley of dievreuse stood the celebrated nunnery of 
Part-Royal . Ansclme de thevreuse, in 1304, was’appoiuted, in 
consequence of his deeds of prowess, to carry the oriflamme.* 
LTle Adam* upon (he lefybank of the Oise, a village whiclf 
derives itsnam% fromyhe Sire Adam . The lords Adam 

* iffhe oriflamme was co^^sed of lid silk, embroidqped with goldf n 
flames : it belonged to the abbey of St. Df nis,tandVas said to have been 
brought from tysaven by an angel. It supplanted the banner oP Saint 
Martin, which was composed of a piece of the old blue ploak of that 
Sdlnt. ? 
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were much distinguished t»Y their gallant conduct. It will not 
be forgotten, that, during the reign of 'Philippc-le-Kel, PEe 
Adam, Grand Master of the Knights of Jerusalem, at the head of 
, his, brave companions in arms, successfully defended Rhodes 
against an army of 200,000 Turks. c 

- SfcVREs, at the foot of a hill, upon, the left bank of the Seine. 
This town is very ancient, and was the seat of a seigneur , whose 
castle is now converted into a tannery . Jt possesses a very fine 
stone bridge, which was gallantly defended by the inhabitants 
against tilt Prussians in IS 15. K&vrcs celebrated for its china 
manufactory. 

Saint Cloud is placed on the rapid descent of a hill, on the 
left banks of the Seine. The gardens aiul-paik arc beautifully 
laid out, and $re adorned with statues, groves, cascades, and 
fountains. Lc Notre displayed .all his taste in converting a 
barren soil into a scene of enchanting Jbcauty, while Mansard 
and Lepautrc , uniting the four chateaux which formerly be- 
longed to different owners, formed the present tililice.. 

The historical recollections' of St. Cloud have been already 
discussed; hut, for the amusement of the curious, its origin and 
progressive renown shall bfe" detailed. 9 * 

Towards the puddle of the sixth century, certain mariners 
descending the Seine, on their way from Paris, stopped opposite 
the spot where &a< hit Cloud now stands, and put on shore an 
infant king, whom his uncles, Chilrlebert and Clotaire, had con- 
signed to them for the purpose of assassination but the ma-. 
r riners preserved the poor child’s life, and # C loddy ai.de gave his 
name to St. Cloud, where he founded a monastery, and died in 
the odour of ganrtity. * 

It was at St.^ Cloud that the Duke d* Anjou, afterwards 
Henry 111., presided at the council which decreed the massacre 
of Saint- Uarihtlemi, on the first of August. It was' on the first 
of August, I5H1), precisely tvvb cenCurics before the revolution, 
$hat Henry III. fell under 4 the po ? inard of the jacobin, Jacques 
Clemen £. It^was also, consequently, on»th£ first of August, at 
Jit. Cloha, that ‘the eldest branch qfi the house of Bourbon 
mpunted the throne of Frafice c iu the peSon of Henry IV. And 
it was at Saint cloud ,** on tthe first of August, 1830, that the 
eldest branch of the line of Henry IV. fell frpm the throne in 
the person of Charles X. * Curious enumeration of facts, which 
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would almost seem to sanction the Idea of fortunate and fatal 
<ffliys. 

Under the minority of Louis XIV., all the ground now con- 
tained in the enclosure of the park, was divided into four s^en* 
did chateaux , «at that time remarkable for the beauty of their 
lakes and gardens. The -young king, Louis XIV., wishing to 
bestow Saint Cloud on his brother, llic Cardinal <j[e Mazur in was 
desired to make the purchase of these houses: he accordingly 
repaired thithej* afid ingeniously contrived to outwit the cunning 
Fouquet , who, being- well aware pf the opinion the cardinal 
entertained of his extra vagance, flattered* himself he could, on 
the present occasion, effectually convince Mazarin that he much 
over-rated his profusion and expences ; although, in fact, Saint 
Cloud had cost him upwards of a million If li\*es, and was fit 
for the habitation of a^monarch. The cardinal having viewed 
’and admired every part of the building, its furniture and 
decorations^addressed Foifquct thus : — « 

“ This magnificent habitation must have* cost an immense 
sum. I should jjiinft that, all together, it did not cost less than 
* 120*000 livres.” “120,000!” cried Fouquet, "‘your eminence 

cannot think*it! Is it in such times as these ? Oh, not 

so much by a great deal, I^ssure you.” “ WeU, (>(>000 livres* ? " 
“ Much lesfc than that.” “ 40,000 livres ?” “ Still les$” “ ifow 
much then ? ” “ 30,000 at die utmost.” * l Rflilly ?” “ Yes, I 
iissure you.” Very well,” added the cardinal, “ I am do- 
pm lighted, for tflc king has commanded me to purchase your house 
of St. floud* and you* must sup*pose that his majesty couhk not 
wish you should make a bad bargain with him. To-morrow I 
shall order you to be reimbursed ^’our 30,00$ livres, and St. 
Cloud now belongs to the king ! ” § , 

It was thus that SU Cloud became the property of the house 
of Orleans' in whose possession it remained till lt82, when the 
queen, Marie Antoinette, purchased it. It, was her favourite 
residence : sjje.preferrecl St. Qfoud to the pomp of Versailles , an<t 
enlarged the chateau* by several buildings. Duriq^tJ# period 
of revolutionary spofia^jpp, 8k Cloud was preserve by thff 
National Convention . A decree* in* 1>93, ^omjf iscd it auiofig 
the number of palaces and garden^which were not to sold. 
The Convention decided, “ that the pafh of St. Cloud should be 
kept up at the expence of it he republic 9 for the pleasures and enjoy - 
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meat of the people , and that the chateau should be devoted to use - 
ful establishments of agriculture and the arts!” * # 

It lias again returned into the family of Orleans , as a pift of the 
gatipn, being appointed one 'of the royal palaces of Louis 
Philippe, King of the French. * 

* The great events which took place ?t St. Cloud on the famous 
day of 18 Brumaire, are too well known to he recorded here. St. 
Cloud has, indeed, acquired immortality from being closely 
linked with the name of Buonaparte ; before lus time, it had 
been customary to speak of tl^e Cabinet of Versailles; but during 
the reign of Napoleon, it was the Cabinet of Saint Clot.d that 
decided the fate of Europe. It was to Saint Cloud that the 
emperor repaired almost always on his return from his grand 
excursions ; it was alKo from St. Cloud that he usually set .off 
either to Milan, lo Vienne, Berlin, Tilsitt, Madrid, Dresden, 
t Moscow : during more than ten years, the destinies of the world 
were decided in the Cabinet of Saint Cloud. But Jhc wheel ol 
fortune is ever turning ; and at St. Cloud, in the same cabinet, 
in the very same chair, before the self-sanSe desk, which had 
been occupied by* the mighty Napoleon, we find Prince Schavart 
Zemberg sealed in 1814 ;* dnd the following year, Marshal 
Bluplier taking possession of the saint? apartment, and St. Cloud 
itself mad* the bead-quarters of the triumphant Austrian and 
Prussian troops \ 


.0.— DEPARTMENT OE CHE SEINE ET MARNE. 

& " • • 4 

This is an inland department (N.), composed of a part of the 
Ile-dc- France t . ami la Brie and Gatinais. 

Soil. — The undulating hjjls of this department are covered 
with line pasture and arablq lands ; and, i»the warmer situations, 
the blushiiig Vina is cultivated. 4 

Rivers.' — The JIame, Ourcq, Morin, Seine, Yonne, and 
Itoing, contribute to Ilia fertility of $etote ef Mamei # 
] / oRE^rs.-j I Jhat of Fontainbleau is the* principal; it covers 
1*24 a<#es. * * • ^ * * 

Mineral w*ter|. — T here Sre some mineral waters, but* no 
establiglvuent for the accom modation of visitors. • 

Remarkable persons^— Henry III., Louis XIII., and 
Amyof* 
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Religion. — Roman Catholic, dependent upon the bishop of 
Meaux. ’ The Protestant churches of this department depend 
upon the oonsistoria] church of Meaux : it likewise contains two 
Bible Societies, and two Protestant schools. 

This department is divided into live arrondissements : Mchin , 
Meaux , Fontftinbleau , Coulommiers , and Proving. 

The civ.il government depends upoli the Cour Rqyalc of Paris. 
It is comprised iu the first military division. 


CHIEF TOWNS. 

Mi.lun is ail ancient and ill-built town, on the banks of the 

a 

Seine. Its prison, and the products of the lt^jour of the prisoners , m 
are remarkable ; but Melun in itself presents no oBject of interest 
to arrest the steps of the traveller, although it is the capital of the 
department. The town \ divided into three parts ; one of which 
is called la CYt, and the inhabitants proverbially use the •proverb, 
Aprcs Meluti , Paris ! observing th^t Paris was nuilt in imitation 
of Mflun ! Melun lias been several tifdcs besieged, and bravely 
defended. Jfabcrt le Picux having jjgt possession of this town 
by a miracle, the walls having fallen down in consequence of bis 
prayers, made it his scat of *rgsidence, and his descendants, Ity- 
three hundrod years, honoured Melun with their presence. 

Melun carries^m a brisk trtyje in corn, wine, flBur, and cheese. 
It has, also, ^manufacture of printed cloths, tanneries, lime- 
kilns, See. # m • 

Long.d0 o 16' ; lat. 48*33'. Twelve leagues Southeast fram 
Paris ; five posts and a half. 

Fontainbleau.— Here every thingfbears the stamp of royalty. 
Saint Louis called this town his desert* his solitude ; and, indeed, 
the profound quiet which reigns in tho streets, may^ still bestow 
upon it the same title. The forest js beautiful and extensive : it 
'iccupies 24,424 acres. Res tin thus describes a— • 

ChaAps de Fonfcuneblefu, dflicieuz deserts, 

Qu'a scfcl remits Tameuz 11 cristal de vosonc^s, ’’ 

J'irai m’ensevelir ddfis vosgr^tes # profondes, 

Parmi vos noirs rochers, sons vos on^ragts verfa, 

Et solitaire ami des biches vaga Andes, 

Dansleur plus beau domaine, oulfcer l’uiureis. 
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Lu niaitre cnfin dd moi, sans soins et saps affaire, 

Dans un etroit enclos renfermant mes dcsirs, I 

Content do peu d’amis, d’une seule bergere 
Je mcttrai inon bonlicu a 1 'aimer, a lui plairc, 

Et mon arguuil peut-£tre, & chanter nos plaisirs. 

The* palace of Fontainbleau is a sujperb building, erected upon 
the designs of Primatiee. The galeric des cerfe has been rendered 
infamously celebrated, by the murder of Monacheldi , by the order 
of Christine, Queen of Sweden. It has been the spenc of many in- 
teresting events. About the middle ol“ the twelfth century there was 
mahon royale at this ])lace. In 1 1 00, Louis VII. replace^ it by a 
castle, w hich he called Foyfaine BlcawL It was a favourite residence 
of Philippe Augustus and Saint Louis. He founded an hospital 
within its precincts, which still exists. Louis XI. collected many 
hooks and manuscripts within its walls. Francis I. nearly recon- 
structed it, and greatly adorned it. Hehry II., Charles IX., and 
Ilenry III. continued these works; ?ntl Henry IV. made it his 
favourite residency. Henry III., Louis XIII., thcVlauphiir, son 
of Louis XIV., and many renowned individuals, werC born in this 
palace,* • The Grimd Condc died in it. Here, likewise, Louis XIV.* 
signed the revocation of the edict of Nantes; Louis XV. married 
Marie Leczinska ; Napoleon gave h;s hand to Marie Louise, of 
Austria ; jind here, too, he signed his abdication. The table is 
still shown upon which this important deed was* completed. 
This emperor greatly beautified the palace. Iff consists of six 
chateaux, joined together, which enclose five principal courts; in 
. the largest of these* that of the cour du cheval blunc , Napoleon 
addressed tiis soldiers on his final abdication. It is eneftsed by 
superb iron balustrades, 104^ feet long. The library, containing 
28,000 volumes, is placed in the chapel erected by Francis 1. 
The garden e is admirably aAanged. Several pieces of water are 
interspersed, whfbh greatly add to its beauty. In the centre is a 
spacious basin, called VEtang (the pqpd), abounding with carp of 
tan enormous size! * The waters of this pond, above the canal of 
the park, form several pretty cascades. Tjje park i S traversed by 
«this caiJrtfT^vhich was made b^IIeurv*lV. It % is bordered on 
cfjcli side by Jjpautiful avemufc of trees!* ,, 

FonUiinbleau wls afpoisted as the residence of the Pope, 
dining the sequestration (fi his temporal power'll Buonaparte. 
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ft carries on a good trade in presorted juniper-berries, grapes, 
fruits, soap, china, pottery, &c. 

Long. 0°20 / ; lat, 48° 24'. Fifteen leagues South-east of Paris. , 
Me a if x, Latinum Meldce , is agfeeably situated upon the Majne^ 
It is a pretty %nd ancient town, and contains many interesting 
monuments of antiquity. •The legends of the town attribute its ■ 
foundation to agpft before the Christian era* It was first called 
Jatinum. Pliny calls it Mpldce. Ck&ar speaks of it iu his Com- 
mentaries; an (Vityas Jicre lie constructed forty vessels, for his 
descent upon England. The Kbmgns, wherever thby 'established 
themsdves, supplanted the religion of the pruid ; and at Meaux 
they erected temples to Janus and Pirn on a. Soon after their 
erection, Saint Sainlin founded the first Christian church ; and 
Saint Faron erected the abbey of Farenthustiqfs, and that of 
Sainte-Croix , which to this day bears the name of its founder. 
•The episcopal palace, greeted on the designs of Le Noire , is a 
fine building. The Hotel f)ieu and the library are not extraordi- 
narily grand, although the latter contains many precious manu- 
scripts ; but its cjOh#dral is worth •examining. It is built on the 
9 ruins of the heathen temple, already mentioned, which was de- 
stroyed in the thirteenth century. TIf is a superb edifice : a fine 
statue of Bossuet adonis its interior. U pon one of tlnpateral d^ors 
of the church belonging to the arch i episcopal seminary, die arm* of 
Jean Bose, its founder, are to’ be seen. At fn*t it was destined 
to contain twenty-five blind persons, and ten children of the poor. 

• He is said ufliavc made his fortune, by purchasing com when it 
was chjjap, afid gelling jt under tlffe current price wlienjt was dear.# 
Long. East 34' 30" ; lat. 48° 57®97". Twelve leagues North- 
east of Paris . # 9 

Pro vi ns is divided by Voalizie , into the upper and lower town. 
The latter is less ancient than the former, and is by*far the most 
agreeable And handsome* Its streets are wide arid clean ; they 
are bordered by white liou&s, which have a cheerful appearance. 
The walks yi«its neighbourhood afe begufiful, and a mineral 
spring contributes no^^ little fp the gaiety of die .ty>w^ and of 
the visitor*, who resort tjpthe*-in search of pleasure, ^f not of 
health. The hoteLde v ale, and tlft tefinb of hibmt, are the only 
objects worth particularizing. Thil convent of the Cpjdeliers 
was made hgad-quarteis by Henry RT., when he got possession 
of the town. A vignercyi (vine-dresser) having pointed a cannon 



174 


TOPOGRAPHICAL HISTORY OF FRANCE. 


at the convent, the ball Ml in the apartment of the king, v(ho 
exclaimed, Ventre Saint Gris quel vigneron l The upper town 
' contains the church of Saint Quiriace , built fibout the tenth cen- 
tury, and is remarkable for the r boldness of its choir. The castle 
of the Counts of Champagne is still in existence v it is now a col- 
lege. It is presumed that Charlemagne here struck those pieces 
of money which b^e this •motto, — Castris Pruvinis. , The old 
tower, which commands thk town, js indifferently attributed to 
Clovis or Casar , but it is most likely that the flatter claims the 
honour, since the arms of the fown consist of a tower, with this 
motto, — Struxit me C<csare major. In the environs of Prdoms the 
red rose is much cultivated, for it is in much request by the per- 
fumers ; the inhabitants, also, make a great deal of conserve of 
roses, which is «an afticlc of commerce, as well as hay, tanned 
leathers, coarse stuffs, linsey-woolsey stuffs, See. 

Long. East 57' 28"; lat. 48° 33' 39"« Twenty-two leagued 
South-eaja of Paris. * 0 

Near Lagny there is a rock (30 feet high, and 160 wide, rising 
from a mountain. At one ’of its extremittes Jhcre is* a grotto, 
twcilty' feet deep, and twenty feet wide. A spring, descending* 
from the summit of the mountain, flows to the opening of the 
grptto, disappears for an instant, tlirti returns, and throws itself 
into a baft»in. When this water flowed more freely, ,it doubtless 
contributed to t he formation of this^wliimsical rock. At present, 
it petrifies only the most delicate fibres of plants, mosses, See., 
which form heaps of calcareous bodies, composed of very curious* 

• raiqi ficatupis. * * • • # 

It is indebted to one of its counts, Thibout, for much of its 
prosperity, although it is nt longer what it has been. He col- 
lected tliithpr clever artisans, from all parts of Europe— dyers, 
tanners, fullers, yool-cardfjrs, Sue. See. Frovins was, in the thir- 
teenth centufy, a place of so great renown for trade, that the 
merchants of Frapce, Lombardy, Gefioa, Flanders, Holland, and 
Germany, repaired thither with th(*riches^ Jnerchan<}ise known in 
those d#£J^ * «. ^ f 

* But in these its days of temporal ^osperity, its religious, or 

rather its sup&stitiqus, jbservfnces, wera many of them tincftired 
with Jjocntious profanation# f holy things. feast of asses,’ 1 

and the M feast of fools,” f/e re, in the fourteenth 'century, cele- 
brated with bacchanalian revels, even ip the bosom of the sairc- 
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iry. The feast of asses was solemnized thus:— The clioir 
ildren and the sub-deacons covered an ass with a large cape 
and conducted it ipto the church, followed by an immense nmn^ 
her of spectators. The following is a specimen of the s # onej 
which attended his entrance into the church : 

Un anetfort et beau 

Est arrive de l'ori&nt : ***** 

II ! lirp Ana ; hf^rhintrr ; 

HullOTouche rcchignez, 

Vous aurez d| foin assez, 

Et de l’avoine a plantr. 


The ass was tlien conducted to the altar, and there they sang — 
/.men, amen , Mister Ass , hi, hi, hi ! sing , Mr. Ass, hi, hi, hi ! 
My. Ass. Mass was then celebrated ; airtl ins|pad of the usual 
termination, “ He missa est” the officiating priest brayed three 
times, like a donkey, whom the people replied in the same har- 
monious sounds. • # 

This procession took place on Palm Sunday, in -the chapel of 
Saint Nicholas. % After the sermW Jhc ass was turned into the 
church-yard. 

The ceremonies of the feast of ftoTs are not known. Dancing 
has ever been a favourite fun usement in all pajts qf France^aml 
no where Jias it been more solemnly employed than«in ProRins. 
The sacred dance, if it be not profanation tc*apply the word to 
such a ceremony, the sacred dance of Saint Qniriacc was only 
abolished s# late as the year 17 JO. An ecclesiastical record 
states* that, ‘in* 1436, Jhe chaptef gave fourteen pintg of wine (in 
the church) during the dance tf the choir . The day of the 
nativity of the virgin, the perpetusjJ vicar of the church of Saint 
Quiriace, chose one of the prettiest girls in the town, arrayed in 
white, whom he conducted to the most conspicuous situation in 
the choir.* Having kissdft her, lie sang the antliefti, Ave Regina ; • 
after the anthem, ho toofc her By the hand, # and, dressed in his • 
cape, he lejL Jier upfthe aislp, and ‘at the fortal lie commenced 
the dance. • L , 

Severed other ffetes oLthis-same kind were'celebrated at P*o- 
yifls, but this expmpl^must suffte/ 
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SECTION VII. 

ANCIENT PROVINCE OF FLANDRE FRANCAKE, 

CONTAINING * 

’ .. » 

THE DEPARTMENT DU NORD. 



Pont Itoyul-d Lille. 1 

• C 

• Thjs is a #naritime find frontier department (N.), composed of 
the ancient provinces of French Hainault, French Flanders, and 
Cambrecis. • • • 

Soil. — Neajr the /ioast the spil is stony, or sandy ; and near the 


sea coast the down$, or dune#, present a melancholy asjpect; but 
' the interior of die department consists of a rich, fat earth. 

• Mountains. — The^liills of Uiis department, though very lofty, 

ait* not mountainous ; even* the elevltion apt which* A font Camel 
stands, wkigbtis 580 feet above the level oft^iie sea, and is of a 
cubical form, and from which jt is sai^En gland maybe dis- 
covered, is not a 9 taou#itaiy. V V # 

Maii^ws. — T hese have brfh drained tola grew extent. Near 
Hasebrouck there is a pond /mown by the name of Clair Marais , 
which has been formed from these marsh*. It is so deep a« to* 
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sdjiport on its surfdca floating islands* some of which contain a 
superficies of 600 feet, which can he moved at pleasure, and 
upon which graze tf number of cattle. 

Rivers. — T he navigable rivers of this department are die Sda* 
the Colmc , the*!#*, the Bottrre , the Lave , the Scarped nd the 
Sambre. # v 

Canals. — N ineteen canals, or branuh^lffals, intersect this de- 
partment. p 

Mines. — T his department contains iron mines and pit-coal, 
quarries of marble, chalk, ))0ttcrs , clhy, fossils, fk c. The mine of 
Antiche produces annually about 24.0,000 hectolitres of coal. 
Those of Anzin, of Fieux Condt , of Fresncs , &c., produce about 
2,830,000 hectolitres, and employ about ^000 workmen. The 
expanse of working an hectolitre is sixty- five centimes. 

Mineral waters. — T he mineral waters and mud of Saint 
Amaud are renowned ; former are used for affections of the 
liver, and, .the latter in paralytic or rheumatic maladies.* 

Learnjsd- Societies.— The department contains many learned 
societies, botanic^gardcns, schools for drawing, painting, \c. 

Remarkable Persons. — B ald\yiB Count of Flanders, after- 
wards Kmperor; Philippe de Commines , Froissard , Monstrrlet ; 
names which need no comment : Calonne , ministet of Louis Xiy . ; 
Jean Bart ,* and his son ; M&rtier, Duke of Treviso ; %oust, See. 

Religion i» Catholic, under the jurisdiction* of the Bishop of 
Cambrai. Tfce Protestants have a consist© rial church, consisting 
of three pastors, and divided intojhrfie sections; at LiUe , Quircy , 
and Falincourt .* Tliei$ are besides seven temples of houses oj* 
prayer , one Bible Society, four societies of evangelical missions, 
and at Dunkirk there are a few Quakers. There is’ also a Jewish 
synagogue at Lille. • • • 

This department is divided into six Xtrrondismmefs, viz.: lAlle , 
Avesne, Cambrai, Douai, Dunkerque, and Hazebrouck. 

Its civil govemmem depends upon the Copt Royale of Douai^ 
and' it is coiflpnsed iijj^ie sixteenth military division. 

^HIEF TOWNS. 

Lille. — The eftief <j(ty of this department is Situated on the 
rivers la DetlftHfad la Lye, in a ricsKand fertile soil. LUle is a 
*ery ancient*city, for it w as founded \.D. 1007, by Badouin IF. 
But it has even highef claims to antiquity than this ; for it is 

i 5 
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siitl that Julius Caesar buflt here the castle of Buc : it has b^en 
a theatre for manv sanguinary scenes, and has had many masters. ' 
\\;is formerly the capital of glanders, and was considered of 
•gnjil strength, its citadel is the first in Europe: it was the 
first crcvV*d by Vauban . « 

TJic Deiiu, which may be rather termed a canal than a river, 
lias its hanks jidoru&k W pretty country houses, one story high, 
surrounded by gardens, in whik.r/tiic poplars are forbidden to rise 
higher than the reeds, and the reeds myst not bvertop the cab- 
bages, because the cannon of tfic citadel so ordain it. In some 
instances these houses arc placed on four wheels, in flrder to 
facilitate their removal, \n case the convenience of the cannon 
should require it. All in Lille, in fact, hicathcs war— soldiers, 
cannon, drawbridges, &c. \c. Among the comforts of that class 
ol human kind, whose means compel jliem to be content with 
what tlicir means can afford, the Vinaigrette , a carriage of two’ 
wheels, drawn by a man, is, perhaps, the most Urikjng to a 
stranger. This ktnd of carriage is common in mafjf parts ol 
France, and is a great accommodation. * a 
Lnie*contains*a good library, a museum, the brhlge of l’Esplc- 
nade, a theatre, good baths, a botanic garden, a vegetable 
market, and»om*for beasts. Lille i^s father of an oval form, and 
the strcct^are almost all straight, wi^e, and so directed, that they 
receive the rays <Jf thd sun from the pawning tq tl^ closing of the 
day. The manner of living in this city reminds one of that in 
England. Tea or milk, coffee^ with slices (tastines) of bread 
* an >1,1 >uttcr* constitute the breakfast. Th* dinner consists, gene- 
rally, of a superfluity in quantity. Beer is the general beverage, 
though wine appears at the fable, and towards the middle of the 


repast is resgrted Jo, as well jis liqueurs. Coffee in the evening ; 
and as the dinnqj is early in the day ; it'is closed by a supper. 
The furniture is more convenient and useful than elegant, and 
the inhabitants pique themselves, nof onlyVipon the fineness, but 


the inhabitants pique themselves, nof onlyVipon the fiueii 
fipon the dazzling whiteness of th£r linen! • • 
Besides the manufactures of Jinen andytfotlis, .Lille ha 
Commerce in serges, camlets, tools’ of eimy description,' oil 
earthenware, Wiinat laqcs,' and paper. 1 They, environs ] 
uiany^Jtly grains, linseed, tobacco. \ ) 

It is the country of Ala/i de Lille. ' * 


(sloths, .Lille has much 
cy description,' oils, glass, 
1 Th ^environs produce 


Long. 0° 41'Ki"; lat. 50° 07' 50". Fifty-five leagues Norfh 
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*)/ Paris; thirty points by Saint QuSntin, and twenty-nine by 
Amiens. t 

Dunkirk is a large and commercial town, situated on the/ 
sea-coast : though most advantageously placed for trade, thyilW 
habitants admit that that is its principal advantage, siv^tf, as far 
as health is- concerned, it Is anything but desiraityey 'particularly 
in the summer, «Louis XIV. bought i^/rf Charles JI., of England, 
A.l). lf»f>2, and sqent im^fCTto^tlrns on its fortifications, which 
were, however,* lestrovrfu at the treaty of Utrecht. # Its principal 
manufactures are of starch, ropes; hollands, and glass. Fish, 
too, is very abundant, and very fine. 

The houses of Dunkirk are seldom ifbove one story high. The 
uniformity of their height, and their larjje windows, produce a 
very pleasing effect. Those houses, which arc devoted one story 
_ higher, are ornamented with an elegant front. The church of 
Saint Eloi is the only Remarkable building in the town ; its por- 
tal resem]}&s that of the Pantheon at Paris. The square Dau- 
phine is 11 long square, planted gn each si d£ with 'trees, in the 
middle of which is a bust of Jean flirt, so small and mean, as to 
be unworthy of this great man. .TJ,c port is* in fact,*a canal, 
which is only full at high tide. It is a quarter of a league from 
the sea, which, at low tidc^displays extensive •sands. Dunkirk 
has excellent anchorage ; die sailors of the place, whb have seen 
no other, say* the finest m the world. ‘Duflkirk was first in- 
habited by f^liermen ; hut so early as the twelfth century it had 
become so considerable, as to fij out a squadron, which success- 
fully attacked The piratical Normans, or Northmen. • • * 

The name of Dunkirk is thus accounted for. It is situated 
on fine downs (dunes) ; and on th£ spot whereat now stands was 
once a solitary church, which; in 4lie Flemish language, is ex- 
pressed by the word fierefc. The ramparts ai$ formed of sand, 
collected from the downs, and covered over by tur* which has the 
appearance of green wel vet. , # . 

Long. 0°*2*23"; jqf. 51° I' 11". Seventy-four leagues frofh 
Paris. 

JIont Cassel is a vepf pret’ty f^wq, built on a hill, from whifli 
there is one of the linen views in the world.* Lofting southward, 
the eye rangj&Jliver immense forestljLoccasionally interrupted by 
towns and villages; thirty- two of th& former are said to be dis- 
cernible from this lofty Situation, and more than one hundred of 
fhe latter. By turning round, the spectator enjoys an extensive 
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view of the ocean, general^, in this part of the world, thick^ 
v studded w ith vessels, of various si zes. Mont C assel is celebrated for 
\iaving been the witness, not onty to many military actions, in tlie 
plaitr at its bsise, but for having been, at three different and dis- 
tant perirJ.s, an object of warlike interest and ent&prize to three 
different kingfc France, of the naintfof Philippe. Philippe I. 
was defeated before *'1** M ;iijls, by Robert le Prison, A.D. 1071. 
Philippe de Valois defeated tlVe I'TSEThigs, A.D. 1328, and set the 
city on fire, ajid put all the inhabitants 1W the swftrd, in order to 
revenge the ironical legend, wliiAi the Flemings had painted on 
a standard, bearing, also, the effigy of a cock. 

c 

Quant ce coq chantr aura, , 

Lg roi, — Cassel conquerra.* 

v 

Philippe d’Orlcans gained a complete victory over the Prince 
of Orange, 1697, in the neighbourhood cfl^this town. 

Long. 0° 9' 9"; lat. 50° 47' 54". Sixty-three leagues North of 
Paris. » X' 

AuwENTifeRES. — This to^n ft not fortified* indeed it is almost 
too insignificant to mention, were it not for a fite du puys, called 
hermesse, or ducasse d’Armtnfitres, in which the chaffinch and 
its pillows ar^ th^ chief actors and obje«ts of attraction. Numbers 
of tnesc birds are trained witli the 'greatest care, and no small 
share of cruelty, frr they arc frequently blinded by their owners, 
that their song may not be interrupted by any external object. 
The point upon which* the amusement, the lioncAir, and the 
emolument ^rests, is, the number of times whicl^ a ‘bird will re- 
peat his song in a given time. • A day being fixed, the amateurs 
repair to the appointed place^each with his bird in a cage. The 
prize is then displayed, and the birds arc placed in a row. A 
bird-fancier notes flow many *times each bjrd sings, and another 
verifies his nolfcs. 9 In the year 1812, *a chaffinch repeated his 
song seven hundred times in onfe lioun Emulated by the songs 
each other, they strain theft* little % “ plum Id throqts^” as if con- 
scious th^t honour was to Tesult fjrom theijq^ertions. 

• Anncnti&res carries on a trad^c in cfewis, stockings, and 
siaipoises. *, • f y • 

Long. t O° 27'; lat. &0° $0'^ Fifty-four ^agues North of Paris. 

* When this cock shall have spng, 

5The king,— -Cassel shall have won. 
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Douay is a well* fortified town, seated on the river Scarpe. 
The ditches are large, but the walls are very simple, and only r 
furnishejL with a few demi-lun^s. Tn the fifth century, Doua^ 
was butja IJcmish castle, which St. Amand, two hundre^lSaft 
afterwards, enlarged ; since which period it has gv^aually be- 
come a plSce of importance, and has been frejr*eJilly taken and 
retaken a by the Neighbouring powers. ******* • 

Lawns, cambrics, sewlrfjfTnTC&U, laces, gauzes, camlets, and 
tapestry, xi? among ils manufactures; and sugar-refiners and 
manufactnVrs of glass bottles hafe, likewise, established marts 
within iteW-Ms. The soil around it is rich, and produces linseed. 


hops, and scvcraLgrains from which oil is expressed. 

Long. West 0°44^l7" ; lat. 50° 22' 12". Forty-nine leagues 
North of Paris. • * 

Cambray, anciently called Camerarum , is a beautiful city, 
seated on the Scheldt* . I^s cathedral is a fine building ; the spire 
of its bejfcy is remarkably elegant ; but in the ever-anemorable 
year, l7lJ3, it was stripped of tin; iron which* supported it, and it 
nc;\v threatens some day to fall. Ndar to this, before the revolu- 
tion, stood, tfie tomb of the veneray^Fenelon. * The great square 
has a fine effect. The town-hall is renowned for its chiming 
clock, and two figures, oilman and woman, ill a tnoorish ljxbit, 
who, with a great liammtr, strike Hie hour. These illustrious 
automatons arc called Martin et Martinet It "has become a pro- 
verbial que^ion throughout Flanders, when a person talks non- 
sense, or hylds forth irrational qpimons and maintains them, to 
enquire, whetRcr he has not beeiyto Cambray, in aMusion <o the 
possibility of his having received a blow on the head from the 
hammers of M. Martin and his \fife. The fortifications of this 
place were constructed under <he direction of*Vauban. 

The surrounding country is fertile* and produc^ linseed, hops, 
and grain of everyy descrip tioy. Its manufactures consist of, 
linen, cambric, lace/ thread, and typestry. , {There are, also, line 
anti extensivfe bleacluig grounds in its neighbourhood. Popula- 
tion, 13,880. . * 

JLong.*0° 53' 32" ; ^t. 50° 10^37". Forty-two leagues North 
of* Paris. 

Valenciennes, ap ancient, fiL^e, and considenfMc city, 
seated on tfie Scheldt, which divides m into two parts, is protected 
Iby a citadel and fortifications ; but it has. never recovered the 

• m 
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dreadful effects of the bombardment of 1793, .which lasted during 
•forty-three days, and which destroyed all the public edifices. 
Vome authors attribute the foundation of Valenciennqs to the 
Emj^LVor Valentinian. Its situation is, indeed, so bcauti&il, and 
so fertile, ili^t it is not at all unlikely that the Homans should 
make it the si ^ one of their cities. * It is very cerUTin that its 
archers, surnamed V '“Illinois, partook, with the -Roman 
legions, in the honours of man> ui inclrjeonquests. 

Its manufactures resemble those of (\mbray,*and that lacc 
which is called, par excellence, Valenciennes. 

Long. 1° 1 1' 40"; 1 at. 50° 21' 27". Fifty leagues Nortn-east 
by North of Paris. * , 

Bavay, though now a town of small importance, is, neverthe- 
less, the oldest in* the department. The remains of Roman edi- 
fices. which arc still to be seen, attest its occupation by that war- 
like people. In the time of Ciesar, Bavdy was but a heap of 
cottages, defended by mud walls, and surrounded ditch- 

Under the reign of Augustus it ^ecamc the capital of a province ; 
and Tiberius, when he cotfiinandcd in Gaul, made a solequi 
entry into Bavay ;*but this jpqgpcrity did not last long, for it was 
destroyed by the Huns, A.D. 385. In its vicinity arc the ruins 
of a 'circus, aifd those of an aqueduct* which passed under the 
Sainbre. fn 1790, a bronze tripod, bearing the effigies of 
Bacchus, was found in the river. *. 

Forty-seven leagues North-cast of Paris. 


SECTION VIII. 

ANCIENT PROVINCE QF ARTOISE CT BOULONNA1S, 

CONTAINING « 

THE DEPARTMENT ^I*PAS^E CaT.AIS. 

* , 

^This is a maritime depart/ne^t (N.), composed of Artois, ajid 
some former dependencies* of I^ower Picardie , the Boulonnais , the 
Calami hnd Ponthieu. 

Soil.— The soil is in gCneral excellent, though not every 
where equally fertile.- It consists, in som? parts, of a.culcarequs* 
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bottom, covered ■wytli a light layer* of earth. The rest is com- 
posed of a rich alluvial soil. t 9 

Mountains. — The department does not rank among the 
mountifnous countries of France. There arc many p 7 , :^Suaffy 
vising mils, fflit no mountains, properly speaking. ’* 

DowriA — These consist of extensive lands "along the coast, 
whiph change their appearance freoi’r.vtl}’, from the vast bodies 
of moveable sands, whipIfTfir&tfcn destruction to the cultivated 
lands in their vicinity/ 9 « 

Ports. —There are six sea pGrts in this department, viz. : 
Boulogne, Calais, Ambleteuse, Staples, Kimereux, and IFissant . 
The two former ° re alone navigable ior large vessels. 

Marshes.— The immense quantities j)f turf which are dug 
iram the marshos have transformed them into fionds. 

Hi vers.— This department is watered by a great number of 
livers. Seven of tlfcse^ though of small importance, are the 
Lijs; t hvj&carpc, the Canche , the Aa, the Ant hie , the Ternoue , 
and the Larve. 9 m 

.Canals.— The (Pepartment is intersected b^ the canals Saint 
timer, Neyf Fosses , Ardrcs , la Afyirfk, and la Busscc. 

Roads. — The department is traversed by thirteen royal roads, 
and by ten departmental riauls. 

Learned Societies, 8m .— At Arras , Montreuil , 'Saint Qmer , 
Boulogne , an*I Calais , ther»are societies of agriculture, commerce, 
and the art^and sciences. At Arras there is a royal society, for 
the encouragement of the sciences, letters, and the arts ; and a 
botanic gardeiT, &c. • 

Remarkable Persons. — Eustache de Saint Pierre , whose 
heroism is too well known to neecPany comment.* Suger, Abbot 
of Saint Denis , and Regent of France during theceign of Saint 
Louis; Lefebre, Preceptor to one -of tlie s<ws f f Francois 1. 

La Place ; and the' o Robespjerres ! S 

Religion is Catl/Ilic, under the jurisdiction of the Bishop of 
Arras. ■ The* Proteltants lit va a church at Lille, dependent 
upon the consistoritflAhurch of Arras: besides which J there aie 
three temples, or houfss of prayers.^ There are also two Biffie 
Societies in this department 

This depkrtnent is divided iflo six arrondisscmA it, viz. ; 
Arras, Saint Opier, Saint Pal , wfontreuil, Boulogne, and 
%ctkunc. 
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Its judicial government depends upon the Cour Royal of 
Douai , and it is comprised in the sixteenth military division. 

CHIEF TOWNS. 

^ Arras is t}ie capital ; it is seated on the side oi a mountain ; 
it is divided into two parts, tlye town and the city ; the former is 
subject to the Abbot of Sul,*! Vedast , and the hitter to the* Bishop 
of Arras. A strong wall and a large fqsse diyide the city from 
the town : they are both enclosed by high ramparts, and by 
double deep fosses, cut out of tne solid rock. These fortifications 
are, however, in many parts much neglected. The citadel was built 
by the celebrated Vanban , and, though small, it is considered one 
of the strongest in Frapce. It has received the name of la Halle 
Inutile, because being erected on the side of France, it can nea r 
defend the city* 

The ancient inhabitants of Arras were 0 so convinced of the 
great importance of their city, and so confident tluii.it never 
could be taken, that they had the presumption to place' over one 
of its gat£s the following inscription : — • # 

Quand les Fraugcds prendront Arras , • • 

Les souris mangeront les chpts. f 

Louis XIII., however, took Anm, on the 10th of August, 
1(540, and was content to leave the inscription standing, removing 
only the letter p from the word prendront. 

The great square, which is likewise a market-place, is sur- 
rjunded by a fine piazza. The town-house is situated in the 
lesser market. It has a high -tower, surmounted by a brazen 
lion, which serves, os a vane. 

In the middle of this market-place is the chapel of the Iloly 

Candle, wliicfi, according to tradition, was brought thither, by 

•% 0 * 
i j 

* * The capture of this place caused 

* hg got possession of it*, the Gauls Jn 
strong hold, which he, no* doubt, 

Roman fashion. 

«|. # When Ey Frenchmen Arras shall be taken, 

• Threats fry mice Shal»then be eaten. , 

By removing the p from W french word prendront , the words shall 
take would be translated into skill restore ; in English— I 
When Frencmnen Arras shall restore, 

The mice will then the cats devour. 


Caesar much trouble ; but when once 
vain attempted to drive him from this 
fi^tihed and, ) trengtlfcned after the 
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the Virgin, about .600 years ago, a# a time when Arras was 
afflicted by a sore disease. Whoever touched this candle was 
cured. The relic is kept in a silver shrine. The cathedral 
church of Notre Dame, which stands in the city, is a fine gothic, 
building fumdtthe clock contains a curious piece of mec.VAnism, 
representing, the passion of«our Saviour. ^ 

The abbey chinch of Arras is thfe greatest ornament of the 
place.* The steeple is remarkable for its beauty, and the seats of 
the canons are df admirable workmanship. The pulpit is formed 
in the shape of a tree, supported Uy two bears, sitting on their 
hind Ic^s, while several smaller ones are climbing up the tree. 
The whole of this curious piece of workmanship is of brass. 
The chimes execute many tunes. The city contains eleven 
parish churches, and a great many rcligfous houses, both for 
onks and nuns. It i§ from this town, where it was manufac- 
tured in great perfection, that the tapestry , or Arras , takes its 
name.. v* * 9 

Arras is ‘situated on the small river of Chainchron, that falls 
into the Scarp, abouf 100 paces belo\v the town, which it divides 
from the city. • • * 

Long. East 1° 56' ; lat. North 17'. Forty -four leagues 
North of Paris. # # # * « 

BethunCy'St. tenant , and fft. Omer , arc likewise in the depart- 
ment of the IJas de Calais ; Douay arid Bmulogne-sur-mer ; 
the latter, a very large sea-port town, with a fine harbour, and a 
mole for the safety of shipping, which, likewise, prevents its 
being choked up by the sands. *The town is dividqfi into # two* 
parts; the higher and lower town. 9 The lower town is inhabited, 
principally, by sailors and fishermen* though there are now many 
new houses built, which arc iqhabifed by strangers, who have 
made this part of France their home. . At the time that the ilk 
vasion of England wasyjontemplated, during the reign of Budna- 
parte, two large basins wefle constructed, in ^hich vessels were 
always afloat. • At tlm perioefc in question, fliese basins were stf 
thick set with cannoi^Jihat they were called cotes defer* yet it 
is said that the F rench^ Emperor never had any intention of in* 
vadihg England! Boulogne is 4nuch ^freqjuenUd by visitors, 
besides having a^reat number of English residents. The*q}mrch 
of Notre Dathe de^ Boulogne/ 4 , in the^town, is of great repute 
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among its Catholic inhabitants, the spot upon which it is built 
being pointed out by the Virgin herself. 

It was on a bright sunny evening, when not a cloud was to be 
nor a. breath of wind felt, that a small boat was seen 
advancing to the shore. Long before it approach ;d so' near that 
the spectators could discern its inmates, a bright star was seen, 
as of the presiding genius of the bark : at length the Virgin was 
discerned, and in her arms the infant Jesus, St. Peter rowing 
gently to the shore. The Virgin, upon landing, proceeded to 
the spot where the church now stands; and Peter, having 
removed the earth and placed a stone, the inhabitants immedi- 
ately comprehended that it was the Virgin’s pleasure the church 
should occupy that spot. 

Fish, salt, butter, and honey, are the chief articles of commerce 
at Boulogne. 

Long. West 0°45' 27"; lat. 50° 43' 31". Fifty-eight leagues 
North of Paris. ’* t 

We must- not emit mentioning the small town of Abduls, 
which is seated on the side, of 'a hill ; it is divided into two parts, 
the old" and ne v town. When Francis I. and Henry VlII. 
held their court and confcfentc at this place, the town being too 
sm,°ll to accommodate them and their suite, they covered the 
adjacent plain with numerous and splendid tents, so that it 
received the naim of the Plain of the Cloth of Gold. 

Long. West 0° 2 <5'; lat. 50° 48'. Sixty-two leagues West of 
Paris. 

«• At Boyaval, a small village in this department, there is a 
well not less than a hundred feet deep, which, for a fortnight or 
three weeks together, will be quite dry, and the waters will then 
return with so much abundance, as to form a considerable 
^stream in its environs. It is also singular that this rise and fall 
oftiie waters depends upon the north wiyd, so that the villagers 
are perfectly well acquainted with the pchods of its overflowing; 
'because, when the wind is cast^ w«3st, or squill, il.i$ more or less 
full; bujj when north, it is a dry well, ftjear this village, a little 
to the West, stands Agincourt,- so celebrated for the victory 
obtained by tbe Ejiglifh A.£f. 1415, over the unfortunate John 
of Fr^wce. * 

St. Omer. — The street} of St. Omer are wide, but the houses 
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are low ; and, generally speaking, ha^c a mean appearance ; they 
are built of grey or red bricks, some few of white stone. The * 
barracks^ which arc situated on the ramparts, are extensive and 
fine buildings. The church of Saint Dertin , which 
falling ij^to dscay, formerly belonged to the order of Saint Benet. ' 
In its days of splendour, no woman was permitted to enter 
within its walls^ieither were their'bones allowed a resting place 
witliin its sacred limits. The lords of the altar were lords of the 
soil: they wert; Exclusives. The cathedral is a gothic edifice, 
much admired. The Fauxbourg.du Haut-Pont affords a beau- 
tiful %alk for the inhabitants, and is, highly interesting to 
strangers : this walk is situated on the north side of the town, 
being flanked by the embankment of the canal. The adjacent 
lands are chiefly occupied by gardeners, iflliose Jittle domains are 
» intersected and watered by numerous canals, the greater part of 
which are navigably for small boats, which form necessary 
articles of^garden furniture to these island gardeners. # 

Among the domestic customs of the inhabitants, the following, 
which, *as far # as *our observation, and reading extends, we 
presume cannot be general in France : first, 4he strewing $and 
over the feilehen and hall floors* carrying water and mills in 
pails suspended to a yoke? and calling hot ro//*alwit the streets 
in the mo/ning, all of whijli are obviously English. • But there 
is another custom that h^s certainly some resemblance to the 
English statute fairs ; it is peculiar, it seems, to St. Omer. All 
the young Servant girls who iVant.places repair to the town on 
market days, and form themselves into circles, wijji their # faces 
outward, taking hold of each otlfcr by the hands : persons who 
w'ant servants walk round them, a«d make their choice, which is 
announced by their taking by jthe Jjand the girt wjiom they fix 
on as their future seitant, and leadijig her from Jhe circle, «^t. 
Omer, anciently Sitieux* is situated on the river Aa, in a marsnkj 
It produces grain, flqp;, hofses, and wool : its gmnufactures are in < 
cloths, .lingif and (u^ton : tfeere are also many sugar refiners ffi 
the town, and in itf jfeighbouniood many windmills ^pd water- 
mills for extracting vegetable* oils. 

Long. West 0° 5' 3" ; lat. 50° A 1 4 # 6". # Fjfty-ste leagues North 
of Paris. • ft • ## 

Calais, wtoicji was for two hundred years in the possession of the 
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English, has a citadel and a fortified harbours it is built in the 
form of a triangle, one side of which runs along the sea-shorc. 
The gate of Calais has been immortalized by the celebrated picture 
*M*| ‘'garth. The cathedral w as built by the English, subsequently 
to A.D. 1340. The streets are regularly built, in fellow bricks, 
which are for $he most part covered wftli lime and mortar, so as 
to resemble stone. The parish church contains a celebrated 
altar-piece, painted by Vandyke ; the ramparts of Calais form an 
agreeable promenade : it also contains a good citadel, an 
arsenal, public baths, and a superb garden and public rooms. 
Like other towns of France, it has its annual fairs, in January 
and July, for nine days eitch. 

Its commerce consists in salt, soap, brandy, claret, and Spanish 
wines ; and fishf particularly cod. It was from Calais, or. ihc 
7th of January, 178(1, that Blanchard accompanied by Dr. 4 - 
Jeffreys, commenced his daring exploit of crossing the Fas de 
Calais to Dover in a balloon: the boat in which he returned from 
Dover is still* presett ed in the Town Hall. It is more deservedly 
celebrated for the hcroismr of its six burgesses, who devojed 
themselves as willing victims to appease the wrath, of Edward 
III. of England: happily for them, they found a successful 
advocate in the heroic Philippa, quern' of the English monarch. 

Calais lias the reputation of n<*t witnessing one solitary 
political execution, during the horrors of the resolution, from 
1704 to 1798. In 1346 Edward III. of England, after his 
great victory at Cressy, reduced' Calais by famine: in 1558 the 
Duke of Gwise recaptured it by surprise. “In 1596 it was taken 
by assault by the Spaniards, under the Archduke Albert. 

Long. West ; lafe 50° 59' 31". Sixty-eight leagues 

North of Paris. Population 6,000 souls. 

><Bassaume is a fortified town ; and although Cambray , Vahn- 
« wiennes, and Saint Quentin , enjoy all the reputation of manu- 
t facturing the fine r cambrics and lawhs so Ynuch sought after by 
foreign countries, this small town Ms realty the honour ‘ of pro- 
ducing tty? finest cambrics. ' • * 

* At the^mouth of the Somme stands St./Vali.ery, on one side, 
#nd Ckotoy oa the^othar; In Aiis last place, the unfortunate and 
heroic # koan of Arc was confined in a dungeon previous to her 
being transferred to Rouen ; and near this pl ied, behind the 
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/west of Crcssy, .which is seen froln the high road between 
Boulogne and Montreuil, extends the plain of Cressy, immor- 
talised by the decisive combat between Edward of England and 
Philip of Valois : it was in this battle that the English Jfcrsk 
made use of cannon. Four great battles stand on record be- 
tween England and France, and by which this fine country has 
been completely^ the mercy of the conquerors viz., Poictiers, 
Agiireourt, Cressy, and Waterloo. Had the love of glory and 
dominion animated in all ages the British cabinet, the Euro- 
pean dominions of the English* crpwn would be next to those of 
Russia on the continent,— -for who coulcj have quarrelled with 
the victor’s share of the spoil ? 


SECTION IX. 

t 

ANCIENT PROVINCE OF I* I CARDIE, 

% 

. CONTAINING ' 

TUB itEPARTMENr OF SOMME. 

• 

This is a*maritime and frontier*department (N). It is com- 
posed of the ancient province of Picardie. * * * 

Soil.— The soil of this j|epartment is exceedingly Varied.' It 

is, however, rich, particularly about Marquenierre. Some parts 

are mavley ; some produce an ample supply of turf, which the 

inhabitants Bum instead of wood.. In the western parts there 

arc extensile forests. , * . 

^ * 

Rivers.— The principal of thBse are, the Avre , the Somme, 
the A ut hie, the Noye , the Celle , and the Bresleq the two former 
alone are navigable. 

Forests.— The fowfct of Crecy is # the most important as toils 
extent, and to the historical recollections connected with 

Quarries.— PicariieJ <*>ntaids some quajries of freestone; < 
and nepr Bo^logne-wr-mer 4 th^re*s a .quarry of grey marblf, 
which is very productive. 

Mineral Water^. — At Saint Christ thbre is £ mineral 
spring, of the same nature as fhofie of J^orgm and Aumgle ; 
they are considered highly efhcaotous in diseases of liver 
and spleen. « 

Learned S|cietie^ — There is, at Amiens , an Academy of 
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Sciences, of Agriculture, oi Commerce, of Belles Lettres and 
Arts : it also contains botanic gardens, foe. &c. 

Remarkable Persons. — The two Cardinals Pierre d* A illy 
? % id Alearain ; and many individuals of the families of Bonfflers , 

’ Ailly, M ailly, and Crequi, of whom it was proverbially said, tel 
nom, tels armes , tel cri , were natives of Picardie ; John Baliol , 
King of Scotland ; the geographers Duval .alyl Delisle ; the 
Marechial d * Entrees , General Foy, the two Lcvassenrs , the one, 
a celebrated player upon the violinccllo, the oilidr an engraver -, 
Pierre UHermite , Voitnre , foo\. foe. 

Religion. — Roman. Catholic, forming part of the diocese of 
A miens ; but the Protcsaants have a eonsistorial church at 
Amiens. 

This department is divided into five arrondissemens , \j,z. y 
Amiens, Abbeville , Voulcns, Peronne, Montdidier. Its civil * 
government depends upon the Cour Royal of Amiens ; it is com- 
prised in the fifteenth military division. r 

• <;• 

CIIIT.F TOWNS. 

. • ' 0 

y^MiENs, anciently Ambianum, is the chief city of IRis depart- 
ment situated upon the river Somme*. Tradition affirms, that 
Amiens was a flourishing city when Paris was but a castle : 
Louis XI. called it his "Little Venice , because the Somme forms 
so many canals, and intersects the neighbouring country in a 
\ cry advantageous, as well ajs very beautiful manner, for these 
canals turn pi any mills, which add considerably to the pleasing 
effect of their serpentine waters! 

Every year, on Abe night of„tlie first Tuesday in March, these 
canals are covered^ with gondolas, enlightened by flambeaux ; 
formerly, this ^ ceremony was one of actual sport , for it was 
^(fTsTiTuted as a chase of the swans, which ^iv^ id the canals. The 
i scene is very animated and pleasing}* 4s Weil as peaceable in 
tlfbse days, the swifns .being filmed fr^e possession pf the 
waters; w^iilc the inhabitants of Amiens, ^oung and old, of 
every station, as wfell as many strangers wljp resort to Amiens at 
this ^season to ^itnejs and 'paAake of this singular spectacle, 
glide gsjity and merrily alongtfhe canals, turning ihe night into 
day, by the light of their flambeaux, and disturbing it i silenge by 
their joyous songs and mutual greeting*. Tip cathedral of. 
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Amiens is a superb edifice, and was Irected in the year 1288, 
and is the only remains of any building in the city which has 
claims even to modern antiquity. The nave and the steeple are 
exceedingly fine ; it contains one Iiundred and twenty-six pillars, ^ 
lbrty-four of \thich are completely detached : those which sur- 
round the choir sound like a bell when struck ; one in particular, 
called Le Souorc £ pmits so intense ti sound at the smallest per- 
cussion, as to astonish every one. 

'flie church of f>t. # Gcrmaiu’s is likewise a very fine gothic build- 
ing; and that of the Celestins, *bujlt in 1732 after a design of 
Michelangelo Carestie, is deservedly celetyated for the majesty 
of its portal and its dome. At the extremity of the street de 
1* Aventura, there is a vast hydraulic machine, which distributes 
wate rf all the fountains of the city ; and hear the lierb-markct 
;crc is a belfry, in which a watch is stationed at night, who 
makes known the houfcby blowing a horn. In the parish of 
Saint t’irnii^ the dungeon^s shewn in which the saint that 
name was beheaded in the reign of Dioclesian# 

The celebrated jUolbert established* many of the manufactures 
*<'f this city, which now give employment to 20,4)00 of i ft inha- 
bitants. Cloths, velvets, satins, ribfions, stockings, soap, papei\ 
Vc., are among the most prSductive of these manufactures. % 
Long. W qpt 0° 2' 3" ; lat. 49^ 53' 43". Thirty-one leagues North 
of Paris. * * • • 

The little town of Do u lens, which is situated to the north of 
Amiens, was formerly a place of Considerable importance, but it 
is now only re'markable/br its double citadel, one of tl|p finest in 
Kn nee. # 

in the neighbourhood of Albert* another small* town in tlie 
same vicinity, is a subterraneous cavern, whifh is # about one 
hundred feet long by t\Aor three wide;.: it is pieregd in a ricl^ 
clayey soil, Containing anlpily substance. The # two lateral siSes 
of this cavern are ohi&njnfcd by petrifactions .of trees, plants, 
and reeds, wlpoh stand|like r<*vS| of 'pipes of different lengths, ' 
ramifications of varioui forms, round trunks of trees, sorqf erect, 
some slantidg, some ly^ig down, from which issue considerable • 
brandies; a great number of white Thetis ye yingfeed with these 
encrusted or petrified vegetable remains. A short distanef/rom 
the cavern, thetriier Albert falls in .a cascade of about forty feet, 
over a wall whicl|has been built to intercept its course; it has a 
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very pretty effect, resembling, at tlie distance of fifty feet, a 
sheet of silver, rather than falling water,' its descent being so 
perfectly smooth and uninterrupted. 

Peronne is a very ancient city; it was the residence of the 
first kings of the Merovingian race, and in its /orlrcss Charles 
the Simple passed the latter and melancholy days of his life, 
A.D. 929. * 

IIam is a small town, and remarkable only for its fortress, 
which has been frequently used as a state prfroh : it is indeed at 
present (1839) appropriated lo the same purpose, for it contains 
M. M. de Polignae and those of his colleagues who weiw not so 
fortunate as to make their escape from France in 1830. 

The round tower is one Hundred feet high, and one hundred 
feet in diameter likewise; its walls are thirty-six feet thick. 
The subterraneous halls of this fortress are surrounded 1>y duty 
geons, in which a man cannot stand upright ; and it is likewise 
in these caves that are found the irap-doors which open into 
those frightful ab dcs called oubliettes , from which no one c\ei 
issued alive. 

C’etoit ?i I’instant mime, b fureur infcruale 
Ou, berci' par l’espoir de voir changer son sort, 
o Ur prison nier passait sur la' trappe fatale, 

Qit’il s’abymait soudain, et recevait la mort. 

Abbeville, ancient name AbboCix villa , is a fine old town, 
exceedingly picturesque ; many of the houses a*? built upon a 
gothic plan. It contains a ^college, a foundling hospital, a 
thefitre, ah Hotel Dieu, all conducted ujion a most liberal plan : 
its cathedral is a fine gothic building, and its ramparts afford an 
agreeable promenade to the inhabitants. It has a celebrated 
manufactory for stuffs, which d-as established in the year 1667, 
is conducted at this time by the 4jscejulants of the family 
of Hecquet, who were the originqj (lo&nqers of this valuable 
* commercial establishment.' Its ^manufactures of .fine cloths, 
ropes, soap, serges, and camlets, are likewise excellent and* very 
f productive. 
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SECTION X. 


ANCIENT PROVINCE OF NORMANDY, 

% 

CONTAINING THE DEPARTMENTS OF SEINE INFEkIEURE, EURE, 

t 

CALVADOS, ORNE, lA MANCHE. 


1 . 1) EPARTM ENT OF SEINE (NFERIEURE. 

0 

* This is a maritime department (N.), fonued of a part of Haute 
Normandie and Perche. • 

So: ' Tbe soil- is a mixture of eh alt, sand, and clay. In the 
Tondisscmens of Havre and Yvetot , the earth is rich. Woods 
uid valleys surround Neufcliatel ; and around Rouen , the soil 
■mbraces aft the advantages and disadvantages which* are par- 
ially dispersed through the department 
Forests.— Th# most extensive forests are tlyose of Rauvfoy , 
Roumore, Bjrf tonne , Bray, Eu , Eauryf and Lyons. 

Coasts. — The departmeyt possesses seven seajiojts, between 
Treport to Havre , a distance of about thirty league*. THbse 
coasts present, from the sea,*a lofty line of. chqlk cliffs, varying 
in height from *50 to 750 fefct; and this line is only interrupted 
by the mouth jjf some river, forrping a small bay. Many fossil 
animals, and, fossil shells, not common to the Western Ocean, # 
are found in a bed of pdUcr’s earth, jiear the coast, at Seville and 
Havre ; indeed, these fossils belong to animal j found in the 
Indian and Chinese Seas. . * 

Rivers.— It is watered by tflirty-Seven small rivers, eight of 
which are tributary tl thXoccan. The* Seine aJbne'is navigable ‘ 
throughout its course\?t|ejtend» as far as Rouen, and vessels 
pf 200 tons burthen r\apTthus far. • • 4 

Ro’adsA— Several projects are on foot for establishing a com- 
munication between 6|vre and Rouen, and so to Pari^ either, 
l y canals or rail-roads. # • ♦ 

; There are but few mineral substaqpes it th% Seine Inftrieure , 
jfet mineral watels abound. Those of Forges are the mifiS fre- 
tiented: they* clnsist of^ three springs, named* la Royale,—fa 
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Reinette , — et la Cardinal e, because they were rmmftnended par- 
ticularly to Louis XIII., to his queen, and to the Cardinal de 
.Richelieu. 

Learnt: i) Societies. — Tlicsff are very numerous. 

"" TiE markable Persons. — Boulainvilliers , Bruigoy, translator 
of the Greek plays; the two Compiles, the historian Daniel 
Fontenelle , the famous Sctidery, and his sister V'ertot, the 
deputy Biguon, Levavossenr , Bernardin-de-8aint- Pierre, Sc^^c. 

Religion.— R oman Catholic, forming part of the diocese of 
Rouen. Tlnf Protestants have *two consistorial churches, upon 
which depend four pastors ; besides which, they have twtgity-six 
temples, sixteen Rible Societies, four Missionary Societies, two 
Societies of Religious Tracts, and eight schools. 

This departinent is divided into five arrondis. semens, viz., 
Rouen, Lc Havre , Dieppe , Yvetot , NeufchfitcV 

Its civil government depends upon thtf Cour Royale of Rouen : . 
it is comprised in the fifteenth military division. 

ryiE* towns. 

.Rouen. — T he capital isaoue of the largest, riches*,, most popu- 
Aous, and most commercial cities of prance : it is situated on the 
rigfe biinjf < 3 * the Seine, in a remarkably fine soil, and the walks 
in its vicinity are^beapti ful, particularly those of the'* Champ -de- 
Mars, the Boulevard ir, and the M6nt-Mboudet .• A number of 
islands in the Seine add much tg tlie beauty of th% view ; and a 
Juridge of boats, which riseS or.sinks with the tide, «and opens in 
the •middlf to admit vessels, •forms a vety picturesque object in 
the landscape : there is likewise a stone bridge lately constructed, 
for the bridge of boats was of no use for the passage of carriages, 
except at high tides ; and %hen* severe^frosts set in, it was dis- 
counted. 

The quay is very extensive, «and i| i rally lined by num- 
bers of vessels of*150 to 20# tons J>urtn#C / The Exchange, the 
Custom-House, the Hotel-de-Ville, are fine buil&flgs ;* hul the 
Rouses generally built of wood, the jstreets are p arrow and 
dirty, and produce, of cours^ no very pleasing impression ppon 
the eye of a strangtr. % ^ 

Tht* cathedral is deservedly celebrated for is beauty as well 
as its antiquity ; it was built A.D. 62, T The Jrand entrance is 
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flanked by two towers ; the one was erected by St Romain ; the 
• expence for constructing the other, which bears the whimsical 
name of Tpur-rle-beurre , was raised by the product arising from 
permissions granted to the more wealthy and epicurean part of 
the inhabitants^ the city, to eat butter in Lent ! It was in this 
tower that tjie celebrated toll, the largest in the world, was 
erected; it weighedj 0,000 lbs. ; it w&s converted iyto cannon in 
the year 1793. The founder of this bell died of joy on seeing 
its completion. It went by his name, that of Georgy d’Amboise, 
and round it was the following distich in gothic characters: — 

• 

Jr suis nommz George d'Afiboise, 

Qui bien irente -six-milk poise . 

Et celui qui bien me prsrra, . 

Qnarante mille trourera. 

’ The churches of Saint Maclou , Saint Vincent , and of Saint 
Over , are worthy of notice ; and a visit to the botanic gardens, 
which contain 3,000 kinds of plants 4 to the mu&um, the library, 
the schools of paintidg, botany, and chemistry, the society of 
commerce, and the two learned societies, will afford amjtlc 
amusement and instruction to the curious traveller. Rouen 
contains two theatres. Th8 ^square in which the iftifortunqjFe 
Joan of Arc was burnt is nyw made use of as a calf # market. 
There is, liowcvg-, a statue eyjcted to her memoir in one of the 
squares. In the neighbourhood of this city are the mineral 
waters of Saint Paul Rouen has -also a mint for coining 
money. Its manufactures, and the articles of its exports, and/>f 
its commerce with the interior, are too extensive to be enu- 
merated. Recently it has excelled ins the manufacture of cotton 
cloth, for near Rouen are some* of {he finest cottoy mills in 
France. ( ,V - # - # • 

Long, west* 1° 1 4' 1^, 49° 2§' 28". Thirty leagues north- 

west of Paris. 

HAVRE-oE-GnACE.-»V!'he anAeilt name «of this sea-port was 
Havre-de-Malhenrs, onVccount of the numerous shipvrecks 
which formerly took place in the mouth of the Seine : its Resent 
name Is derived from a chapel, with # a higl* tower, 4hlled Notre - 
Dame-de- Grace, probably from the cir Aim stance of its afToiiing 
a good beacon •toj vessels at sea. The view from this tower is 
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exceedingly beautiful anefextensive. It was founded by Louis 
XII. and fortified by Francis I. Havre carries on a brisk trade 
with Carthagena, Cadiz, Lisbon, 33 os ton, and Baltimore. The 
'j^ht-housc, de la flcve , stands at the entrance of the port, for the 
navigation of the mouth of the Seine is exceedingly difficult ; 
but this shall be particularly explained under the # artielc of,— 
llivers of Fra/ice. Its manufactures are earthenware, ropes^pd 
cordages. One of its principal imports is tobacco. 

The houses of Havre are well built of brtelf and stone *, the 
streets are wide and straight* its chief inhabitants are, however, 
sailors, sail makers, # aml ship carpenters, yet it has produced 
many distinguished diameters. 

Long, west 2° 13' 37" ; lat. 49° 29' 14". Fifty leagues West 
by North of Paris. 

11 a an. EUR, au ancient town of this department, which is 4. 
Saxon origin, if tradition be true ; sinqp its name is said to be 
derived .from two Saxon words, — htir-Jleot, (flot sq^e); because 
the Legarde, which passes through the city, and falls into the 
Seine, receives from that *river the bitter salt taste of the sea- 
water.' In its neighbourhood a spot of ground is pointed out as* 
having formerly been covered by the sea. Two iifimcii.se basins 
tlfj'ii constituted its port, defcndeddiy twenty -four magnificent 
towers, by bastions and a ditch, ^ the finest in France. This 
retreat of the sea happened about the fifteenth century, and the 
remains of the fortifications arc still visible : they are now three 
miles inland. On quitting H<rrfleur 9 the travellerthould visit the 
cattle of firchu, remarkable fbr the rivej wliicty springs from the 
high beach on which it stands; these waters cnerust whatever is 
thrown into them, with bright crystals. In the neighbourhood 
of Fescamp, tl;c birth-place^ of William the Conqueror, stands 
the village 4 of Eletot , vvliere two you^g girls were a few years 
ago crushed to Heath by the falling iftrctf tffe rocks on the beach : 
the following little poem is* so bio! §yj|oVy descriptive of this 
melancholy event, that the author hopesWe willjie pardoned foi 
its insertion, tliough certainly it is not nwessaiy. 

Le cal me aplan^sait les otules; 

^Igifbrarftes dg coup fatal, 

Seules, au bord des mers profondcs^ 

Elies admiraient leur cristal. 

* 
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* Calme trompcur 1 soudain*Torage, 

Porte ^ir les ailes dess vents, 

Vient ebranler le noir livage, 

Et confondre les elements. 

^)ii fuir, inuocentcs vie times ! 

Le jour a fait place a la nuit ; 

Sou£ leurs pieds s’ouvreqj mille abymes ; 

Unjrdb se fend, — les engloutit. • 

On the other tode of Fescamp, arc tlic remains of a fortress, 
standing on a perpendicular rode, the foot of which flows the 
sea : i# the middle of the sixteenth ccntuiy, it was the scene of 
the following daring exploit : — Fcscamp having fallen into the 
hands of the League, a man, of the name of Boisrost , resolved 
on rescuing this important place from its state oW thraldom. He 
persuaded fifty of his acquaintance to join him in this entcr- 
•prise, and in the sileneg of the night they approached the fortress 
by sea: Bcjsrose had a Ificnd in the garrison, who, ^t a given 
signal, lowered a cable, knotted at certain distances, which he 
had firmly fastened t9 the stanchcon bf one of the windows. One 
1 by one these fifty men mounted this dangerous dodder, Boibrost 
being the last; when, however, the* first man had reached about 
half way he made a halt, wearied by his ascent, and terrified at 
the perils pf his situation, lie declared he could advance no 
further. Boisrost , in despair, used threats and #o treaties in vain ; 
and at length, finding that terror had completely palsied the 
man’s powers? ancf fearing that the giorning would surprise and 
betray them,*hc pame tp the dangerous resolution of passing gver« 
the heads of forty-nine of his companions, who were thus fear- 
fully suspended ; on reaching the terror-stricken object who im- 
peded their, progress, he threa^ened^ to plunge # a dagger in his 
breast, and tumble lynp*ieadlong into the sea, if ljp did not im- 
mediately proceed. /Doalfl thus presenting itself on every *si do 
to the poor tremblnm, wretch, lie was fain to proceed ; and 
Boisrost^ and Jus dJbrfag companions, entered the citadel, put 
the garrison to theyword, and thus became masters of 
Fescamp .* • ' 

• One story always produces another^andlhe Sbov^narrativc recals 
the daring attempt of the slave Dames, at the siege of Alepp^fty the 
Saracens, A D. ^!8|. . Caled, and Abu Obeidah, who commanded the 
Saracen forces at tyis siege^ suddenly and craftily withdrew their forces 
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Dieppe is situated at tfte mouth of the Bethun> ; is is a line 
sea-port town, which carries on a considerable trade in herrings, . 
mackarel, and whiting fisheries: toys, and models in ivory, 
and lace, constitute, also, a part of its export trade. # It is said 
that the mariners of this port first crossed the tro]iic ; they disco- 
vered Guinea in 1305 ; and the inhabitants, likewise, claim the 
honour of haying discovered Canada. Few sea-ports of Franc.? 
suffered more during the long war, from*Fr93 to lHl^than 
Dieppe. • • 

Long. West 1°15' 31"; Jgt,“49° 53' 34". Forty-four leagues 
North of Paris. 

t 

2.— DEPARTMENT OF EURE. 

* 

This is a maritime department (N.W.), composed of a portiy^p* 
of ancient Normandie. , 

SoiL.«r-This is a fertile department ; the soil is composed, in 
many parts, of aafat, rich earth, producing excellent pasturage, 
and arable lands. The ckihate is too cold for the vine to attain 
perfection, but K is, nevertheless, cultivated in some parts. ' The* 
orchards are very fine. ’ * 

3WooDs.-*- r .Wiese are extensive f dnd productive. Those of 
Boullots*Pont de Larche, I. you, AJontfort, and Ev^eux, are the 
most remarkable* 

« • 

from the neighbourhood of Aleppo, -the more effectually io lull its inhabi- 
. tants into a false security, while Dames undertook, with Ihe assistance of 
thirty men* to capture tlie city. s 4 

“ At the darkest hour of the night he scaled the most accessible height, 
which he had ‘diligently surveyed; a place where the stones were less en- 
tire, or the slope Ipss perpendicular,. or the guard less vigilant. Seven of 
the stoutest Saracens mounted on each otheriEp shoulders, and the weight 
of this column of men was sustained on thl (ipuf and sinewy back of the 
gigantic slave. The foremost of this payifulrcynt could clasp and cling 
* to the lowest part of the battledients :£hey s!!%itw stabbed and cast down 
the sentinels ; and the tfiirty brethren, repeating the pIOus Ejaculation, 

1 Oh, Ajpostle of God, help and deliver us ! ’ fte re successively drawn up 
by the mng folds of their turbans. With bold and cautious footsteps 
Dhines explore i the palace ; ffoin thence he silently retreated 1 , and 
assauty'd, with his companions, the guards, let dosvn the drawbridge, 
and defended this narrow pass until Caled came tycir assistance.” 

— Gibbon's Roman History . 
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Mines and Quarries.—- These consist chiefly of iron mines, 
which are very abundant. There are, also, in this department, k 
quarries qf a particularly fine wtyite stone ; ami it possesses, like- 
wise, some fine mineral waters. • 

RemaukaAe Persons. — The two Poussins were natives of 
Eure. • 

“"^Religion. — Homan Catholic, dependent upon the Bishop of 
Evreux. 

This department is divided into five arrondis^eincnts, viz. : 
Evreux , Louviers , Bernay , Anclelat/s, and Pont Audemer. The 
judiciffl government depends upon the (Jour Royale of Rouen , 
and it is comprised in the fifteenth military division. 

CHIEF TOWNS. • 

Evreux is the capital. The towns of this department arc not 
very impoi^nt; indeed, the only object of interest in Evreux 
itself, is* tlje botanic garden, and its situation.. On the river Iton , 
in a beautiful valley* the castle, id itg environs culled Chateau de 
> Nntxirre r, is a magnificent building, of modem times, feinec its 
date is only ^086. It is erected Dn*the site of a very ancient 
building, which belonged «to the kings of Navay(\ The ^lks 
in the botanic gardens of Eheux , 'which are very fin<% arc claily 
improving* afford a pleasanf promenade to-the inhabitants. 

The manufactures of thfs town consist of cotton velvet, and 
ticking. It iflso dkrries on a trade in cloth and grain. 

Long. West If 1 V hit 49« 1' 30". Thirteen jh>s\b North, 
west of Paris. • 

Cracouville. — This village, one of the mqpt .ancient upon 
record in France, was founded by Crocus y King of the Vandals, 
who penetrated in to. Fiance in the fourth century, lie fixed his 
residence, for some timp, m the environs Of Evfeux, and tli^c he 
found the remains of 1 a Drgidicai temple, the female inhabitants 
of which had die poWf, in thgir patfelistical dances, of rendering^ 
themselves invisibleA Upon the appearance of the Vandal 
monarch, they vanished altogether, and their v&t and so\jd hah* 
tation offered a very excellent domicile for his troops, whose head 
quarters he established on this sped, fjracuumlle, it is_hardly 
necessary to jibterve, may be translated into town of t?racus. 
V^ould this have' been noticed, but from the circumstance, that, 
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.300 years later, a descendant of this king C.racus, founded the 
■ city of Cracoa, in Poland, which derives its name from the same ' 
monarch. The French call it Cracouvie. , 

Ivrv. — T he spot celebrated by the battle gained by Henry IV. 
over the leaguers, is still held in veneration. A pyramid conse- 
crates the remembrance of the victory* The ancient inscriptions 
have been defaced, but they are about to be {placed. . 

Bketluil. — T his little town is famous for its iron-works and 
cannon foundry, as well as for the beautiful forest, which extends 
from Conchc to Saint Martin, from north to south. The follow- 
ing legend, which is t said to be a true one, is all that l*an he 
found to interest the reader at Breteuil. 

In the first crusade of St. Louis to Palestine, he was accom- 
panied by a knight, (jailed Gilbert de Lombfon. After performing 
many clii\ alrous deeds, lie was unfortunately made prisoner, aqjfai 
detained for some years in a state of captivity. His lady, in the* 
mean time, had deplored his loss, ancf wept his deaths but grief, 
says the legend, qannot last for ever ; and time, that performs 
wonders, softened tlic lady’s heart, and, aftrt mycli consideration, 
she deigned to accept the hand of a neighbouring seigneur, of* 
considerable rank, and possessing much wealth. The guests 
wejg assembled ; the nobility, for many miles round Breteuil, 
graced tUc nuptial board ; jby ani^ festivity echoed jhrongh the 
castle of Lapaultirre , -when, suddenly, the doors of the hall were 
opened : a stranger, clad in a pilgrim’s habit, entered. His wan 
countenance ; his attenuated form ; his long an(f grisly beard ; 
,his pilgrim staff, six feet long,* supported, his steps ; and an iron 
chain clanked as he proceeded, slowly and majestically, to the 
head of the table. The guests and the lady, the attendants and 
servitors, seemed all spell-bound; silence pervaded the walls, 
which so lafely had resounded with the ntisq of mirth and jollity. 
ThcVitranger stacked forward, his e^es»fix^d on the bride: at 
length he reached the head Sf th^ talricjand there he stood, 
^gazing upon her, while, as if his «yes haly now fascinating 
power of the rattlesnake, the lady fixedlygazed on the extraor- 
dinary fccing before her. After a few moments had elapsed, he 
allowed his staff to drop^upfin Ms breast, while, extending his tight 
arm, he pointed, with the fare-finger of his left Mind, to a ring on 
the finger of his right. The lady shrieked, rose fi|ro* her seat, and, 
overcome by her emotion, would have fallen to the ground, had 
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not the pilgrim caught and supported\cr. The bridegroom rushed 
forward, but tlie pilgrim still supporting his lady with one arm, 
raised tlip other to heaven, and poured forth a thanksgiving, that 
he had not arrived too late to claim his wife. The recovery of th*> 
lady confirmed the assertions of the pilgrim, who briefly explained 
the circumstances of his •arrival in France; of the intelligence 
had Received hf Jris lady’s intended nuptials ; of the speed with 
which he had travelled, night and day, to prevent the completion 
of a ceremony, \vliieh would have consigned to misery more than 
one of the present company. .*Tl*e new-made bridegroom was 
compelled to submit to anterior claims, ajid the guests departed 
in amazement and haste. 

Louviers is a pretty little town, surrounded hy a deep ditch, 
and situated upon the Eure, in the middle of unfertile plain. It 
renowned for its manufacture of broad-cloths, which arc fine 
and soft; and, it is tyiid, that between three and four thousand 
piece? of tfofli are annually sent to the capital from, this small 
place. Another article, from which it derives#nuch profit, is fire- 
wood, c6llccted,in the neiglibourilig forest of Pont da V Arche, 
Immense quantities of this wood is floated down to Palis,* 1 from 
which the principal wood-market ifi flie capital is called l 1 1sle da 
Louvoi*. In the neighbourhood of Loumer , appleirecs alxguid. 
There are, several points view In this departmcnt«cclel)ratcd 
for the beauty^and extent of their prospect ; «moiig these, that 
called Mantagne das Amants, stands conspicuous. It derives its 
name from tffe following tragical event 

An old b&mhad a, daughter* of exquisite beauty, whoqi h* 
had promised in marriage to a certain knight, but the lady pre- 
ferred an esquire, of low degree. The father discovered the 


lovers in a tGte-k-t6te, in the neighbourhood.. His indignation 
and rage were, at first, *so great, that l^e was on thejmint of sacri- 
ficing them on the^spots * ■* 

Mais sa fflle il voitjes larmes; • 

La nature pari? h ifbn tour. • 

“ Vierts, ditil, marker ses charmcs. 

En lui donnant preuve d’amour. * 


Sans nul repos sur if montagne • 
•Porte l’objet de tes souflaits : 

ce prix elle est ta compagne, 
Oil, tu la^erdras pour jamais.” 

K 5 



202 TOPOGRAPHICAL HISTORY OF FRANCE. 

’ r 

The lover immediately raised the lady in his arms, &nd took the 
road to the mountain. 

C’est en vain, hefos! qu'il espcirc: 

Dcja ses pas sont ohancelants. 

Genicvre, en accusant son pure, 

Fixe 6ur lui des yeux clufnnants. 

• 

■ “ Ah ! dit Badouin, ce regard teta^e 
M’a fait oublier tous mes maux, 

Et dans mes sens a su repandre 
Un feu plus dojix que le repos.” 

Que la sommet cst haut encore ! 

Et Baudotfin est faiblc et inourant. 

Leg pleurs de celle qu’il adore 
JBaignent son front p&le et brdlant: 

“ Le premier baiser de ta bouche 
Peut seul eloigner mon trepa^”— 

II le reyoit — au but il tou'che, 

Eyombe expirant dans scs bras. 

* 

The lady died of grief, and the old baron, in despair, erected an . 
hermitage on the mountain, Y'hcrc he ended his day.;* 

This department is rich in forests and iron-mines. Near 
Qufilelxnuf there is a yew-trep, wliitfi measures twenty-one feet 
in circumference. It supports the choir of the church, that stands 
at the hack of it*, and which would', in fact, soon fall into the 
ravine below, if it was not for this friendly tree. It was planted 
on the grave of a person of distinction, whose tomb is still pointed 
out. On liie road to llarfieu near a mill, tlicr£ is a willow, the 
trunk of which measures nine feet in diameter, and rises thirty- 
one feet before any branches spring from it. Its whole height, 
from the ground, is lifty-sixdcet. * 

3. - DEPARTMENT OF CALVADOS. 

This is a maritime department (N.E.)^ormed of a part of 
i/aute <yid Basse •Normandie, 

$01 l. — The ^oil of the plains is composed of an argilaceous, 
calcareous earth, fn tfie neighbourhood of Virf sand predomi- 
nates. The vegetable soil reposes upon e^ciyeous stone; 
schisms, or granite. Calvados somewhat resembles La Vandep, 
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for it has it ibocages ; and its sandes , Sr heaths ; and some marshy 
lands, which might*be easily drained. t 

Mountains. — The most elevated hills of the department form 
a part of the granitic chain, which separate the basin of the Loire # 
from that ofHhe Seine. The highest of these is called Mont ' 
Pinion ; it rises 1,398 feat above the plain. In the arrondisse- 
ment of FaLaise; tj>e rock of Saint Quentin forms a long chain, 
which appears fdhnerly to have enclosed a valley, *in which was a 
lake. This ro6k*is at present, however, rent asunder, and a 
stream flows, by which the waters jof the lake have* escaped. 

Coftsro, Rocks, and Harbours, — Between Hvnfleur and 
IHae, the cliffs rise to the height of 150 to 700 feet These cliffs 
are composed, principally, of a strong clayey soil, intermingled 
with beds of pyrites, calcareous and silicious ^tones. The sea 
,Jias washed away the lower parts, leaving their summits hanging, 

• in many places, over ^ie deep. From Dive to S seuille, the coasts 
are bordewd sandy dcto ns. Besides the rocks of Calvados, 
which givje their name to the department, jjnd whicli are only 
seen at how water, extending five*leagues, there arc many others, 
dangerous to the inexpeiicnced navigator. There arc nine ports 
or harbours"; those of Honllcur, (Jafti, and Courseulles, are the 
principal. • m 

Rivers.— The Arne, Toiicque , ifae, and Seulle , thc*ebief 

rivers in this department. I'he Aure Supevieurf and the Dromme , 
two small streams, are lost in the Fosses du Souci ; and another 
narrow but dkep stream disappears in a basin, six feet wide only, 
and thirty lftng. At £insy there is a stream, or rather, perhaps 
it sliould be called the bed of a streamlet, since tlfe capricious 
nymph that presides over it, sometimes disappears for years to- 
gether; then suddenly she raises her reed-crowned head, and 
from her urn pours forth the liquid. Waters, which rabidly increase, 
until the neighbouring# valley is overflown, penetrating the Itouses, | 
stables, &c. ; rising sometimes £o high, and so instantaneously, 
as to <tyown # the cattle, while theif owners, giving the word of^ 
alarm, Vitoirc , flee from its overwhelming effects, watching in 
terror its •destructive advances. The period of its height is tyi- 
certain ; but, it should seem, that after a day or two it begiys to 
subside. It tl^n flows through it* small ted mr a few days; 
then as siH|jtlelily disappears entirely. There is also if pond, 
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called Noire Mar re, at Ern&s , which fills and overflbws at irre- 
gular periods, Hooding the country adjaecrft, and then is sud- 
denly absorbed. 

Mines and Quarries. — Some iron-mines, of an inferior 
* quality, are found in Calvados ; and there are quarries of granite, 
lime-stone, marble of different colours, *whetstone, bog; earth, 8ec. 

Learned Societies, &e« — There is a Royal Academy qL 
Sciences, of Arts and Belles Lcttrcs, of Agricukure, ComnTcrce, 
Medicine, *ce. & c. Caen, also, possesses a Cabinet of natural 
history, physic, anatomy, and chemistry. M. Caumont, founder 
of the Antiguaires de. Normandie , has recently received prmis- 
sion to place, at his awn expense, several monuments, each bear- 
ing a brass tablet, with an inscription, describing the event they 
arc designed to commemorate. The first stone has been placed 
at Formigny, where the battle was fought, in 1450, which de- 
livered Normandie from the yoke of England. 

Remarkable Persons. — Boisrobertf who assisted fyichelieu in 
his writings the brothers Boivin ; Alain Chauticr , the orator and 
poet, a very remarkably ugljr man, who* when asleep, was 
honoured* with a Jviss by Margaret of Scotland* who replied* to 
the smile of her courtiers, • I* kiss the mouth which* every day 
pronounces y;cji beautiful and exquisite language;” Dubois; 
Du namely Dumesmil ; Laplmr, thd Greek scholar; Tanneyuy ; 
Lefebre , father of ^ladP 1 **- Dacier; Malherbe , the poet; General 
Morin ; Peru Porte, a Jesuit, who was the preceptor of Voltaire ; 
the geometrician Variynon ; William the Conqueror f &c. &c. 
r Religion.— Roman Catbolio, forming jpart of tile diocese of 
Bay dux. r l he Protestants hawe a consistorial church at Caen , to 
which eight pastors are attached. 

This department is divided into six arrondissements, \iz. : 
Caen, Ray mb, Pont l 'Evtqde, 'Ltcieux, k'alaise , and llonfleur. 
Its judicial aftmiViistration* depends upoq thp Cour.Royale of 
Caen , and it is comprised in thc'fourtfenth military division. 

CHIEF TOWNS. 

t 

V 

Caen is the principal town $f this department. It is situated 
on the Orne am? thi OAon, tin a beautiful and qptensive valley. 
Although Caen itself can hardly he termed wejent, yet the 



DEPARTMENT OF CALVADOS. * 205 

# I 

ground on which- it stands appears to have been the site of a 
Roman city, since, in the year 1783, several medals, hearing the 1 1 
effigy of the Antoninc, were foiled at the depth of fourteen feet ; 
and, what is more remarkable, many chestnut-trees, converted,* 
the greater part of them, into turfs. Caen, however, possesses no 
records previous to the tfcnth century, as the following distich 
seems to prove, wi tch bears date 1000. 

• • Encor cst Caen Bans chatel 
N’y avait fuit#nur ni quesncl. 

• 

Its castle was built by William the Conqueror. Its walls, 
though of immense thickness, could not resist the violent and de- 
termined attacks of the “heroes” of 1703, when this ancient 
building was completely demolished. # 

^ The form of Cam is that of a horse-shoe. It is surrounded by 
walls, flanked by towqys, with platforms. The houses are high, 
and built *f Stone, and tlib principal street is long, and presents 
an animated scene. Its chief public buildings are, -the Hotel dc 
Ville, tine Palace of* Justice, a college, (formerly an university,) 
and its museum. The octagonal pyramid of Suint Pierte is very 
curious: if *is 228 lect high, and*pferccd on all sides hy open- 
ings, in the form of stirs. ■ Although this huildiiifpu betwcea six 
and seven hundred years jSld, it* appears to have escaped the 
ravages of time, as well as those of man. There are four fine 
squares in the*city ; that of Louis XIV. is considered the most 
beautiful in ftll Normandy. It* contains two enclosures; the one 
formed by *stone seajs, and the other by rows oj lime-treq^. 
There arc, also, many fine walks ill its vicinity ; and the bndges 
over the Ome and Odon facilitate Jhe communication from one 
part of the city to the other. The tomb of Queen Matilda, wife 
of the Conqueror, is pointed out in # one of its cturehes. Its 
botanic gardens contain *three thousand plan!#, and its-fublic , 
library, thirty-seven thousand volumes. 

,'Caen^ carries on a trade in fine ‘cloths, thread lace, saddles, 
leather, oysters, and horses. The fair, which is held oi^the Sun- 
day after Low-Sunday, is one of the gayest add most important 
in France. The women of thi* plhce # are c^pbrated for .the 
clearness of tl^eir complexion, and the beauty of thcixlorm. 
Near the litt^p village of Allemagne , situated about a mile and a 
I^alf to the south of Cage, there are fine quarries of white stone 
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(pierres blanches), which are very easily cut. A short time ago, 
u 'a fossil crocodile was found in these quarries. 

Long. West 2° 41'; lat. 40° J,l # . Fifty-three leagues North- 
-west of Paris. 

Bay lux is situated on the Aure, about two leagues from the 
sea. It is a very ancient town, said f to have been founded by 
Julius Ctv&ar; ,but there are feome authors, wlt^'not content withr 
assigning to it this portion of antiquity, farther affirm, that it 
owes its origin to Belus //., King of Babylon ! * It is not sur- 
prising that there should be nv remains of any of its very ancient 
buildings, since few towns have suffered more from the ravages 
of war. 

In 1753, several urns were found, containing ashes and human 
bones. Its cathedral is a gothic building, dedicated to the Virgin. 
The portal and three belfries, which belong to it, are objects qj* 
curiosity. It is in this cathedral that the celebrated tapestry, de- 
nominated, o/* Bayeux , is kept. Its length is one 'hundred and 
thirty-two feet ; its? breadth, seven and a half. M I had,” says 
Dr. Ducarel, “ the satisfaction of seeing that* fatuous piece of fur- 
niture* which, with great exactness, though in barbarous needle - 
imrk, represents the history ot Harold, King of England ; and 
of William, of Normandy ; front the embassy of the former 
to Duke William, at the command of Edward the Cqnfessor, to 
his overthrow and death, at the bustle fought near Hastings. 
The ground of this piece of work is a white linen cloth, or canvas. 
The figure of men, horses, Ktc., are in their proper colours, worked 
ir the manner of the samplers, ih worsted, <and of a style not un- 
like what we sec upon the chifia and Japan ware ; those of the 
men, particularly, being without the least symmetry or proportion. 
There is a small border, which rugs at the top and the bottom of 
the tapestry ; yith several. figures of meif, beasts, flowers, and 
» even ffibles, wliicfi have nothing to do*wkh the history, but are 
^rnere ornaments. ^At the end of every^articular scene, there is a 
tree, by way of distinction ; and fiver several of dtl^e principal 
figures, %?re are inscriptions, but many of them obliterated. It 
isaannually hung up on St. John's day, and goes round the nave 
of the church, it 4:011 tinfies eight days ; and at all other 

times jj^is carefully kept ldbked up in a strong •wainscot press, 
in a chapel on the south side of the cathedral, ^dedicated to 
Thomas a Becket. By tradition it is Vailed, Duke William V 
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toilet, and i& said jLo be the work of ifatilda, his queen, and the 
ladies of her court, after he had obtained the crown of England.”* - 
Mr. Struct, in his “ Complete View of the Dresses and Habits of 
the People of England,” affirms, that it is the work of half a cen- « 
tury later thdh the time of the Conqueror. 

There was formerly a relic, called la chasuble de Saint Regno- 
krt, preserved in «a small ivory Co fire, that was kept in the 
sacri&ty. Upon*this casket there was a plate of silver, bearing 
an Arabian inscription, from which it was supposed that it was 
taken from the Saracens, by .Cileries Martel, at the battle of 
luurnf but it is no longer in existence. , 

Bayeux carries on a brisk trade in thread lace, butter, cotton 
velvet, iron ware, hemp, oxen and sheep, aud mail) bulbous 
flower-roots, jonquils in particular. • 

Long. West 3° 2' 11" ; lat. 49° 16' f>4". Sixty leagues West 
by North of Paris. # 

V ire ifti a "considerable town, in the department of Calvados , 
and is* renowned for its cloth {rude, and its numerous paper 
manufactories, which are in much Estimation. It is the land of 
the* Troubadours of the north ; for so early as* the fifteenth cen- 
tury, the ballads, of one poet in pirflcular, Olivier Basselicr , ac- 
quired such renown, that, ^ for leagues round, mg livelj^and 
piquant syng received tlie^ name* of Val de Vi re, whfch, in the 
plural, Vaux, ^ave rise to {Jie modem woitl, Vaudeville . 

A fine aqueduct, which conveys water to every part of the city, 
and supplies 9 the numerous fountains, which contribute not a 
little to the beauty qf the city ,* as well as comfort to thp in- 
habitants. 4 

Vire has sustained many sicge% by the French, the English, 
and the Iluguonots, whom tradition and histqry rejport to have 
committed a. thousand cruelties in this town: sqmucli so, that 
the word Huguonot wnas* sufficient to inspire the greatesrferror. 
In 1668, the inhabitants bfeing threatened with an invasion from 
the Priyce o£ Orange, the Iluguonots made some little move- 
ment in its vicinity, the Virois took the alarm, and the following 
trifling misunderstanding produced the most fatal consequences. 
One Sunday, after vespers, a Ljftmnese»(a gal<p) having had a 

• • > 

* Anglo* Nqj man Antiquities, by Dr. Ducarel, p. 79, and Appendix, 

„. 2 . 
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slight quarrel with one of the townfolk, a jvoman, recognizing 
• him as a stranger, exclaimed, “ It is a Huguenot.” A man im- 
mediately threw a stone at him; the confusion became general ; 
^persons of every rank, sex, and age, armed themselves ; the 
streets were barricaded, the tocsin sounded, the alarm spread on 
all sides, many lives were lost, and tlifl Duke of Guise, who was 
at A/mfon, fled with precipitation to Paris. ft*iriay well- be t saicT 
that “ the mother of mischief is no bigger tlrnp a midge’s egg.” 

The host, which was found in p tlic ruins of the church of Notre 
Daino, after its destruction by the Iluguonots, has been kept in 
the tabernacle, with the greatest care, for the last two hundred 
years ; and once a year it is exhibited to the people, at the feast 
of Easter. 

Long. West 2? 45' 50" ; lat. 48° 50' 16". 

Falaise is the birth-place of William the Conqueror. It bj* 
no other fact to immortalize it. About - two leagues from the 
city is a iqountain, which, split asunder, forms a roimtfitic gorge, 
called the Devil's JCreach. On, one of its summits stood a yew- 
tree, of prodigious size, which had been an 'object of admiration 
for centuries to tile neighbouring inhabitants, until the gigantic 
spirit of destruction stalked forth, during the French revolution, 
waging warf*rfwt only against every lulman relic of former times, 
but even Against the venerable remains of beautiful nature. In 
17JK1, this magnificent tree, which had stood the rage of conflict- 
ing elements for some hundreds of years, and raised its head in 
defiance of the storm, fell beneath the axe of the revolutionary 
t we^lers oUll things formerly revered. * 

Long. West 2° 35' ; lat. 48*° 54'. 


—DEPARTMENT OF ORNE. 

* * . . 

This is an inland department (N.W.), comprising a portion of 
\he old provinces of N&cmanHic and Perche. , 9 t 

SoiL.-jThe aspect of the country is not mountainous, but it is 
intersected by many lofty heights, which arc, in some parts, 
covered with w<^l ; # in fltln?rs, they afford rich pasture land, fend 
a smalj^proportion is devoted to agriculture. The soil is, in some 
places, stony, and produces many valuable kinds of pebbles. 

Mountains. — These are composed of ^primitive rock. 
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Forests#— A large proportion of*this department is covered 
with woods and fofests, to an extent of 12,0 00 acres of land.. 
The orchards of Normandie are famous for their apples. 

Rivers. — T he Orne, Mayenne , Sarthe , Eure , Dive, Louque, , 
Charenton , aftd the I ton, water this fertile department. 

Mines and QuARRiEs.r-Thesc consist chiefly of iron mines, 
^hich are productive, the average* annual product being about 
5,000 tons of calt iron, and about 3,000 of wrought iron. The 
quarries of gnfnifb arc profitably worked, and the rock crystal 
found in them is highly appreciated. There are some mineral 
springe, but it is in the south that these chmfly abound. Saltpetre 
is found in large quantities in the neighbourhood of Argentan . 
Potter’s clay and brick earth are abundant, and manganese near 
SfiEZ. # 

Mineral Waters. — T here are mineral waters at Fosgcs and 
. ?iint Barthelmi. 

Remarkable Person#. — Catinat , Meegeray , Fontenelle , and 
Viltedicu. f 

Reunion. — R oman Catholic,* dependent upon the Bishop of 
• Setfz. * . * ■ 

This department is divided inUPfiflir arrtmdissanens , , Alenqrn , 
Dow front, Argentan , and. Mortayne. The judiqi^govenqpenl 
depends upon the Cour Roigile of Corn, and it is composed in the 
fourteenth military division. 

CHIEF JTOW'NS. 

• 

Alen^on is agreeably situated in the middle of a vast plain, 
fertile iu every description of graifl and fruits,* af an equal dis- 
tance between the forests of E mutes and Pcfseigne , being pro- 
tected from the western \*inds by a portion of 4hat land djgpomi- 
nated antediluvian, and vaMedsbutte de Chaumon , the highest 1 
land in Normandy. Alen^on is# well buik, of a moderate** 
extent, •and*tdlcrably well peopled. The rivers Sarthe and La 
Briante , at tlieir junction, form an island of the convent of St. 
Clajr. The castle is in a stale of ruyi, but its park still* presents 
many agreeable walks. The cliur<jh of Stf LMmard is remark- 
able for its antiquity, as well as the Hbtel Dieu , wl5Sh was 
erected by the inhabitants. Near the village of La Barre there 
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is found very line sand, intermingled with star stoncj and shells, 
which are only found in the seas of the Soifth. The pavement 
of the streets of Alen^on is composed of a kind of ulabaster. Its 
manufactures consist of jewelfery, cloth, buckram, and lace, 
particularly that kind called point d'Almfon , — this lace is of 
such extreme beauty, that a pair of truffles has been known to 
cost fi,«00 francs. * „ • 

Until the reign of Louis XIV., France was indebted to Venice, 
Genoa, Flanders, and England, for this luxurious article of dress. 
Colbert, to whom France is so greatly indebted for the introduc- 
tion of many of her manufactures, prevailed on a workwoman of 
the name of Gilbert , and originally of Alen^on, who had settled 
in Italy, and excelled in this kind of work, to return to her 
native town, advancing to her the sum of 50,000 crowns, in order 
to enable her to set up a frame. Madame Gilbert , encouraged 
by this liberality, assembled round her a number of women and 
girls, taught them to work the point dr. Venisc , and sl jeceded in 
producing some very fine specimens : with these she hastened to 
Paris, and Colbert , delighted with her sujeess, persuaded the 
king to announce to his court, that lie had established a manu- 
facture of lace point, which rivalled that of Venice. * ' 

Tjie pathos were accordingly displayed on crimson velvet; 
and 'Loui^was so much pleased witft them, that he sent a hand- 
some present to Af adauw Gilbert ; besides which, his majesty had 
no sooner left the apartment, than {he table was°cleared by the 
ladies, and the enriched inanufacturcss returned In triumph to 
Aleiq-on, where she soon realised a large fortune, enriching her 
couiiiry at the same time. The diamonds of Alm^on, a species 
of crystal fouud iu the quarries of la Hertue and Pont Perie , were 
formerly plentiful and muefi celebrated, but are now of little 
value ; they 'resembled, most likely, the Bristol stone : its iron 
milieu in the vicinity, are a more profiurtils concern, and the Nor- 
man horses have long been celebrated for their spirit and fleetness. 

»•> Long. West 2° Id'; lat. 48° 25' ty’. Forty-five Jeagues North 
by West of Paris. 

'Domp&ont is built upon a steep rock, split asunder towards 
the west, between which fk)W| a little river, called the Varennc. 
The environs ol^thfs place tare almost equally » intersected by 
forestsftnountains, brush wood, and small streams, .which iu the 
winter become rivers. Some pear and apple trees are to be seen ; 
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but the vine, which was said to flourish here formerly, is no 
longer visible : red partridges abound in this neighbourhood. 

Auukntan is seated on high ground, not far from the banks of 
the Orne*: its streets are wide, and the houses regularly built : f 
its castle, flunked by ten towers, is gothic, and of great anti- ’ 
quity. The numerous remains of Roman monuments likewise 
attest, that Argentgui has, for centuries, been entitled to the 
notice o'f travellers. In 1621, Margaret of Lorraine died here ; 
her tomb is stiM Reserved, and looked upon with veneration, for 
she is reported to have performed many miracles, both before and 
after Jier death. In the neighbourhood of this town is the 
small village of Rye, the native place of tfie historian MezeraL 
The forests of the department of the Orne are numerous and 
beautiful ; they occupy, indeed, 120,000 acres of land. 


, DEPARTMENT OF LA MANCHE. 

This department is maritime % (N.\V.), composed, in part, of 
liasse-Nonmndjf . * 

Soil. —'J£hc soil is covered partly with fufze and brambles, 
and partly arable *, it rests upon beds of schistus and calcareous 
substance, and this on granite. Many marshes IRfeupy a%targe 
portion of.the department. « 1 

Coasts, PgR'rs, &c.— fhe coasts are 'generally bordered by 
lofty cliffs, at the # foot of which are extensive sands, fceven sea- 
ports are scattered along this long and sinuous coast, and several 
forts defend it against foreign invasion, while uymy pfyar;*s, 
or lighthouses, point out the dangers arising from the stormy, 
rocky coasts, and the fury of the winds and wares* 

Mines.— Silver, copper, irgn^hyul, and ujercu^y, are said to 
be found in, this dejlhrtinent, but those of iron* and lead are 
alone worked. Quafries of marble, granite, red anu*grey; • 
slates, free 6tones, potter’s tday, <5cc.^ are also ajnong the treasures^* 
of La Manphe. 9 

Learned Societies, &c.— -Societies of Agriculture, Commerce, 
Philharmbny, &c., Jardin des Plantes, &o. » * 

Remarkable Persons.— Gentraf Ayvilfa Abbi de Beawais , 
Blondel , Dacief , Dresmrt , author of*tbe collection of triai«ycallcd 
Causes CUebres ,* .Cardinal Perron , Lebrun , third Consul of the 
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Republic ; Saint Eiyremonh, Admiral Tow-mils, &c?; Le Brun , 
- Tour mile, Htv. 

Religion. — Roman Catholiq ; it forms part of the /liocese of 
^ Con lances. At Chcfrcsne , and at Cherbourg , the Protestants have 
churches for the service of their religion. h 

This department is divided into -five arrmdissemens , viz., 
Saint LA, Contances , Avrariehcs , M or tain, Valoyncs. Its civil 
government depends upon the Corn- Royale of 'Cam : it is" com- 
prised in the fourteenth military division. 

CHIEF TOWNS. 0 

St. Lo is the chief town in this department : it is situated on 
the Vise, and its principal modern attraction is the theatre, 
which is a fine building. The ruins of its ancient fortifications 
are cut out of a very steep rock, and the remains of its oV 
bridge stamp it with some portion of anti [uity. It possesses a 
few manufactures in cloths, stuffs, galloons, thread, and. serges. 
The former inhabitants pf this, part of Normandy werti exceed- 
ingly renowned for their superstitious credulity in signs pud 
omens, though not more so^ than the present inhalants of the 
south of England ; and what is curious, the signs and omens are 
in nLny respects the same. A circle round the moon foretold 
sickness; lights, or fires, in the aiij wars. If the wind were 
north on Palm Sunday, apples would be scarce ; ; .f it rained on 
the life to of St. M^dore, it would rain during foijty successive 
days; thirteen persons at table was considered so v ominous of 
dqatV, as tet interdict that precise number of guests ; the howling 
of a dog presaged misfortune ; if a chattering magpie were heard 
near the house ctf a sick perse n, it foretold death; and ghosts and 
spectres wen; seem daily by sonic one or other. They held many 
curious festivals ; t their marriages were celebrated with peculiar 
► ceremonies, and much rustic festivity. Conjhgal infidelity was 
, A a crime of so black a die, e and waS visited with such severe 
punishment when it did occur, tliht it was scarcely to be heard 
of in thie part of the world. One f6te peculiar to Normandy 
stHl remains ; it is called, la file des paroisses. After dinner, at 
the*sound of th^pgrisk bell, Spvery family quits its habitation, 
and niches slowly to the f place of assembling; they then 
repair to the church and hear prayers; after which' they congre- 
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gate in tlnf church-yard, and there*, upon the graves of their 
ancestors, they embrace and congratulate each other upon their 
prosperous circumstances, or condole with each other upon their 
misfortunes; thus sighs and smiles, tears and laughter, are alter- , 
natcly mingltd at these extraordinary meetings; meetings which, 
at their commencement, ace deeply interesting, but which seldom 
terminate in the'spicit in which they arc commenced. After the 
first dffervesccnc^ of feeling has subsided, different groupes are 
formed, and mtlicli gossip ensues. At length, they form them- 
selves into a large circle, and jftit; festivity commences. Many 
savoury dishes are produced, among wliiclj eels form a favourite 
mess; and cyder, strong and delicious, exhilarate their spirits. 
But this happy day must close as well as all others, and dearest 
friends must part. Then comes adieus aud tears, drinking and 
laughter, — one more cup, — another succeeds; the wives are 
• impatient, the men tipsy, the children tired ; some mount their 
horses, ufM jf&ain descent! ; an unfortunate recollection occurs, 
old grievances are brouglrt back for discussion, blows succeed to 
compliments; the (Alps are broken, the seats are transformed 
1 intft weapons of offence and defence ; the* women J cry, the 
children scream, the men fight, aft (lithe dogs bark. The reign 
of discord must, however, have its termination ; ecrjil^natiops are 
admitted, # and having rc-arranged their disordered toilets, they 
separate good friends ; and, by the light of t.he stars, regain, as 
best they may* their liuinbfe dwellings. The manner of hiring 
domestics at® the lairs of Saint* Claire and la Madaleine again 
recals the statute fairs of England, and is an interesting proof of 
the peopling of this part of L'rancfe by the ancient Britons. * 

The farmers’ wives, accompanied by the ; r husbands, all 
arrayed in their best attire, form a large cortege, and repair to an 
extensive field in the neighbourhood of the to>yns, Saint Lo, 
Chaumont, and Danvoif. There are assembled a nu..itfer of 
itinerant musicians and gypsies, eager to confer all manner of 
goo.d fortune # upon those wk> can* best .afford to pay for it. A 
number of cyder casks are placed along one side of^ the field 
under the shade of a hedge-row of willows anft hazels j, here the 
serving men arrange themselves, land a^thejr quaff the delicious 
and exhilarating beverage, they appear as happy, as gay, and 
unconcerned as if they were masters of the universe. Ah ! how 
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much happier are they than if the golden roumfr of royalty 
. .encircled their brows. Theirs are days of lio^e unembittered by 
fear. Here the farming man scientifically flourishes^ his flail, 
% the coachman cracks his whip, the shepherd boy is there with 
' his crook, his dog, and his flute ; in short, they tfll bear some 
insignia of their oflice and pretensions* In another part of the 
field, are young girls with nosegays in their ^arfds,— these have, 
never yet been to sendee; there , stands a group %of middle-bged 
matrons, who boast of their skill in rearing hhfldren, and are 
candidates for the situations of nhrses, ( bonnes ) ; a little further 
on is a more elegant^ assemblage, composed of young wmen 
skilled in the art of adorning tbe persons of the more wealthy 
part of their fair countrywomen, and anxious to obtain the im- 
portant post of fepime-de-chambre ; in short, persons of every age 
and occupation, men and women, boys and girls, all equally 
zealous and perfect in their several callings, may be here hiiefT 
at wages of every denomination. • • I 

Saint Lo lias begn several times besieged, and ha^ suffered 
many reverses of fortune. . Eilward III. «f England; in his 
descent upon Normandy, was the first to disturb a long suc- 
cession of prosperity, which* uft til very lately, was nevfer restored. 
In 1J46 Ed^jmd burnt the city of Carentan, and abandoned it 
to pillage, 40 revenge the murder of * three Norman lords whom 
Philippc-le-Bel liqjl beheaded, and caused their heads to be 
placed on {he gates of the town, because they had "embraced the 
cause of the English monarch.- Edward tlfen proceeded to 
St. Lo, which he gave up to pillage likewise, and* afterwards 
burnt*. From this period, untM the year 1562, the city, which 
had risen froin it$ ashes, was constantly taken and retaken: the 
last siege it sustained was by the Calvinists, who captured and 
pillaged it : the Bishop of Cohtances was made prisoner, and led 
A througiwihe city feated upon an ass , 9 with Jiis head turned 
k towards its tail, which he held iif his bund, and having upon his 
Tiead a paper mitre! * • 

Long. West 3° 28' ; lat North 49° 7'. Sixty-eight leagues 
W^st from Paris. • • 

V^loones. — This^litye towf derives its name from its situa- 
tion : seated Si a valley ^ and, from its occupying the site of 

a Roman city called Longues, the two words joiyed together 
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compose its present name. Some regains of Longues are still 
to be seen. The ctfstle of Valognes, as it now stands, displays*, 
traces of its antiquity, the walls being in many parts composed 
of the old 'Roman structure. In® 1 695 several excavations were t 
made in its neighbourhood, and baths were discovered; and so * 
far in perfection, as to distinguish easily the apartments de- 
signed for tlie cofd bjjith, the warm hath, and the sweating bath. 
There* was likewise discovered an amphitheatie* 204 feet in 
diameter; the (ttcllestra was visible, but the scene was so in 
ruins, as to defy all traces of its form or arrangement. 

Valqgnes has a manufactory for cloths, and a tannery. 

Long. West 3° 53' ; lat. 49° 22'. 

Av ran cues is a small town founded by the Romans, called 
by them Arbor ica, on account of the forests in itj neighbourhood. 
The white sandy beach is ten leagues in extent, which is 
.eo&wftd every day by the sea. Tn 1605 this awful element made 
such drcifttyuUinroads, that it inundated the country for several 
miles, ‘ cfarrying away every thing that opposed its. fury. The 
cathedral, Which wa* a very sufterh building, founded 1090, 
•completed in 113ft, and repaired and beautified just before the 
revolution, \fas very extensive and Imposing, and appeared as if 
it would defy the encroachments of time and th^javagjs of 
man; but in 7792 its sacred walls were entered by t^e spoiler, 
the small narrow house of the dead, tlie lgaden coffin, was 
eagerly draggdfi from its silent resting place, for tlie purpose of 
converting tli# sulfcn metal into bullets ; but the columns which 
supported tlie choir being disturbed at their foundation, sunk, 
and the centre of gravity of the* ponderous roof Ceing thus 
disturbed, it fell with a tremendous crash, buryng in its ruins 
the sacrilegious profaners and bold invaders of the sacred edifice. 

It was in this cathedral that llSnfjy II. of England, and the 
legates of Ropp Alexander III., held their conference resetting 
the murder of Thomas-k*Beckftt. The stone is still shewn 
before the church upon whiah the 9 penitent monarch knelt to 
receive absolution, after taking an oath that he had neither 
ordered nor wished for the death of the archbishop, though lg; 
admitted, that he was 

dent expression* - , 

Long. West 3°41 / 51 /, ; lat. 48° 41' 21". Sevent^four 
leagues West of Paris. • 


innocently accessory to it, by his imjyru- 
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Munt St. M/chel. 

About three leagues from A\ ranches, stands the Mont Saint 
Michel, on the beach at some distance from the shore. This 
beach slopes* here so gradually* its to leave a a ast extent of flat 
sands at low water; at which time, St. Michel has the appear- 
ance of an immense rock, jisjng suddenly from a level plain, to 
the great height of f>34 feet; while, at other times, it is a rocky 
islaAVl surr# fouled by the waters of jhe ocean, round which float 
boats ancf vessels of various description. The sea* generally 
advances slowly oil the flow of the. tide, depositing in various 
parts a rich clayey soil, to which is given the name of listen; the 
plain of sands is likewise called Salines de PAvranvkin, salt 
lr irthes offrAvranchiu, because, in the fine season, the inhabi- 
tants, by removing lightly the reeds with a vake, and drawing it 
into heaps, ofrtath a good supply of salt, which is deposited by 
the sea. 'Hie mountain is • seldom approached by curious 
travellers except <it low water, and tlipn it is very necessary to ' 
► have a* guide, as the clayey jjarts are so soft, that men and 
horses, and even* carriages, sometimes sink to a considerable 
depth, if they unfortunately cross one of these dangerous places. 
A carriage is the gafest conveyance. 

•Mont<St. Michel is a quarter of a league in circumference: 
before Christian^y had%pread*its benign influence over France, 
thir .vjfantain was consecrated to Belenus, one oT the four great 
deities which the Gauls adored ; it was then* called Mountain 



DEPARTMENT OF LA |KANCHE. • 217 

of Belenus it was ;nhabited # by nine druid esses, the eldest of 
" whom gave the oracular responses, and the others sold, at a higjv>* 
price, arrows*, which had the powpr of calming the waves of the 
sea, and appeasing the storm. Their palace was called Mmt- 
Jou , meaning, in the Celtic language, elevated mountain ; after- 
wards Mont Tuwba , or maintain of the tomb , from its form ; but 
in the year 708 it ^vas consecrated by St. Aubert, Bishop of 
Avranchcs, and # 8qjlicated to Saint Michel. In the year 1004, 
the foundation of the church, wfyicli is now standing, was laid ; 
he also founded a monastery there. The ascent to the abbey 
was by # a stair, hewn in the rock, which leiMikewise to the castle. 

A subterraneous chapel contained all the precious treasures of 
the church, which were immense. The cloisters were con- 
structed of the finest marble, and enclosed with windows of won- 
de*fjrl beauty. The abbey contained a library of many books 
and previous manuscripts. The vaulted hall was the largest 
apartmcjitin ^France. B*y a winding staircase, the. pilgrims 
ascended frpm the great tower «>f the uhufch, to the clock, 
where they engraved* their name. A pilgrimage to this .rock 
was of cqutj celebrity as one to St. # Jago df Compostella in 
Spain, or even to Jerusalem. Louis VII., Philippe Auguste, 
St. Louis, and Francis I., all # visited these rocks in'tlijf-charflJter 
of pilgrims. At the foot of the rock is a small tovAi, which 
formerly carried on a great trade in images, mfdals, &e., which 
the inhabitants soltf to the pilgrims. Its reputation intivil his- 
tory is no less renowned, and far more interesting. St. Michel 
was very early fortified in a regular way ; towers ai*tl bastioiy 
rose on every side, and vast sums were expended in erecting 
battlements, and every means of defence : the ^vslrs, however, 
between the English and the Duk$s pf Britannf destroyed these 
buildings almost as sooil as they were erected, byt it nevertheless 
was never Captured ; eVen when.every other part of Normandy 
submitted to the English, tlfis rock remained independent ; and, 
in the year Id k3, on the 6th of J une, it was defended by a man 
called d’Etouville, and 119 knights, against 20,0,00 English, well 
armed, and'provided with many warlike engines. They erected 
considerable batteries against foe (alls, andoh^i even madd a 
breach in them,* when they were repulsed so vigorously bjhflle 
knights, that they retreated, leaving 2,000 of their dead upon the 
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sands. There are, it is said, two warlike engines, charged with 
’ "granite halls, now at the entrance of the gate, which were left 
behind at this memorable siege, and which are preserved as 
monuments of the defeat of the English. 

Cherbourg is situated at the northern extremity of the 
peninsula Cotentin, at the mouths offhe little ijivers .Divette and 
Frottebec, at . the bottom ol a bay in the ’form of a . crescent. 
The sea of this bay, which is the finest in^ France, is at low 
water from * twenty-five to thirty feet deep, and the bottom is 
good ; the winds, however, blowing mostly from the west, fill the 
ports of la Manche with sand, shingles, and other deftris : to 
remedy this evil, at Cherbourg, a sort of mole has been erected 
at the entrance, consisting of eighteen cones, the intervals 
between which tre filled up by stone embankments ; tliis dyke is 
raised several feet above low water mark, though it is covered by 
the sea at full tides, but not to a suiFiciont depth to ft ships 
of tlic live to pass over it. Cherbourg is the only port .in the 
channel capable or receiving .vessels of war of the first class, of 
which it will contain 500. * It is well defendcyl by tlie fort de 
Querqueville on the west, pnd on the east by the isle Pclee. 

It is in the neighbourhood of Cherbourg they east much of 
that glass- Vnicli is polished and converted into plates and look- 
ing glasses at Paris: it lias also at, manufacture of, cloth, and 
furnishes much butter and beef to the capital, ^his department 
is intersected by many streams: it is mountainous, and possesses 
birge forests. 

s IiO, 7'alognes, and Cherbourg, have lately acquired much 
interest. At St Lo, Charles the Tenth received a visit from three 
of his nobles, who destroyed all his hopes of a rising in his 
favour; at Yalogpes lie tooktlc$.ve of his faithful guards; and at 
Cherbourg lit embarked *for England^ leaving his throne and 
his kingdom to Louis Philippe. a 
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‘ •SECTION XI. 

ANCIENT province of buEtagne, * 

CONTAINING THE DEPARTMENTS OF FINISTERRE, COTES DU NORD, 
MORBIHAN, ILLE ET VILAINE, LOIRE INFfiRIEURE. 


•DEP^R'l'MENT OF FINISTERRE. 

This is a maritime department. (N.W.) It consists of a part 
of Bassp-Brttayne. . • 

Soil#— T he soil is very varied ; sandy ajong the coast, poor 
and gravelly in the mountains. 

Mountains. — The chain of hills which intersect this depart- 
ment scarcely deserve the name of mountains, though their base is 
granitic : that called the mountain d'Arrie is the principal. 

• Ctffo Ports, ant^ Islands. — The coast of this department 
is partly whfehefl by the channel, and partly by the oceaji ; it ex- 
tends’ 150 leagues; it is in generqj elevated, formed of barren 
rocks. Eleven se g-pofts, the principal of which are, viz. Brest, 
0 Morthix , Roscoff, Landemcau , Quimper , Perrtpoule, Crrmjou, 
Cmquet, an d *Dauamencz . The islands are numerous: those of 
Ouessant , Bas , Sein, &c. Ac c. •• 

Forests.— These occupy ^Mt a small portion of the territory. 
They are principally situated jn the arrondissement of Chatcaulin. 

Rivers. — T he navigable rivers are, the Aulne , the Ehen, and 
the Odet. Th# canal of Nantes to Bnest passes from Chnteaulin 
to Carhaix. * u . * • . # 

Remarkable Persons.— General Moreau , Albert le Grand , 
the historians and Jesuits Bowjeant ftnd Hardouin , -the famous 

critic Frtron , Acc. Acc. . * 

• • • • • 

Religion.— Roman Catholic, forming part of the diocese jof 
Quimper . • • 

This department is divid#d into five arrondi^semens, viz. : — 
Quimper, 9 Morlg,ix, Manche , Qhateaulin , Quimperle. # Its civil 
government depends upon the Cour Royale of ^ Rennes, % It is 
comprised iirthe thirteenth military division. 

chief town» 

Quimper, or 9 Quimper Corentin , is a large town, though not 
very beautiful in its appe&Atnce. It is very ancient, being men- 
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tioned by Caesar, under tbe name i>f Curiosolitum. Its surname 
Corentin , is derived from its first bishop, who was thus called, 
lit was at this place that the circumstance occurred of the stick 
filled with gold, so well related by Cervantes, and so amusingly 
decided before the tribunal of Sancho Panza. In the year 1345, 
this city was burnt to the ground by Charles de Blois. 

Fish are here very abundaht, particularly Sardines, or pilchards. 
Brest, which is the ancient Brivantes , is # situated upon the 
side of a mountain, on the Atlantic Ocean. Its two principal 
streets, the rue Roy ale, and the rue Siam , begin and finish on the 
same level *, but so uneven is the ground, that in passii% mid- 
way from the one to the other, it is necessary to ascend by a stair 
of one hundred steps. Indeed the communication between most 
of the streets is hy steep and dangerous steps. . The Museum of 
Natural History is rich in curiosities and the productions ofmpst 
parts of the world. The Cimetiire , or thcJmiying-groujtil^^T^aid' 
out in long walks, planted on each side by fine trees, Interspersed 
with grass-plots, and breathing perfumes from the- numerous 
flowers which, on every side, meet the gazer’* eye, aiid scatter 
their odours upoh the air ; On descending from this beautiful 
spot, by a long descent, the imilding appropriated to the gallcy- 
slafts prejehts itself. It is large # and commodiously arranged 
for its unfortunate and guilty inmatps. , 

This port is considered inferior ty. that of Toulon , being long 
and narrow, and the quays are too much crowded by workshops 
and magazines ; but this io unavoidable, for the rock itself is 
qlo$c upon the back of these buildings, and prevents their being 
otherwise placed. Brest is an immense depot for naval stores of 
every description *, and tha> port contains many vessels bearing 
names interesting to French m # ei\: among these, P Ocean, though 
disarmed and dismasted, .is pointed out toth pride by the sailors, 
who generally conclude the recitation of tlicf numerous engage- 
ments in which .it has tak$n a part, by relating the following 
curious anecdote. The servant t>f an officer oi* tymrtf having 
had the* misfortune to drop some money, belonging to his master, 
Into tlif actual ocean, was seized with such terror at* the idea of 
incurring his master’s angel, that he took shelter in tli h urn 
wM: finite allegorical figurJ of P Ocean holds udder its arm, and 
there remained concealed during three days. . , 

At the entrance of the port stands l& Mature, the place where 
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the vessels sure, in the courselof twenty minutes, masted or dis- 
masted, by an ingenious contrivance of the engineer Petit.. 
Brest was a place of some consequence in the time of ^«e 
Romans, who' built here a castle. It has undergone many 
vicissitudes ; *and it owes its present celebrity to Cardinal Riche- 
lieu, “ at all times great when he was not vindictive.” In 1631, 
he cleared the basin, and brought into it twenty ships, which he 
had purchased ip Holland. Colbert, to \Wiom France is likewise 
so greatly indebted, invited thither carpenters from Holland, 
smiths from Sweden, ropemaker^frpm Hamburgh, l5antzick, and 
Riga ;*and, at length, Admiral Beaufort took his place in this 
roadstead, at the head of sixty ships of the line. 

The port of Brest is closed by an immense chain, which is 
drawn level with the water, every night, from sijn-set to sun-rise. 
On every side arc 'batteries, mounted with cannon, mortars, &c., 
. wiufeL; protect the fleet and vessels from the attack of an enemy. 

Long^* T es»6° 47' 30" • lat. 48° 22' 42". One hundred and 
thirty-eight leagues from Paris. . # . * 

At the -distance of fibout five leagues from Brest is the Isle of 
• Ouessant, which *s seven leagues in circumference, and contains 
1,300 inhahftants. Its coasts are iflnfbst inaccessible ; indeed it 
appears formerly to have been united to the land, # by barij# of 
sand, rocks, and islets, whiejf still fender its approach (^fficult to 
those unacquainted with their localities, maqy of them having 
disappeared frdtn the eye. ^)uessant produces the smallest and 
lightest horsed to l?e found in Francq. The simplicity of the in- 
habitants ofnhis island^ is proverbial, as well as their honesty and 
sobriety. There is but one inn in tie place ; and ancient custrifti 
has established a law highly conducive to the cultivation of these 
virtues : — it is forbidden to give more than one bottle of wine to 
the same person in the course of the same day* and* this of the 
vindu pays 4 not port, nof Madeira, &c. Theft sober paeplfl are 
hospitable and charitable in the Strictest sense of the word, ready 
to risk their lives to preserve those o5f the poor shipwrecked vic- 
tims who are cast upon their coast. They are poor fishermen by 
trade, but enjoy as many of the comforts of life as thjir com 
tented minds pronounce sufficient No( soothe inhabitant* of 
Seven Islands, a short distance frofti Morlairf These i^LT^s 
may rather b^ termed a cluster of mere rocks, for (hey are bare 
ajid barren, and their Uh&bitants are exposed to the greatest 
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hardships. The inhabitants of the inland of Sein, too, ia particular, 
w .from its peculiar situation opposite la poihta du Raz , between 
w^iicli and la pointe Plagoff is the passage du Raz , sijflcr incre- 
k dible hardships. The sea is here at all times so furiolis, that the 
sailors call it In trm d'enfer , and the most daring 6f them never 
pass it without ejaculating, — “ Aidea moi, grand Dieu, dans le 
passage du Raz ! mon navire est si petit, et&i merest si grande!” 
In fact, nothing can be more awful and appalling than tlfc view 
which the sea presents at this passage du Raz , beating with un- 
ceasing fury against a rock rysing to a peak, 300 feet high ; and 
to add to the effect op the minds of its superstitious inhabitants, 
they imagine that the red sands , which the waves momentarily 
leave bare, arc dyed with the blood of their shipwrecked victims; 
and the howling of the winds they transform into the groans of 
the dying. The gentleness of their disposition, and their hospi- 
tality, induced a clergyman to make arrangements re- 

moval from such a desolate resident^ ; but, with tc&s in their 
eyes, they implore^ him to allow them to remain in their nativt 
place, their native rock. The good minister yielded tor their en- 
treaties,* but resolved on supplying them with a regular portiftn of * 
food, which, in his bounty*, hfe has assured to them. * 

Ah ! que l’amour de la patrie 
Est un besom iinpdrifjux ! 

C.es preheurs, ii toute autre vie, 

Preftrent leur sort affreux, — 

A nos cit£s, un sol aride ; — 

La misdre, aux Jiicns, au plaisir ; 

C’est l’amour t du sol qui les*guid 
11s naissent id— pour mourir. 

• *■ % 

Morlaix is said to be the finest city in this department; but 
a French autjior observcs, # tfiat‘ it should le only designated as la 
moths vilaine. Its port, which is pretty, is formed by the junction 
of the rivers Therleat and Jartiau , Which are here united by a 
canal, from whence they flow into <he sea. The quays are cased 
with granite, having an iron stair. L'Hhtel de Ville, and the 
fine steeple of thfe church of St. Matthieu , arc worthy of admira- 
tion. This churchy wa§ fofmofly much ornamented by the turns 
a jd escutcheon A)f the families of les Kerrets and les Guiscaymm , 
whose device affirmed, in the Breton language, thqt they were the 
first inhabitants of the earth . This vanity even surpassed that pf 
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the Burgundian gentleman, wjo, as m could not be received into 
the ark, begged Ncoh would take care of his pedigree at the 
time of the deluge. The castle of Morlaix has been seven** 
times besieged ; and its dungeon**, through which the water Al- 
ways filters a/ high tides, have been the scene of many a cruel 
tragedy. Morlaix possesses a line hospital. Here Mary Queen 
of Scots disembarked, in 1543, when she passed into France, pre- 
vious tp her marriage with the Dauphin, # after wards Francis II. 
As this princess/ was crossing the drawbridge, in a litter, the 
cavalry, who formed part of the cortege, were so numerous, that 
the brjdgc broke. The Scotch’ called out “ treason ! treason ! ” 
and an affray was likely to ensue, but for The presence of mind 
of the Seigneur de Rohan, who wits walking beside Mary. “ The 
Bretons,” he exclaimed, “ are incapable of treason.” His accent 
and his manner were impressive, and order was Restored. 

^gvrlaix carries on a brisk trade in horses, cattle, linseed, 
hemp, pw^se, J)eans, butter, tallow, honey, and wax; and its 
neighbourhood is rich in quarries of slate und stone, and mines 
of lead. . Its manufactures consfstfip sail-clotff, thread, oil, snuff, 
p and paper. • * . * 

Long. W<*t 6° 8' 30"; lat. 48° 3^. • One hundred and twenty- 
three leagues West of Paris. 

Landerneau is more remarkable for its customs uflTd slJper- 
stitions thafi any thing else , # and with a few of them tfte reader 
shall be made acquainted ;%ind first of marriages, which some- 
what resemble the penny weddjngs of Scotland, with # the addi- 
tion of a fejv extras, which are # not a little amusing. Before 
marriage, the lovers hsTve but littl^ intercourse ; the poets of* the 
country, called Baz Valan , enacting lovers general for the rest 
of the community. These gentleman, hearing a*sprig of broom 
in their hand, repair to,the houfle #f the lady % and in the following 
words, in the l}retop which i & only understood by them- 

selves, thus make their denjand :■*- 

“ Fut elle fille de la maisSn de Penmarch, 

' # Depuis aseez long-temps je la demande. 

Est elle vertueuse ? accorde la ; • 
de la.” 

After this ceremony, if the proposal be* accepted, the lover is 
occasionally permitted to see his intended; and in order to S&t%r- 
tain her fidelity, he endeavours to procure that pin which fastens 
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the gown nearest her heart ; hatyng procured this^ treasure, he 
hastens to plunge it into the fountain de Bodilis , in the neigh- 
'Mtourhood ; if the pin float, the innocence and fidelity of the lady 
arc established beyond a doubt. Some malicious-pergons do say, 
that the pin is now replaced by a long thorn! When the parties 
arc married, the guests run away with the bride, and the bride- 
groom is compelled to buy her back again ; but he ’is amply re- 
paid this expense by lyhat follows every guest not only, brings 
his dish, but is compelled to make a present toe bride \ and as 
these guests' sometimes assemble to the number of four or five 
hundred, the manage of the r newly-married couple is, jn such 
cases, amply provided with all that is necessary. 

There are also olher singular marriage institutions in 
different parts of Britanny, particularly at Penze, in the de- 
partment of Fihisterre. On an appointed day, the paysannes , 
or female pretenders to the holy state of matrimony, 
on the bridge of the village, and , 4 seating thfm^#es upon 
the parapet, there patiently await the arrival of the 'future 
bridegrooms. Alf the neighbouring cannons contribute their 
heller to ornament this renowned bridge. There may be.seen • 
the peasant of Saint Polaire+hcr ruddy countenance surrounded 
by her lajge muslin sleeves, which rise up and form a kind of 
frame wfffft*to her full face$ by kcr may be seated the heavy 
Touloisienne, in her . cloth caline, (ft gown ; the peasant of la 
Lhmarde , in a Swiss boddice, bordered with different coloured 
worsted (raid, and a scarlet petticoat, may next appear, present- 
ing a gaudy contrast to her neighbour from Saint Thegonnec , in 
Ivr »nun-lihe costume. On ope side exteiids la fc oulie de Penhoat , 
bordered with willows, honey-suckles, and the wild hop ; on the 
other, the sea, 'confined heit like a lake, between numerous jets 
of land cowred with heath and sweet jiroom ; and below the 
bridge, the thattihed town, poor and*jqyous # as the beggar of 
Comouailles. The bay is here so caljp, that the whole of this gay 
scene is reflected* in its still watery and few scenes of rural fes- 
tivity present a more animated or diverting picturt . r ' 

The di-rival of«the young men with their parents i$ the signal 
for sileifce among the candidates for a husband. The gentlemen 
advance, and g^rbly parade up and down th^ bridge, looking 
this side, and then on that, until the face of some one of 
die lasses strike their fancy. The fortupate lady receives intima- 
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tion of her Success ^>y the ad wince of the cavalier, who, present- 
ing his hand, assists her in descending from her seat, making at 
the same time a tender speech ; compliments are exchanged, jfhe 
young man ^oilers fruit to his intended bride, who remains 
motionless before him, playing with her apron strings. In4he 
mean while the parents of the parties approach each other, talk 
over the .matter of tHeir children's Aarriage, and jf both parties 
are agreeable th^y jdiake hands, and this act of friendly gratula- 
tion is considered a ratification of the treaty between them, and 
the marriage is shortly afterwards celebrated. 

To %aint Hcrv^, till very lately, these simple folk offered 
butter, because that blind saint having been always conducted 
about by a wolf, they considered he could protect their flocks 
from the ravages, of that rapacious animal. Saint Eloi is the 
patron of horses, and when one of these animals gapes, its owner 
' always ^>ys, “ Saint Jiloi vow preserve /” 

The Bretons, it should seem, are more attached to tjieir horses 
than to th?ir wives ; for if the* former are sick, they run to a 
blacksmith instantly* the latter are’ left to the care of nature in 
their extremity. , ^ • 

The remedies of the people of Vinisterre are all remarkable 
for their simplicity, and lh^ effects produced by the\a»aiv*reiy 
naturally much as might bejgxpected, as the following One, out of 
many such, wjjl certify. % When your lion* is very tired , you 
must shut him up m in a stable during three days ; the animal will 
then be cured, if you give sixpence to* the curate .” 

Near St Medard there is a Miraculous fountain*into which 
the saint of that name, having had his hand cut off, plunged the 
stump, and the hand was immediately restored -to its former 
anatomical position, safe and,souiyl. A statue commemorates 
this fact. 9 . 

The Bretons of FinJsterie have, from their 'isolated situation, 
retained the customs, maitners, an£ superstitions of their ances- 
tors*, which intermingled ts much with those derived from the 
Druids as from those derived from the Catholic religion ; and in 
both casdfc their superstition arises from the liveliness # of their 
imaginations, and the fervour of their •zeal, which the ancient 
Druids turned'to a profitable account, an example imitaKt^Jiy 
the early Catholic priests, who, in endeavouring to supplant the 
cr^el and idolatrous retfgion of the Gauls, found it nece&aiy to 

1 • 
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convert the miracles performed by the ^ruidical* gods, into 
miracles performed by the interposition of the saints. Spirits, 
gfosts, fairies, sorcerers, shadows, all were preservedj but their 
origin and their effects were attributed to different gauscs. 

On the eve of Saint John , the poor children of die towns and 
villages of Britanny , with a plate in their hand, go from door to 
door bogging* alms, in order to purchase* a fagot to . burn in 
honour of Si. John. In the evening the sumjnk| of every moun- 
tain blazes v ith a bonfire, roun(J which the villagers assemble in 
joyous, noisy mirth. The young girls repair thither in their 
gayest habits ; and if* their strength will permit them to viSit nine 
of these mountain fires, they will be sure to have a husband be- 
fore the year is out J At Finisterrc the bonfire is kindled by an 
angel, who, by means of a very simple mechanism, descends, with 
a.flaml)cau in his hand, from the top of a tower, and sets fi re to tfre 
wood, and he immediately ascends, and ^disappears. ^?rtnany * 
parishes the curate himself, bearing the cross in grand procession, 
kindles the fire piepared in <J/e middle of the village. The 
Bretons have a gTeat veneration for a piece uf half-consumed t 
wood of Saint Jofm : this„p^cc of wood placed nqir their bed, 
between a piece of box-wood, consecrated on Palm Sunday, and 
a pitlc ofrtvfelfth-cakc, preserves tl^m, they say, from the effects 
of thundfcr. The crown, which surmounts the bonfire, is also in 
much request; its faded flowers lining a pointful talisman 
against every evil, both of body and soul. Br^st, the f&te of 
St. John possesses a most fantastic character. Towards the 
eyeiiing, all the children, artisans, and sailors o£ the town, repair 
to the glacis, each carrying a burning torch, to which they give 
a rapid rotary /notion. Thae fiery circles present a curious ap- 
pearance ; semetijnes they assume a waving form, of the most 
fantastic arabbsq^es ; sometimes they are darted into the air, and, 
falling upon the trees, the air ip illumined by a thousand stars : 
this amusement continues until the close of the gates. In 
Poitou, a Gait wheel is surrounded by trusses of stow, which is 
kindled fey a consecrated taper. This burning wheel is carried 
iil triumph over the fields which it is said to fertilize. The 
trades of Druid ismoard her$ Evident: the burning wheel is an 
bf the disk of the sun, which, in its zodiacal course, fer- 
tilises the earth. Along the banks of the Loire, the mariners 
I** a female sailor upfn the top o/* their bonfire, and thii 
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peculiarity «eems Jto recal th# renewal of the household iires at 
the ancient f£te of die solstice. 

It is thus that observation enables us to recal the past in the 
present. * 1 i 

The language of the Bretons is more Celtic, even in yesc 
days, than # French. Finisterre possesses but little wood. Its 
heaths are large antk uncultivated 5 •here and there a small spot 
of ricflly cultiv^ed ground is seen, like tire isles of the desert, en- 
livening and cheering the dismal prospect ; and in the midst of 
these the houses of the cultivator^ stand, surrounded by smiling 
orchartls and meadows, where the violet, # snow -drops, and wild 
jonquils, shed their fragrance in vain. 


“ Full many a flower is born to blush unseen, 

And waste its sweetness on the desert air.” 

• 

For how can these people possess any of those enjoyments which 
' the^'i^tics of nature # shed around their humble dwellings, when, 
from chome, {hey muddh? on in every species of dirt, from which 
result the. most disgusting discasqp? Round # their houses runs a 
deep ditch, in wjiictfthe rain- w ate f stagnates, and into this they 
fling their vegetable refuse, in order to compose manurfi for their 
lands. These miserable dwelling! are thirty feet long, and fif- 
teen wide ; they are illumined by one window (<ril v 1 payi feet 
square. The floor is of <^rth, generally full of holc$, so deep, 
that the Chilean ore oftqp lamed hy falling into them. The 
beasts, separated from the rest of the family by hurdles, inhabit 
this comfoiflAte dwelling in company with their masters, unless 
the latter, whiclj frequently is the case, gets tipsy, # and finds a 
cooler sleeping place in one of tffe ditches which surrountl liis 
dwelling. 9 • . 

The costume of the Breton^ consists of a coarse ^woollen gar- 
ment, wooden shoes, afid short trowseis, similar to Jtehermen, and 
so full os tt> reserflble & petticoat ; the richer sort, in addition to « 
these habiliments, add a v&istcoat gf lamb-sky, nicely dressed ; 1 
this -thqy wgaj next their skiif, the wool inside. The hair of the 
Bretons is long and straight,' and their head is mostty covered 
with a thi$k woollen cap : add to this description the fact that 
thef never bathe , nor wash even their fitces^ and the Breton of 
Finisterre will 'appear any thing but an agTerfble objeefct^ ijjok 
at. This picture .of a portion of the French people is given on 
authority of a modern French at^hor, whose work is* much 
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esteemed, and is only detailed hero as containing a durious fact, 
that, in one of the most civilized countries of Europe, such 
misery should exist, which one would only expect to meet with 
in ’perusing the accounts given of the uncivilized isles of the 
grtht oceans that surround the world ; with this difference, that 
under this coarse exterior, the Bretonr is said to possess a lively 
imagination and a discerning mind! It may be so; for in the 
infancy of society men’are much under the dominion of imagi- 
nation and passion, but it appears rather an anomaly in the his- 
tory of tills part of mankind. , * 


2.— DEPARTMENT OF COTES DU NORD. 


This is a maritime department, (N.W.) composed of a portion 
of ancient Bretagne. 

, Soil. — This department presents, in many parts, extenswe 
landes or heaths ; yet the soil is in some respects rich, f tf \ t pro- 
duces con^, hemp, and flax ; and the pasture lands that are, are 
excellent; generally speaking* however, it is an unfruitful soil. 
Forests. — There are extensive woods in this* department. 
Rivers. — Tliefe arc n<^ rivers, properly speakings in this de- 
partment: here and there small streams may be seen gliding 
sileifuj rkmfc between the banks, ljke silver threads interwoven 
with the terdure of a luxuriant tapeary. * 

Mines. — Iron, lead, and silver, j»te found ii^the vicinity of 
Lannion ; and at Dinan there are mineral waters. , 

Religion. — Roman Catholic, under the jurisdiction of the 
Bishop of *St. Brieux. The Protestants diave some churches in 
this department. 

This department is divided into five arrondissements, viz. : — 
Saint Briewr, Lapnion , Diryin^ JLaudeac , and Guimgamp. The 
judicial government depends upon the Cour Royale of Rennet , 
and it is comprised in the thirteenth military division. 

i 

CHIEF TOtf’NS. 

• t c 

Saint c Brieux is seated about half a league from the sea, but 
s* surrounded by mountains, that this magnificent object is not 
discernible, although vecsels oi 400 or 500 tons burthen ascend to 
port, ifts curious and interesting on a blear, calm day, 
approach St. Brieux on the land side, for. then the British 
Chanfiel appears in the ^distance, lik&a &a of molten glass, 
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reflecting back the numerous vessels that glide, like spirits, over 
its yielding bosom, gently bowing their proud heads, as if in 
homage tp the mighty deep. But while the eye thus wanders 
with delight over the calm sea, a glance will be sufficient to 
change the scene to one of a very different description. Ir/the 
Bay of Brieux is the small gulf of Port au Maine , and here the 
waves at all times sage and foamf as if to force that boundary 
whiclf nature hjfs placed against their inroads : but vain are its 
foaming billows — impotent its mighty roar. A mightier power 
controls their fury — a mightier .voice forbids their encroach- 
ment.* “ Hitherto,” said the Almighty, “ shalt thou come, but 
no further ; and here shall thy proud waves be stayed.” On 
looking at the everlasting rocks of Port au Moine> they seem 
equal to resist its force. The sands on the se^-shore present no 
such visible barriers to its encroachment, yet are they no less 
instruments^ to perform His will who bade creation 
spring firon tfhaos. * 

St Brieux is a very ancient city, since as eprly as the year 652 
it had a* bishop. # Ilf has many fine* streets, and its cathedral and 
the&tre are its most remarkable buildings. * 

Long. W^est 5° 4' 10" ; lat. 48 < *3f 2". Eighty leagues West 
of Paris. • , » 

Dinan^— T he walls of tjls towh are remarkable, fqr they are 
so thick as to permit a ferriage to be driven along the top of 
them. It is exceedingly ancient, deriving its name fipm Diana. 
In the neighbourhood of this is Carseull , a town mentioned by 
Caesar, as 1 l great city inhabited by the Curiosolites. It is still, 
as then, celebrated , but for its gredn schistus only. * 

3.— DEPARTMENT OF MORBIHAN. 

• . * , > 

This is a maritime department (N.W.), consisting o^ a part of 
ancient Bretagne, • 

Soi^.— Jt # is in most parts sandy and unfruitful. The undu- 
lating plains are muoh intersected by low, cold, marshy lands, 
yet it produces com sufficient for its annual oonsumptfon. 
There are some salt marshes jnedr the yea, which are, pro- 
ductive. • 1 # » u 

Rivers.— fit is watered Jt>y the Vilaine, Blavel 9 Claye , Lmrt, 
•and Scoff, , 
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Religion. — Roman Catholic, appertaining to thfc Bishopric 
of Vannes. 

J his department is divided f into four arrondissements, viz., 
nes, Ploermel , L' Orient > and Pmitivy. The judicial govem- 
t depends upon the Cour Royale of Rennes , and it is com- 
prised in the thirteenth military division. 

' # CHIEF TOWNS. 

Vannes was cne of .the most ancient towns* among the Gauls. 
Cassar speaks of it as vastly, superior in many respects to all 
other towns for a gjeat distance around it, on account of its 
numerous vessels trading to Britain ; by the great knowledge 
displayed by its inhabitants in maritime affairs; and by the 
safety of its port$, which made neighbouring countries tributary 
to it, and dependent upon its commerce. Strabo affirms, it was 
founded by a colony of the Vinctes, the t founders, li^p^Sjfof 
Venice. Vannes is greatly fallen f'roift its formcf glory ; but it 
still retains its opylence, whi^h. depends upon the industry and 
commerce of the inhabitants. * * # 

Vannes contain* only two fine streets, and its public buildings 
arc not worth mentioning. * * 

L«jyr. Wett 5° 5' 19" ; lat. 47° 39' 29". One hundred and 
eight leagues from Paris. # r , 

Belle Isle lie* off Quibmm B%y : it is ten leagues in cir- 
cumference, and is surrounded by steep rocks; it can only be 
closely approached at three places. In 1761 the English made 
an ineffectual attempt upon it. *It produces wh^at and oats of a 
peculiarly fine description. The inhabitants lead a life partly 
pastoral, partly seafaring. c 

L’OniENT^is a very fine town, ynd is worthy of its fine port. 
Its streets arwjong and spacious, and the* buildings are regular 
and *in modem taste. It was erected ’b£ thc'East-India Com- 
pany of France as the depot for thefcr merchandise and marine 
stores ; hut in 1775 this company ftas suppressed ^qpauqp of its 
debts ; it ( .was re-established ten years afterwards, but VOrient 
regained iu the possession of the king, and during the devolution 
the company was ag^in^islolvf d. * * 

Jjgpfr 5°41 / W ; lat. 47*45' 1 ] ". One hundfed and twenty- 
one leagues from Paris. . * 

Updb the coast of Carn^ir, there are h great number of thpse 
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stones called Men-Pirs, supposed to be sepulchral monuments 
of the Druids. They consist of some hundreds, and are ranged 
in straight lines in symmetrical «order, and at a distance they 
have the appearance of an array of giants, drawn up in battle 
array, to defend the rocky coast. The superstitious inhabifc./nts 
of Britanny* believe, that, fit certain periods of the year, on ^ear 
moonlight nights, lAxmerous dwarfs assemble, and film n en- 
chanted rings ^>uiul the Men-Hir, mailing “ nigh^Aideous,” 
and compelling the affrighted to # flec, if they WCiftdfescape their 
magic spells, for these supernatural sprites endeavour to entangle 
tlieir vTctims, it is said, by striking die sepulchral stones with a 
piece of gold. The Men-Hirs are upright stones, from twelve 
to twenty feet high, some even higher. The Dol-Men , of which 
there are many likewise in this department, consist of one large 
loixgdat stone, resting upon perpendicular ones. By sonic 
# antiquaft^ns they are •conceived to have some relation to Noah, 
for iji'the north of Europe they are generally founds supported 
by eight legs; in France they sometimes rest on three, sometimes 
, on jpore ; but nene, the narrator liaS met with, have eight sup- 
porters ; the* position, however, of f tl\p legs ol’ those in France, 
evidently proves there have been more. The Dol-Men is consi- 
dered as the sacrificial stone ^f the Druids : many of thes^^tftitain 
the impression of the groofts made for the purpose of^ carrying 
off the blood ofithe unhapjfy victims.* • 

In the vas Xjande d'Helltau , between Ploermel and Josseliv , a 
tall obelisk pf granite arrests the attention of the traveller; it was 
erected by Lows XVIII., to commemorate the Gomba ( , des 
Trentes , which took place in the year 1351, at the periods when 
Charles de Blais, and the Count afe Montfm'tf* disputed tlieir 
right to the duchy of Britannyi , He state of the country was 
at this period, most awfu^ not only the castlgs, Sfet every hut 
was fortified, for the country vas over-run by the soldiers of 
both parties. France toot jmrt with Charles, England with 
• • « 

* These Dol-men are precisely the cromleh and kist-vaen of the 
Scottish and Danish rites of paganism. The term cromleh is the 
Armaric word crum, “crooked” and •« bowing,” with the adjunct 1st, 
a “ stone.” Th^e cromlehs are common in Anjle^a, Cornwall, and 
other parts of Britain. Some antiquarians have, however, supposed 
cromleh to be the remains of tombs of ancient chiefs, upon which their 
dam in after times offered op sacrifices. ) 0 
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DeMcntfort ; and the antipathy of these two c nations, for so many 
centuries rivals in war— in short, in every thing — was sufficient 
gipatly to increase the misery of the poor Bretons. *At length, 
dicing a truce after the battle of Auvay , in which De Montfort 
wa* the victor, the celebrated Combat des Trentes took place 
betoken Beaumanoir , who had possession of Josseliivand Bembro 
of that s f Plo^rmel ; the latter is said to have chased and hunted 
with the^awless spirit of the times, and committed many depre- 
dations in *ii'e 'Villages. Beai^manoir complained of this in- 
fringement of the truce,— -the 'Englishman rebutted the charge 
haughtily, — a challenge ensued, and it was agreed that thirty 
Bretons, and thirty Englishmen, should meet under the oak de 
la Mivoie , in the Lande d'Hellcau , to settle this difference. On 
the first onset, < the English had the advantage ; two Breton 
squires were killed, and two knights and one squire were taken 
prisoners. The combatants, after a long and bloocJj^Sntest, 
separated, for a time, by mutual consent, in order to. recover 
their strength. Beaumanoir } in the next engagement, was 
wounded, and was summoned to surrender himself a prisoner by 
Bembro, when the latter, was killed by a lance : t thc death of 
their. chief caused a momentary disorder among the English, at 
wlifthrSi.oment, the Breton prisoners escaped, and again joined 
the mel&; at this crisis the squire 5 of Montauban , one of the 
Bretons, quitted t&e field, and mounting his ww-horse, rushed 
in upon the English, and with his heavy ma^e overthrew many 
of them, and the rest laid down their arms, and were conducted 
pyisoners to Josselin. The victory was certainly gained by the 
Bretons , but the combat was to be on foot, and this infringement 
of the laws t)f arms, sufficiently proves that, but for this ruse de 
guerre , which appears inconsistent with the chivalrous spirit of 
thope ages, find would be* considered psa breach of honour in 
these, the Bretons apprehended the victory would' have been 
on the side of < their opponents, and therefore had resource 
to this up fair stratagem. This is the French account of the 
matter, c The old oak had long since disappeared, and the im- 
perfect remains of a croqs, which are stjjl to be seen, occupied 
its* site ; and truly,*the%rec$i(Ai of such a lasting monument as a 
granite obelisk, to perpetuate the memory of a deed which is 
tinctured with dishonour, seems a work of supererogation. 

* .1 ** » * 




Les Rockers. 


This ife a raajitinffe department *(N.W.), and \yaa. anciently 
# Harite-Brctaane . » * 

Soil.— The foundation of this %oil is granite, covered with 


beds of schistus, intersected by thin threads of quartz-UThe 
vegetable earth is no where gflore tflan a few inches thifk. 

Mountains. — Properly ^peaking, the ’department does not 
contain any mountains ; but in the north a chain o£ elevated 
hills, from which spring a number of streams. 

Rivers.— The principal rivers are , — La Vilaine^ Vllle , le 
Conessenon , and the Ranee. The dhnal of Ille and Ranee ufiiffes 


the Ocean and the Channel. # * 

Ponds.— This department contains a great number of ponds. 
That of Lande-Parellef in the commune of is covered 

by a half •solid torust? formed of the remfins of fpotsland 
herbage, which forms a floating island upon which cattle feed. 

Coasts.— The coast present a great number of rocks, which 
the violence of the waters have separated from the Continent ; 
upon many of these, forts have been erected. * # 

Marshes. — Those bf Dob wey ftinx^d at the beginning of 
the eighth centiflry by an overflow of the sea. The waters tiring 
by degrees, ii^ the .course of a little time the peasants cultivated 
inland, and finally ejected many ^habitations upon ilr; but 
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in 1608 and 1 630 the sea returned with fresh violence, and com- 
pletely destroyed the communes of Sainie Anne and Peluel. 
Since that period dikes have been constructed at Dob , which 
have prevented the like misfortune. 

Landes or Heaths. — These occupy one quarter of the 
department. These vast plains, covered with furzes and bram- 
bles, 1 .^ 0 id but a sorry pasturage for cattle. 

Rem^kaule Pe nso n s. — Dugnargc Ironin, a naval character; 
Labimu ; d^ Montfort, chief of the crusades against the 

Albigenses ; Maupertuts , O oulidti do. Sainte-Foix , author of Emm 
sur Paris ; Savary , traveller and antiquary ; Vauhan , marshal 
of France and engineer; Chatcaubriant ; Alexander Duval, 
See. See, 

Religion.— Roman Catholic. The department forms part 
of the diocese of Rennes . 

K This department is divided into six arrondissemem , viz.,. 
Rennes, Fonyerc, Montfort , Redon, St. Male, Viirt. This 
department depends upon the Cour Royalc of Rennes, and it is 
comprise^ juthe thirteenth, military division. * * 

CHIEF TOWNS. 

IJigNNES jjj a very ancient city, seated on the banks of the 
Vilaine, which divides it intu two pgrts. It suffered much in 
former times by intestine wars; forAvhen the Bretons had no 
foreign epemies to coniend with, they fought against each other. 
In 1720 a carpenter, having gotten tipsy, set fire to his shop, 
(not willingly) : the houses of Rennes, at this epoch, were prin- 
cipally of wood, and the consuming element spread rapidly on 
all sules, and jeaching the principal square, in which the Par- 
liament of Rennes held iis ancient sittings, it considerably 
damaged tlijs extensive Place du Palais ^during eight successive 
days, tl\e fire raged with inconceivable fury, destroying 850 
houses, and consuming all with it* Rennes, like the phoenix, 
rose more beautiful from Its askes, for the buildings arq now 
chiefly constructed of stone ; the streets are wide, £nd the public 
edifices are upon*a grand scale. The palace formerly belonging 
fcfre abbots ; the fron^ of *th^ church of St. Etienne, the towers 
of which are lilt? those of Notre Dame, and are seen from a 
£?eat distance ; the Abbey of St George’s; the Palace of Justice, 
whick is highly ornamental to an enclosure resembling the 
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Place Vendftme at Paris; the ancient Hotel de Vilfe ; tlie 
• church of the ancient College Royal , built after the Italian 
fashion, the front ornamented by two octagonal towers, and sur- 
mounted iir the middle by a small* tower resembling a lantern, of 
most exquisite workmanship ; these form conspicuous and in- 
teresting features in the aity of Rennes, the ancient Condktes 
Retimes of the Romans, and capital in those days of Pie pro- 
vince Armorica. • y 

The monks the Priory of Litre, whft„Ju»d. t Ajontributed 
largely to the foundation of this dj^jKPftiad established, among 
other rights of lordship, the following singular privilege. On 
the day of the patron saint of the priory, the lord prior (seigneur 
prieur) seated himself in an arm-chair in the square, and there 
all the brides of the past year were compelled to appear, and 
imprint a kiss on his check, after which, each sang a couplet 
-which had been made expressly for herself. When the priorjf 
was united to tile college, the priests would not sanction a privi- 
lege, the advantage of which extended no further than to the 
prior; and instead thereof, they imposed a tax upa&Jhe hus- 
bands, of a quarter of a pound of wax and fiye sous. But the 
Bretons commenced a law-suit agaihsf the Jesuits, which lasted 
forty years, for the purpose of compelling them to accept th$Jciss 
and the song, but the Parli^Aent df Britanny decided jn favour 
of the reverend fathers. *he revolution, -however, released the 
Bretons from tins tax. * 9 

The manufactures of Rennes -consist of hats, blankets, cord- 
age, sail-cloth ; and, abpve all, in*thread, which is so very excel- 
lent, that a witty French author observes, that if a spendthrift 
assured his creditor he was likely soon to inherit % large fortune 
upon the death of a relation, whose life hung upon a thread , the 
creditor might pray that it was ndt tfppn a threhd manufactured 
at Rennes. . • • • • 0 

There are many pleasant walks in the neighbourhood, parti- 
cularly that # from the walk failed 9 the Course, and the old 
garden of the Benediotines named Thabor , from* its great 
elevation. • • * 

■ ' Lcftig. West lat. 45°^' 3". t Eighty-three feagpes 

West by North. • 

St. Malo ig buijt on a rock, called the rock of Aaron, and IB 
jqpied by a causeway Ip the continent; it is defended dbg a 
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castle/ erected by Anne of Britanny, and eight forts or islets,— 
la ( Conch6e, constructed by Vauban, is the finest. The ramparts 
are magnificent, and are cut out of die rock; they afford an 
agreeable promenade to the inhabitants. 

But the defence of St. Malo was formerly entrusted to bull- 
dog; these were let loose when the drum beat the retreat, and 
from'\hat hour until the drums again assembled its military 
defenders, no one could enter the port without losing *his life. 
It once hfcpp n r*«d-4hat a man, who was asleep^upon some bales 
of merchandize, was nU^atonsed from his slumbers by the beat 
of the drums, and tlje next morning a few of his bones oidy were 
found : in consequence of this faithful execution of their duty, 
all the bull-dogs of St Malo were killed. History informs us, 
that the dogs of Rome underwent the same fate for the neglect 
of theirs. St. Malo is very wealthy, and is equally busy in 
^>eace and war, cither in fit^ng out ships of war or merchantmen* 
or in prosecuting an immense trade in cod fish, iarge quantities 
of which' they ship off for Cadiz ; and return, bringing with 
them jrow *the south of Europe its variouS'productions: 

Long. West 4? 21' 26" ; lat. 48° 39' 30". Sixty leagues North- 
West from Paris. 

Scovpn, which is united to St. Malo by the Causeway, 
formerly formed part of it." ThiS olace is, like Marseilles, sur- 
rounded by country houses. 

5.— DEPARTMENT OF LOIRE INF^ftlEURE. 

r This is a maritime department (W.), composed of Haute 
Bri&gne. 

Soil.— The soil, which is thick, is composed of the animal and 
vegetable fabrif ; it repos&s Vipon a foundation of schistus or 
granite. * * 

Mountains.— There are, m fact, no mountains, properly 
speaking, in this department. The highest hills are covered 
with vegetable and clayey beds of earth, mixed with pebbles, ted 
juad white quartz, See . 

San^s and Down?.— About the middle of the eighteenth 
century, the vi l 1 age of Ekcoublac was gradually, and, finally, 
%mpletely buried under the vast bodies of sand, which, day by 
day, '"advanced from the ocean, until, w in 1779, the inhabitants 
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were compelled to relinquish their attendance at the parish 
church, the steeple of which was visible not many years a^o, 
although it has now totally disappeared. The present village 
may perhaps eventually share the same fate. 

Rivers.— The navigable rivers of the department are, — the 
Loire, the Stvre Nantaise f the Maine, Maine, Achenan , Don, 
Isac, and the Ognonm There are also two canals which contri- 
bute to the interior navigation ; that of Nantes, which communi- 
cates with Brest, and that of Achenan, which conducts the 
waters of the Loire to the lake Grqpd jfoicu. 

Mines. — At Ancenvt, and Chateaubriant s there are some very 
productive iron mines. Loadstones are found on the surface of 
the soil, in the plain of Villtes-Martin; tin at Piriac ; quarries of 
granite at Nantes , Vigneux , and Orvaux ; Raoli ^ clay, slate, pit- 
coal, See. 

• Mineral Waters.— There are ferruginous mineral waters at 
la Plainc , Pontic, and Befnerie ; those of the former are most 
frequented. At Pomic there are. sea baths. 

Learned Societies.— At Nantes there are nunierou^socie- 
ties 2nd museums. 

RemakkaSle Persons. — JacqueP Chssard, Anne de Bretagne, 
Abelard, La Condanince, Des Forges , Maillard, Fouc/e, Comhvon, 
Madame du Fresnoy , &c. 

Religion. — Roman Catholic, forming part of the diocese of 
Nantes. Then? is a consistorial Protesttrtflfchurch at Nfmtes. 

This deparftnent is divided -into, five arroitdissemens , viz., 
Nantes, AncAiis, Ckateaybriant , Paimbteuf^ Savenay . It depends 
upon the Cour Rbyale of Rennes ; H is comprised in tie twelfth 
military division. 

chief tqw::s. 

Nantes is sumrfmed ta'Jolie, and it deserves this epithet, for 
its monuments, its walks? its public buildings, deserve ad- 
miration^ both on account of tleir beauty and their convenience: 
the church of % St. Peter, the new Exchange, the Theatre, and 
thcriEIdtel de Ville, in which there is a museum, and ihe fauj r 
• fkmrg of la Fosse , inhabited by the wealthy merchants, mayobe 
placed on a footing with la Chaws'e# d* An tin is f Paris, and lee 
Chartrons at Bordeaux. The Loire is, at this part of the cityT 
M)80 feet wide, and it^ glassy bosoip gemmed with en^rald 
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islets, and its banks covered with handsome buildings, beyond 
which a smiling country, rich and beautiful, presents itself, 
forms one of the most Agreeable pictures that can be imagined. 
The breadth of the river at Pyrmil would immediately convey a 
lofty idea of its bridge, but, alas ! it may rathcV be termed a 
succession of many small bridges, ftr the islets in the stream 
totally prevent the possibility of fanning one grand bridge, 
unless the inhabitants were to construct a suspension bridge ; 
that, indeed, woul&form a noble and beautiful object, and would 
be worthy of this fine ft 

Nantes contains a public library, School of Anatomy, Lyceum, 
a Society for the Encouragement of Agriculture, Commerce, the 
Arts and Sciences, a Jardin des Plantes , and a School for 
Hydrography. The quays present a superb view, which rises in 
the form of an amphitheatre. 

* Nantes is one of the most commercial towns of France, although 
the larger vessels cannot ascend the Loire so high up as Nantes, 
they stop** at Paimbceuf. Nantes was formerly one of the 
strongest, fortified cities in .France, aud indeed it needed every 
and the ’best mode of defence, for it was constantly exposed to 
military attacks both in arfci&it and modern times. Henry IV., 
on going ov$r its aucient castle, exclaimed, — u Ventresaint-gris , 
les dues dfi Briiagne n'etaient ‘pus dfe petits compagnvns” Nantes 
wjjts the birth-plaqe of Anne of Bri*anny, who married Louis 
XII., apd it claims the renowned Duguesciin among its 
worthies. The features of .this -great man were s6 hideous, that 
he said of himself one day, when looking at his face in a glass, 
“ I hm so ugly, the ladies will never have any thing to say to 
me ; but I know how I can gain another kind of beauty, by my 
courage.” His temper was so violent and overbearing, that he 
was quite ^supportable, eveh ‘to his parents ; and his poor 
mother often saidVif him, with tears in Ref eyes,' “ He. is certainly 
the worst hoy in the world;* he i t always beating or being 
beaten ; his father and I would he happy to see him laid under 
ground.” * # * ^ 

# It was* at this tbwn that Henry IV. signed the ever-memoraMe 
Edipl of Nantes, A.D. y>98. ^The happiest effects resulted from 
this wige and benevolent edfct : France, no longer a prey to reli- 
gftus apprehensions, which were replaced by peace and tranquil- 
lity, esse suddenly to a ^pitch of prosperity unknown before 
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The manuftetures of stuffs, tapestry, crystals, earthenware, &c. 
• See., attained a degrefc of perfection generally acknowledged, aid 
brought with them their consequent adjuncts, wealth and riches. 
But this happiness was of short continuance ; a century had 
scarcely elap&d, when Louis XIV., by revoking this decree, 
stripped France of thousands of her most industrious inha- 
bitants, who fled to mare tolerant countries, carrying with them 
those arts which have enriched the nations which received and 1 
sheltered them inVlie hour of persecution. # 

Nantes was, however, fortunately escaping the honors of the 
night oft St. Bartholomew. In later time% the misfortunes of 
the elder branch of the house of Bourbon, have added conside- 
rable interest to the records of this town. 

Tts commerce is very great with all parts of the world. 

Long. West a° 52' 5<>" ; lat. 47° 13' 7". Eighty-six leagues 
South-West from Paris. 

Near ChateaUferiant stands the Abbaye de Meilleraye . This 
abbey formerly belonged to the ordqr of La Tr^ppe ; but during 
the reign df Napoleon These monks tdok refuge in England, that 
asyluA for the unfortunate of all countries. « * 

# Stranger! would’st thou* Albion know, 

Ask the family of woe. • •• - ' m 

These Trappists, on their j&ura to their native oouny-y, took 
]>ossession of the Abbaye d^Mcilleraye , whiefr was given up to 
them by its proprietor; and they have^tflfonly thus .re-esta- 
blished themselfes in this their fonner«dymain, but have restored 
this vast building to a stjite perfectly habitable, and have intro- 
duced the Englisli mode of agriculture into the neighbourhood; 
to the great advantage of the inhabitants. # 

Croisic is a sea-port town of no great eminence; but there 
are two anecdotes respecting it worth/ of insertion. # ^he inha- 
bitants of thia part of Britaftny are of Saxon origin, and $ey are 
distinguished by the virtue •of cleanliness; they are, almost 
without exception, mariners and pilots ; and a few years ago, 
when the fishing, or other vessels, were expected to enter th^ 
por^rfeir wives and sweethearts, in their best apparel, their haif # 
fidhting in the wind, An to a certain *ro4k, garrying iiy^beir 
hand a fine nosegfly ; extending their dhns towaais heaven, *they 
sang the following song to the birds of 'the ocean : • 

“Gomans ! Go£lans] 

.’Ramenez nous nos marts, nos araanfs." 
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These people are remarkable for their humanity, and their 
gAierous efforts to assist vessels in distress which are driven 
near their coasts. In 1812, a vessel named the Conquistador, 
struck on the rocks called le Poue, in the neighbourhood. The 
sea ran mountains high, the night fell, and a thick fog set in, 
which rendered all assistance impracticable. The Crosiqmis 
listened with intense interest as the mournful sound of the 
minute guns stole on their ear : they lighted fires on every emi- 
nence; at eight o’clock, the cannon ceased uring: there was 
then but one impulse, and though it presented almost certain 
death, it was simultaneously obeyed. All the boats of'he port 
were immediately pushed into the foaming waves, and they 
happily reached safely the rock of la Foue. The distressed 
vessel was English,— it was war time,— no matter, they eagerly 
assisted the unfortunate mariners to right their vessel and get 
Wr afloat; and when this was near accomplished, they returned 
to their anxious friends. Lord William StewaiL sent his pistols 
as a present to the commissary of the port, asking, at the same 
time, few a list of the sailors of the town who were prisoners in 
Great Britain, and within a fortnight these men were restored to 
their friends and their families. While the vessel remained in the 
po?v to reft*, the most friendly intercourse was established be- 
tween the two parties. ' t ^ 

Deaf orges , the poet,* was a native ofjdiis place. Having written 
a poem in honour ot jju«us XIV., he offered it r to the academy, 
who either could not, or„wpul& not see its merit, jhe poet sent 
it to La Roque, the editor of the Mercury of Frame , entreating 
lfbVould insert some parts df it in his journal. De la Roque, 
tired at length of Desforges and his poetry, /in a fit of passion 
threw the manuscripts into the fire, declaring he never would 
print any thing Written by ^Dfisforges. In despair the poet with- 
drew in£o the edintry, and fixed hinlfcetf in & house, over which 
climbed a vine called Meilleraje. Still convinced that his poetry 
was worth reading, he, with the assistance of a lady who copied 
l*TeW contrived for a length of time to deceive ttffe crjtics, 
and enjoy a molt abundant portion of praise under the native of 
Mademoiselle MaUraye da la^Vigne. Paris was inundated with 
poetry by this n%w muse, designated the* Tenth, and La Roque 
^’■published in his journal every line which appeared; and, finally, 
fell * A n love with the unknown author, and wrote to her, de- 
claring his passion, — “ Je vow aime , ma chlre Brctonne , pardon* 
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comr 1 ints. These are the beneficial results of an employment 
whir'll some persons have, superficially and ignorantly, denomi- 
nated as contributing greatly ty the happiness and comfort of 
• tlicsc poor people. Britarny, indeed, appears to he less favoured 
than any other part of France, if we except les landes in the 
South; yet it appears astonishing, that the constant intercourse 
between the capital ami die port of Brest, should not operate 
beneficially upon the ct/untry in its environs. 



The Old Oak at Alhmville. 

? i> r f 

.Among tli/' natural curiosities of this department is the old oak 
• of AlfouriJ/r , wliicYi is to he seen in the ehhrch-Jard o£ Allouville, 
• about a league from I wfot. Tliis oa« is thirty feet in circum- 
ference near the ground, and twen tj -four about six feet above this r 
it if supposed to he 000 \ cars old. At the top of the’ tree there is a 
S14MI chamber constructed, in which is a wooden couch, and\ 
this small belfry, surmdun^d by an iron cross. In die year 
ttfdd, the Abbe Detroit fitteef up the lower part as a chapel, which 
jS' consecrated to the Virgih. During the French revolution 
many Attempts were madc # to set fire to .this venerable tree, but 
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the inhabitants of the surrounding country defended it obstinately 
ami successfully. T*his interesting festige of the olden tinier, 
where kings and persons of all degrees have repaired, if not to 
pray, at least to repose themselves uu^jer its widely spreading 
branches, is ifu object of curiosity to the traveller ; and if he he 
accompanied hy an intelligent peasant, he will listen with plea- 
sure and delight to the naif relation of many a legend of the oak 
of Allownlfr. • 


SECTION XII. 

AN C l ENT PROVINC E OF POITOU^ 

CONTAINING TII^DEPARTMENTS OF VENDEE, DEUX*sfcVKK8, VIENNE 

% m 

^ * • 

. 1 . — DEPARTMENT OE VEND £E. 

Vendee proper is cT^ipted of a part of Has Poitou and a part 
of the marshes o $ Britagne* It is a^iuaritimg department. (VV.) 

Forests. — Eleven forests, composed chiefly of the oak, the 
beech, and the horse chcsnut; and niyagiflias* bolfWfteWuF 1 are 
dispersed tlyoughout this department. * # 

Rivers.— These are nw*erou^ si x among them are 

navfJjfaMtyrg^hc Autisc, Vendee. f, ^y, fficlir, Serve Niortaiae, 
and Shrre Na&taise. There are, afcfl* two canals, the one of 
which is mc?ely a cana[ de dryer foment, l^e other extends from 
Lugon to the gulf of Aiyuillon, and^s navigable. * 

Mines. — Iron, antimony, ^fnd p^tcoal ; potter’s clay, mill- 
stones, and free-stone, are foundpn La Vendee. 9 
Remarkable Pe rs(Jn s. — Barnale . Brisson* Qi^ard. the 
family of Beauhartiais, <$!c* • * • 

Religion. — Roman Catholic, forming part of the diocese of 
Lu^on, The Protestants have* churches at Fontemy le Comte 
and ’ P&utranges* besides which they have also eight lerjples 
hou^fof prayer. 

department is divided intO|foflr qrrvnflmcmens, ^ 
Bourbon- Vendee, 'Fontenay le Comte , £e& Sables d'Ohmrie, hu$on 
Its civil government depends upon thfc Cour Royalc of Poitia^ 
It is comprised’in the twelfth military ^vision. " 
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v;;i* CHIEF TOWNS, . » 

piouiiRON Vendee is th/ principal town of this department ; 
it is of little note: in deed/ the., towns of this part of 'Poitou arc 
almost too insignificant 1ft he detailed ; and tlieiefore, a general 
outline of the country will he far better than a recapitulation of 
names without am interest attached to them. 

This department is divided, by nature, into three distinct parts, 
viz.: la Ptaine , the ' plain ; h> Marais, the marsh; and fes 
fJnraycs, so called, from the very high hedges which enclose 
even little tenement, ayd which, from the flatness of the country, 
give it the appearance of being one uninterrupted cop.,e. La 
PI ah tv is calcareous and barren ; \V.v Marais are extensive and 
unwholesome. The inhabitants of the Hocayvs are short in sta- 
ture, hut slroug-Jjmbed and robust. They are kind, hut taciturn ; 
hospitable, hut irritable ; just, hut a little distry,rtful ; and less 
quarrelsome than the peasants of the plain. ^Strongly attached 
to their homes, they seldom quit them hut ty rt p*ir to a fair, twt» 
nr three leagues cjjstaiit, in order to disjiose of their mules, which 
form tlitJprincipa] article of conwmw iiyfiis part of the country 
These animals a 1 * 0 , indeed, so very higldy prized, that dealers re- 
pair thither from Spain, Auvergne, Languedoc, Provence, and 
f)aftplMfiv*o them. The lineage farmers breed cattle 

also, and 1 io/m‘S hut it is the m4l£ which constitutes the riches 
and pride of the ,Vafi dean. T*ie departments of fa Vivmw, the 
tlvn.v tin mv.v, and la said to support 1?tu(lg. o« ring 

500 she -asses, 20,000 nr. r.;s, from which they fitch derive the 
sum of 7(X>,oOO francs mnually, a sum which does not go out of 
tKi\ country, so that the farmers must necessarily he wctalthy. 

The VundgAn farmer of |lic Ih^ayvs is a li*nely being. When 
ploughing his field, liis high hedge shuts him out from the rest 
of the woryi^ aful he chefrsMte solitary hours with talking and 
singing^’ his (dew ; and if lie were* hiring « servant, he would 
choose him wlm could best (Trawlin', that is to say, him who 
could best excite the oxen hthtur by his songs. 

The inhabitant of the Plainc is more frank iA his disposition 
than he of the tiocaycs. Accustomed to an open country ‘ ac- 
qutns.a more extensive acouaintance with his fellow maji ; v i <s 
temper poesessc%ihore equanimity, his address is kinder; hut the 
4feudean who inhabits fes^Marais is quite a different being from 
eitlwr of these: his character jresemblcnthat of the Nomad es. He 
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is apathetic to excess, and solitary, living mostly in his^Jjoat, 
which he seldom quits, except to depose of the product oijliis 
fishing. He hardly knows the laws *»f his country, nor does he 
contribute in any pecuniary way to itsfyipport ; his boat, his net, 
and bis gun* these arc his treasures. Jf lie lie struck particularly 
with the localities of any spot of ground, as convenient for shoot- 
ing or fishing, he drives a tew polos into the ground, which lie 
surrounds and covers with twisted osiers : if he finds it practicable, 
he will then construct a fish-pond ; and if to this article of profit 
he can add a cow and a (lock of ducks, lie thinks himself the hap- 
piest ttfid richest man iu the world, because his contentment 
makes him really 'Flic inhabitants of the Marais seldom at- 

tain ahftlg life; marsh fo\ersand pestilential diseases, combined 
with their peculiar mode of living, shorten their exisVnce. 

In /rs J3uca<^ there arc Idles, eallctl ballades,^, t which assemble 
.all the young husbandmen, crowned with ears of corn, while tfie 
young girls air«mownfd with flowers ; and it is in these assem- 
blies, which take plflrt generally in the spring, that fin; sonants 
hire theiasVhes. Noy'mmg wopian can appear at these dances 
without her love?; antl^in the following autumn the marriage 
generally taxi’s place, accompanied bj imff$ rural festivities. 

These people have recourse to the i r <\m 7 / <n 1 i t tes i 

medicinal euralrics for evcrwoinjtiaintr "TBcy cat off the head, 
and boil tilt vest in milk, j^nd ^mycousuler this mess a sovereign 
pqjaaflfjfl^m all*the maladies wlimh heir to." * But the 

villagerscofhitle'r* that internal chronic complaints alike 
proceed from sorts jutes .s or ea.r, ayd LliaVth ere fore, a diviner alone 
can possibly euro them ; and thesevgentty abound in*tlic depart- 
ment. Jf the pafl^nt he sick i)i a fever, the juack prondtfnces a 
few mystic words, received his fej*, ^tfnl is gone ; but if the 
malady assume a dan^rous chhmcfcr, he putsvuunfl the neck of 
the credulous peasant tv sack, containing a jnsty&ir^f different 
kinds of herbs, gathered before the rising of the sun, "and these 
must he of an odd number. .Haviflg forbidden the patient to 
peep inSo thb jjoke, under pain of losing all the advantages which 
are J4 result from this remedy, he leaves his vietim to lfte or fie.« 

the surgeons have a still more aurious method for # h>JJ&g 
an abscess, or coring a sprain, &cfc <The.se sBilful perfoflners are 
always on the troy from one place \> another, furnished wilk*? 
hatchet and & powerful jvand, by which they persuade thl^m- 
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fortunate villagers, notwithstanding the prolonged) mid in many 
caips incurable, injuries i^ider which tlic^ languish, that they 
possess a charm to whiclv every evil must yield. The patient 
having seated himself oifi the ground, and placed his feet apart, 
lc toucheur strikes the ground violently with his hafehet, receives 
his pay, and disappears. It may be a#ked in what way this blow 
can effect a cure. Reader, jke charlatan has killed the cat which 
was invisibly attached to the leg of the afflicted person, *ond the 
disease very naturally disappears with the cause!! 

Fontenay is only celebrated as the birth-place of Brissot, 
Ilupin, Vietc, the mathematician ; and Tiraqiieaux, juris<v>n suite. 
The works of the bust were so numerous, and his fate so unfortu- 
nate, that the following lines serve as his epitaph : — *■’ 

• S'il n’eut pas noy£ dans les eaux 

* Une science aussi feconde, ^ 

• II ent enfin rempli le monde 

De livres ct de Tiraquepux., 


k— DEPARTMENT OF DEUX SEVRES. 

«■ * Jr 

An inland department (W.), consisting of portions of Psitou, 
A imtSj Sain ton (Jr, anti Marches. • • 

■ h™ 11 °* MIK or r ^ ier a vast table-land, from which 
rise many lofty peaKs^Mivuk theydepartment diagonally, from 
South-east to Nor tli- west, into distinct and differeht countries, 

called la Plainc an?P¥t“^jf riip; The former occMpies^the. ?o»jth- 
ern side, and consists of ajpytyey soil, intermittd &i?u fossils and 
sea- shells; the latter k -rocky |uul mountainous, intersected by 
vnjkys, coVercd witli j^oves 4 jind brush-wood. ■ The soil is some- 


times'Udcareous, granitic, or schi^tus, f 

Forests. — besides tftot,^orUoirv)f the department which is 
occupied b£ the Pjccges, tlfcra kre otlicjs containing forests of 
oaks and * » • 

Ri ve rs. — r ) he principal of these k the Store Niortaise, There 
are many other screams of less note, and a canal is commenced, 
which will occupy the line between Niort and la l Rochel{c . * . 


^VIiNEt.. — Minerals do not abound in the Deux Sevres ; smuch 
is, however, extracted from the neighbourhood of 
MinLral WATifos.— At tlf layais there is a e mineral spring, 
xry efficacious in cutaneous disorders ; and several others of 


le: 


itc. 


n 



DEPARTMENT OP VIENNJE* 


247 


Remarkable Persons. — Anne dc Parthenay , Matync dc 
Maintenon, la me Beamohre, the orientalist, Fontanes , the faVily 
of La Tremmille , so celebrated in the military annals of Prance; 
Larochej aquelin , Lemaiynan , &c. 

ReugioR, —Roman Catholic, forming part of the diocese of 
Poitiers . The Protestants possess five consistorial churches in 
the department. % t 

Thig department is divided into four.arrondisfcemens, viz.: — 
Niort y Me thy Pafthcnay , Bressuire . Its civil government de- 
pends upon the CW Royale of 'Poitiers. It is comprised in the 
twelftjj military division. 

C rift*. TOWNS. 

Niort is situated upon the Score Niortaise, and l^tlie largest 
town in the Apartment, and at the l&me timeewe possessing the 
fewest attractions. Two churches, one built by tlie English ; 
two squares, tw^theatrefr and a few walks, these constitute its 
chief ornament; aVh the only object of interest is the; Hotel dr 
Ville, fojrihcrly tlie maid^ce dP^eanor of Poitou. Its clock, 
whigh is construtted th>ou simple-panciples, is exceedingly exnel 
as to time : it was one \mong the iir^ stcik&lft clocks introduced 
into France. The country round the town is beautiful ; and the 
waters of the Sfevrcs and of its capal coi wwy *fl5 n^cEanc&sc to 
the sea. Its manufacture fc^tiiamois-leather and its gloves are 
cejpbTated. Madame de %laii\non^g^h ,3m in the prison of 
jhupt sheep in the\^eighbourbood : Madame de 
Genlis assigns her the more howunlbL employment of tending 
geese, wearing at, the %amo tim? a ma% to preserve her com- 
plexion. It is proper to mention, that the latter circ^piafeuice , 
did not arise from® her own yanity, lu^fepi her aunt. 

Long. West 2° 49' 27" ; lat 4Cjp^T hundred and five 
leagues South-west of ^lyris. • # 

Thou a is* was formerly a veijr strong place, it» is now a • 
place of no note, except for a chateau built bjk Louis XIII., for 
Marie ffe IrnTmir, Duchess de la Tremouille 9 now in* the posses- 
sion^f thq Dime de RivoU. A 

3.-— DEPARTMENT wirnne. 

The department o^ Vienne is inlaM (W.), composed of parU^ 
Poitou, LoudGnou, Mire^alau, and of die Marches oSAtyadT 

• m * * 
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Soy/— The surface in its general appearance is that of a plain, 
intnsectecl by a few valley* It is in sonic parts sandy, and 
soiJ:* parts arc clayey, yet mere a few good pasture lands in the 
arroudisseincnt of Loudum * 

The hills, for there are no mountains, which hdrdcr Vienne , 
Crewe, and Envitjne, contain a great number of fossils. Between 
the plains of CliateHerault aqd Pmthemt , there is a mass of shells 
conglomerated', with a, natural glutin, into a solid substance. 
Many parts are covered with briars and heath?*, and in the arron- 
dissenient of ' Loudun there arc many marshes. 

lour sts.' — T hese cover one-twelfth part of the superficies of 
the department. st % 't 

Rivers.-- The Vienne, Char elite, Clam , and C, onset are the 
principal xy ers. The Vienne and the C reuse alone are naviga- 
ble, and these lbi»no great 'distance. < 

« Minus.— I ron mines, quarries of mill stony "and freestone: 
hone stone and lithographic stones, of r. vevy s up&nur quality, are 
found near Cha telle nut It. Indications of *,Vtcoal have also been 
discovered near Oh-ray. IWplivry serpentine • (ran spareni 

pebbles lire capable of h«»g cut ; the/ vverfc formerly Galled 
Diuwnns fie ChalHlbmnlt.* u • 

Mineral Waters.— A t Roche Pnzuit there is a cold mineral 
sulplinraouaj jpriSgpTTl’j efficacious in scrofulous and cutaneous 
diseases.'' ri /' 2 K 

Remarkable Yt%**^~ffiupermce, brothep*of Quii)tjlji^n ; 
Saint Hilaire , Maximin (Bishop), who distir/g- ■ laVStliimself at 
the council of Nice ; Clujyrcav, secretary to Christina of Sweden; 
Tlffvundofy a physician^, who*, in .1631, established the Gazette de 
FrdSfrm , r he is called the father oi'dhe French r’ress ; the Marquis 
de Fame re*, Gilbert * \ 

Religion.— Jfy?w\h Catboi^,* forming part of the diocese of 
Poitiers . Pjptestantd have a coivistorial , church at RouilU. 

This chippJi-lncnt is divided into five arrondisseniens , viz. : — 
Poitiers, Loudun f ChateUermdt , Monbnorillon , Cirray. Its civil 
goyprn mem: depends upon the Cour Royale of ^Poitiera. ‘It is 
„ cofpprisetf iu thejtwelfth military division. 


cn 


TOWNS. 


tiers is one of the largest cities of France, but it is, at 
thcS&me time, one of the least agreeabfc, and the least populous 



DEPARTMENT OF VIENNE. 


249 


\>f any in the kingdom. Its cathedral is a fine gotliic Infixing, 
but much too low for its size. Tha traditions of the city relate, 
that it was erected to the honom- of St. Peter, and that it was 
founded 014 the very day he was crucified : others affirm, that 
St. Nicolas do Myrte, who lived 300 years after the Apostle 
Peter, claims that honour. In the year 1206 , the following cir- 
cumstance caused it*to be reconsecrated, and dedicated to Notre 
Dame'la Grande. # A clerk of the town had promised to deliver 
the keys into the hands of the English, who were encamped be- 
fore it ; and at four o’clock in the morning, he hastened to the 
mayo/? demanding the keys of the city, «n order to permit an 
officer to e/ecute a mission he. had to fulfil, for which purpose lie 
was immediutody to repair to Philippe Auguste. ^The mayor, 
who always nut the keys under liiv dtfdster, could nor find them : 
alarmed at IW^ircuinsluncc, and suspecting treason, he rose, qjul 
summoned the gkrrison to aims. Having thus secured the tran- 
quillity of the repaired to the cathedral, to rctrtrn thanks 

to the Almighty for\fcs delivem^t^ and to supplicate the Virgin 
to use licr in fl utyiee gh t be restored toJiiin. His 
surprise mivv he imagined, when, on rai^ng^ws eyes to the statue, 
the lost keys were disetwered in lier tiaimL This miracle can sc <1 
the name of the church to be changed la 

Gramle, ayd the canons ofudb chapter obtained fl fie privilege of 
judging those # eases whicHwer^o be dfilfijied on the anniversary 
ortlBSlMt; ^wdovj! j Xhey had, besN^*fiiisprivilegc, tlic power of 
liberating ajTrisoner. During halpVramtury they continued in 
the enjoyment. of this fight, when, hav^ff set at libeyy a geutle- 
man conftaed fokfhe debt of t, 2(10 livres, the creditor eutg/d 
protest against Ti* 1 ib c r atio n/b cfoqp tjie spe^^ourt oT judica- 
ture, which decided in fa^dur qOI# Smfcoiyand jhis sentence 
was subsequently confirmed by xhe pariiJbmSt pf^aris. The 
churches of St. Hilair%,*of St. John, andfSt^f^dcgomle, arc 
worthy of attention. The^ieart of ^li^nor, w^e or Louis VII., 
is deposited in the former; the second contains the inside of 
Rich pfd CoeA-de-Lion ; and the third, the ashes of iSt. Itjide- 
^uae, wife of Clotaire I. The church of* Saint John 
ind&d, the first erected in Poitiers." oi*the^site r it is jppj^cd, 
of a Roman mausoleum. About wo centuries ago, a stene was, 
found close H its foundations, beaimg the following Hiserijjjjdfc*: 

To the memory of Cladllia Var milled daughter of the proconsul 
m 5 
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Pag£ua.” Near the city mite, called de Ppnt Jouh&rt , there is 
an pneient monument, consisting of an immense stone, resting 
upon live pillars ; it is cabled ^Pierre levee, and is considered a 
Pictish monument. It also contains tlie remains «pf a palace, 
built by Gallien; the aqueduct, which supplied it with water; 
and the ruins of a circus. The waits of Poitiers are exceed- 
ingly pretty, particularly tha‘t called le pare de I1lossac y which is 
intersected by avenues' of trees, and forms, the east, a mag- 
nificent terrace. Between Beauvais and Maupertuis is the cele- 
brated plain, immortalised hr historic records, by the victory of 
Edward the Black Prince over John of France. Not fa/ distant 
is the castle of Chau vigny, in whitfli'ilie Dauphin v;»\ placed, by 
his govenioJ r >, during the battle. 

The m/tnufaejures of Poitiers consist in linen, silks, and 
spiffs. Its environs produce corn, wines, and bi^ndy. 

Long. W est 1° 3l>' 12" ; lat. 4(>° 34' 60", f Eteuty-seven leagues 
South-wtst from Paris. K! £ '*' 

( 'h atkli.era i lt is its outlay; The road from this 

place to Saint Savin is uiigiy r ne^Ttiful, through a fine 

forest ; and in its ©^rep^arj several vi / eyards of qplebrity* hut 
nvtlv raw sans cpines. The country abounds in excellent vipers , 
which *b r^4jft «ffiported to Venice, to be converted into 
mediciner. * / ‘ 


Saint Savin is Ejjuatcd ir^me the prosiest valleys of 
Poitou, upon the banks ot lcrf. Jar tempe. This # pi^<^^iu/nari- 
gable, and the height o& M witters varies so much, that it has 
been found. necessary tj/collect Jiem in a*. dyke^ that the mill of 
tln^pvvn may be constantly kept dt work. The following curious 
circumstance tips plaV^ on the day of what is called 

the great eclipse. Ong of titav^jabikqits, who was in the habit 
of bathing jn #v pattijplor .part of the nv£r,at the foot of a rock, 
, discovered, bjj^ban^;, underneath it, a large excavation, upon a 
projecting plant qf which a person nflght find a dry seat at all 
times. Fatigued a little by swimming, the man plqped himself 
upon thij projection, intending to resume his amusement ^vhen 
refreshed ; but, in the mean time, the eclipse began, And heVfs 
soonTphyigctkili pe^ecudarknpss. Alarmed at the circumstance, 


jic, however, preferred remaining where he was, c rather than en- 
the dangers that would beset him in an attempt to reach 
h^drore ; and when the edipse passed aVay, he gladly hailed the 
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Returning fight, an^ hastened to rep-in his home, where*t$ es- 
cape and return was considered a miracle, and a mass warper- 
formed immediately, on the banl*s oh the river, in token of grati- 
tude for hi^deliverance, he having Been twenty-four hours ah- « 
sent, and supposed drowned. 


SECTION XIII. 


ANCIENT PROVINCES O? AUNIS, SAINTONGE, 
• AND ANGOUMO hS. 

CON*flUNXiH^THE DEPARTMENTS OF CHARENTE ^FifiRTECRE 
AND CHARENTE. 



«r • 

• ^ 9 A bbaye de la Coutonne. # 

T#is is a maritime department (W.), composed of 4Saintmig%» 
j&dAngounum. „ % • * 

Soil. — Neai;the sea coast the ftprshe 1 ! produce excellent* salt, 
yet the marshes are by no mean^profitablolw to health ; cqp J 
and wine, and Brandy^ however, prosper, and are obj^wof 4 
exportation in a small Wav. * 
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The principal^of these are the Gironda, C karmic * 
and the Touvre, * 

TTemaiikable Person $. 7^3^/*ea, founder of the; religious 
order for the redempt^fr' of captives ; Amelotte, Du-Jm'ry, 
Dubmdl , and Colon, to whom France is indebted ior the intro- 
duction of vaccination ; Reaumur , &c* See. 

Religion.— Roman Catholic, under the Bishop of Rochelle. 
Its judicial judgment "Is attached to that of the Cour Rr,yale of 
Poitiers, and, it i s comprised in the twelfth inilitiivy division. 

This department is divided jut o six arrondissements, viz., La 
Rochelle , Saint vs, Ruphefort , Saint Jean Auyelly , J onsafs, and 
ft famines. - \ 

, ‘ S'* , 

CHIEF TOWNS. 

r* 

The ancient provinces of Aunis and Saintonge^ow constitute 
tfie department of Charente 1nf£rieuhe. " 

Rochelle.— T he antiquity of this bityjis/e-y great; indeed, 
it is supposed to he the ancient . Rortm Sit/ onum mentioned by 
Ptolemy. Its siege in 1 57.7^5 V onow.twAi, \b at it has 
been already detailed i^STtfistory of Charles IX. f therefore 
wc shall only observe, tm '/mlsunt, tliatht resisted twenty partial 
attac^yAj^, ^gguJ&r assaults ; that it received thirty thousand 
cannon balb^nnd SuM^t a period ^hen man had not attained 
the perfection of u bilks# upon^iatltymatical principles.” The 
resistance of the Protesters yj& indeed extraord^nagj^^^ie 
following instance of coimy^o and presence of of one man 
in particular, deserves to. oe recorded. lie was a native of the 
i&lo^of Rife, but his n<£mc lies npt been transinitled to posterity. 
A "milT^ftd beenjjntrusted to hiL sole guardianship, when the 
enemy, anxiousto b^itT^ijsea^ioiK^f so desirable a spot, sur- 
rounded if \ the c^i<5|>r ob&nfcTd all\ioir movetrienta from his 
elevated 4and immediately" conceived plan of 

inducing 'th; Co to imagine it Was rftdly a place of great im- 
portance. He appeared fifst in one part, then in another, and 
kept up suth a rapid fire, gave the word of conpallnd Und his 
■^-orders si. audibly, and in different tones, that , the heHcyers 
drought the mill w as fyll «of soldiers. The owner of the mul. 
having. Observed th? circumstance from a distance, gave signals 
*%*yf to direct the oestmod</of defence. Thus passed the night, 
b\Jn^ day dawite£the;$<|jitary soldier* foreseeing he must even- 
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dually submit, crffeyed to capitulafe ; the Catholics consented, 
hut what was their surprise when ^hey discovered the captain 
and the garrison to be one and the same individual ! The sequel 
of the tale a disgrace to the victors, -w-they sent this brave man 1 
to the galleys, but fortunately he contrived to make his escape. 

In 1622 Louis XIII. made a vain attempt to capture 
Ruchelk; but when % Richelieu took the management of affairs 
into Ills hands, tyc Roehdois sunk undfcr the superior tactics of 
his great and mighty spirit. Richelieu caused the city to be 
surrounded so as to prevent an jfc provision from being conveyed 
into if by land ; and by erecting the famous mole at the mouth 
of the liar^jur, he prevented nil foreign supplies. On the 10th 
of AugJlst, ToO?, the siege commenced; and upofcfithis occasion 
(juilton, thef] mayor of Rochelle, oujiis appointment, made the 
following derivation : — “ Yes, I will be mayor, on condition 
i that I shall broermitted to plunge this dagger into the breast 
of the first pcffitMwfio shall talk of surrendering ; tu*l I insist 
that it mgvbe appWh to tlie se^e purpose cyn myseff, if I pro- 
pose to^Waib^e'. V(fc^.^iy^atVbis dagger rcinaiq upon the 
table orthte-our pla\ of counciT.'N^uri^g foupjrfionths and 
eighteen days, the Rwkelois kept to tins resolution ; but when 
famine daily \hinned the number of shell 

fish and vegetables were u/v tongcr to he got, sonf^on^ ventured 
to mentipu this circum^hne^O GuUtdn, to which he coolly 
that thebahf one left to shuUthe gates,” 
Bu^iim|Kp1rity was at lengthrchged to yield to ihehorrors 
which' smltoufided hirp: out of fl5,00(\ouls there was ntfw only 
left 3,000, for' ^ur-fifths had/alifcady perished by rite swggHofe 
by famine. *' Louis XIILAud pardinyd rjy^elk^togethe* 
entered the city in triumph, sbeiriy resounded with tv 

Deum and actions <b yrhee, f* thp riqtoaj^theyjtad gained, 
intermingled with the*afburnful groans off tie dying, and the. 
shrieks of the living, as they gassed bn the gh^sriy Countenances 
of tjie belpved objects of their adeefioft, sinking to the grave, 
rifle vjdtims* oflfcfamine. Therforrifioations of the city were after* 
v/jKim destroyed, but in the reign of Louis XIV. \hby 
Vebv.il t, under the <$e of the celelM^ Vpban, 'ffis «ity it 
situated at the«bottora of % liUtoVnlf, jwd ji built with much 
regularity ; riie streets are orn^neutbd by a piazza, which rrp&A 
an agreeabl? walk fo^foot passengers in all weathers. La 
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paste ti!c I'Horloye forms, likewise, a very fige arcade? now that* 
tiie fiddle pillar which supported it has been adroitly removed. 
The Promenade du Mail commands a very extensive* prospect, 
both by sea and land. The isles of Rht, Aix, and flleron, are 
all to be seen from this delightful walk, which is supplied with 
seats; and on a line clear evening, juft before sun-set, nothing 
can he imagined more beautiful than this Enchanting prospect, 
in which the ocean fonhs so considerable a feature ; ami *iu sen- 
sible, indeed; must that heart be, which refuses to yield to the 
majestic fascination of this sublime and independent part of the 
works of the Creator. * The Rochelle ladies are celebrated for 
their expressive eyes, soft flexible .features, and tha£Xvitchcry of 
the human fhee which is irresistible. . ' 

It carries on a brisk tradp in wine, brandy, salt, gaper, cloths, 
sejges, (Stc. jT 

Long. West 3° 2' 4"; lat. 4(1° 9' 43". Oj/j hundred and 
twenty leagues South-West from Parish J j 
The isle of Ru£^s tliree leagues distanp\/Sin Rochelle; it was 
known to. the Romans, and ft put TJieifn^ly Victors, 

calling if, hvmi tbis#'drcj^^tance, Insulameorum , , ( the isle of the 
condettnird ; ) from w hence, f)y corrupS 
namcr ^(^ittlc towns, and four forts, erected by 

Van ban. f , Tfitr approach .to tins isl^n 1 is diflicult on the western 
extremity, where the focks expmd dbnsidcrahly into the sea. 
To prevent, in part, the evfls/^sulting from this^c^r^w^to^ec^t 
lighthouse has been erect<y*fcaHed la Tour des Bedtimes. 

Aix ismgLch neareT tUj Continent ; this, island is likewise well 

vfo*$&d. 'A c 

The isfevf situated txMte south of the two former, 

is much larggr and raie pojJVJgijs tnSn either of them, though 
it contains Jmt twSftS^ns : f it'ha% also, risforts and fortifications, 
* t and is expeedingfy fertile. Nature has^placefi aroKjjd it num- 
berless rock^’and^ sand-banks, which Quake the navigation in its 
. neighbourhood very dangerous ; and the tower de ChamYork has 
been erected on the western coast, which goes tty me c&lme of 
^a^vage, so wild and dangerous is it. There ary two lantkr^s 
placed one above tjje ofchef on this tower *br pharos, which* are^ 

S ble at an immense distance. To the south, a number of 
xe placed, pointing out to manners the safest parts for 
, in case of shipwreck; and ttyo cannon are stationed 
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•here likewise, to jrespond to any^ signal of distress. \n ac- 
commodation has been provided for ^ the pilots ; in short, where 
nature has placed a danger, man has here provided assistance, 
an antidotc^to the best of his abilities, -.-but who can set bounds 
to the power and ravages of the ocean, hut He who made it? 
The inhabitants of Olertit are clever architects, and such expert 
seamen r that Eleanft of Guyennt f chalked out (from the laws 
and regulations o( their maritime police* that code called Rolles 
d'Oleron , which has since served as a foundation^ or model, of 
the French maritime ordinances.* t 

Rochefort, which Colbert always called la Ville d'Or , from 
the immefljjji sums which Louis XIV. expended in making it 
one of The f<W great naval depots of his kingaS®, as well as 
one of the Jnost. beautiful towns iiLFrancc^is placed at the 
extremity small gulf. Cherbourg and Brest have bejpn 
already describ^L and so far has Rochefort , when considered as 
a nayqj dep6tT*Pfe<ft>fln exhausted his skill in its fortifications ; 
and its rampart, wlMj nearly circles the cjty, affords a beauti- 
ful promenade (p thV inbft’. A ' Even so lately a$ the year 
HKft, Rochefort conttflbcd only a^cfi^ 4 u, j .«urrounjl«<f by a few 
fishermen’s huts; and mese Louis XIVT bought, and in opposi- 
tion to the opinion and wishes of his mijysjjyr CWfe^ltrtrained 
the lands, # and, in short, k^sheef upon it cnorrilBfus tf sums ; his 
comprehensive mind having, 7&a singm glance, discerned the 
vlSf^^te^tages its situation pKgdhted* and the (result has 
proved thaTnejudged rightly: y^^ith all the advantages it 
possesses, it has oue ^reat drawback Th human comfort, — it is 
very unhealthy. { It lias a c^nofl foundry, and employs 
vessels in a cod •fishery. Zliere Js also a rasan-fisflKe irallev 
slaves. 

Long. West 3° ; lat ^6® 2' 34^jT rtlne jyindred and 

twenty-sevph leagues south- West from Pans.® v 

In ttyfneighbourhood df Salntes^ formeny MedManum , there 
are^Jhe remains of a triumphal arch, which now forms one of the 
arcbptin abAdge over La Ckarente ; this river has? of course, 
changed its course of late years. An amphitheatre, not maefi' 
inferior to that of NJ&mes, and the rfins*of qfx aqueduct? awl its 
situation, seem* to prove that it wqs appropigUed to the shows 
called Naumachia. 
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„ 2.— DEPARTMENT OF CHARENTK. 

n • 

This is an inland department (W.), consisting, of ancient 
Anyoumais, some parts of Saintonge , Poitou , and Marne. 

Soil. — T he soil of this department is generally dry, cal- 
careous, and burning. The* hills, which aic almost of *lu equal 
height, are composed 'of beds of shells, a^d the remains of 
marine bodius, placed sometimes in a horizontal position, some- 
times in a vertical one. In tlie arrondissement of Ctmfolens and 
of Barbezienx, on tic* road to Bourdeaux , the fandes, or deaths, 
arc extensive : some attempts hayp been made to cultivate them, 
but withouj, success ; they are much intersect .1 by stagnate 
waters: the Jew sheep which graze upon these wil^s are valued 
at a franc a piece ! There are, also, in this - cighbourhood, 
many large ponds containing a variety of fish.,/ 
lliVFiys. — The principal rivers in the CtSnr*iX. arc thesp : — Die 
Chnrente , tic Viapie, the Droyjr, the T/ftydouhr, the Bandia , 
the 7btffg, and the A r e t or Ifattc — — * t » \ 

C-ANAL.^The ejjpal^, df^hoitou join/ the Charm tv to* the 
Vienne by the Claire. ^ • 

Mj ^c^.^I^umtam^niincs of copper, antimony, lead, and 
iron ; thejtwO latter onh^are work^fbc There are, likewise, quar- 
ries of excellent frees tmie and ltfnognipliie stone. 

Learned SociETiEs.~<.H{^l«<jroM/tW there of 

Agriculture, of Arts ancJ^^Cicitccs. There is alft) a Cabinet of 
Natural History, Physic, and o^ Chemist ^y. 

,J^['Markarle Persons. — fsalkfla dc Taiillrfcfi , wife of John of 
Englana , Kin^ of prance; Margaret of Valois, 

Queen of Navarre; La ±\orhrfovcauld ; Madame dc 

. Mmti’symn ^Moniltlerfyn't ; %'Ec/ielleCGftirnier Lahrmitrc ; and 
t Bimud, to wlioi i\ Napoleon entrusted the fcomutoml of the 
avant-garde tff the jfrmy of reserve it* the memorable h^mpaign 
of Marengo, ^ 

Re uok>V— R oman Catholic, forming part off the diAfqesc of 

* Louise de Savoie, Countess of Angoult'mfy returning, the l?tli uf 
Sept? 1494, frona a wtlk hi tin prk of Cognac, was overtaken in her 
journey* by the paifc of labour . The princess could not regain the 
clJhqau; she withdrew therefore under an elm in the ppk; and it was 
there and then that she gave lirtfr to FranciS xhc First. 


C * 
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Angoulfira^ The, department forms the diocese of a bishopric, 
under the Archbishop of Bordeaux. The Protestants' have a 
consistoria\ church at Jarme. ' • 

This department is divided into Jive ammdissemrnti , viz., 
An gout one, Cmfokns, Barbezieux, Cognac. Its civil 

government depends upon, the Cour Jingo h of Bourdeaux ; it is 
comprised iu the twentieth military division. 

CHIEF TOWNS. 

Anuouleme is the chief tdwn in this department ; it is 
situated on the Charente, but on* such a progressively rising 
ground Irony the banks of the river, that it enjoys a pure, clear 
air, andVomiPiuids a most extensive prospect the river, 
though it is surrounded by rocks on the opposite siderj\ It should 
seem that g\ji springs of water were scared in this part of 
. France, for aiming the excellencies of Angoul&me, good waUr 
for drinking is as one. The cathedral was founded 

by Clovis, after hc\fyl defeated and slain Alaric thfr doth. It 
presents a curious mVtVy~n£ architecture, fol as it has suffered 
much in the w*ars l^wcen the i\vpch and English, it has 
l>een repairAl at many (Ifferent tiiffesfitkd-ugrccabl) to the taste 
of as many different epochs. 1 ts chief mamifac^e,k ijyiaper; 
besides which, it carries on a brisk tradE iif brandy, *^alt, cattle, 
wood, cl^jSs, cards, ho. <*fc. X ^ * 

; Iat. I&g 57". Oue hundred and 
tweuty«ra^nN^K®es South of P.ari\ 

Iu. tftev neighbourhood of this town^js the celebrated plain of 
Jarnac, wbeved^e great Cond/ qjie of tlie Protestant leadpts, 
was assassinated Jby Montes^iou. The results of jj&is risn&KS 
Ivave been given in the irfstpry flf France, ifjrthe minutia? 
attending his death ape too Interesting to he oiftitted in this 
place. 

The .inclemency of tht^ season had caused an imlnense de- # 
serrimrfrom the Catholic and Proliant armitfs, and the leaders 
of^Erih pfettes, were anxious to decide the contest before a 
further diwimlion of their forces should render such * proceed* 
lng impracticalle. 4 The Catholics, under the command of the 
Duke, of Aujoii, had inarched in 1 mass updh ChotCauMeuf, and 
crossed the river upoh a bridge Ihey bad # constrttctei in the 
night. Coligny, comraafider-iu-chW(of did Pvotestants, sensible * 
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of tl v inferiority of 'his numbers, and fearing to be surrounded, 
ordered a retreat ; but Conch*, in despair, and disdaining flight, 
assembled four hundred gentlemen, and having exhorted them, 
to seek victory or death in the ranks of the enemy, ^they unani- 
mously promised to share with him the danger and glory of such 
an enterprise. Conde had fallen from his horse on tlie preceding 
evening, and his arm was in a sling ; while he was addressing 
his friends, the horse of the Duke of Rochcfoucault reared and 
struck him on the thigh, which lie broke. Conde, turning to 
the duke, calmly observed, <# yfiu see how dangerous an animal 
is a restive horse in the day of battle.” Then resulting his 
address to his companions, he continued, “ This accident will 
not impede, r *sy purpose: with my arm iu a scayf, and my thigh 
broken, I /will conduct you through the ranks of the enemy. 
You see, my brafe companions in arms, how’my^h I rely upon 
you; mutilated ns T am, I have still sufficient jy.ength left, since 
my courage is still unshaken, and Vburf yV* second it.” At 
this mmlieiit Henry IV., then a youtJrand his own son, 
approached, and wished to in his perilous and 

glorious ^'undertaking ; br^C'onde repliVd, “ l5o, my children, 
retire; the army maydk-lia/ lose its /uief, it is y$u who must 
replay hum”. 

lie then Yelped \spift% to Iris lio^e- and followed by bis com- 
panions, lushed into tl*€ thickesyw tin 4 light, where lie performed 
wonders: his horse was at length killed under h'nn, ami- n It 
fell in the midst of his cnesfries ^ unable to risi^ii^SffiTldefended 
himself. At this critical moment, alone and disabled, for his 
coippanionK* had all fifllen, <*he* gallant Lavetjgne de Tressan 
. aavtuice^K.to his rescue with 150* men, but they only came to 
fall in heaps round him. ^mon^he enemy Cond£ at length 
recognised k deserter of thef ' Prote&fant cause, D’Argence, 
fonnerly )ih. servant : he raised his vis©?/ D’Argencc recognised 
* his inastet, bore him from the* field v and placed hih: under a 
tree in safety. ‘Montesquieu passing shortly after, the 
wounded hero ; and exclaiming, “ kill y kill ” ,he c fired, ‘and 
X/ondd feH. Thi» atrocious murder was succeedo by an afct no 
le& atrocious : by the desir^of the Duke of AnjoL the body* was 
tjedjj&pon an ass, atltt lecl tnwCgh the Catholic &£my, amidst the 
saApuns and insulft of theysoldiers, in which their commander 
was apt ashamed to join. 
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• The following lines commemorated this infamous act:-^ 

41 L’an mil-cinq-cenUsoixante-neuf, 

Entre Jarnac et/Jhuteau-Neuf, 

Fut portr mort sur une Anesse 
Le grand cnnemi de la messe.” 

In the year 1770 a monument was raised to perpetuate the 
memory of this battle* upon which the following lines of Voltaire 
were eftgraven # 

“ O plaincs de Jarnac ! 0 coup inhumain ! 9 

Baibare Montesquiou, mdius guerrier qn’assassm !” 

n 

This monument was destroyed at the time of the revolution, 
but in l*g24 the government intended to replace iv ^ 

Verteuil is*a small town, but so delightfully siftiated, that 
the Counts of Rochefoucauld chose ft as theftr dwelling place. 
Anne de Pologtix widow of one of these noblemen, entertained 
the Emperor Chvtes|V. at this place ; he was so much delighted 
with his reception! that he |aid, — ‘ II n’avoit jaiftals ei6 en 
maison qui sentit miltoix sa^graiqle v^rtu, honfletete, et seigneurie 
que* celle-la.” *By She bye, tliis aruperor used to* cite live 
wonders in* France \aris, as Ot vtor&l ; Orleans, as a city; • 
Poitiers, as a village; Tours, sis a garden; the^jmteau/if the 
Counts of Rochefoucauld, ast a home. e *' ,iF 

y«rtmil>i as formerly vypll lWtified; and the following circum- 
which occurred in the century, while it was in 

the English, is wefrgi relating : — 

The Duke of Bourbon was hcsieg^ig it, when, finding he 
could make no impression on tj/e qptwaid works, he*resolved to 
undermine it; and the Du Ire de Montferrand, th^govemS??? 
having adopted the same means ajf a mode of dflSnce, the two 
parties met, and a combat underground commenced Bourbon, 
being informed of this /scurastauce, ‘descend^! the ftine, where 
he challenged to single cojnbat the man whom he saw Exhibiting * 
the desperate and bravest proofs of courage. They were 
sadff^nomnt of the other’s rank ; but v one of« Bourbon’s 
kniglRs, uneaw at his master’s absence, joined him Mow, and. 
ther^ discover®, to JJontferrand that he was engaged With 
Bourbon. Up|n this the govern*i^Montf$rra»d> immediately 
ceased the combat, soliciting the honour of^knighthoocf at the 
hands of so renowned a knight as Bouton, and promising to deliver *■ 
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up tha'placc on the following day, which he accordingly did. It 
was then that the liewly-ma&c knight flung nimself at the feet of 
Bo&rbon, wlio restored to hiiy all the prisoners, imjde him a 

> present of two horses, and conferred on him the order of JSFcu. 

* In a village near Coufolcns, Madame dc Moulcspan was born ; 
and near Aubcterre are the remains qjT a castle, belonging for- 
merly to Pal trot Demure, w^o assassinated, the Duke of Guise. 

Two basins, separated by a natural dike of rocks, and distin- 
guished by the naines of the Dormant and fiohi/fant, form the 
sources of the Touvre. Tlit^ Dormant is extremely profound, 
and resembles, at all times; a mirror; but the waters,, iOf the 
HomHant appear boiling, throwing up globules of water with 
a sullen ncy?.,. The Touvre, when the waters of these two 
basins unije, is so fresh and clear, that after its union with the 
Chavente, the two rivers can be distinguished at a,great distance. 
Awing side by side without mingling their wa^rs. Yet during 
the turnout r months, the Touvre is sOm^i^ troubled; and, 
what is ‘very singular, this change is rf^.- produced by rain. 
During the other seasons, \)w "J’oiutc pro# rves nearly -the same 
smooth ami limpid coum. It is supposed That the subter- 

* raucous resort oirs arc ,txslJ and so profound, tlnft the waters 
can "dcpi^it ^heir slime in the basins before they form the 
Touvre. in its eoulrse* 4 this* rival is no less singular; in the 
summer, its waters artycovcretWith <*ress, reeds, add a variety 
of aquatic plants, in the, .mobile of which puffins, and« rt ^er 
birds, build their nests. Af>. the first frost, all ‘Uit.j. plants disap- 
pear, and the ice is theiylrequented by wild ducks, and birds of 
p.isscge. "’lie river abound^ w-^li trout of various kinds, and 
eeis. TJwjjpilf of the Touvre li formed like an inverted cone, 
the bottom <jt which can be keen in (^nc weather; it is composed 
of poakojjj^fml tyoken rocks. *There\sa legend related in the 
Dilice* fteiu France, of which the following is the substance: — 

* A certaiif queen of France, who \jjas anxious to k^ow from 
whence this Dofmant received ins waters, caused a who 
was under sentence of death, to he put in a cage, lighted with 
flambeau#, which' was then lowered into the gulff After he bad 
refnained there some time, Ahe cage was dsawn t,p. His report ^ 
was ’ links satisfactory. , Iiv declared that he hkd seen nothing 
hut nicies, and hu$e fishes ; And that, if he had not been brought 
up just at that moment, he,4houid hare died w ith tvld and fright. 
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SECTION XIV. 

ANCIENT PROVINCES OF GITKNNE AND (JASCOGN1S, 

C ONTAINING. THE DEPARTMENTS OF GIRONDE, LANDES, DORDOGNE, 
LOT p.T GARONNE, 1 *GERS, HACTE S r l>* r£,N fiES. l.C£T, TARN ET 
GARONNE, AVF.YRON. 


DEPARTMENT OF IHRONDE. . 

Tfirs Heparln\cnt, which is maritime (S.W.), is instituted of 
si portion ofJruienne. * 

Son.. — Tu&jjoil is fertile, in the North of tlif department, upon 
foe banks of ihO G aronne and the Dordoyne. To the South- w?st 
extend extensive tytrfcs, to heaths, and the whole of the coast is 
bordered with dowfcj* or sands, which arc dangerous' in some 
places, and extremer* difficult ajL all times ; "awl woe betide the 
daring* stranger, who sVill attempt to '.'’averse these d tints without 
a. guide ! S8 impraetiealilc, indeed? is Tt to profit by the advantages ' 
which a maritime department generally possess^ tlpit .there is 
hut one port absolutely ujy>^ tlie*ocea5i, fliat of Teste dr Buck. 
Bourdeaux, \ Blat/e, and I'+unttae, upon the Gironde, in fact, arc 
pact?' of great Importance, hut thwy not sea-ports.^ Marshes, 
of great extefft, bdrder the Gironde 4 $m Bourdeaux to its mouth; 
in some peaces extending two league from the hanks of the 
river. Formerly Bourdeaux wfts saimwirdcd hy the A, hut^usJ^ 
of this waste land has been drained, and converted into axabtf' 
land, yet Bourdeaux is stil^ infected hy the marshes oil the south- 
ern banks of the Girmme. The Salt-marshes at "Lesparre are 
very profitable. • » • 

Rivers.— F ive navigabjp rivers traverse this department, viz. : — * 
the Q/rttome, tlie Isle, the Dordoyne , the Garonnfi, and the Gironde , 
vvffie^fallS into tlie ocean, and which is united to 4he Mediter- 
- ranean by. tlic\6r aroma? and the canal of Lanyvedoe. * * 

QuARRiEs.-i There are many quarries of freestone those at 
Roque, Bond, Ind Langoiran, arctnost esteehied. There are no 
establishments for mineral waters* dn the Gironde, but at die 
Tdle de Buch there are excellent sefybaths. 
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Learned Societies, cVtj. — A Royal Academy of Sciences, 
Arts, and Belles-Lettres ; an Athenaeum ; Societies of Commer- 
cial' Emulation, of Medicine; Cabinet of Natural History, of 
, Antiquities, Ac. 

• Remarkable Persons.— Montesquieu, Monlaigde , Bertrand 
de Gout/*, Pope by the name of Clemmt V., the famous Captal 
de Buck , the Black Prince , Jttichard II. cjf England, De Seze , 
who defended Louis XVI. ; De Cates, minister of Louis XVIII., 
and Peyronnet , minister of Charles X. ; Magmdie , Carle Vernet , 
a host of barristers, literati, poets; musicians, Ac. 

Religion.— Catholic ; it forms part of the diocese of B&urdeaux. 
The Protestants possess three consistorial churches, besides 
temples; and there is a consistorial synagogue of the Tews, at 
Bourdcaux. 

This department is divided into six arrondissemerfi viz. — Bnur- 
d/Zmx, Bazas , Blaye , la Rente, Lesparre , Libdkme. Its civil 
government depends upon the (Jour Rayak of? iourdeaux. It is 
comprised in the eleventh military division/ / 

CHIEF TOWNS. 

* 

• Bourdeaux extends aiuiig'tlic North 5idc of the Uaroiine, in 

the form pf V* horsc-slioc, the most western point of which is 
occupied by the fauxbouTg des Charjr^ns. The port is about two 
leagues in* length, and, .in some juats, 6,000 feet in breadth. Of 
its principal buildings, the^Ey change, its two tlfcatres, and \ts 
two churches of Saint Anfie and Saint Midftel, ’are the most 
conspicuous : the two steeples ol‘ the former are each 625 feet 
Kgjiy and that of the later \yu> *he highest in , France, until its 
n3p%ll ip n hurricane, A. D. 1 76m This city also contains other 
churches worthy of notice, tlib Archbishop’s palace, and an Hbtel 
de V Intent dance. , * « \ 

v Its principal theatre is considered a tmsler-piecc of architec- 
ture; and; as it stands detached dronymy other building, it pre- 
sents a magnificent object to 'the eye of the spectator. It is sur- 
rounded, onrits four sides, by a portico ; the front nrcdSnts ^ peri- 
style of twelve Corinthian columns, sunuounted llj a balustrade 
ani twekve statues. The inferior of this theatre so admirably 
arranged, 1 so magmffccntly adevned, by painting Sand sculpture, 
and so well ligbted^that these joint perfections produce a magic 
effect, and render it one of the wonders in France. It stands 
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upon the site of a monument erected j by Lascivus Canilius, and 
consecrated *by him* to the tu.tUe d 9 Auguste. The columns of this 
* monument were so lofty, that they commanded a view of 4lie 
whole city* In the reign of Louis XIV., Richelieu, being 
governor, redtived orders from the court to remove the ruins of this 
temple, and cut down a fine avenue of trees, in order to lay open 
the approaches to the Chateau Tromjwttc, which is now no more, 
and to lay the foundation of a theatre, of tlye very fi&t description, 
upon the very spyt ^vhert* the temple stood. He met with the 
most determined opposition in hi# projects: the avenue of trees 
formed a favourite walk of the Jiordclois , but Richelieu was not 
to be turned aside from his purpose by tlfe arguments of the 
citizens, or the threats of the gentlemen of the lon^ robe. One 
dark night, lie collected an immense number of work-people, and 
when the moiViiig daw ned on the astonished inhabitants, every 
tree lay prostrate jits leafy honours drooping, and soiled by that 
earth which had sl , lately <«iven it strength, colour, and beauty, 
which has lived its sfrirt day, and is now no more. The fountains 
d'Audege eVde Fiyun\vu, which* date their origin so far hack as 
tlic time of Augustus, " still remain ; besides which, thjfrc is a 
building called Porte Jfaye, of the scimw.date, which has escaped 
the ravages of time, of the Goths, the Vandals, the Saracens, ‘and 
the Normans. 

• Hourdeaux, vflfut^ ton monument ; 

Tel do la vieille rfome /-flit le fondement. 

1 tlus augufite cut la Porte €iasse 

*PQu£le liaut portail d'uft palais. 

• Son antique et superbe masNC 

Voit ley bit'd^s couler, .■ !m%;Vbraifler jamais. 

The palace of Gallien, which was never completed,* in still to be 
seen ; but its two principal portals ay all that remain. In the 
fauxbourg Saint Surin tb ;je are still some remains of «n amphi- 
theatre, at least of its arena : tlje dens, in w£ich the* animals 
were kept, are still in existence. Thy arena' itself is now covered 
witli beautify 1 turf. Le Cachet de N6r<m> also, is interesting to 
the antiquary ; ?and there remains proof that, ju days* of auld 
lang syne, Bouroeaux was, as it now is, a place of considerable 
importance and |eautyT # • 

The name of Bourdeaux is not denved from Ike junction *of the 
words lord and ea’ux, as is generally supposed, but from two 
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small, rivers, viz., the Ilowdc ami the Jalle, from which it re- 
ceived the appellation of Irurdiyala y by (corruption, llourdeaux. 
This city was appointed, by Augustus, to be the capital of the 
second Aquitaine. Its college dr Guienne was then so famous, 
that several of its professors were called to Rome afld Constanti- 
nople; and one of them, A usonc, tlic Latin poet, hecaine consul. 

Tlie port, la Place Royalty the Jardin public, and the a\ enure 
of Tommy, dll afftwl the most delightful walks. The Jardin 
public served as a model, it is said, for tlufee of the ThuiUcrivs. 
The port , lit tlie end of whiehtis the Ghartrons is, primps, tlie 
most interesting of all these ‘walks, from tin- lively and varied 
picture which it presents. The number of vessels, from all 
nations, which are here assembled, as well as the numerous mer- 
chants which frequent it, the animation, the life which this scene 
offers, present, to the btuty, a continual source .uiiuseiiient ; 
but the contemplative miml must elsewhere so -k for « njoxinenl. 
There are many .lews in the city, and the hffuse of Grad is has’, 
more than, once during the last century, relieved the w ants of the 
difl'erenl governments that ha' e ruled Tran e. This nrcuuiManee 
is sufficient to declare the wealth of tho* house; hut one among 
its owners has other cj-iinoi upon ma/ikind, than* tie «-e winch 
simply arise from the circumstance of*its having sidled rrai.cc 
as a nation. W hen o«a‘ of , the ejder branches of tin house was 
near liist-end, he assembled his relating and heits arvuiid his |»ul, 
and thus addressed them u In div iding my fovtunc among }t mi, 
T have reserved 100,000 iii;owns for my own* particular disposal; 
this sum is entirely coniflosed of bills, given to me bv those whom 
it has boon rny lot to ^ave fromhruin hv timely assistance : permit 
"U.'fc to carry with me to the tomf. the sweet reflection that they 
are free?*- lie said thisf he threw the bills into the fire, and 
shortly afterwards his soul c tnok its flight to those benevolent re- 
gions, where we^are permitted to hopp\hat his virtues might be 
rewarded by the approbation qf his Creator. In the Fauxbmry 
les Charltons arc the wine-cellars, fdl- brandy and the wine called 
vin de Board mux, (clarcl.) The cleanliness which* is remarked 
in tbese^ cellars is truly singular, and is, indeed carric&<to such 
okcpss^ that it might he construed into i’astidioilness, were it not 
knawii 'that the wipes of Qeis part of the*\vorld| are exceedingly 
susceptible and liable to injury from coming in contact with any 
air that is not pure. Tliyfre is, likewise, here, ag immense mill, 
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which grinds com for the whole population. The engineer who 
erected this mill, had, apparently, an insuperable difficulty to 
overcome, -rthc lack of water ; but, by means of a reservoir, this 
difficulty has been surmounted, and tlic .same water which turns 
the mill at the ebb, has been made to supply it at the flood tide. 
The construction of this will cost 1,500,000 francs; but the 
bridge over the Garonne cost 20,000,000. It is, considered as 
one amcmg the finest in Europe. * 

The beautiful* bridge of Bourdeaux consists of seventeen 
arches of masonry, hewn stone aud bricks, resting on sixteen 
stone piers, and two stone abutments. The* seven arches in the 
middle are of equal dimensions, and arc eighty-seven feet in 
diameter. \ The qpening of the first and the last arches is sixty- 
ciglit feet, a^l the rest are of intermediate dimensions. The 
vaults have llicf form of arcs of a circle, whose rise or height ys 
equal to a third pt Tt of their cord. The thickness of the pier is 
thirteen feet, nine fJlches. The tympanum, or interval between 
two arches, is adome^ with tlief royal cipher,, encircled with a 
crown of oak. ant^ engraven on a ground of bricks. Above the 
arches is a fine bold cornice ; am^twD pavilions, adorned with 
por„ 'te* and columns (If the Doric order, are built at each 
extremitv of the bridge. t * 

The oarajjet is five feet ; the # width of each foot-path eight feet, 
two inches ; the % width of file road thirty-two feet, four inches, 
and the whole width of the bridge forty- eight feet, eight inches. 
A slight decliv&y, commencing &t the •fifth arch on each side, 
and descending towards the banks, facilitates the un^on of^the^ 
road- way with quifys, and allow? the* rain- water to flow off. Ttiv 
injury, however, produced by rains^will he more «V*?tainly pre- 
vented by an ingenious arrangement^of which no other building 
presents an example. Ti£ imposing mass of contiguous vaults, 
already mentioned, and in appearance so heavy, Is bound together 
interiorly by a multitude of galleries, similar to the apartments of 
cloisters, whjph communicate with each other, from qpe end of 
the bridge to thA other. By means of these vaults, the engineer , 
can, at any time* examine tlie condition of the arches be]pw tlTe 
road-way, and if will be easy to ke^f^them up and repair tffem 
without interrupting the passage of carriages. •There exists even 
under each footpath of the road-way at continuous gallery, in the 
form of an aqueduct, by wiiich the springs from the hills, on the 
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right hank of the Garom^, may be conveyed anti distributed 
through the city. 

f n order to give an idea of ^the extent of this bridge, the fol- 
lowing table has been ttyawn up, shewing its magnitude in com- 
parison with some of the principal bridges in Europe.* 


c 
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'ICng.Jt. 

Bourdeuux,ovet Garonne j 1597 
Waterlog over Thames ! 12^7 
Toura, over the &.oirc .. H 1424 
, Guillotine, over Rhone 1 1S70 
Dresden, over the Elbe | 1447 

'ft. m. 
48 8 

42 0 

47 10 
24 11 
34 3 

17 

9 

15 

18 
18 

Jt. w. 
Sli 11 / 
118 0 
• 80/ 0 
very unequal 

^54 9 

ft. in. 

13 9 

20 0 
10 0 
unequal 
32 10 


Great as this bridge is in poirri of magnitude, yet it is neither 
by the number nor the size of its arches tiyit it recommends 
itself to^the notice of thc^rofessional eJg ineer. 

TJie depth of the river, the rapidity of its currents, and par- 
ticularly riie wastability^of its bed, were the real difficulties which 
called fcjrth the talents of tfie en^i freer ; and in tfyesc respects, 
the bridge of Bourdcaux will not suffer by a ^comparison with 
any other work of the same kind. 

“ The Garonne has a dejith of twenty, twenty-five, and, in some 
places, of pbcut thirty-five feet^und twicp every daylthe flux and 
-icCux of the sea raise its Watery sixteen, an<f even twenty feet 
high ; afldv& currents, in J>oth directions, liuve often a velocity 
of more tliayu ten feet in a second. This river flows over a sandy 
and mutiny bottom, which is easily displaced, and which collects 
in bank^in different parts of its course/’ 

t; In order to /bund such,a buildii% upon a soil of such consist- 
ency, 230j>iles of fir-wood were driven in as the foundation of 
each piy. After they had penetrated the grouftd fronfcwenty- 
1> sk to thirty-three feet, they were all cut over in a*level, about 
thirteen feet beloyn the lo^ater of the river. | A large boat, or 

* Full drawings and descriptions of rhe bridges. of Tours, La Guillo- 
tine, and Dresden, will befcund in Mr. Telford’s article on Bridge, in 
the Edinburgh ( Encyjclopeedi&. ’ * " 
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floating caisson, with a flat bottom, and of a pyramidal fonn, 

# received the first row <3f stones of the pier; and when this was, as 
it were, thrown down in its plac^, the workmen descended ^n 
diving-bells,- and made the caisson rest op the piles destined to 
bear it. A general pavement, consisting of loose stones, covered 
the bed of the river in the direction of the arches. These stones, 
enveloped and agglutinated by the nuid which collects between 
them, fonn a bed impenetrable to the cotrosive action of the 
waters, and insurc*the permanence of the bridge.” Such is the 
account given in the eighth number of the Edinb. Journal of 
Science. • • 

The commerce of Bourdcaux is very extensive in wines, brandy, 
vinegar, plants, honey, pitch, &e. \e. It also fits out many 
vessels to the^hale fisheries. # • 

Long. West 2° 54' 14"; lat. 44° 50' 12". One hundred and # 
fifty-eight leagues South-west from Paris. 

Libourne is the place wflere the elder Talbot so gallantly met 
his fate, at the advan^d age ofc eighty. lie yas carried in a 
litter to givfe his orders to his soldiers, and having desired his 
son to <Juit the field, the ktter replieiL like the son of so brave a 
sire, “ that he could appreciate no glory equal to that of dying 
with his father.” The sequel is too well kny wn. Both father and 
son found a bed of honour fri the field of battle. At Qmtras, 
Henry IV., on the 25th of ^October, 1587* gained a complete 
victory over his enemies, and among the prisoners were the Duke 
de Joyeuse and dkatcau Reynard: the latter Henry singled out, 
exclaiming, “'Rends- toi, gkili&tin” # 1 

Blaye is the onlj important place* upon the Gironde . It H 
protected by the forts <du Medoc and di+ Pate ; the former is on 
the opposite shore, the latter on an island. Blaye is very 
ancient; it is spdken of by Ptolemy*; and the poet Amove men- 
tions it in the third century, as Blaye la Guerriere /besides which, 
the renowned and preux che&ilier Rofand, nephew of Charle- 
magne, was its # lord ; and after the unfortunate battle pf Ron- 
cevalles, l&> uncle 'paused his body to be embalmed and w^ppped 
in silks, having his \Durandal at his head, and his Olifant bJ, his* 
feet lie was carruJI by two mules, ai^haroughtoto Blaye, yheft; 
it was buried, armed cap-a-pi£. The Ducheap of Beni fcas, 
in 1832, confined'herfe, after her capture ’-gt Nantes. All foreign 
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vessels going up the river' are obliged to deposit t]ieir arms "at 
this place. 

'Long. West 3° 12'; lat. 45? 7'. 

About eleven leagues from Blaye is to be seen la tour de Cor - 
(hman, a lighthouse, placed at the mouth of the river Gironde. 
It is 600 feet high, and is composed v of the three principal orders 
of architecture. On the top is an immense iron reservoir (n- 
chaud), capable of containing 225 pounds (if coals, which burn 
all night, and throw a strong light all over the adjoining coast. 
The foundations of this lighthouse were laid A.D. 1584, by a 
celebrated architect, called Louis da Faix. * 

2.— DEPARTMENT OK LANDES./ 

This a maritime department (S.W.), compose! of a part of 

, (i uimne. 

Soil. — The soil is principally composed of sands, which are 
along thp coast, moveable. This department is, indeed, one 
vast extended plain, presenting the appeytrance of an evergreen 
suvface from the heaths and furze which covt/ it, and the planta- 
tions of dwarf oak, wljjcli,, with much difficulty and care, at a 
certain distance take root in the lighrsoil. 

Forests of lir extend along the sea-coast from Bourdeaux to 
Bayonne. u 

Rivers. — These are the Adour and the Midouze. 

Mineral Waters.— A t Dax there is an establishment for 

1 * 

visitors, who repair tliiriier to drink the waters. 

, Remarkable Person. — Pierre de Margin. 

Religion. — Catholic, part cf the diocese of Aire . 

This department is divvied into three ariDiidisseraents, viz. : — 
Mont de Marsan, Saint firver, and Dax. Its judicial govern- 
ment depends upon the- (Jour Royal^A Pau , and it forms part of 
the eleventh military division- 

f* 

• < 

CHIEF TOWNS. 

< r 

Mo^vt Marsan. — T his town is situated on fhe rivei SMidouze, 
•in tlyit part of the department called Chalosse , which contains also 
the tqwns of Dac, Am-, Wild St. Sever. K Les } jmdes (the' heaths), 
properly speaking, extend along the sea-coast from the environs 
of Bourdeaux unto Baijpnne. They produfce buck-wheat, resin, 
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irk, and hgney ; and la Chalosse, which is separated from them 
• by the rivers la Midome and VAdour, produces wine, corn, and 
fruits ; these would be very abundant, were it not that they lire 
frequently Cjjt off by violent hail-storms . # The soil of les Landes 
is, in the summer season, composed of black moving sands, which 
the sudden gusts of wind, in a dry season, whirl into the air, to 
the danger of such persons as are not, like the natives, raised 
above its immediatt^effects by stilts. In the winter, on the oon- 
trary, these sand^are transformed into marshes, so unstable near 
the sea-shore, as to be perfectly impassable. The habitations of 
les Laruhis arc built of a yellow earth, and goofed in with briars. 
Their furniture is rude, and made of the pine and the oak. One 
or two eauhen paps form their cooking apparatus ; and aheap of 
sliccp-skins%pread on the ground, serve for bed and* covering. 
On Sundays and holidays, which they religiously observe, ah- 
though there is no resident priest among them, they indulge 
themselves with if glass of wine. On these occasions, men 
women, and children* repair to* the cabaret , (v^hich scarcely de- 
serves to tie transited into public house,) and there they amuse 
themselves with music and dancing Some one sings a loud and 
noisy song, which is seceded by a clapping of hands, accom- 
panied by a little u wry-necked fife" TJic young people fiance 
la farandole U) these harmonious sounds, marking thc # time by 
their gestures as well as their steps. Their ordinary fare consists 
of a piece of cruchade , a kind of paste made of maize and honey, 
which the gooeftvife places ready on *a plate for every member of 
the family, on his return from work ; sometimes a bit # of broiled 
bacon is added, as* a peculiar luxury. The Landais are exceed- 4 
inglv hospitable, and are willing to«share their humble morsel 
with those who have not the means of procuring food for 
themselves. * . " m 

It is not surprising that these jpeople should be superstitious, 
since, from their isolated situation, tjiey are deprived of any in- 
tercourse wjfh their fellow-creatures: they have no one to cn- 
liglitcn^heir minds, no one to give them any instruction in re- 
ligion ; and* so seldom is it that a priest is seen among them, that 
the prayers for tjie deati are often repeated bp the oldesf woman 
who is within a convenient distant. , v Thei^mourning for the 
master of the family lasts twelve months the men wrap them- 
sq)v£s in a capuchon, or long cloak, and the women cover their 
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heads with a black cloth ; and the two earthen pans, which con- 
stitute the kitchen furniture, are likewise Veiled during the year 
ofhiourning. They believe in ghosts, in witchcraft, and loups- 
garmix , (wier-wolf, or wolf-men,) and, like all superstitious and 
timid people, they delight, on the long winter evenings, in re- 
lating stories which terrify the listeners into an awful, witching 
silence. Thf mode of contracting theii* marriages is. this: — the 
young man repairs tothe house of the parents whose daflghter he 
wishes to marry ; he is invited to supper ; towards the conclusion 
of the repast, the girl appears, bearing in her hand the dessert , 
which decides the fate of the lover ; if she place walmfis before 
him, he is to consider his offer rejected ; hut if she present to him 
wine, he may conclude that he is agreeable in the /yes of the 
lady. The day^followiqg this betrothing, the you/fc girl, accom- 
panied by her mother, goes to visit her relations and friends, car- 
rying with her a large empty basket, # into which every one puts 
something, — either eggs, flax, linseed, — in liliort, whatever the 
basket will hold, •and which is fvitliin tliej^ power to put into it. 
The day preceding the marriage, the future husband assembles 
his friends, and thus accompanied, he proceeds # to the l) ride’s 
house : having knocked at the door, 'the nearest relation of the 
young girl opens to hixp, and presents the oldest woman of the 
house, hut she is put aside hv the gallant, and lie .demands her 
who has been jyromised to him. The girl, who is seldom more 
than fouYteen years of agfc, then advances teher # lover, and gives 
him a flower, and she, in return, receives a sash, which lie has 
^tlio privilege of tying round her waist. .The next Jay, the wed- 
dfcig is celebrated with much simplicity, after which the newly- 
married couple Tcpair to their own house, if* they have one ; but 
if the luisMmd seek a hoipp under the roof of his wife’s parents, 
he finds llic yotc of a plougt at the, door; if, on the contrary, 
the young woman accompanies her husband to the house of her 
father-in-law, ju broom is presented ft) her at the threshold. The 
Larulais ^re mostly shepherds; and they rear, witt much care, 
% that littfe industrious insect, the bee, for the Landes, Jh many 
[farts, 4 abound with wild aromatic plants. They have also con- 
trived, *vith muchdabour difficulty, to planl the fir anti other 
resinous trees, which, while young, are supported by props, until 
they attain sufficient strength to resist the ten^pestuous wind, 
that comes rushing along the heaths with much violence. There 
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ale some spots enlivened by the heath and sweet broom, which 
flourish, and afford fine pasturage for their sheep. One class of 
the inhabitants is called resineurs: these are furnished with a 
hatchet and a long pole, notched at certain distances, by which 
they climb 8ic trees, and chop off the branches, or make incisions 
in them, from which the resin exudes, and flows down into pits 
dug at the bottom of t^e tree. . 

The unltealthinc^ of this country is so .great, that the inhabi- 
tants are old at forty, and they seldom attain a grcat # agc. They 
are dull and melancholy, and tlils^is the natural consequence of 
the solityry life they lead. Mounted on lijp high stilts, a man 
traverses at a rapid pact*, and with much agility, his extensive 
plains, striding over ditches or’ heaps of furze, without turning 
out of the (^ject road. When he arrives at tlic spo^ where his 
sheep arc to pasture, he places a long slick, wlflch he carries for 
the purpose, to the middle of his back, and upon this lie lean!, 
while he employs lwmself*in knitting. Those who live near the 
Pyrenees prepare gre^t quantities of charcoal, which “they carry, 
sometimes, into Spain: Their costume will be best described by 
the accompanying engraving. . 



The love of his Dative soil is inherent in man, and this feeling 
is # njore strongly exemplified in the inhabitants of such countries 
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as les Landes , than among those who revel in the ^luxuries <fa 
happier and more fertile climes. The poor *Landais is a striking 
example of this amor patria ± many instances arc Related in 
which, when transferred to proud an 4 wealthy cities* or a more 
luxuriant country, he has pined for his barren heath and mud 
cottage, and has absolutely died, before the natural termination 
of his days, of the maladie djt pays. 9 

But to return to Mmt de Marsan , which ij the principal town 
of this dcpajtment. It was founded by Pierre ,• Vicomte de Mar - 
san, in 1140. The canal dcs t Landes greatly contributes to its 
prosperity. The pri^e of its inhabitants divides them into two 
distinct classes, which never have any personal or friendly com- 
munication with each other, unless circumstances ^absolutely 
compel thfm. ^ 

Long. West 3*' 4' ; lat. 44°. One hundred and ninety-two 
leagues South-west from Paris. 

Aire is a small town, in the neighbouring! of which are the 
ruins of a Castle built by Alaric II. - 
- Saint Leve is Vain o us for its bull-fights and the pride of its 
inhabitants, both of which, as well as many of their customs, they 
derive from their ancestors , the Spaniaijfls. They are so quick to 
take e deuce, that they have acquired the surname of Tites de sable. 

Dax is seated on the A dour, ndfci^aore than fifteen feet above 
the level of the water; the consequence is, that in heavy rains 
and stores, which are so* frequent in this part of France, the 
country and its towns are often overflown. Dax jfossesses mineral 
waters, excellent for curing palsy and rheumatism. 4 A vast basin 
incite mitullc of the tfcwn receives these waters, and the inliabi- 
# tants sometimes use them fqjr making their bread. Some persons 
attribute to 4 this too frequent application of these hot waters, the 
sickly appearance of the J)ac<j[aois ; yet they live to a good old 
age, and the women, though pale, are* very handsome. 

In the time of the Romans this toevn was called Urbsaqnensis ; 
and, according to their usual custom, wherever mineral waters 
were found, they erected baths. The inhabitants attribute to this 
•luxurious, as well as warlike, people, a curious custom, which 
they call combats dfs jtots types. A wooden fort is constructed in 
the A dour, and fjjj.erc two Champions, mobled up in a helmet 
and cuirass, bearing a shield on their arms, drive back eight 
valiant heroes who attack them from d boat. The knights of the 
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fort fling,* with all, their might, seconded by all their agility, 
earthen pots and pans at their enemies, while the besiegers return 
the compliment by hurling bakal earthen grenades againsf the 
fort and it* defenders. This game may certainly have its origin 
in the naumachiac of the Romans.* 

Long. West 3° 23' lat. 43° 42' 19". One hundred and 
eighty-eight leagues South-west freftn Paris. • 

Near this citj, Hi the village of Bastehnas, there is a peculiar 
kind of earth, which, if mixed # with wood, bums a» well as turf 
or bitumen; while, if it be employed in building, it will form a 
hard ?cment, impenetrable to water and the injuries of the 
weather. 


\— DEPARTMENT OF DORDOGNE 



Monument du J)yf de Biron. % 

ft • 

This is an inland department (S.W.), composed of portions 
Perigord , and Agenois, Bimousm , gtnd Angoumois. 

Soil a^d aspect of the country. — The department is inter- 
secteif by many barren hills and precipitous heights ; the former 
are^ occasionally enriched by the vine and woods; but, generally 
speaking, the soil is unproductive%*in som^ parts it is absolutely 
bare ; in others there are whole Adds of ^ yellow broom, and 

• The GauH set fire to the camp of one of Caesar’s generals, by throw* 
# ing uppn the tents balls of baked earth, a species of re^-hot shot. 

N 5 
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woods of chesnut trees; the valleys arc narrow and •unfruitful, 
not nnfre<iuently llooded by the storms which are so general in 
this* country. Those on the Imnks of the Dordogne, and the 
other principal streams, ■ form an exception to this observation, 
where corn, maize, ami vegetables, flourish luxuriantly; but 
these arc, like the green spots or isles *>f the desert, few and far 
between. Thw soil, which iS dry and unfertile, reposes upon a 
calcareous foundation. * % § 

Mountains. — T he country isjhitersected by hills, the highest 
of which are the Dag Ion, ])omV, and Peri llac. 

11/ vl its. — TIv Dortlogne, Vczcto, Isle, Dronne, and life Drot, 
are the principal. 

Ah nick. — T hu iron mines of this department* are /juductiw, 
and the mdial particularly flue ; copper, lead, cadmium, manga- 
nese, Sic. There are also some quarries of marhlc and alabaster, 
slate, mill-stone, granite, \o. t 

Mineiu^ \Vatj-. its. -There are several mineral springs in this 
department; thoMi of Bnchdrnc and Honutsons a^e much 
frc(juented. « ( 

Learned Societies, &c.-*At Perigiicux there are Sonic tie? 
'of Agriculture, Sciences and Arts; a ^School for Drawing, a 
Botanic Garden, a Mineralogy cal (Collection, See. 

it r. mar*. abi.e Persons. — Thefajni^es of Talleyrand , Taillvfer, 
( iontaut Biro a, J)c Pons, Ftnelon , Vc. <S:c. ; many famous trou- 
badours, shell as An laud efc Morcuil , Aymcrydc l&Mut, Her ami 
de Sulignac , ‘S.c. Beaupuy , Dumcsnil , Hr auto me, Laqurtc, Mon- 
t(yg ne, SiC.f weve all natives of this department^ 

0 This department is divided into live arrondmanens, viz. 
Pjr‘u;ueud\ Ron Iron, Surlat, 'Bergerac, Riherac. 

Kelioion£~ Human Gatin* 1 ic. The Protestants have two ton- 
Material clrt. relies, upon which dopeiuDsix pastors. There aic, 
•besides these, ten chapels, two Bihle^ Societies, one Missionary 
Socidy, two Traut Societies, und seven Proto tant schools. 

CHIEF TOWNS. 

PtfRiopEi x is a snail ill-K^ilt town: the streets are crooked; 
and, w ere it not ft* the beautiful walks beyond its walls, and 
,thc savoury Perigucux path that are f made within them, the 
traveller would^ scarcely think Periguedx worthy of his notitel 
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The walks* in the Jardin Public, the Triangle , and Toimu;, are 
very line. 

Pcrigueux is not celebrated fo*any manufacture in partieftlai, 
hut for ait, effort to excel in many. . Its ancient name \\a*» 
Pesonna, a Gaulish town, and in its neighbourhood there art 
still some military remains attributed to that people ; hatchets . 
and other implement* of war of An antique form, ha\c been 
found fn its vicinity. Under the Romans* Perigueux was one 
of the richest and most flourishing cities of the empire ; there 
are also the remains of an amphitheatre, capable of containing 
twentyffour thousand spectators, public lmths, and an ancient 
temple of Mars. It has been, the scat of war in former times 
between Romans, the Gauls, the Goths, the Saracens, and 
the Norman*, and in later times between th^ English and the 
French ; and, at a still later period, it was the scene of maii£ a 
sanguinary conflict between the Leaguers and the Calwnists. 
The cathedral, cihled Eg Use dc Saint Front, was erected in the 
fourth century. *. * 0 

Long. 1° 36 # ; lat. 45° 1 1' 10". One hundred and sixteen 

leagues South-west from Paris. » 

Biiantomk. — T histortn is pleasantly situated in a little island* 
formed by the Dronne ; it stands jit the foot of a hill : on the 
summit of dliis hill there iSfap old abbey, formerly befynging to 
a community # of Benedictine monks. The chapel and the 
steeple are partly $>f Gothic, and partly Saxon architecture, and 
exceedingly beautiful. Tradition relates that Charlemagne was 
its founder. On his return from Gascony, Reposing himself near p 
grotto, from whence the Druids Sad pronounced their oracles* 
he resolved to obliterate, if possible, the remembrance of their 
cruel religion, and for this purpose greeted a church of peace in 
its neighbourhood. Tl*e historian • Bran tome possessed this 
abbey in commendum, wliithet he retired aher the* battle ut ** 
Jarnac, and here he composed a part of his celebrated works. 

There tue many Druidic remains near this toyn: among 
these, the Pierre Levee is one of the most cgnspicuqps. Thjs 
dolmen consists of actable, fourteen feet long, five brqpd, mid 
three and one-twelfth of thickn^i ; it is supported # hy three 
stones about eight feet high. The rocking Uone of Saint Etienne 
Ic Droux cai^be put in motion by a small touch. The tumuli • 
«f»th^2elts are also numerous; that called la* tombelle do U 
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Vigerie, near Saint tquilin, is thirty feet in circumference at it# 
base. There are many others of the like description ; that at 
Pontaux is flat at the top, aifd sufficiently extensive for the 
farmers to make use of it* as a threshing floor. * 

Mucin\N. — This town was highly prized by the English* 
while they had possession of Guienm \ and they bestowed no 
common pains to fortify it; Hut Du Gueactin , nevertheless, made 
himself master of k. Bergerac, in this ‘neighbourhood, is 
famous for iVs white wines, which arc sent to iiolland, and its 
red wines, which are exported to America. 

Saint Cyprien is built at the foot of a hill, beyond and above 
which rise a number of pointed rocks. 

Bligue is seated in the midst of gardens richly striked with 
apple-trees # and vipes, smiling meadows, and arable Kinds. The 
hqspital is the only public edifice that requires a passing remark. 
Buguc carries on a brisk trade, to wljich its proximity to the 
confluence of the rivers la Fezere and the *Dordogne greatly 
contributes. A slv>rt distance from the north of the ^town, an 
abundant spring bursts like a torrent from a caloareous rock, and 
immediately forms a stream, which, in its course, is employed in 
turning many mills. There is, in this Neighbourhood, likewise, 
a profound abyss, called tiron dc Potyeysac. There arc many silly 
stories related respecting it, but th^lmth is simply this: — a man 
of the name of Pomcysuc was thrown into it by *somc brigands ; 
and as it ' had occasionally happened after jhis #i that several 
persons had shared the like fate, the inhabitants coipplained to 
the intenrlOf'it of the province, who gavon orders that the abyss 
should be covered in, since it was impossible to fill it up ; it was 
therefore vaulted over, but, tfrom an error in fhc construction of 
the roof, it gUvc way; a secqpd was then constructed, consisting 
of three rail's one over the other, eaclwesting .upon the interior 
• projections of the rock. 0 

Not far from this place tlia curious 'traveller may see the finest 


grotto in France, called Grotte de Miremont; the entrance to it 
if on thp side ojf a barren hill ; the passage is at first very 
natrow, f and from the entrance to its extreipity is 3,270 feet long, 
and ¥3,0£0 feet altogether, ify its different ramifications ; and a 
traveller who pen elites to its greatest extent, and traverses all 
its windings, will have travelled the distance of tv;o ltagues. 
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out a guide. Not very long ago, three workmen, having entered 
this grotto without a guide, perished in it, the victims of their 
imprudence. The accident wasP discovered by their dog, who, 
having at last found his way out, placed himself at the entrance 
of the grotto, where, by his bowlings and his restless impatience 
when any one approached the grotto, he excited curiosity, and 
the bodies of the men* were thus discovered. • 

The Stalactites, Crystallizations, petrifietl shells, columns, pyra- 
mids, of the most curious shapes and beauty, fohn its sides; 
while the roof, composed of solid rock, combine to make this 
Grotte^le Miremont one of the most remarkable of its kind. 

Sarlat, which is now an insignificant town, was in ancient 
times orn^f tha celebrated seats of Druidical power ; its school 
of medicinwvas resorted to from all parts of §uul, aftd after the 
invalid received his cure, he repaired to the top of a mountain, 
still called Druille , to yffer sacrifices to the god of medicine. 
The soil, for some? miles round this town, is so varied as to form 
the mostyStriking contrasts, aiitt that too at very short distances. 
In some parts it presents the aspect of a barren desert, consisting 
of sandy ptyiris covered with brills, bare rocks, and the melan- 
choly juniper; sudden^, a smiling country displays ail the 
luxuriance which nature aiuj cultivation combined can produce 
in a rich s<jil. Then agaifi, jugged rocks, crowned by blasted 
pines, that seejn to have outlived the storms of ages, burst upon 
the amazed y-avejler, who, as he pursues his solitafy journey, 
where nothing bright meets his eye hut the lichen and moss 
which here and then* enliven the project in grqpn brilliant 
patches, is deliglited all at once, on abruptly turning a rock, U* 
see before him air extensive forcstf consisting of the holm, the 
oak, and Spanish cliesnut. In tht^ valleys of this* 1 varied coun- 
try, the view is, confined *to a small space; but oil eiimbing the 
steep rocks and hills, the most extraordinary prospect presents'' 
itself. From hereto Slontignatk the road i& beautiful beyoud 
description; on the contrary^ it is almost impossibly to pourtray 
the glSomy solitude which on all sides meets the eye the li- 
velier, as lie journey^ from Sarlat tp Miremont. The valleyk of 
the Dordogne and the Vtzcre, wjpeh arc frpen to th<* ^elt and 
south-west wind, are exposed to storms andPtcmpests, more par- 
ticularly frouj being placed between two powerful conductors,* 
thfi mountains of Auvetgne to the east, and those of Limousin 
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to the north-east. only the form of these hills* which is 

that of a sugar loaf, hut their metallic structure, renders them 
powerful conductors; and bench it is, that this part of 'the coun- 
try is often assailed by terrific storms of bail, rain, a»il thunder, 
not unfrequently accompanied by water-spouts and hurricanes, 
which are so violent as to level whole forests, to sweep away the 
vineyards, destroy the corn, hnd of a blooThing country, to make 
a desert. Add to this, that the torrents frfcm the mountains, 
precipitating* thcnischcs from rpek to rock, on reaching the 
valley, sometimes force tlicmsdves a passage even through the 
solid rock, and completely change the face of the country* 


F— DEPARTMENT OF LOT ET GARONNE. 

This is an inlaw l department (S.W.), composed of a part of 
(h tienne and Gascogne. 

Soil. — The valleys through which* the y>t and Garonne 
flow, are ri#h and fertile ; but the hills, which are of a chalk) 
nature, and the v.flleys between them, arc, generally Speaking, 
barren and unfruitful in many parts : towards flic west, tligre is 
% a small extent of the country Occupied Jy the lamhm * 

Remarkable Persons. — Da Bart as, Le Franc de l*om- 
pignan , Jean de la Valdttc, Grami plaster of Malta ; Genera! 
Downer c* See. . • « • 

This department is divided into four arromlissemens , \ i. 
Agon, Ntrac, Marmande , Filtencuve (V A gen. its judicial go\ ele- 
ment depends upon the Cour lloyalc of Agen, and informs part 
jA the twentieth military divi^on. • • 

* KSa id ion. — Roman Catholic, depending on the diocese of 
A gen. The ^Protestants lia\8 four consistorial churches in this 
department, and. nineteen temples or houses of prayer; three 
Bible Societies, <\pc Missionary Society, a Tract Society, and 
‘sixteen Pfotestant schools. • 


t CHIEF TOWNS. # 

» Agen,° which 4s seated near the Garonne, contains little 
worthy nf notice. The churches of Saint £ tienne, and of Saint 
Caprais, ere crect?d before Jhe time of Clovis. Saint Caprais, 
to whom the latter ^is dedicated, suffered martyrdom A.D. 303; 
"and, it should seem, that the Roman •emperors exercised much 
persecution against -the Christians of this part of the wO^d; 'ftfr 



279 


DEPARTMENT OF - ET KKRONNF.. 

there was formerly a deep hole in the Hospice de St Capruis, 
called Sejmlcre aux Martyrs, in allusion to the great number of 
unhappy beings who had been thrown into it. Saint Caprais 
had taken«rcfuge in an hermitage, which is still to be seen on a 
rock north of Agen, from whence there is a beautiful prospect : 
here he concealed himself for some time, but was finally disco- 
vered. Agen has had many masters, and sever&l times it was 
destroyed. Tn while Marguerite de Fialois had possession 

of it, 

Dont le tres bon for Henri 
Fut pendant plus d’unc annTe 
Le trtVaffligc.inari; 

the Comtek th Roche, son of the Martchal de Martignon , 
resolved on surprising the garrison, and- takinpKhc queen andhei 
court prisoners ; he succeeded in forcing the gates, and entered 
'the town in the hajjit of a<pcasant at two o’clock in the morning; 
aud Margaret and her attendants, alarmed at this unexpected 
assault, sprang from their beds, and fortuflately made their 
escapp in their night clothes. 

There are still some remains of Homan baths and arenas in its 
vicinity, and many medals have been found in tbe adjacent*ficlds. 

The Protestants of this jlace sitflcrdO. dreadfully in the war< 
between the*CathoIics and Xbe*Huguonots. * 

Long. 1 ° 43' 40 " ; lat. 44° 12' 22". m 

ViLLKNEcxaD’AttEN is tolerably. built. The Lot divides it 
into two ptrts, which are united by a bridge of one arch, 
100 feet wide, and so High, that tig? barges pass undbr it with' 
out lowering their masts. 9 * 

Margaret of Valois, while besieging this place, 4>ok prisoner 
Cieutat , father of the governor of.tlfc city. The queen ordered 
him to he conducted cl&e to the walls, an cU there \o be put 
to death, unless be would u^p liis*influcnce over his son,* and in- 
duce him to give up the place. Buf the gallant? old man, when 
he saWghjg’son, who hail b<£n summoned to the* ramparts, 
exclaimed, Do not allow yourself to be diverted frflm youf' 
duty ;#and remember, «f I could be^so base as to give >bu ^ins 
other couusel, I should no longer your father, but® a cow- 
ardly wretch, a traitor, an enemy of yowPglory, and of our 
joint country.’ 1 
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The wretches wpf> surrounded the old man had already raised 
their daggers, when his son pretended he would consent to sur- 
render die city. The gates vfcrc opened; but young Cieutat , 
instead of submitting, fell bravely upon his enemies, assisted by 
his garrison, put them to flight, and rescued his father, whom he 
carried in triumph to Filleneuve Agen .* 

Nerac is a 'pretty little tdwn, which derives its interest from 
having shared, with Pau, the honour of being the lesidence 
of Henry IV. The remains of the castle belonging to his family, 
and built by the English, are Still to be seen ; indeed, the walls 
of Nerac were standing until the late civil wars, during which, 
more monuments of the olden time were destroyed than in any 
former period. , t 

MarmaNdk possesses, fine streets and pretty fountains; it 
Harries on a brisk trade in wines and corn : it was founded by 
the piratical Normans. 0 

5.— DEPARTMENT OF GERS. i 

This is an inland department (S.), consisting of a part of 
Gaskpgne. 

Soil of this department ,is much varied ; in some parts it is 
argillaceous, stony, and unfruitful; in others, it is rich, pro- 
ducing fine pasture and arable lands. It£ mountains are 
wooded. t j, 

Rivers. — The principal of these are, Gers, Gimonp , and Raise. 

M i n ES ti — Lead, iron , turquoise, gypsum, and limestone, form a 
v part of its subterranean treasures; it likewise possesses some 
mineral springs. 0 

Remarkable Persons*— Marshal hasnes, Sabuttier , Blaise 
de Montfac, Scipion Duplex , &c. > • 

Religion. — Roman Catholic. .This department is the sec of 
the ancient archbishopric of Auch, founded in the fourth century. 
The Protestants have here a house of prayer annexed to the con- 
^sistoriabchurch of Montauban, and two Protestant schools. 

1 Thin department is divided into five arxpndmemens, viz.^ Auch y 
Condon , Lee tour 8, Lombte r Mirande . The judicial government 
depends upon th£ Cour Royale of Agen, and it is comprised in 
the tenth military division. u 4 
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4 

CHIEF TOWNS. A 

* 

Auch is placed on a mountain near the Gers, and conse- 
quently commands an extensivfi view: it is divided into the 
upper anc> lower town : the streets *are long, narrow, and 
crooked, hut clean and well paved. Its cathedral is ancient, at 
least a part of it ; but it’presents a disagreeable mixture of the 
gothic and modem style of architecture. It carries on a small 
trade in woollcji Stuffs, iron, slate, plaster of Paris, beasts, 
timber; and among its arbor i cultural products arc pSars, particu- 
larly those called Bon-ckretiens , (hr -pears of Auch . 

Long. West 1° 45' 4"; lat. 43® 38' 39"! One hundred and 
seventy-seven leagues South-west from Paris. 

Mi ran was founded in 1289, and received its name from 
the beauty of its situation. Woollens, jdown, goose leathers, and 
excellent partridges, are the sources from which it derives its 
prosperity. 9 

Lhctoure is mentioned in history, for its brjve defence 
against the famous Blaise de Montluc, the worthy instrument of 
the no less worthy Charles IX. The garrison finding the place 
no longer tenable, was at length obliged to capitulate, on condi- 
tion tli at Montluc should not proceed to extremities ggainst 
them : this he not only pi^njised to da, but signed his name to 
this declaration ; but no sooner were the gates open^ than the 
Count of Armqgnac, his lady, and children, were seized and put 
to death. T1 *j soldiers, like wild .beasts, ran up and down the 
town, killing all they met ; seven only of the inhabitants escaped, 
by flight, the gcjicral "massacre. 9 • # 

6.— DEPARTMENT OF IMUTES PYR^N^ES. 

« 

A frontier department (S.) *, it *is formed *of Bigorre and 
Armagnac, and Some otlfcr dependencies upoifc Gascfgne. 

Soil.— This department is divided into three distinct regions,* 
that of mountains, hills, and plains* The fornfer present / great 
numbei^f barren peaks and summits. The hills anct thejravines 
are covered with a vegetable earth, composed* of a fixture *f 
animal and vegctable^ubstances dissolved by the action ctf waters. 
The plains are sandy. * 

Mountains.— The Pyrenees, in various famifications, traverse 

the*departmeat. 

• * * 
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Forests. — Thesc4ire scatterbd in various parts; some on Hie 
mountains, these cbnsist of oak; some in Hie plains, S:c., and 
these consist of firs. 

Lakes. — There arc many lakes, though none very large, 
yet they are full of fish. 

Rivers. — A number of streams rise in this department: the 
cascade of Gavarnie is the , source of the Gers, the A dour, 
and the Gave-de-Pau. »Thc canal tPAlaric, and that of Gespe , 
arc employed more /or turning mills than for navigation. 

Remarkable Persons. — Michel do Castelnau , Despourvins , 
Barrere , Larrcy , M. tfe Jones , Loustanau , General Marti**, >Vc. 

Religion. — Roman Catholic, forming part of the diocese of 
Tarbes . 

This department is divided into four arrondm&hcns, viz. : 
Tarbes, Bagmres^Ar grits, Bareges. Its civil government de- 
pends upon the Cour Roy ale of Pan ; it is comprised in the 
tenth military division. 

i 

CHIEF TOWNS. 

, Tarbes. — Caesar calls the inhabitants of this town r far belli ; 
it has 'experienced many reverses of fortune. It is seated in a 
fine plain upon the Adour; thb housed are well built of stone and 
brick, witn slated roofs, and the streets are watered by streams 
from the Adour : it possesses magnificent gardens. In 1750 it 
was threatened with destruction by an earthquake, which com- 
pletely altered the face of a neighbouring country,' » hut fortu- 
nately it escaped. The, inhabitants of this department present a 
strange contrast to those of Les Landes , although the depart- 
ments join each other : they arc gay and lively, speak with great 
rapidity, pass qvickly frqnf one subject to another, suddenly 
change their voices from the most amuible to the most repulsive 
tones* employ hyperbole to express tkeir thoughts, and gesticu- 
late cVceedingly. It carries on a brisk commerce in cloths, 
paper, glass; ^c. . f t 

«Long. West 2°* 16' 1" ; lat. 43° 13' 52". One hundred and 
ninety-two leagues South-West from Parii# *■ 

GavarVjie. — The valley ofehis name is one of the most curious 
in this department ; it is situated quite on the frontiers, at the 
foot of the Pvr£n6cs. The Gave de Pau rises i.i it, and *.on- 
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tinues its # silvery collide througfi the mos^ picturesque scenes, 
which the following lines admirably describe? 1 . -- 

• O d’un pouvoir terrible iftcxplicables jeux ! 
monts de Gavarnie ! O redouttblc enceinte ! 

Sur vos flanca escarp£s, sur vos remparts neigeux, 

Dc ce monde changeant la vieillcasc est empreinte. 

* * # * • * 

• • • 

Ces cypres renvers6s, ces affreusej pcuplades, 

l)e ncyrs rochers ail loin Tun sur l’autfc t'tendus, 

Sur des gouftVcs sans fopd ces liameaux suspeudtis, 

Ce luxe de ruisseaux, de torrents, de cascades, 

Par cent canaux divers li-la-fois dcseendus ; 

Tout m’attriste et me plait ; tout m’annonce l’empire 
De l’cternel vicillard qui fuit sans s’arrctcr. 

la nature enfin tout force a inrditer. # 

Quelle cat belle en ces lieux ! q (telle hotreur ellc inspire! 

II nous faudrait ici Huftbn pour la dccrirc, • 

^Kt DeWlc pour la chanter. 

Yet wolves and bears bating these scenes of beaifty ; and the 
priest wfiosc philanthropy, and a sense of* duty, impels him 
to visit his Christian lloclf scattered up and down amidst these 
wilds, needs no small portion of courage to carry him through* 
his arduous undertaking. • 

BarEges consists of ahfcift ciglTty houses, forming one street ; 
the half o*f these arc built* on tlie side of the mountain, the 
opposite half ofi the hanks of the Gw c. The waters pi' Bareges 
were almost # unffnown until the ‘time of Louis XIV., when 
Madame fce Main tenon, at that time governess to the Duke of 
Maine, visited tlfcm for the benefit of.hif health. * • 

Bar&ges is so ^significant in itself, that, were it not lor its 
aqueous virtues, no one would ever visit it; event its provisions 
are brought from the distance T)f* twelve or •fourt^n leagues. 
But in tlie season* which commences in May,«and terminates \n m 
September, it is visited bytthe sick, in search of health; by the 
idle, in search of curiosities ; by the botanist, in search of slants; 
the mWfralogist, in search minerals; and the &amffler, in 
search of xhoney. * 9 ** 

The first class of Visitors are well described in the Allowing 
lines 

Sous une voute tfnebreuse 
Oil pend et brillgen perle un sel jaundtre et dur, 

Des veines d'un rocher recouvert d\mvieu*mur, 
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S’echappe qf^ros bouillohs une onde sulfureuse, 

Qui deposit un limon doux, savonneux, et pur. 
n Debout, d&s l’aube matinale, 

C’estla qu’un thermometre en main, 

Tout malAde en gutftre, en sandale, 

En mule Itroite, en brodcquin, 

Cure, juif, actrice ou vesta^e, 

Ou moine, ou gendarme, ou r^bin, 

Cou^t s’entonner d'eau minerale 
Et cuire a la chalcur du bain. « 

« 

The second class may be seen ariy where, — every where; tlic third, 
with his tin box, his cramp iron on his shoes, his iron-shod stick, 
ascends the mountains at dawn of day to collect vegetable trea- 
sures; the mineralogist, armed with a hammer, and, furnished 
with a waLet at his back, seeks the more elevated situations in 
search of rock crystal, violet-coloured granite, white schorl, 
penetrates the dangerous cavern where purple schorl is to he 
found, or crawls to the edge of the pits in search of the ami- 
anthus. October monies, and these numerous visitors disappear; 
and so do the inhabitants likewise, carrying away with them the 
doors and windows of their houses, and leaving them to the 
"ravages of the tempest, the torrent, the wolves, and the hears. 

At Campan there ar* marble qijjirrics, formerly much es- 
teemed ; *the peristyle at the chateau dc Trianon, and the 
columns at Versailles, are constructed of this variegated marble, 
the chief colour of which is green. The jvall^y of Campan 
seems formed to charm the eye of the traveller, who, is fatigued 
with gazing on the pf,aks, abysses, and *;ough mountain tops of 
“lie Pyrenees. The Adour d'Aure y and the Adour de Tourmulet , 
which rise in the Pyrenees, here meander through smiling 
meadows, richly cultivated gardens, and waving corn fields: the 
elegance or the houses, tlie flocks of sheep, and herds of cattle, 
•all those objects which bespeak wealth and peace, combine to 
produce a picture truly delightful, 'the herds are entrusted to 
a racJLof (Jogs called Chiens de^Qercail; they are‘V°rv large, 
qpd covered with long thick shaggy hair; the wolyes seldom 
vefiturc. where these animals are kept ; thpir bark is sufficient to 
prevent their approach, for their voice is deep and full ; but in 
other respects they* ure useless, for another breed of dogs is 
employed to collect the herd or attend ,|o the flock?. 

There was formerly a grotto of much repute in the v.’Mnity of 
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Campari; but it has been so completely stripped of its stalactites, 
that it is no longer worth going to see; besides which, there 
rises from it a fetid and thick vapour, exceedingly disagregable, 
and so powerful, as nearly to extinguish a flambeau that comes 
ill contact with it. Another curiosity of the valley is le putts ‘ 
d? Arris, situated in the middle of a forest, near the village 
d’Aste. This gulf so profound that there is no possibility of 
ascertaining into jyhat substance the stones Jail which are thrown 
into it: clouds of bats and jackdaws issue from the piouth of it on 
these occasions. The road lead ip g to this gulf is no less wonder- 
ful ; if is a Suited passage, through a bjock of marble, ninety 
feet thick, and above six miles long, running from east to west. 
The church of Campan contains the hat and wig of M. de 
Plantade\wlio, in 1741, visited le Pic du midi dc Jtyigneres : he 
was then seventy years of age ; and having l^rivcd at a platform 
called la Hourquette des cinq ours, lie was unable to support # the 
intensity of his feclingl, and the sublimity and beauty of the 
prospect which surrounded fiijn ; and having exclaifned, u Grand 
Dieu ! m que cela cst beau ! ” he instantly expired. But among 
these picturesque beaut|es of nature, the traveller is often 
startled by*thc appearance of a leing, resembling the dwarfs ef 
Sir Walter Scott; a creature about # four feet high, tvith an 
enormous head, stiff, loi^*hair,*a pale countenance, a dead- 
looking eye, legs that have fhe appearance of being in the last 
stage of a drtipsy, and an enormous goitre on the ^ieck, which 
sometimes hffngs"down below the Stomach. This unhappy being 
begs for charity by extending his hand, smiling vaguely, and by 
uttering inarticdlatc sounds or sujipwssfcd cries, wfiich lift deso- , 
late and degrade situation alonejnterprets. These Cagots , for 
so they are here called, live isolated from fhe rest of the world ; 
twenty years ago, if any one oft tlfe^e unfortunate beings left his 
hut, and ventured into the towns or villagesp the children wou^l 
exclaim,— Cagot, Cagoti anti this cry would bring tl^ smith 
from his forge, the shopkeeper from his counter, the prime indi- 
yidud^rom his fireside ; atift, if the poor being did i/t hasten 
his flight? and slow was his progress, he not unfrequenjly lojPhis 
lifi? by the stones tfiat were flung* after hyn. There was, how- 
ever, one day in the week,— Sufltfay, th^ Lord’s ddjr, and one 
asylum, the church, the Lord’s house, that was free to them, — yet 
rpSa there tirade a distinction between him and his fellow man. 
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A narrow clour, through which 'no one passed but the Cagots , a 
chapel, which no ofle entered but these unhappy Cagots , was 
referred for their sole use, wherg they offered up their imperfect 
prayers, without seeing or being seen by any one. Even in 
•these days, they are still* considered an outcast race; and an 
» alliance of a peasant girl of the plains with a Cagot y would 
excite as much commotion among the inhabitants of the valleys 
of the Pyrlndes, as tfye feigned one between Idamore and 
Neala, in M. Delavigno’s celebrated tragedy of the Paria. 
Yet it is strange that those deformities do not show themselves 
until a child has passed the age of six or seven : hens before this 
period like other healthy children ; his complexion is fresh, his 
eye lively, and his limbs in proportion ; but at twelve, his head 
has increased prodigiously, his complexion has beeonle sallow, 
his teeth have lost their whiteness, his eye its lire. Three yearn 
lattfr, his skin is shrivelled, his teeth open with difficulty, and he 
pronounces all the consonants with a Whistling indistinctness, 
that renders kis language unintelligible to strangers. His mind 
partakes of the deftfrmity and weakness of his body, for lie is, at 
fifteen, little better than an idiot. S*ch are the Cagots of -the 
Pyrenees. 

The inhabitants of the Pyrenees are exceedingly superstitious; 
they believe in witchcraft ; and 'in thfc whistling of the wind, or 
in its stomfy gusts, the shepherd lietfrs the spirit of the woods on 
the summit of the rock ; his , fancy, at the dim hottr of twilight, 
sees the sorcerer who destroys his cattle, and hdars 'his muttered 
incantations, which throw a spell over the object of his directions. 
In every neighbourhood ^theve is a sybil in connection with these 
iiAagitftlVy beings, and to her the credulous lover repairs to 
ascertain the fidelity of his mistress, or to acquire information 
respecting a stray, sheep, or the success and prosperity of any 
undertaking*^ may have in view. But woe .betide the mali- 
cious tfone*if she deceive him ! the blows of the disappointed 
lover a\l shepherd are by no means sparingly inflicted; these, 
howeven^are*not so fatal as the losffbf her reputation, %Mcb. h 
geflferallyfffllowed by famine and sometimes death, for she exists 
upon tjje Jiflts of her votaries. * # • ’ 

A marridjge in the flautes renees is a gala day. The bride 
attired in white, and wearing her joyaux d? argent , is surrounded 
her female friends attired in white "likewise. The friend « 
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> and relations sign the contract/ and afterwards repair to the 
church. The cortdge is led on by the sliejTRerds, blowing at 
intervals die horns with which* they collect their cattle # antf 
frighten away the wolves ; then comes tfce minstrel of the village 
with his violin ; he is followed by the bride and the bridesmaids; 
then follow other shepherds, their dress ornamented with ribbons 
and flowers. After the religious ceremony is performed, the 
company repair to the house of the bridegroom ; the bride enters 
first, and takes* in her hand a porringer; the husband then 
advances, makes the sign of tfi& cross upon her forehead, and 
drops hip offering into the vessel. Every erne follows his exam- 
ple by placing!, flower, a ring^ a chaplet, or some trifle of the 
kind, into this porringer : this is the first and last holiday in the 
life of a female peasant of the Pyrenees, — it is terminated by 
dancing and festivity ; but, on the following ^oming, she takes 
up that distaff which never quits her side, except when s£e 
retires to rest. W&le she attends to the cattle, while she follows 
the plough, while she rocks ^etcradlc, on her walk to church or 
to market, her busy fingers ply the distaff. 

Al> the shepherds of Pyr£n£es are expert anti daring 
hunters; the bear, whicJt is not so large as that of the Alpes, m 
they seek and attack, and generally succeed in despatching him 
with their daggers. They IrS also great smugglers. ^Vhcn the 
flocks arc brought home to tfie folds, when the snow covers the 
mountains, the# the Pyrenean shepherd traverses the upland 
regions, un^ pSsse.? into Spain, to purchase tobacco, laces, and 
other small objects of merchandise, which he sells in the valleys, 
if he be so fortuhate as to escape? the pursuit of oftier mbun- # 
taineers, who are tyired by the government to inteiCfept Him and 
such of his companions as adopt this dangerous ftiode of life. 
No situation of more intense ant fearful intefest be ima- 
gined, than that wftich the flight of the one, tad the pursuit 
the other, of these mountaineers presents ; both equally rigile, 
active, and daring, they climb from peak to peak, or ventipmsly 
lea^veft^Ti swim "across the tShent that impedes their jwgress. 
The result Is always fatal to the one or the other; eiper tffe 
smuggler has time to* prepare his* gun, or # the custom bouse 
officer has adjusted his, and their %im is ^o unerring ever to 
fail in^ achieving itfc object 

Kugntt£8 is ftorth of thrf Pic du Midi ; it is a pretty town, and 
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its church of St. Vincent, the fiospital, the theatre, and the beau- 4 
tiful house of FAscati, are worthy of notice. La maison de 
"Fr&^ati is fitted up for the here fit of the bathers; it .contains a 
concert room, ball rooms, reading rooms, dining moms, and 
other line apartments and baths. 

BagnRres was called by the Romans Picus Aquensis ; and 
according to the historian Salaignac , it was founded by the gods 
and goddesses wb<4 were wounded in the wars with the Titans, 
and were healed by its waters ! 


7 .— DEPARTMENT OF LOTf 


This is an inland department (S.), and composed of that part 
of Guiennfe called Qucrcy . 

e Soil. — It is vlaiy fertile, and is diversified by the undulations 
of hill and dale. The valleys which extend along the banks of 
the rivers jye exceedingly rich, producing an abundance of com, 
while the hills arc covered with' luxuriant vines, producing the 
celebrated wine of Vin de Grave. ^ 

Forests.— The forests arc'composed chiefly of ekesnut trees, 
thougji there are likewise mingled with them, properly denomi- 
nated forest trees, oak, bcech^ &c.* ^ 

Rivers. — The river Lot traverses from cast to west the 
department to which it gives its name. The A*\eyron t Garonne , 
Dordognt, and the Tarn, mpander amidst its, be; a tiful valleys. 

Remarkable Persons. — Clement Marot ; Boutyric ; May - 
nardj Jaqnes d*Eure t .Pope Jean XXII ^ fyc. 

R^j.igion. — R oman Catholic, forming part of the diocese of 
Agen. * 4 • 

This department is divided into three arrondissements, viz. : 
Cahors , Pigeac, ^ Gourd on. The judicial g^flernment depends 
the* Cour Boyale of ^en,«and jt is comprised in the tw>en- 
tictn^pilitary division. • 


CHIEF TOWNS. 


C*uo|s.— 111 the neighbourhood of Cahors the antiquarian 
may be gratified b^nspectfig the ruins of an amphitheatre, an 
aqueduct, and some other Roman monuments. The cathedral 
of Cahors is likewise interesting from its antiquity, f ?r its«i*o 
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pttpol ag ay past of a temple which the Homans had erected t< 
ICereuiy; and here terminate all remarks upon dm work* of m 
in Vis town. Its Batumi productions are truffles, dad tK^ftoS i 
exquisite fruits; and among the tetter, vines, which product 
grapes of so delicious a flavour, that Francis I. teaasplatttoc 
some of them to Fontafybkmi s the river Lot is fitiq&ta to it 


pike. . • * * 

As Cohort in itself possesses nothing die wgfljk dMMteni lug, c 
few anecdotes of customs long gone by may afford Stone amuse 
ment The wcient bishops or Cohort were formerly oounti 
likewise andfwhile they were officiating in their epipcopa 
functions, there were always placed near the altar, a helmet 
the cross, the crqtfer, a sword, and gauntlets, as mark* at {tab 
temporal asewell as spiritual power. The vgscounfafo Sum 
acknowledged himself as their vassal ; and a^fhe first entranq 
of the bishop into his <|ioeese, the viscount was obliged tx 
receive him at the*gates of CfltorrJjnltheaded and without « 
cloak; some venture so far Wo my, that bp was obliged fc 
appear ajs'a harlequin, having the right leg bare, and a slippei 
on his foot; jn this very eyraordiqaiy costume, he took* hold oi 
the bridle of the bishopfe mule, and conducted him tg* hi* 
palace * he then stood behind the jprelate’s chafe, and wafted 
upon him at, table ; after hSMng performed this service* be was 
permitted to diem himdblf, and likewise to 'cany away with him 
the sideboard jnd # its* plate, and tlte episcopal mtflfe, as A 
remoneratiof for these degrading iervioes. 

Long. W8st 0°63'68"j laL 44° & 40'^ 0» hOfh#3 m I 
forty-two leagues south of Pari*. * * 

Saniixac is colebaated forltsfbundyof oaaim^M M»"man«. 
Ekcture of small arm*; and it* tndi* and youltry\*e in high 
repute, at Paris. ^ a J • ’* m * 

^ About half a mil?!!!bm this arc two dffifSa* inte«nitte,a 
onatafifs; the Chmrg , whicS psea in*the ttShsfJBlagotai } Ad 
ire Boatojyjdrioh has it* sonroe at the foot of Jfapn, 
n >c *ft mfl jfgpri^gg ftoat.W 1H Sannag (wo 
shidh do not 'rise perpendicularly, W, shooting oat ft» a Upping 
Uwotko, fiftm a» »aglo*wllh the bm*m a t M 
Mam fto*$at|* ta* abundant, *ltmi *Mt fcfeNpty,** 
oaoraMa spring, wfcfefc 

and ftree, 
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even tearing up trees by the roots : if the rain continue, it {pR~ 
dually decreases, and at length flows only drop by drop : then 
“to* wipers of the Gmirg begw to bubble, all the small foun- 
tains in the neighbourhood disappear, and the Qourg rises 
in a vertical column twelve feet high, and about three in 
diameter ; it completes the ravages begun by the Bouley^ as it 
rushes with rapidity towards- the Dordogne , where its waters are 
easily distinguished , by the rapidity with which they flow* When 
this fountain ceases, the Bouley recommence^ to swell, after 
which they both disappear:, ♦here is no regular time for their 
appearance, neither for their continuation ; they tfinetires flow 
during three, seven, or eight hours; and, upon oae occasion, the 
Bouley flowed during several days without mtermissiou; but 
they never flow together, and the Bouley always ires first. In 
eyery natural jA k'eau the water springs out to the height of its 
upper or level surface, showing that there is a higher source or 
level somewhere. , 

- U 


8.— DEPARTMENT OF TaW ET GARONNE. 

This is an inland department. (S.) It is fanned by the union 
of Querent with portions of Rouergue , figenoie, and drmagnttc, 6te. 

Soil.— The soil is rich, composed of horizontal and alternate 
layers of hard clay, sand, and soft dry, terminated, on the 
surface, by a calcareous marl. No chai ii of mountains intersect, 
this department; but elevated lands, separated either by deep 
val^vs or narrow wild gorges, form the face of the countiy. 
Tbese~tahl£ lawdp uniformly slope from the south-west to the 
west. The* plain through^hich the Garonne flows is exceed- 
ingly fertile, bdt the capriceS of this^noble river are sometimes 
-~h ; *jbly injurious' to the countrywhich extends on each side of its 
bamfe. This hping formed of aUivfal earths, composed of beds 
of clwr f ji]jMd, end sand, mixed more or less with other earths, is 
frequmt^y inundated, and the 4ipeetations of the 
ate sifMenly blasted. Not infrequently it changes its course, 
Jfr*mg£ts former died dry, Vhile it forms' for itself a new course, 
Rfcfoh it pursues ft^some fftriod of time, until acme unaccount- 
*5bleAuse again impels it into a fresh channel The Pearson 
its banks grew rapidly, and are equal to size and^n^ fo v^se 
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^T&mhar^/ The Garonne sometimes rises /our and twenty 
fsi^bove the ordinary level of its waters. . 

Ri^ER&rf-The Satme, the Garofae, Tam , Awyron ; the three 
latter are navigable. Numerous other streams rise in this de- 
partment A canal is proposed from Toulouse to Langon. 

Remarkable PERSoNS.-*rBflymo#tf du Puy, first Grand Master 
of the order of Knightsfof St John of Jerusalem f Cpumont de 
la Force , h Protestaift general of the seventeMh uedlury, and 
his descendant tlfc Duke de la force ; Sitoee ; Le Franc de 
Pompignon, bey The reader will* find in Blackwoods Maga- 
zine for JhnuarA 1836, p. 18, v. 1, a most Effecting account of 
the assassination of the Marshal *la Force and one of his sons in 
the massacre of Saint Bartholomew, and the providential escape 
of his youngflr son The article is No. 2 of /he “tfaywmot 
Captain .” • 

. Religion.— Roman Catholic, formingnart of the diocese of 
Montaulfm. The Pfbtestants jL ave Jjefl^onsistorial churches, 
served by four pastors, and twp tlmples or houses of prayer, ten 


biblc societies, two iacultied m. Protestant theology, &c. » 

This "department is divide? into three arrondlnemOne, viz.:—- 
Montauban , Mainac , CastePSarrazin. Its civil government* de- 
pends upon the Cour Royalest Toulousg It is comprised in 
die tenth military division. 


EHIEF towns 

montauban owes Hs ' origin to\he spirit of ita former 
inhabitants, who, in order to strike Stone oppr essive jfp 
feudal yoke, fled their native city in tbr^imty, aj^pBWrtup 
on le mont Alba , whence its name. H/re they ub&eged at 
different periods, but they gravely ipfitcd their oppres^rs, and 
finally established m k Jihejjfl Mdf right to tb*»spafc thpyhajL 
chosen as their Imbhation. ll ?u$wed gre atlj durin g w* 
dragtwdee, which Louis JuV. 

of i^fl jphiih&ifW to the ,9b» t&f 

divided into three party-flw> o*JL the acts, aid Id 
Bourbons Bight stra to tfexwaute foVtoe sgnye, aa ltedU 
in the c#s*^ of which is abead|$frd ftdfc 

four fronts whfic^^pl^ this runs a double a*e*ae, 

ported*/ Itaio (Mi. Mokauban 
eauuml ; every udng here btamaks ifrnmr. 





* 92 TOPOGRAPIIICAl HISTORY of fraVe. 

pitospcrity. It contains a library, a theatre, and many beautiful 
walks, particularly one on the banks of 1 ' the Thru, called 4a 
Faiaisc. * 

Its territory produces* wine, corn, and brandy; and its manu- 
factures consist in silk, stuffs, woollens, silk stockings, starch, 
pasteboard, linen, serge, and ratecn$ (a kind of woollen stuff). 
It has also muny tanneries,* and it excels in the art of dyeing. 

Long. West OP 59' f lat. 44° O' 50". One* hundred and forty 
leagues soifth of Paris. 1 

Caste l. Sarrazin. — In .the neighbourhood of this town. 
Charles Martel gaitfod a great victory over the J&iraceir; 

Saint Antonin is the birth-place of the nYiowned Jean ric 
Lavalette , Grand Master of the Knights of Malta, who so gal- 
lantly defended Malta against an army of 1 00,000 Mussulmans. 
A.D, 1505. S 


k 9.— DE PAx^7?M ENT OF AVEYRON. 

» 'i. ij 

This is an inland department VS.), formed of that part of 
Guiennb and Gascogne called HoneXpir. * 

Soil.— T he country is niountaiilous, hut it alfuunds in lim 
rich pasture lands. ^ 

Ri vers. — The Amiran , 'Lot, Ant Tam , intersect it from cast 

4' * t 

to west, dividing it into four hanlls. / • 

Mine*". — T hose of altrn and pitcoal/ are afenc worked; but 
the department contains iron, copper, v.triol, a Ad sulphur ; and 
there are, likewise, extensive quarries of marble. - 
Remarkable Pi&scfl'i* —Rayrtel, Marshal Belle- hie, Peek - 
'ff Estaing^Theodut de Gouzon , Grand Master of 

Malta. • 

Religion.-* Catholic, fato of the diocese of Rodez. 

Tliis # dcpartTxent is divideU intq ( fiw/wJidissemens, viz. 
flbsdez, Espalion, Melhau, Affritjue, VUle-frcmche , and 

Ro\rque. Its judicial goven^aent depends upon the Cour 
RotjMe of Montpellier, and it <&' comprised in the tu&i military 

(ilMSlfn. jr. . 

f # CltlEF TOWNS.* 4 

# 

Rhodez, winches seated on the Aveyron , in tlie bosom of a 
most beautiful country, is, neverthe^ss, an ugly, ill *bui*t town, 
Witaining w on a- object deserving notice except its Ojthedlint, a 
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* dVi* 

edifice, which was built by the architg/ 
tier* Its steeple is square at the base, but terminates in 
goiyil tower, surmounted by four octagonal turrets 
become circular towards the summit. The top of the steeple 
itself is flat, round which runs a stone balustrade. A winding 
stair makes the ascent easy, and the view from this elevated 
situation will amply rqpay the fatigue of mounting to its airy 
pinnacle* • • 9 

Rhodez has experienced the general fate ofThe lojvns in this 


part of France, ^without, bo we vet, .having been distinguished by 
any of rfhose ixtraordinary reverses, misQntunes, or acts of 
heroism, which Entitle them to particular notice. At Marsillac y 
near Rhodez, on the road to d'Kntraigncx, there are two grottoes, 
which arc worthy the inspection of the curious. Their proximity 
is announced to the ‘traveller by the noisd of tw O^atcrfalls, which 
are pretty, though not imposing, their heightening about forty 
feet — a grotto iheiuyresents it<#lf ; its ej^danec is festooned with 
the wild vine and creeping Ay its,4tfid its summit adorned 
vvitli the ash and the wihyfig tree. The roof of the grotto, 
w hicl* terminates m the shale of a tunnel, is impcrvialde to the 
rays of the siTn ; blit nature is a fine optician, and lias placed at • 
its entrance a basin of water, which, acting as a reflector, throws 
a soft pleasing light throughdht thS fairy dwelling, revealing a 
beautiful smooth mo|sv turf besprent Mitli “ orienf pearl. 1 ' 
This grateful dc^ fallsnioiscless through the invisible Jissurcs of 
the rook. ^)n fjuitfinglhe valley qt* Marsilluc, the traveller will 
arrive at a woody hill, i\ the bosmfc* of which is the grotto of 
Sal sac, but the entrance R) it is by»Wn*fcans roinaiffic. Vt is 
enclosed by a wall, and lias a regular/floor, whif ffito a* 
cave, beyond which is a corridor, about thirty4m wide, and ten 


high, terminating^ a srnjll hole, j aft large enough for a person 
to creep through : p nrrifW. temiinateduby anotlier door^ 

opens at length into a groiI'A or perhaps it would he *bett£/1o 
call it a cave of considerabliyfxteijf. The sidles and ro< i are 
, Composed of a darfc\mgged rock, intermingle (^Occa- 
sionally with blocks of a whitish necics, which in tlie uT/eruyrr 
gloonf may be transformed into Various uncouth figures* A 
gentle echo, that distinctly gives baiJt the response, col tributes 
not a little to the illusions which a fanciftil imagination may 
cb&yp conjure up in this gloomy cavern. The grotto adjoining 
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i^is presents a scene of a very different description*^ A ere all h 
gay fairy land,- -a palace of crystal, eortaining an orgun^f 
crystal. the pipes of which gi\e back a different sound, accepting 
fo ‘their size. Having reached thus far, the progress of the 
curious traveller is arrested hy subterraneous waters/ 

This country, indeed, seems famous for caves and grottoes. 
Near Milhau , in the southeast part of this department, there is 
.111 abyss called le TindouL It is 140 feet deep ; and its mouth 
which is triangCuar, measures 390 feet round the edge. In 
the crevices, at the sides of this abyss, spring oaks, ash trees, 
and cherry trees. e ^ 4 

Milhau is seated in a beautiful plain, surrounded on all 
sides hy lulls crowned with almond trees, the fruit of which forms 
the principal commerce of this town. There aift many caves 
and grottoes ii^ diis neighbourhood, idled with savoury treasure** 
cheese of Royntforf , which arc here piled one upon another, 
and, it is said, aajv ire much <of their peculiar flavour and 
smell from being kept iiPK *sc natural cheese chambers. 

Vn.Li.MtANCHk is surrounded l)fi copper mines, and C it ansa* 
is famous for its mineral waters. ry>t far from this town is tin 
burning mountain of Fonttu/nei f, ‘i2tna in miufciture. It is 
!!)() feet high; and upon one of its sides there is a Assure, m 
which may he counted cighteeir lfttle craters. At night this 
crack presents the appearance of* a funic ce, but in the day-linu 
l he lire is not visible. The trees which surround it are very 
yellow. Upon approaching very close to this Assure the earth 
ircmbles under foot, and u very hot * yet this little volcano is 
cuVivateu nearly to its ipwt^h, and the cottages of the cultivators 
f*H?l distant* .rom it, although their houses arc filled 
with its sn.)k?,M T id the (and they cultivate Is intersected bv 
cracks, through which (ireSS 1 occasionally seen U) issue 
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section XV. 


_ANCIF.NT PROVINCB OF l.ANW’EJ)OC, 

■CONTAINING Till? DEPARTMENTS OF HAUTE GARONNE, TARN, At UE, 

II AULT, GARD, LOzfcRE, HAUTE LOIRE, AND ARDfcCIIE. 

l.-fHE PfP^RTMENT OF UA*U%» GARONNE. 

Tins is a Rentier department (S.), formed of a part ol 
Haute djnnguij^oc, of Gascogne, and of* the principality of 
Commingcs, Su. 

Mount ains.-TIic Pyrenees. 

Rivers. -•-The department of the Haute Garonne is # waterM hy 
a groat number of streams, the principal which art*, the 
b Garonne , the Arriege , and the Salat. * 

TV1 r n j s. — This apartment Jis rich ^vmuneral and stony pro- 
dilutions. „ Iron, copper, a nWmnny^nsmiith, jdteoal*arc among 
the former; marble of varitfis kinds among the latter. 

MtM.it \t. Waters . — he department possesses lTianv t*s- 
iahlislmients for the accommodation of those persons who yopaii* 
thither to drink the mineral waters : o£ tliese the following art 
the principal, — Bagiurcs^e^Luchon, Kncausse , Flour ens, and 
Barbazan. All these’ Vv nlers are used as ‘hath s, as wolf as taken 
internally. Tift sprint at Saint- Magdeleme dc Fhunens is cold 
and ferruginous. % *s * 

LmrmIi SocietieV — Academes dcs Jeux-Floraux. of 
Sciences, Inseripfions, in id Belled T.fttfcs ; and a ^Society o£ 
Medicine, Paintings, Sculpture, Argh lecture, * 
Remarkable Persons. — Guillaume de Nltgaret? the Cardinal 
d’Oseat, la Lokjiere, Villelejde Montbcl , C lemeycc haute . 
Pierre Fidel, sunfaiiitolmilhiL Prince of T roiHiadours : Fermat . 
Mont Gaillard, Duranti , mills, Generals Cafforclli, Perignon. 
Compans , See. &c., and VjQLbc Sicard , so celebrated |is an 
mJti.iiiiwtfhr of die deaf and diiii^k, (See. # * / 

Religion. — R oman CatholicM^nriing part of the <fi/ceso?o 
Toutouxe. The Protestants have\i con si stun al church at* i-al- 
mont , of four pastors, besides three Shmplcs^jr houses of^raver at 
other, places. There are some Jews here, but they have no # 
ogjje. 
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Vliis department is divider into four arrmulibfprtfrris, viz. 
Toulouse, St. (rau:lm y Muret, Villef rancho. • ^ 

Ifs ci%i] got eminent depend^ upon the Cour Rot/ale of 7 if i‘- 
louse. Jt is comprised in the tenth military division. * 

CHIEF TOWNS. 

Toulouse is perhaps the most ancient rity of France*, it was 
founded #500 years before Rome, by 1 ’hoi us, •me of the descend- 
ant* of Japhet; biil it nevertheless fell before tlu* superior genius 
of the Romans. The Toulonc^c" are said to ha^e carried their 
victorious anus even as far as Greece, and to h# ve spr* ad the 
tciror of their name into the plains of Asia. ThSy pillaged the 
Grecian temples, and brought back to their own country im- 
mense riches, which on their return to Toulouse they deposited 
iu tlicir own tenures, to the amount of fifteen talents of silver, 
jii order to preserve?* this money from spoliation, the priests pre- 
tended that, whoever fdii>*Vl touehV't would suddenly die : hence 
arose the proverb, Par fir 'Iatuowr 9 \ Inch signified a misfortune. 
It is very certain that it was not unt\’ the religious wars of late 
times thitt. this daring deed was vontyed upon. 

W|iou the Cimbrians advanced from the north, carrying ruin 
and devastation in their train, the inhabitants of Toulouse, 
willing to preserve their city from pillage, and to obtain tin 
favour of these new •invaders, detained * the Roman garrison 
prisoners : their captivity w< s, however, ar .ply re y Vcnged upon the 
Touloucsc, for the consul Quintus Ser?lius'Seipio, by means 
of intelligence communicated to him *7y some of tlie citizens, 
unexpectedly appeared the city, took it, and gave it up 

to piuSpT^Y^thi* unW^tumite circumstance a new city was 
built on tli site (ft Toulouse, where it now stands. Toulouse 
suffered greatly* iu the w,u?s Igaiust t}w A lbi ileuses, and here 
u uiifortuiUKc Galas suffered 

/' 

* John Calas was a prote.stant mer^kint at Toulouse, where he had 
lived tVtfy-ars. His wife was an woman of Frenclheiy^fion ; 

tWy hk^five sons, one of whop Louis, turned catholic, in conse- 
quence If the persuasion of a & nolic domestic, who had lived ♦lurty 
yeanf in tf*e family. ‘ In October, 17(11, the family consisted of Calas, 
lus wife, *Mark Antonp. their eldest son, their second son Peter, and 
this same domestic. Antony was of a melancholy, gloomy disposition, 
always brooding over books which treated of suicide, and his tr^nd 
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i 

\ToulmscJk seated on the Garofine, over which is a bridge jff 
— * widerahlc beauty, *and the views all around it are quite en. 
ch\u%^ ^The Hotel de Villa, called the Capitol , couSains |,he 
busts trinutyiny illustrious persons born, at Toulouse; among 
these, that of Clkmencr Jsaure, fille a us si spiritual la que generewse* 
is conspicuous. This lady’s story has been admirably given by 
Florian, in a romance^ the substance of which is as follows. 
The lather ol Clenufnce, called Alplionso* vijlgptly opposed her 
marriage with a Brave knight, La u tree ; and in ordeMo prevent 
any communicator) between themp he shut his daughter up in a 
tower. fjAiitrci^ wandered beneath her prison, and at Inst made 
himself heard by his lady-love.. She advised him to join the 
army of the king of France, who was then at war with the 
English, and for the present to yield to the storm. # Slie then 
flung from her window her nosegay, anil badoffiim keep it for 
her sake. ^ ^ * 


became at length insane upon tip tfaibjftt which constantly occupied 
his thoughts, and he finally hong himself on a b?ir laid across two 
folding, doors. A great crow^jl Immediately collected round the house 
as soon as the nfl'lancholy cvenFwas knotvn; and from one suggestion to 
the other, each one gaining strength as it passed through the assembled 
multitude, it was at length finally goncludcd that he had been strangled, 
and that too his own lather 1 % % 

1 he suspicion ol so monltrous a crime arose from a prevalent opinion 
that it was n comflfbn pritice among prOtestants, when they appre- 
hended the cynvefsioif of wiy of theirvffiends to the catholic faith, to 
murder them b Ualas was uVused, with all his family, of having com- 
mitted this atrocious murden^his whole djinj}yaw ere torture# to m»ke 
them confess their luilt. The unfortunate family appealed Jm&'i: ice y i 
not mercy, to thefcariiament, but in vftn ; Calas^jfpiS^ assumptive 
evidence, was conmmntd to the torture yardinary and extraordinarv, 
with other tortures horrible to meSitiom Peter (Alas, l«.s second 
son, was banished forSl^f^c*. otber^members of tht family Received ,, 
pardon. The fraternity of Wljel Penitents got the body of Antony, 
buried it with great ceremony, anlWformed a solemn service for him 
a^Moaaj£||i* did the Franciscai%\(flcewise. The wretched*\Tidow at 
length found » friend in M, Voltaire^feho laid every •part of A f pro*, 
ceedingt before the councjJ of state aMSirsailles, when the wlile <9* 
the sentence was reversed, and the clergy and the king vfcd vfith 
each other in heaping benefits upon theAurvivo^, of this unfortunate 
family. 
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iopographic^l history or rit/rN< l 


L evantine esfe la flour quo j'aime, 

* La violetto eat ma couleur, 

Dans le soun tu voi ^ I’emblumo 
Dos chagrins do nion tristc cirui. 

Cos trots flours quo ma bom be prosso 
Seront humidt s de mos pliur* ; 

Qu’ellcs to rappcllciil bans tessc 
Et nos amours et nos (Ioniums. 

Lautiec, 1 on receiving the bouquet, quitted 6 lie* misitcss, aim 
alter many ad ventures he again repaired to ncighbouihood 
of 'loulcmsc, whither the English were carrying evhry flung 
hefoie them, and the Tnuloue.se fleeing in fiery direction. On< 
old man alone seemed resolved to conquer 01 die Lautiei 
rushed t" his aid, rallied the soldiers, and received a mortal 
wound in defending the brave old man, from which at length 
lie fell at his feet', ‘»t the feet of Alnhonso, the father of (‘1^ 
nientc Isaure. reeogitsed in tta dying knight tin 

lover of his daughtei, Alpfrfmso wb s overcome with grief. Lau 
tree, feeding tliat his ilajs were ' rawing tit a close, in treated 
that C’l^nienee might now at least "terminate her jifc peaeoabl) ; 
he begged likewise that die might Ite pemntted to receive the 
faded remains of the bouquet, which he had preserved with 
religious care. Alphonso promised compliance with his dung 
jcqiicst. and hastened to his dauglitA, to communicate the 
mchinclfoly intelligence ‘hi* the death If her ‘lover Clemenci 
Isaure survived Lautrec a fo\v days oi>ly ; but belt re her death 
he made her will, by which she )e # V all she possessed to tin 
* e-establishment of I. fa Jeux Flora u a 1 , w hicF had fallen int< 
•1 isiisc^or hund red and twenty ^cars before that time. 

* rjle ordpunatpie chaqif ann^ej 
■o En immoiiade " 

Chacune des flAiwKf dormer, 

Aux pliA> habilA/froubadours. 

Tout son bien fu^fiisbec par ellc, 
t Four que cV t trois fleurs fut d'or ; 

S.i patrie /mu fid 61 c, 
a Observe «x*t usage encore. 

■' . < 

But alas ! the french revolution swept away even thi^ anciem 

* 



* DEPARTMENT Of ITAlftF GARONNE. 

and interesting commemoration of lier affections and ltfU 

kel tU> Vil/e is a magnificent building. The^palaA' of 
justice rosaces the famous castle of Narhonnais . In the vaults 
of the monastery of the Cordeliers at Toulouse are exhibited 
many dead bodies, which have been taken from the tombs of 
the church and the cloisters. Some* of these hodidfe weigh twrhc 
pounds only, though their form and size A^nhl premise that 
when animated by a living # «oul they weighed* 150. Tin 
features retain Aeiv form and expression ; some bespeaking the 
owners # to have been the victims of the m*ore stormy passions: 
some wearing a calm and placid aspect, while others 


• “ Grinn’d horribly a ghastly smile.” 

v 

u These mummies,” said Maupertuis, wl# visited them irt* 
•juently during thejyca* prevyus to liis jdlfth, “these mummies 
seem to smile irt scorn upo if us, ysViTarc still aliv#.” Among 
these bodies, the most mteijfsting is that of Pavla Viguicr, one 
«>f ihp most beautiful womJfi of her lime. • 

Tmilowe *has many manufactories; cloth, silk, blankets, 
gauzes, woollen stuffs, Ac.* Its territory produces conif wine, 
silk, timber, and wool. Mh#rc is* a mill on the banks of the 


liar <mne, which grinds every day forty-five skiers, or 54t> bushels 
of wheat.* V \ • • 

Long. W. QP M 31'; hit. 4a°-3&' 64". One hundred and 
seventy leagues south -wksl from Paris. 

It is at Tof loose tlt\ the fin a c^nal of Langifcdoc com- 
mences. The Inquisition* was established in this town in tb * 
time of St. Dwninick, lut its cruelties an^VatroSities were so 
enormous, thatithe members o( the holy ofjjce were drixen 
forcibly from the towi^y the inhabitants, 9 # 

There is no other town jt? ndlc in this department,* and tibf- 
withstanding the beautiful |J\uiitry* which surrounds Toulouse. 
thgjg^SB^ome parts of it, Vtjticularly the arrondfegement de 
Saint Gaudien, which present»4he most deflate arffl; forlorn 


•venty leagues south-\«sl irom runs. 

It is at Tof louse tlt\ the fin a c^nal < 
icnces. The Inquisition was established 
rnc of St. Dwnihick, lut its cruelties an 
nonnous, thatithe members o( the holy 

«1.1_ .1 ? i .1- - • 1. _ « • . _* . . 


appearance. The inhabitants, indeed, appear as if m§y inha- 
bited a tomb, not only from the s^itude and barrenx&ss of the 
«oil, but from their own personal miseifts and their squalid 


, sdtter measures twelve bushels. 
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appearance: they arc mostly 0 gouty, with a livid complexion ' 
and a depressed eye. 


/X 


2.- DEPARTMENT OF TARN. , ' 

This department is inlaud, (S.), composed of a part of Upper 
Languedoc and Albigeois . c 

Son.. — The plains of this clcparlnient ate rich and fertile, the 
valleys ttgrecabl*Ohe' hills cultivated, and 'the mountains are 
covered with wood. 

Mountains. — They are divided into three clutiais : that on the 
north forms u part of the lower mountains of A Ay ran ;‘lhat on 
the west, of the Ceiwmcs, and the southern chain is called the 
Mack Mountains. 

Rivers.* -The principal rivers are the Tarn and 1 the A gout * 
tVe former alone ‘hnavigublc. Many other streams fertilize the 
valleys: except the t^dou, the Vinur and the Vcn\ they are of 
little importance. One^k^J, tlur* of Tam ? ‘con tributes to die 
interior navigation, but it contains yiany of the principal basins 
which feed the grand canal of LanyVtdoc. * 

Mines. — The iron and pit-^oal miVes, the quarries of marble, 
chi), and plaster, arc properly worked. The deportment con- 
tains many other mineral treasures; yich as copper, zinc, lead, 
manganese, paoli, granite, rock-crystal, <Stc. -Sec. 

Remarkable Persons. — The historian* liap\n , dc 'Thoryas , 
Lc Here , Abbe Bmvyer , tht? author of trfe wplfi^nown English 
and French Dictionary ; La Peyrowu f Generals Soult and 
Houtpoultflc c.; Marshal Soult, Duke <A Dalmalva, &c. 

« Religion.— Roman Catholic, forming part olj the diocese of 
Montpellier. p*Tlfci^ProlestantS are numerous in tfts department: 
they possess four eonsistori^l churches,; besides /thirteen houses 
of pra)cr,Uliirt)-five Dibit; societies, a Miiissioimry society, and 
•fiKuty-one schools. t ,BI 

This department is divided iyp four arrondiissemcns> viz. 
AlhyfCatirfs, Gaillac , Lavaur . 

J ts cibtf go vemmen t depends u/fc 
It is cox noised in the ninth idpitary division. 

r % CHltF towns. 

Aldy was first inhabited by the Helvetians, but it has cnore 
powerful claims upon the attention and' sympathies of uanki&J 
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Lilian its antiquity, from a council which was held within its 
Xois A. D. 1176, by order of Pope Innocent*III., at which the 
seirh^v' Jwas passed for the extinction of the Albigenstls. Itiby 1 
is situlttjfiwfc on an eminence, at the foot of which flows the Tarn; 
it commands an extensive prospect. The prefecture, the bishop’s 
palace, and some other buildings, are worthy of notice, and the 
walk called Im Live, t* hicb encircles the city, is very fine. The 
plant uhad, so useful in dyeing, has tfccgjjmg cultivated in 
this department and it is in the neighbourhood of Alby that the 
little cakes of Jk luc dye, called <Cocagnr, are principally manu- 
factured. Tl.r wax candles of this place ate likewise celebrated, 
and considered little inferior t© those of Mans, 

Long. 0° IP 4*2"; lat. 43° 66' 36". One hundred and sixty- 


eight leagues south from Paris. # ^ # 

Casiuj s. — T his town owes its origin to , tfie' following cjr- 
. on instance : two brothers, who had been^Tthe army, weary of 
a military life, jrctTVed to thjp placgA'i far distant^times ; and 
here they erected tw o Irae* celts, which jhey composed of 
branches of tree&and mud M The society of these two devout per- 
sonages wa^much soughf after: house after house was erected 
in their neighbourhood,# and for two or three centuries after- - 
wards the spot on which {hg recluses had lived was considered 
holy, and ivis resorted to as \ resting-place for all thos® disquiet 
spirits who were we<**y of the world. In process of time the 
community ii^req^cd tnd became # ^at it now is — if dense and 
thriving population. ®ie inhabitants, having subsequently em- 
braced the pr/te$tant 2»ith, erected themselves iqfa a small 
republic; but In the yey 1629, ioufs XIII. having captured 
their town, compelled thfm to demolish their^forti^cations. 

Castrcs is dilided m£ seven ^u^rters or yachts, as they are 
called, which etwh bear\he name of some important personage : 
it is watered by two nVeirfc. tfie+Durengue ana the Ag*ut. It It; 
a neat pretty town, amroarries an a small* trade in cloths, 
flannels cans. &c. \ * 

■■ "TWfgTtV. 0° 5' 44"; lat 4$fP 86' 11". One hundred qnd 
fifty^jive leagues fron^Paris. v» j • * 

Near Sorest, not far from Castres, is a grotto, eftmtatning 
blocks of marble; which, allhou^t the^production *of dame 
Nature, liavc^ all the appearance of being carved by man ; • 
lifts spo externally, from the vast number of fragments of the 
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lock which are scattered" about, is called (a Roquet.U\ In the 
midst of these is k Rochcr tremblant . This enormous mass#*- ' 
rock; which is, as nearly as can be calculated, thirty in 
. weight, is of ail egg-like ‘form, but flat, and so well prised upon 
another rock, that a man at the top, by exerting his strength, 
can make it balance about an inch froir north to south, although 
at its base it scarcely appears to move more than a line or two 
Many curious millers have engraven, not only their names, 
but sentences expressive of their feelings and character. The 
following is evidently that of a lover : — *• 

* 

Puisse-jc ainsi Jmouvoir ton occur, erne lie Phillis 

The next is more likely that of a philosopher • — 

, Ainsi done le plus eleve tremble aussi ! 

* 

a 4 not inappropriate application to the fate of the cruel uno 
fanatic Dominick, f^named a, saint, whose grotto is still 
pointed out Jbeneath thisV^ing \me. It was- to this solitude 
he repaired to conceal himself Trctoa the enraged Albigcnscs, 
against whom he had not onl> launched his anathemas, hut 
whom he had persecuted to the deatwwith fire and <$ word. The 
inquisition, with all its terrors, aud the \mier of the Dominicans, 
owe tlieir origin to this sangninary^preucher of a religion of 
mercy, peace, and good-will to all -an an kirn 1 . What*a perversion 
of the word saint, to bestow it upon siph a Ruthless, pitiless 
fanatic! Oh ! had lie opened the Book Junta? mug the tenets of 
his faith, he would there have found y.'at gretft an(l new law 
of up vi*' t>E one another, by wh/vi tliet disciples of our 
i ilesscd Saviour were to be distinguished from alii other men. 

The grottortn vfchich friafr Dominic! took *r effige is spacious 
and lofty, but the entranced ^.small an\ narrow! from the roof, 
which sinks a little in the middle, g entW filters a clear water, 
falling into a little basin, called*/* © gutter : this basin' has most 
probably been formed imperceptibly by the dripping of the 
water!: The floor is paved with stroll pebbles; two aper> 
Hues faifttly illumine this gloomy chamber ; beyond it is anouier 
apartniftii, which can only entered with flambeaux. The 
construct^ of the roof of JLhis subterraneous dwelling is per- 
haps its greatest curiosity. It is formed of separate pieces of 
* rock, nearly oval, which support eachj other solely by theif con- 
^tiguity. We #re not* informed, however, by any persons wllu 
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hare visited this place, whether this roof be horizontal, elliptical. 



or a cateharian curve. 

3.— DEPARTMENT OF AUDE. 


» • 

This is a maritime (department, formed of a part of ancient 

Languedoc, (S.) • * • 

Sot!..— The soft is of a mixed nature* hflfrrg composed of free- 
stone, chalk, (fravel, and fresh water sand, in whiSh fossil bones 
arc frequcntlyfound. The vegetable layer of earth is thick and 
rich ffi the valleys, hut in the mountainbus districts it is barren 
and unproductive. 

Mountains*— T he Aude is hounded on the south by the 
Pyrenees, and on the north by u branch of jhe Cc venues, called 
Montacp'e Noire: a double chain of secondary mountains,* the 
IJautcs and Hasses Carlatres, traverse it^om east to west, and a 
chain of calcajredhs hills rj/e aloiur „hc Mediterranean from the 
north to the south. 9 • 

Forests.— Ip such a mountainous region these may be sup- 
posed to ; abound : they/occupj* indeed a large portion of the 
soil, and consist chiefly of oaks, beech, ash, pines, rf Thd firs. 
Since the revolution inufh v damage has been done to the under- 
wood by jn judicious loppiygs, and in some place?* entire de- 
struction of ityany valuable plants, particularly of the dwarf oak, 
( querevs coayferq), me bark of wtich is so useful in tanning, 
and the leave# for feeling the insect kevmes ( cochineal ). 

Coasts anJo foBTHrThe coast is intersected bj man^ inlets 
or locks fronithe sea : It Franquo tfie shore is flat, smooth, and 
sandy ; at Ai Nouvelm there i& a port, the \nly one on the 
coast. if • 

Rivers. — 'There is \o navigable river in tfie detriment; the 
Aude is the principal j among many minor* streams, which are 
its tributaries, there area the Tresquel , Onbiel , Rebents , See. 
They are useful for purposljs of irrigation. It is partly traversed 
I feCanal du Midi and th^ Canal de Narbonne. • ^ 

JIines.— There jire many 'Ihineral and metallic* treasures 
found in this department, but those mines only ^are ‘worked 
which produce iron and copper; fcad, q^tnganese, cobalt, silver, 
and even gold, arc saijf to want only the labours of art to turn 
4 «o goo# account; quaAnes of lithograph ic.stong, gypsum, lime- 
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stone, slate, Stc. Near liiye, iii the valley of Fans, there arc 
vast and curious ca verns, abounding with fossil bones of stag.v 
goats, anfebpes, bears, chamois a species of ox (B(&J V&*n 
, horses, and a great variety of rats, mice, and shells every 
description; birds, and vvliat is extraordinary, fragments of 
pottery, analogous to Etruscan vases, as well as of human 
bones. In a quarry of calcareous ,marl, near Armissan, in the 
middle of the mountains de la Clape , there vire many stones, 
impressed with the figures of plants, so well delineated, tliat 
their genus and family can be .ascertained. 

Mineral Wateus.«*-A number of cold and hot medicinal 
springs are found in this department, but one alone is frequented 
by visitors, and that is at Rennes-les-bains. There are a few 
salt springs Fkewise, which contain more salt than sea-water. 

JlF.MARKABLf? ttsusoNS.— The latin poet, Tamili us Varro, the 
emperor Carus, iimtSft;'/ de Montfaucm, Fahriee dr /’ Eglantine, 
Meyer Delia A ndrcossy, atrd^nany ibililary meu of distinguished 
bravery. '* a \ 

Religion.— Roman Catholic, fording part of the diocese of 
Carcassonne. r ft 

4 This department is divided into foyr arrondissemen .v, viz. 
Carcassonne, Narbonnc , Castelyavdari / v Limoux . Its civil go- 
vernment depends upon the Cour Iloyule of Montpellier. It is 
comprised in the tenth military division. 

4 

CHIEF TOWNS. 

1 

Carcassop ne. — This town is most bea- ttifully sijuated on the 
Aside; it is the ancient Carcasum of me Teetoaefaes. The re- 
mains of the fortifications which still Jkirround j;, prove how 
much it has suffered irom wav After th® death Alaric, king 
of the Gothk, the Burgundians, 'the Saracens, and the Franks, 
alternately got possession of it ; and in "alter times, and parti- 
cularly in 1209, when it was besieged by Simon de Monlfort, of 
cruel mfcmoiy, it was reduced to the greatest extremity^ hut it 
was t?ot until the besiegers cut oJF their supply of wateif^TllttP'^ 
the hjriess Carcassonians fmallj^ibmitted, and Count Raymond 
Rajjff the? last Count but one, who held this place, was, in 
defiance of treaties, thc^wn hi to prison, where he died at the 
^ge of twenty-four years. t 

Carcassonne is divided into the upper and lower touj; th-s 
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[prmer is called the city; it contains the cathedral, which is 

aare and* regularly Jniilt, and the castle; but a name is but a 
nayhj-and, in this alone the superiority of la cite consists ; ^he . 
lower rafojLhas more agreeable claims upon the attention of the 
traveller, fhe streets are regular and elegant, and they are 
kept tolenlbly clean. Carcassonne possesses two squares and a 
beautiful marble fountjpiif, called tl^e Fontaine de Neptune , be- 
cause it is’ surmounted by tlic figure of tlqs gjpd, drawn by four 
marine horses, which issue from a rock. C;ift\t?sonn£ has many 
manufactories ol^difierent kinds vf cloths, which arc principally 
scut to t^c Levant, and its wines and brandies are shipped to all 
parts of the world. 

Long. 0 o 0'49"; Jat. 43° 12' do". One hundred and sixty- 
seven leagues south from Paris. 

At Cappemlu, in this department, and at gpeSl distance 
from Carcassonne, in the year 1776, a column of fire rose froift 
Ihe earth in the sliajpe of a water-spout, «ddSd precipitated itself 
into the Aude, the water of /l|ichaiL is said to haw dried up 
for a time, and to have mad 4 the stones in the 3>cd of the stream 
red hot ! * * 

Narbonni^ which was 4bunde<f by a Gaulish king, called # 
Narlo, wa*s the capital o f the Volsques, is situated on an arm of 
the Mediterranean Sea, an# ft de tended by the fort of Leueatc, 
erected hy Francis I.Aas a raTnpart against any attack from the 
Spaniards: arnicas clnneeted with* this place, the .following 
heroic conduct 1>£ if lad\ called Constance de Cezelhj , a native of 
Montpellier, d curves to\be recorded. — Her husband, who was 
called away froiji Bis change by particular affairs, liaH extorted 
from his wife a tjolemn prJhmise not to surrender the fort during* 
his absence. L^ifortunaftly he was taken* prisoner, and the 
besiegers, think ii^g to intimidate the # lady, brought her husband 
under the walls of the fort, and threatened to execute Him before 
her eyes. Faithful, however, to*her promise, she refused to give 
up her trust, and the enemy Aranglea the governor, and sent his 
Jjflfiy *a 0 @fh$tance. She had at this time le Seiyneur tie Lmipian , 
one of the chiefs of the opposite party, in her power, antf she was 
advised to sacrifice hKhi in revenge. But Constance de Vefelly 
proved that her fortitude, which hjid imposed upon* her the 
painful task of being the innocent cause ortier husband’s death, 
vvaS'foun^pd upon noble aid Christian principles. She rejected * 
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the proposal with horror, and coniined her proceedings to thc / * 
regular operation'. 1 of warlike defence, which she happily acco r 
plished f and Henry IV., charmed with her conduct apjK/u*ed 
her i/ovcmor of the fort. 

'flic cathedral contains the tomb of Philippe le Bel, whose 
corpse was brought thither from Perpignan. It has, likewise, a 
small theatre. Of the amphitheatre, 4 ' tfyp baths, the aqueduct, 
and other public buildings, which were ereqted by the .Romans, 
not a tracp rcmaTuS, except in the historic page. Indeed it 
seems now distinguished for its honey alone; yet it was once the 
capital of Galli(t A uirbonnesis, and its power extended .from tin* 
Pyrenees to the Alps. Under Augustus it was greatly enlarged 
and embellished. In tin* reign of Antonine it was consumed 1>\ 
lire, A. I). 138, and this pious emperor rebuilt it at his own ex- 
pense Jn ■! [A, Astulphus, King of the Visigoths, seized it: the 
Humans retook H^n 462. The Saracens afterwards got pos- 
session of it; and iA . 71 f), T l eph\J.e-iJref, after a siege of seven 
years and half, drove out the & ‘interns and united it to the 
kingdom of France, though it was^governed l>y a. sui'cession of 
thirty-tv o Counts. It was the hirLi-piacc of Marcus Aurelius 

. The air is \crv unhealthy. 

, „ % 

DaiH cette vnaini* X;u bonne, 

Toujour* il plent, tduj&irs il tonm . 

* , m * * * * 

Vielle villc toute cle Fangc, 

(lui n'es que rukseaux et q Vgcur - 
Pourrais tu pretendrt* do r ius 
L e moindre vers ii tos lovUnges ?• u 

* Notwithstanding this tirade, Narbofine carries® on a flourishing 
tra<le in honey, filk, wino, c olives, c&m, ScO. It also possesses 
manufactories of leather, a'oqkings, awl wax cj Julies. 

Long. 0° 39' 69" ; lat. *43° 10' 58". One hundred and ninety - 
five leagues south from Paris. * r 

Near llie town of Limmfic there r is a chapel erected to Notre 
Danto de> Limoux. It is situated^on a small eminc^^ at the 
font of " rhicli flews the river Aude. It was erected about lour 
cdituries ago. The edifice is large, and, its interior decorations 
are Hch «and elegant. Adjoining to this chapel an old priest 
and the" sacristan hi:”e a liouse. This mass of buildings, sur- 

* La chapelle et Bataamont. 
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mounted by a high steeple, presents a very picturesque object. 

Guirafid thus describes the country around it 

Au pied des hautes Pyrenees, 

PAude se prorn^ne en un vallpn riant 
oft jo naquis, s’elftvc verdoyant 
^Sur des plaines, au loin, de pampres couronnles. 

On the 8th of September a, great number of ol$ men, women, 
and children, assemble at the foot of ibis hill^ where they com- 
mence their pilgrimage to Notre Dame de fimmix. • The ascent 
to the chapel isjmved, and, at foytain distances, it is divided by 
hands %f rough stones, which mark out the stations for prayer 
The pilgrims ascend this hill on their knees, and in this position 
they enter tlny^hurch, and advance thus to the statue of the 
Madonna, which is ill -formed and very black, but it stands in a 
golden niche, and is surrounded by offering^ ^Meh have been 
presented, and accompanied by adoratioj; * and prayers, llic 
number of pilfjrinw; who visjR this virgin is almost incredible 
The church is generally opin»anfl illumined all ifighl, during 
which the younjr girls unity themselves into hands, according to 
ihcir%villages, and chaunt^ cantiq^es in succession. When they 
are weaiy of singing, thy «e. , it themselves in the stalls, an/l pas* 
the time in joyous and even noisy gossip, or stretch thefnselves 
for sleep upon the stone sTahs of the pavement. There is a 
well in Hie "middle <*’ the clfureh, which supplies the pilgrims 
with water. Sound the outside of tlie church a •number of 
small marchfWMs *are ^assembled*, Uho sell sugar-plums, cakes, 
jewellery , find <|iaplcts. # The appearance produced by thisf£to is 
that of a pagan festival %ither thaft an dfcscmblage <flr Clirfetians 
at their devotions., On pie side the hill, about half-way up, 
there is a fountain, wlJse waters issue dn>f> by drop from the 
earth. Many virtues me attribfltecl .to tins fountain — it is said 
to cure fevers, disorders of the eye, &c. See. * t 

It is customary in the jSautes Pyrtntes to keep all the churches 
open and illumined throughout the whole of the night. t 

- *** * * J \ 

'4.— DEPARTMENT OF H^RAULT. \ * 

» 9 

» 

This is a maritime department (S.), formed of^t part of 
ancient Languedoc. 
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Soil*— The soil is generally * calcareo us, here and there inter- 
mingled with volcanic traces, particularly nt Agde, Montferrif 
Valnahargues , and Saint-T/iiberry . ' 

Jrfou ntains. — T hese $ire composed of the spars or .itments 
of the Cei'cnnes , inclining from nortli to south. Those of 
Larsac are the most elevated. 1 

JKtangs or Ponds. — Th* chief ot’ these arc at Mauf/trio, 
Prrohy Maguelonne^ and Thau. At Capestan ;; and Vetuhrs there 
are two, the, watcrs*uf which arc salt. 

Ki\eks.— T he principal rivers arc the II tract, the Lez, ami 
the Orb ; they are partly navigable. The canal of Languedoc 
traverses a small portion of this department; and many others ot 
a secondary nature greatly facilitate its internal ^aftic. 

Ports. — Those of Ay dr and Cette are the principal. 

Mints.— * 5 vm, 'copper, and piteoal mines abound, and are 
vtfry well workeclN^There arc, besides indications of the more 
precious metals, which are at pitmen t un worked or unnoticed, 
magnificent quairics of alahe.stef*,Igypsiiin, granite, free-stone, 
potters’ clay, See. &c. In the neighbourhood of Custclftau, and 
in alluvial soil, formed by the Lezf, a species of ruby, billed 
Rubh-balais , is found; and at Gabion beautiful cr.Muls, red 
and transparent. Bituminous substances are common. 

Mineral Waters.— This de partial Wit contains a great numhei 
of minenli springs. Those of Avrsne are enieaciotis in paralytic 
and rheumatic complaints ; those of Jialarna in cases of scrofula ; 
those of Malon for rheumatic ami gouty r ffectio’ s : these arc all 
hot springs. The Houllidon is thus nanpd beca. sc, although its 
walCBS are cold, tliey appear to boil f ro m tlie violence with 
'which they emit a quantity of gas. C At Gabian there is tlie 
fontaine de Pctrolej .♦lie surface of whifh is covered with oil. 

Learned Societies. — There are maiiy learned societies and 
museums in this department, as well as schools of medicine, &c., 
botanic gardens, rich libraries, <$cc. ' 

Remarkable Persons.— faint jjfloch % Jaques le Conquer ant. 
King of Arragon ; Gambon , Cambaeeres la Garde^rfu thi*. 
Dmos, Poiteirin^kc . ; Marcus de Latude , Le Marquis de Bon , 
who ^rsY. amused himself with converting the spider’s thread into 
a silk or Paul Riqnrt u kc. 

Religion.— Roman Catholic, under the protection the 
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^Bishop of Montpellier. The Piotestants have four consistorial 
p Vuirehes lin this chiparment, fifteen hible societies, ten mis- 
V&nUfy societies, bible arid tract* societies, and eighteen sclmols. ■ 
The Jg^^have a synagogue at Montpellier. 

This department is divided into four arrondissemens, viz. : — 
Montpellfy, Beziers , Lode w, Saint-Pons. Its civil govenimenl 
depends upon the Cm r Aoi/al? of Montpellier, (t is comprised 
in the ninth military division. 1 , 


CHIEF DOWNS. 


MoNTPJ LLiEKj^he chief city of this department, and one of 
the most beRiUUfil cities of l ; rtince, is sealed upon a hill, near 
the river da Mvz\ and upon the river Merdamon, which passes 
through the city, and, in several places too^by^jkAns of sub- 
terraneous canals. Montpellier contains o, -«adel, a famous 
•university for medicine, and^a society oi* learned men for the 
eultiwition of the sciences, j The jplace tie Pei/ rim if* deservedly 
admired. The view from t^iis 'spot is magni«ccnt. A splendid 
fountain cools thfc air as it Sparkles in tlie sun-heams, and wafts 
the perfumes from the smiouiidinfc gardens. Montpellier itself 
presents a lhagriiticent pliture with its seven gates, whichiare all 
visible at this point, ami ks citAdcl. Beyond these rise the 
mountains «f Rousilfcm, abo\»e which tov\cr the proud Pyrenees, 
their summits colored with snow, while at the loot of the spec- 
tator of this tvjckanttag picture, • flow the blue waves of the 
Mediterranean qcu. 

Cevajftc amaside flots, cewupertae element, 

De l’aveugle ftitune image naturelle, 

Commfi elle s^uisante, et*perfide c^ryrne elle. 

Tlie women of Montpellier hftve been celebrated* from time 

immemorial for _ * 

* # 

Cette doujeur, cettfe mollesse, 1 
Qui repanil tant d’amenitl 
Dans l’aimable social/ 1 

, De cette ville enchanteresse ! 

- s 

The Romans called it Mans Pucllafum, from tlie bejuty of its 
females, who are to tliis day celebrated fe/ their personal charm'- 
and pleading planners and address. 
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A magnificent aqueduct also claims tlic admiration of the 
traveller. 'Hie situation of Montpellier as regards commerce,^ 
wcll ft as b.eauty, is highly advaytugeous, being but a Ghorjtoais- 
tiince from* Cette, where the canal of I«anguedoc tp M Smites. 
The country around it consists of hills covered with gardens, 
viuevards, and oliveyards. The botanic gardens, / the first 
established in Europe, afford, many beautiful walks. There sire 
no certain records of thjs town before the year 1190, when some 
Jewish pliysicimik established its school of medicine, which 
Pope Nicholas IV. converted ii^to an university ^ and Charles le 
Bel founded the school for law. Pope Urban V., a native of 
this place, fojmded the college in 1389, whnth has been the 
nursery of many distinguished characters. % 

The air of Montpellier is particularly salubrious,'. ami many 
invalids rep&sjh£tkerto pay their respects to the goddess Ujgeia. 
One of the priii**^! articles of its commerce is verdigris, but 
it likewise exports vitriol, brandy.', spirits of wine, perfumes, 
liquors, dries 1 fruits, olives, oil » of /Wes, oranges, aud lemons; 
besides which, it ntanufacUires handkerchiefs and various other 
articles of. drapery. * 

Long. l 0 32 / 2i) // ; lat. 43° 3ft' 33". *Oue hundred* eight) - 
six leagues south-east from Paris. * 

Gign ac claims no other notice tlnti/dint which it derives from 


the following answer o£ Moli&rc ; but hert* it will be proper to 
observe, that this great dran^ilic writer and performer first com- 
menced his successful career in this partof^Prahc*. Pczcnas was 


the centre of his radiations; and a barber, named Gely, pre- 
>crved r as a a die tlie arm cl^aiit in wliich/J\!lolierh sat in liis shop, 
ahd which no doubt drew many custoiriirs to Maitrc Gely : it is 
remarkable, that in tiy? absence of MoliAj, no one dared occupy 
this chair, w liich # finally became the pjoperty of the learned 
Astruc. Bift Moly ire's answer? One day, as he was going 


from Gigndv to Pczaias , he lost Ins triVik ; his companions took 
great pains to find it. but without^ effect. “Do not trouble 
yourseRcs, gentlemen,” said Molifcre, “ I have just kdt^gvjae,** 


I am, at Lhigrnc ; T see the steeple of Montagnac; my trunk is 
no doubt ^ost, in the midst of all these grubs; it will never be 
found/ ,, 

t t 

Btzj^ns is a very commercial town ; its environs arc so v^ery 
beautiful, that tlie Romans said, “ If thL gods wished to, inhabit 
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*vWhb earth, they would fix themselves at •Beziers.” Beziers was 
Vst inhabited by a #oman colony, who were succeeded by the 
S^isl^ths ;«and Pepin le Brcf 9 in tjie year 752, took possession of 
it TrKscJnhsthi tents of this ill ace are distinguished bv the 


it. Tlnia^jihabitants of this place are distinguished by the 
unbridled scope they give to their passions ; their love and their 
hatred arcLequally strong; either patient in the extreme, or 
impetuous and impatiqnt^ economical, or prodigal: it seems 
unnaturaj'to them, ;pid impossible, that tlipy should ever acquire 
that hapj>y modi An famed in more temperate climates; Beziers 
being in one of Ae hottest plaoes in France, the extreme heat 
appears ^o affect lieir character ill every r point of view. In 
all religious wars/hey have displayed a spirit of revenge and 
persecution truU/lViglitful, which lias led to the commission of 
the most crudKind outrageous barbarities. In former times, on 
Palm Suyfiiy, the bishop of Beziers was Exhort the 

town’s-foft to revenge themselves upon the J<n ami gave theft! 
ficrmissioik during mie fortni^it, to attack and beat down this 
unfortunate* people, and to 1/rcak -down their houses, provided 
they used no otljer offensive weapon than stories. In 1159, 
Raynaud Trcncaval, viscount of Carvasonne 9 abolished this 


unit of Carvasonne , abolished this 


san gui 1 1 jfcpy ,cifstom # ; four yAirs afterwards, one of the B^zerians 
having insuttOia knight in the train of this Raymond, the 
other knights took the law At$ their own hands; and the towns- 
folk, iu the Spirit of K'taliatiOti, assassinated Raymond* and all 
his courtiers in # thc church of Safate Madeleine. In 1169 
Roger II., son*V^T 'Rayhwnd Trcncaval , formed an alliance with 
the king oftArragon ; and under pretence of confidiug a distant 
expedition to the Arragoiyjse, he admitted them into the ?ity^ 
and thus secured to himself the means of punishing the mur- 
derers of his lather. TFbse Arragonese fe^ upon the people, 
hung the principal citizens, and the rest were sacrificed without 
mercy to the manes of Raymond : the Jews upon this occasion 
escaped, having happily taken no part in the death of tlm 
count: the females were likewise spared) and those that were 
old enitfy’tfwere married to the Arragonese. In 1209 "the inha- 
k hitants, having embraced the faith of the Albigenses, w^lc 
attacked by the crusaders of St. Dominick and Simon- de Mont- 


fort , and 30,000 of them fell beneath the swords pf these 
fanatic^ defenders of the Roman Catholic t Kristian religion. 

Near B^zieif there is $» fountain of petroly, the waters of 
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which are covered with a crust ol‘ bitumen, and very muc 
resemble those of the fountain of Brocktffburn in Alsace; ih'.s 
fountain is situated § * 

An village tie Gabian, 

E litre Saint-Jeati et Ca&san, 

Vers le midi de Vaillian, 

Dan.s le Canton de Roojan . . . 

Mais A je voulais, vraiment, 

M’etcndrc sur tons les a ns 
De cet arrondisseincnt, 

Ten aurais Jrien pour un an. 

i 

Lonp. 0° 52' 24"*; lat. 13° 20' 33". Two '}iun died and three 
Icapues south from Paris. 

Ckite. — The position of this little town hetwu \i the canal da 
Midi, antf^hsii o f the Rhone, renders it a very aeti ^ and busy 
flace : it is sicBN^jd at almost an equal distance from Jliau and 
the Mediterranean, ^protected on one side by fhc liiljs de Mar - 
leillon, and. dc Fronti^non. . * 

Lunel is famous for its wine, bailed launch A short time agi» 
a workman, dipping between Lune't and Ma< seillargues, found 
about a million (of francs) oi*inoncy hi gold and sil erj, ‘he silver 
coins bore the eflipy of Count Raymond, ViscoViri of Toulouse, 
and the gold bore Arabian* charades. All these coins were 
sent to <\w Academy, of Inscriptions, without reserving one to 
satisfy the curiosity of amateurs. 

Among the curiosities of this, department thf* f Rowing deserves 
most notice : — , 

Op the .eastern banks of the river -Herault, is the grotto, 
‘known in this country as la Baume rfr las Donmaisellas , or des 
Fees. This grotty consists ‘\>f many \ t large, 1 deep apavtments, 
some of which arc indeed inaccessible ;jf,hc second, (and they are 
all one betuw the other,) presents to the eye of the beholder four 
beautiful "pillars, about thirty feet high, terminating at the top 
like palm trees f they $re Actachec^ from the roof, wliicli is only 
to be* accounted for by supposing tltat the bottom , or fhjrr, has, 
in come concussion of nature, sunk from its original level : the 
third chamber, still descending, and like the former only to be 
reached by ropes and laddere, presents, at the farther end, one 
vast curtain of crysH, to* which the lights, carried on such 
' occasions, give the appearance of all manner of pyecious stones. 
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JSome of the stalactites of this apartment are solid and white as 
\labaster, some clear and transparent as glass they are of every 
fantastic (jorm and description, as well as displaying perfect. 
fepresfc^Uons of cascades, trees, festoons, lances, pillars, fruits, 
flowers, and even the regular arrangement of architecture in a 
cathedral V The fourth chamber is a long gallery covered with 
fine sand : Tteyond this ihree great pillars present themselves, 
and behifid, there rp a lake of thick mydtty water. All these 
grottoes have b«n long known to the peasantry, hut another 
was lately penetrated, in which every former variety of stalactite 
was seejj, but, in addition to these was foynd an altar, white, 
like fine china, ha/ing regular steps to it of the same material : 
it is composed apparently of layers of the opaque stalactite, of a 
dazzling white and exquisite polish : four twisted columns, of a 
yellow coWfr and transparent, whose height ie le;v , 'fn the vast 
roof; an pbelisk, ^perfectly round, of a reddisY colour, of a gredt 
height, ami a collssol figure of a woman, holding two children 
in her armsYind placed upon ajicdcstal, completed the astonish- 
ment of the ohrint explorers of this subterraneous cavern. But 
alas! this astonishment was changed into feelings of* a more 
melancmK: r dtescrution, wfien they recalled the circumstance, 
still current TTrlthe neigJbourhood, that, during die reHgious 
wars, a family (whether Pr^eStant or Catholic is not ascertained, 
or at least mentioned), consisting of a father and mother and 
one or two children, sought Tefuge iy these subterraneous grot- 
toes from the pft^emitio'n of their enemies, and there preserved a 
miserable existence, far from the cruelty of 


Man, whom Nature formal oS nrflder clay, 

With every kijdd emotionjn his heart, 

And tdught aJone to weep. 

For some years they supported theibselres with berric% and now 
and then they were seen endeavouring to secifre a stray kid or 
goat for food. The solitude and silence of their almost inacces- 
sible dwelling, imbued them^ud their fate with an awful .cha- 
racter, afidf from being objects of pity, they became *a4 length 
% objects of terror, to the neighbouring peasantry, who told grange 
stories of the unfortunate beings thus consigned to cold ■’and 
hunger, and compelled to seek a wretc^d home witfain the 
bowels^>f the earth. Their spare forms, their pale countenances, 

thei$ tattevd garments warfing in the breezy, all threw a mystic 

• • 
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feeling over their appearance, and they were transformed into i* 
fairies and spectres. The shepherds fled^when they appeared*, 
and the children, as they clung affrighted to their parents, with / 
strained eyes and parted lips, followed the rapid movemep^of the 
mountaineers, as they in tlieir tuni, alarmed at the sight of their 
fellow-creatures, fled from height to height, until they gained 
their rocky asylum. Such ^ui accumulation of simciiug and 
misery was not, however, calculated to prolong existence : terror 
and fear destrojfcd*ljie niind, as hunger and Aid destroyed the 
body, and 'after the lapse of a, few years, mic by one, these 
spectres disappeared : but still they figure in ftlf the loci^ stories 
and traditions peculiar to the neighbourhood, Sunder the form of 
witches, fairies, and sorcerers. ‘The questiomis, whetlicr the 
altar and the figure are not the work of tlifcse uiifoNunate beings, 
who inighftfauLiiy.this employment a transitory solace for their 
nwsery. P ^ 

In traversing the south of France, — in listening $ the tra- 
ditions of tfoe peasantry, — ^searching inttT ihq records of tlieir 
towns, the heart driccds at the Numerous, an^, iff fact, never- 
ceasing proofs, that of all the causes which lufre produccjl most 
wretchedness, most horrors — tc/igioaWhas beqn the* msdft power- 
ful; rather should wc not say suplrstilioii, itefaticism, and 
bigotry, all enemies to the ‘spirit «o0 true religion, which is in 
itself pure, holy, charitable, and calcufiited to Soften every 
sorrow, heal every mental wound, cheer man mi his weary pil- 
grimage to “ another and a better world,” dn^f* which it will 
surely accompany him, since religion is love or charity . Hope 
will r thcn expire with jQruitiop, and faiths ill then no longer have 
•siny exercise; hut love will then have An interminable existence; 

“ lor love is heavtpi — and heaven is lore.” * 


• 5.-DEPARTMENT 0 OF GAUD. 

The department of Caret consists of that part of Languedoc 
called Nimesy and Urges; it is a maritime department, (S.) 

4»oiL.2-Gard h intersected by mountains, rocks, bills, valleys, 
plains, 'ponds, marshes, and rivers. * 0 

Mountains. — The wes^and north-west of this department 
is covered with higlf 1 mountains ; the western point of ^which 
presents a vast square of table land?, thirty leagues extant. 
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called Lurznc . Farther north extend the mountains of Levcznn, 
Vwlrich slope gently as they advance into the department. The 
Aigmpl, Situated upon the extremity of Lozcre , is the highest 
point tMwefcn the ocean and the Mediterranean. These two 
seas receive the watqjs of all the rivers which rise in the Gard, 
some of wliiph'fall into the Tarn , which joins the Garonne; 
while the, others unite iherasebes in the basin of i*’H£raul& 
Coasts and I^lJnds.— 1 The coast cxteedstobitf a short distance 
along the Mediterranean ; it is much interrupted by ponds and 
salt marshes: the *ands too, on the. shore, present the phenomena 
of moving hills, which, impelled by the wind, constantly change 
their place. Between the canal of A i(jue*-Morte«, one branch 
of the Rhone, p.qd thyea, there is a barren island, called Gran 
d’Orgon ; ipA immense forest of pines forms a dar^ boundary 
along the^hore ; these, with brambles, briars,* rdfciis, &c., arc the 
only obj&ts of vegetation to be seen here ; but if the vegetable 
world be SUlimiJbd^n the island of Gran d'Orgon, the animal 
world displays aimore extensw*e rffign. Thousands* of birds of 
prey have made |he summits of the forest trees cradles for their 
young^ while serpents lay theii^eggs in the cavities of the 
trunks, o\ ^ou^Atheir moss-grown roots, which form fantastic 
arches and lilliputiflp cavqs at the foot of these towering # pincs ; 
and weasels^ foxes, % ancl hares multiply and make \jaT upon 
each other with impunity beneath tlieir shade. Herds of cattle, 
as black its ehgny, browse, ruminate, or sleep tlirmfgh the hot 
hours of the ntid-Siay sun, shaded by their branches, and at 
sun-set qtfit this solitude to repair to the shore, where they 
inhale the fresh sea-breezes of eveiflng; "there, motionless, 0 anti 
side by side, they, have .the appctyrance of an army in black 
uniforms, ranged in military order. hertfe&an, on horseback, 
watches them at a distance, anti prevents their passing the 
waters of the canal. Glints apd insects abtfund through the 
whole extent of the marshes to a fearful degree where reptiles 
of every kind multiply extraxfrdinarily. . • 

Marshes.— The salt-marshes are abundant; thos$ in Jhe 
0 territories of Aigues Mortes and Saint Laurent (PAigouzeJbe\%\\% 
to the state. The salt is collected in June and July, whet! two 
thousand workmen are employed icaworl^ig it, gathering it up 
in pyramidal heaps, called cameUee, upon the banks of the 
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canal of Sglvercal , from whence it is transported in boats to the 
interior of France/ • ^ 

R?v mi's.— They are very numerous: six bound the depart-, 
inent: viz. the Rhone , the Ardeche , the Rotne, the' Vi^ule, the 
Vis', and the Virenque. Six others fall intone sea or into other 
streams; these are the Card, the C'ere^the f^X^r^the Claize , 
the lives tolouxp and the Daftigne . Five#have their sources in 
this country ; vi$. Wemult , the Tamm , tluf fyegt, the Joule, 
and the Do&rbie ,* • 

Ponds and Canals. — A iyim' Mortes was ''formerly situated 
upon the coast, but it is now surrounded by pfonds and marshes, 
a.ud its only communication with the Mediterranean is by means 
of the canal Grande-Roubinc . , 

Mines.— -T his department is rich in metals, such^is iron ore, 
lejd, antimonj* Wl zincl Amongst its combustible substances 
are pit-coal, &c. Sec. / 1 

Mineral Waters. — T here are two cstalj^shlients^or visitors 
and invalids at Fpuanches iflid r-t Euzet. TJ e v/ters at the 
former are ferruginous, those at the latter are sulphurous. 

Remarkable Persons. — gope Clement lVtli.*^ A 7 «co/- Am- 
bassador in Portugal, who introduced tobi^o ‘ranee ; 

Tvancas de Nirncs — he brought the m^inerrj, tree into the south- 
ern prov^ices; Siguier, La Baumelle, Flofian , Rabaut , Saint 
Ftiennr , Geneml Ihntlartin, Marquis de Moncalm , Colonel de 
Roger de Regrelau, See. See. 9 § 

Learned Societies.— At Nimes there are a Royal Academy ; 
Society of Medicine; a Commission of Monuments Ahtiques; of 
Pcpartmental Archived; a Museum of Antiquities, &c. See. 

Relic ion.— Roman Catholic, form ip g part of the diocese of 
Eimes. The Protestants in this department are very numerous : 
they amount to <40,000. . tfhfiy have seventy-eight tem.ples % or 
houses of, prayer f tliirty-one biblc societies, fifteen missionary 
societies, ten religious tragt societies, and one hundred and 
forty Protestant schools. Wherever there are Protestant churches 
in France, there jire bible societies. 

* Many of the smaller streams in this department, which Ae in the 
Cevennes/have the genial na tie of gardon attached to them, as those 
which fall from the Basses and Hautes Pyrenees are called gooes . « 
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This department is divided into four arrondissemens , viz. 
Nimes , Alais, Uze^ Levigan. Its civil government depends 
.upon th e'Cour Royale of Nimes . It is comprised in<be pinth* 
military'riivfision. * 


fcHIEF towns. 

Nimes is the capftajf Ifr is a* very ancienl city, and has 
modem* claims to fhe rank of a secoml-mtc«citf of France ; but 
tlic Roman moflumcnts which it contains, and thcfte which arc 
found in its enfirons, add greatly .to its importance and interest, 
and pliffcc it in the first rank. Nimes is of*Celtic origin, and its 
present name is derived* from the Nnnoirs of the Romans, 
originating in the Celtic word Nemos . Nimes owes its ancient 
greatness to the attachment it over evinced to its conquerors, the 
Romans. T Its renown does not extend* beyond "the period wljen 
. the conquerors (If the world made it one of their principal cities, 
and the Roman/ ncfeilityjifte of their chief places of residence. 

That tliA^itylvas in those (Kyslwice its present size is evident 
from the fact, |hat the Tour Magne , which now stands at a 
consiforable/Ustance f ron^Nimes+wns one of eighty towefcs which 
flanked Anils. ^No remains of these walls now -exist*; 

but the elegance ^ the four Mqgne y which stands on an emi- 
nence, leaves muel*to be regretted, in a picturesqu^ point of 
view, in tlic lgss of the other seventy-nine towers. Charles 
Martel endeavoured tg destroy this rtiwer entirely, bfit could not 
succeed in bis intended work of demolition. At the foot of this 
eminence 'there was formerly a fountain, which supplied the city 
with water, by means of the aquedutft 6 If Nimes, better Know# 
as the Pont du Gopd. ( • 

This aqueduct rises between twg mouiflains upon the river 
Gardon, three leagues north-east fcf Nimes. If is obstructed of 
blocks of freestone, place£ ong upon the otler, without either 
mortar or cement. It consists of thuee rows of grebes, placed the 
one upon the other. The flrst row is ten toises, twq, feet* high, 
and eighty-three toises long. The second row # is ten* toises high, 
and *pne hundred and thirty-three toises, two feet, ii^ length. 
The thifd row is four toises high, and one hundred and thirty-six 
toises, two feet, in length. The election jjf this fine edifice, from 
the water to its highest jpoint, is twenty-four toises, three feet.* 
ypog th# thifd arcade tfle aqueduct is constructed, level with 
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tlie summit of the mountain. It is four feet wide, and five high. 
Slabs of stone, one foot tliick, tlirec feet wido, and one loot broad,/ 

> • cover it entirely. The inside is lined with a cement three inches 
thick, painted red, over % foundation of small stones; mjtfcd with 
gravel and lime, making together a solid mass of eight inches, 
f capable of preventing the exuding/ dr the takers. A long 
succession of conduits, whicMeriqinaft^i jn tlic aqueduct, con- 
veyed to Nimcs tljc ^tqjs of the lountains.of UEyre and UAirain. 
These fountains rise* near iVUzta , and although they arc but 
about three leagues and a li all*. from Nimes, tl mj aqueducts ex- 
tend over seven leagues, on account of the windings which it 
was necessary to take for preserving, the necessary height and 
level. . 

This aqueduct conveyed the waters to" divers reservoirs, by 
means of smfcllcA rfqucducts, which several subterraneous canals 
anti pipes distributed into different quarters of the cij*\ It is 
impossible to gi\c any idea of the grandeur of uliis stupendous 
work of art,* or of the beauly^m^iicturesque dffecjfit presents, 
situated as it is in the most beautiful and 1 1 ip u riant country, 
bounded f>y the distant view of hills and mountain^. 

In .the reign of Louis XV th the ruins were 

discounted, at the foot of the Tour ^lenit was rebuilt 

u pon tlie model of the ancient ont. It ^as by the conduit of 
die waters of diis fountain that the* Protestants introduced them- 
selves into Rimes, in 15(id. *Iu 1738 die remains of some superb 
baths were found, and a temple' of Diana, so far in perfection as 
to point out the place where the victims were sacrificed, and 
yen 'many* of die uichesi fdf the different idols were perfect. 
But of all these Roman reyiains, the most perfect, as well as 
most beautiful, is tin* Mation Carrie. Vj roc us, king of die Van- 
dals, in vaqi endeavoured to* destroy it, and enraged at liis want 
of success, lie removed from the frise of the portal the bronze 
letters which marked its origin. But the academician Siguier, 
by tracing on paper the letters and* the holes of the iron hooks 
which haji Supported them, discovered that the Maison Carrie 
vwas^erectcd by the inhabitants of Nimes, in honour'of the two ^ 
adopted sons of Augustus, Caius and Ldcius. This beautiful 
building <s a proof diat duplicity is not incompatible with 
( majesty ; indeed, if we f look at the works of nature, we shay find 
simplicity one of the chief ingredients in her «mosU majestic 
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works. What can be more beautiful or grand than the view of 
the bouncflcss ocean*, the blue vault of lieavtm, a distant and 
.extensive* forest, an extended plain. See. where the milichsfems ' 
to extend -far beyond the corporeal vision. But to return to the 
Mahon Carrie , beautiful as it is, shrinks into less than 

nothing, whfin^^ompareayitli the works of the great Architect 
of heavep and earth.* yl peristyle* of thirty fluted columns, oi 
tlic Corinthian * orfler, 4he capitals of whi#h mre composed oi' 
the olive leaf, inns round the building, Arming an agreeable- 
covered walk: (lie height of tfiana columns is twenty-seven feet. 
The il fkmm Carrie stands in the middle of* the town, in almost 
as good preservation as in Jjie time of Augustus. The Augustine 
monks bcstowed«iiiucl^pams in its preservation, and in the reign 
of Ixmis XI Vth it was converted into a church. 

The amphitheatre denominated lei Barffies 9 is a wonderful 
s production of a%t. Its funn is that of an ellipse, 4(12 feet long, 
and its height li r 4 -^ilt!j mr feet : it is divided into a double 
row of colsann 1 and portico^ **Most of its # omaihcnts are in 
good preservation, Thirty-two rows of seats in the interior were 


destined for spectators, hjt tlier^ aTe now hardly seventeen of 
these that can /J^iscovered. 'the contemplation of this iii^ 
posing building conjures ^p many. a gorgeous assemblage of tlny^ 
great ones # of this\woild, many a dreadful scene of wanton 
bloodshed. It may well be called by Ltfrunc tie Pompignan — 

• • 

• Monument qui tranuwet a la posterin', 

. Et leur magnificence et leur ferocite. 


• t 

The Greeks, in this respect, w?re*sifyerior to the Rofhan^; 
they never found, sport iu the miissaere of hundreds of their 
fellow-creatures, compelled to murder eaffh* other without any 
incentive but the cruelty of their* masters. The heaft sickens at 
such cruelties, committed by .a people priding themselves on 
their learning, their course, their generosity. , 
lire Spanish bull fights, "and many other cruel s^prts still in 
existence in many parts of Europe, may be trqped to (fyc Roman 
ganjps and shows. The inhabitants in the neighbourhood of 
Nimes , for instance, Save a game which savours mucli of cvuelty, 
and bears a strong resemblance to (He still kept up in some parts 
of England on Whitmoi\day. The French game is however a. 
jlaily anfUseiflent. A cdlffk is tied to a stake in the middle of the 
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road, having about two feet of string left: the master of the coc£ 
sells, at a farthing a-piece, stones, as big us an ordinary-sized 
apple, which the purchaser is permitted to fling af the poor 
animal, from the distance of twenty-five feet: the flingers take 
their regular turn, and he who kills the bp-fh takes it home for 
his supper. jF" ■ 

The Vandals and the Saracens Unified themselves in the 
arena of the amphitheatre, and the ruin^of the castle \v6rc to be 
seen a short time agt/, which was destroyed by "Charles Martel. 
He used his utmost efforts to rqdtice the amphitheatre itself to a 
heap of ruins by fire*. but it resisted his efforts; and in Hie reli- 
gious wars, which have so frequently devastated this part of 
France, it has afforded an asylum, in tur^, to both parties, from 
the fury of their enemies and conquerors. 

Nimcs luts a fcoifeidcrablc commerce in silks, stuffs, silk stock- 
ings, velvets, &c. Its territory produces silk, k/rmes, Medicinal 
herbs, brandy, and olive oil; it also possesrcs tymneros, and is 
celebrated in the art of (Ucingi / / 

Long. 1 0 f>8' lat. 4:1° 4' 12". One hundfed and iifty-twy 
leagues jkAi th-east from Paris. # \ ^ r 

At/mari/ues, now an insignificant police, wj^he^^pot chosen 
hy Saint Louis for the rendezvous of critic army, and fur- 
her south is Ayguesmitrie , where lie* built fytyharos, called Tour 
tie Constftnce , (now converted into a prison;) and from whence be 
embarked tbr the holy wan The Tour ( dc Constance is now 
distant two leagues from the Sea. Upon the Vidourle is seated 
the small town of Sauve, the birth-place of Florian. * 

Sauif lDjppolite. is a smatt town, with no other claims to 
notice, than that which it derives from the indiscretion of its 
inhabitants, who, liUiriug insulted a priest, who was carrying the 
host , ga\c Loui^XIV. an # 5stensible reason for accomplishing 
what he liaS long desired, viz. the revocation of the edict of Nantes . 
From such small causes, do peat effects ])rocced. 

Pont St. Esjrrity upon the Rhone, *is a flourishing town, which 
owes its origin to a small chapel erected to Le Saint Esprit , to 
whieju pilgrims used to resort from all parts of the country,: in 
the coprsc of time a few cottages were erected, and the offerings 
presented pt the convent soqp become so great, as to afford the 
means for building a Bridge, and in the year 1235, the great 
‘work commenced; but this bridge tested but T4 ytars, tha 
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rapidity of the Rhone haring carried away the arches : at length 
it was rcsofved to erect a stone bridge, consisting of 26 arches, 
Which migtTfcresisft the strength of the current, by forihirfg* an * 
elbow, or salient angle, to the stream : but even this is so inse- 
cure, that the carjg ajtid carriages always cross it empty; the ^ 
luggage being conveyed oika kind of sledge. 

" , At Saint Felix , in th^arrondissferaent of Vigen, there is a 
fountain, 9 which* wfts rormerly called the •Fomtaine corrosive, 
because if a leajf, or the body of a small Snimal, w*?re thrown 
into it, the next? day it would* appear as a perfect skeleton : 
this was%ttributed to the nature of the waters; but it has since 
bceu ascertained, that mijj’Me .insects, somewhat resembling a 
shrimp, and called hyythe inhabitants of the country Quinque 
tallies , arc tlic anatomists of this fountain. 

In Provence, as well as in Italy, Chri’stmas niglit is celebrated 
^vith great pomp/' The markets and shops arc illuminated with 
coloured h mps, adorw -vJ jvith branches of trees, flags, ribands 
of all coloui adfl festoons ol and silver ^aper. *The largest 
log of wood Wf can be found, is selected in every bouse, ami 
amidst ^be acjjmrhations of # the children, it is brought with cere- 
mony, and laid 2 die principal fire-place. There it is lighted/ 
lifter having been mink^ with vine and oil. Every 'family . 
that night, a£semble\a?« reveillon at the house of one of its most/ 
ancient memberg. Peace and joy preside at this repast; it is 
there hatred tefmiuale^ and angry sjflrits arc reconciled ; there, 
love begins, and marriages arc decided. Each one brings his 
dish, accofnpanied. by $pntimcnts of love and of benevolence. 
The king of the feast, conformably fo tfndlcnt customs, sclCtls ^ 
portion of the bcst.viands, and places them in an empty apart- 
ment, as an offering to deceased friends. Tfle next day these 
viands are given to the poor. 

6.- DERAILMENT OF LOZERE. 

This is au inland department (S.), com pose (J of t£a( part of 
^Lanjjucdoc called Givaudan and Velay. # *• 

Soil.— This department, with Cantal, forms the most elevated 
points in France; the soil is barren and stony; the small valleys 
whicl» lie between the mountains produce only rye, potatoes, and # 

a pasturage for' sheep, thdVool of which is. highly prized. 

# _ • 

• p 5 
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Forests. — These consist chiefly of chesnut trees, in the fruit 
of which the inhabitants find tlieir principal! food : the mulberry 
treoris likewise cultivated in some places. 

Mocntains.— These consist of branches of the Cevennes. 

Rivers. — The Tam, Lot , Allier, auxl ^naqy smaller streams* 
fertilize the valleys. { „ 

Mines. — Iron, copper, silVer, icad,^iffcd antimony, are found 
in this departmtutpus well as coal. 1 ' 

Religion. — Roman Catholic, dependent upftn the bishoprk 
of Mendc. There arc many Protestants in this**part of France. 

1'h is department • is divided into three ammdismnbis, viz 
Mnulr, Marjcvols , and Florae. ^ The judicial government 
depends upon the Cour Royule of Nimes^and it is comprised in 
the ninth military division. 

chief towns. 

Mende is situated in a little pl£m : it is buil 7 iiythc form of o 
heart, stiicl contains about 5,000 inhabitants ; tlk streets arc nar- 
row an<T disagreeable, though < they iye omai/enW wills' many 
pretty fountains. The .steeple of its citfhcdiTThs jn»ch admired. 

Between Saint Chelt/ and Mende % ifrlne siMl village of Jamie, 
’(brine vlj. a large town, called Gahfili: it wfls early converted to 
Christianity. One of its bishops, Saint Prival,, on the invasion 
of Crocus, King of the Vandals, being taken prysontr, and refusing 
to reveal to the conqueror the secret hiding-place of his flock, 
suffered martyrdom from the hands of the Vandals. Near to 
,1/cwJf', the hermitage is* still pointed out, whither he retired 
upon the approach of Crocui. 

Long. 1° 9' 32"; fat. 44° # 20' 47". One hundred and thirty 
leagues sou'h-soUth-cast from T\aris. 

Tliis department contains tvo other towns, Marjevols and 
Florae. The former carries on a considerable manufacture of 
serges* whitfli are called Series fie Jltende, because they are con- 
wygl to tfiat place, and are from thence circulated. The latter,,^ 
Flomv , abounds in fruits aud grain, but npt wheat. t 
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^ ^ Oi-gucs d'Espailly. 

7.— DEPARTMENT OF HAUTE* LOIRE. 

Tin’- is a dcpai^ment. (8.E.) 

Haute L'mre’A composed of Velay, a part of Viwrai» y and 
(reran dun in Lanfiddoc; part of Auveryne and of Forez in 

Lyonmm. ^ 

Soil. — Three- fifths of this department rest upon a granitic 
base, the two*)thgr fifths, are the. production of lofcanic erup- 
tions: the hottom of the valleys are generally fertile, hut the 
rocks and* mountains ane perfectly barren. # 

Mountains. — The mountains are * t continuous intersecting 
chain of those called dv. V Auveryne. •The summit of the mountain 
denominated Le Itochcr de Corncillfy is th£ most curious among 
them : it presents many different and fantastic? forn#;, from the 
point of view from which it is beheld. When seen from the road 
of Lyon^ near Saint Jeamil resembles a rabbit dn its form ; and 
beneath this imagined animal, is a profile, with an aquiline nose, 
a projecting moustache, and a lengthened -chin, vjhich^ has 
nasrved the name of^Henri Quatre; the ruff is even depicted by 
i circle of bushes close round and beneath the chin. "Many 
curious caves, said by the learned fb have been occupied by the 
Drutds, are to be seen in the sides of these mountains, particu-* 
Jlafrly at tfoutlaux and Geyssac. 
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Forests. — The pine, the oak, the fir and the hecch, forxr/the 
constituent parts of the forests of the Havte Loire , which arc 
cxt<y**ivc. 

Lakes.— The lake of Rouchct is the principal one /it is situated 
between the villages of Cayres and Houchel , to the south of the 
' town of Puy: its form is that of a cup, 13,000 feet in circum- 
ference, and about 74 feet deep ; j,t hasA^ apparent issue. 

Rivers. — Th^ Ajfie^ and the Loire an? tli& chief rivers of this 
mountainous department. * 

Mines. — The subterraneous pleasures of this. department tore 
very numerous. They consist of granite, quartz, rnarUe, pit- 
coal, iron, copper, zinc, lead, antimqpy, but the mines of the two 
latter are the only ones which arc worked; many crystalized 
stones, such as sapphires, hyacinths, amethysts, tourmalines, 
jasper, Kto. are four.d in different parts. 

'Mineral Waters. — There is no establishment in the Haute 
Loire for the accommodation of visitors. J^ut the department 
contains many salt, acidulated^cTl^ascous springs. 

Remarkable Persons. — Among these the me'nborS of the 
ancient. family of Polly nac arc^conspicuous; Laft^tjeUe, Amau- 
flfiin»' y the statuary Julian, and the painter Francois Gui , known 
in Italy under the name of Guidi-Franliscnf 
4- Religion. — Roman CaAliolic. Tl iorms y^rt of the diocese of 
Ruy. The Protestants have a corisistorial church, upon which 
depend tlire,o pastors, besides tw o temples , or houses of prayer. 

This department is divided into three arron'dmemens , viz. Le 
Puy, Ibiotidc, Yssenyeaux. Its civil government dcpe.ids upon 
the Omr Roy ale of Rim). «Jt is comprised in the nineteenth 
military division. 

• H CHIEF TOWNS. 

Le P ny.— Its principal street is that of Les Tables , which leads 
to the cathedral, bfhis building, though not perhaps distin- 
guished for its elegance, 3 et its situatioLi and boldness of design 
are admirable. From the town it looks &» if it were suspended in 
the air. Phis church is dedicated to Notre -Dame. The ascent 
to it* ia curious : after traversing many inclined planes on., the 
side of the mountain, a vaulted part of the rock projects for- 
ward, upov wiiich a large portion of the cathedral stands ; from, 
this vault a flight of one hundred and eighteen steps prerents 
itself, winding under the church, until a folding door, curved ?n. 
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and ornamcnlcd with columns and pilasters of porphyry, 
opens info the middle of the nave of the diurcli. The effect 
/producerNs singular by this entrance from beneath/ The in-* 
terior possesses nothing wortliy of much attention. The steeple, 
built, like the rest of the church, of volcanic stones, rises to the 
height of two hundred feet. It formerly contained many precious 
relics, an (I it was th*^csort%of rfUmcrous pilgrims. The situ- 
ation of Le Pay i$ happily chosen, commanding three valleys, 
through which* pass three great high rrifids: the one leads to 
Clermont; an oilier to Lyons; and. the third to the more southern 
departments. It still carries on a small trade in lace, for which, 
in days of yore, it was ftwnojus, and blond : 70,000 hands arc 
employed in thj£ worl/^ The manufacture of blankets, counter- 
panes, leathern bagsmr bottles for wine, pins, muslins, and pottery, 
arc likewise productive. Many horses and*mu!es are Tcared in 
its neighbourhood. It is the country of the Counts dc Polignac. 

Long. 1° 33' 21 'rjJ^t, 45° 2.V 2". One hundred and thirty- 
three leagues south-east fronSPilKs. 

To the n(?SdKwest of this town rises the Mont St. Michel de 
Puy ^ upon jJreWummit of which is a chapel, dedicated to St. 
Michel ; it is suicoundecT by a parapet, upon which is pointed 
out the print of atari’s f^t^ who took a dangerous leap from the 
summit of this liccXle rock to prove ht*r innocence! * 

Small pellets of gold, hyacinths, lapis \ l y near ins , and sapphires, 
are found in Jlic stream Iieoupezouillons . * 

In the mountainous parts of this department, Fay-le-froid , or. 
at Estabfcs , the cold is,very great, and the houses remain buried 
under the snow for three or four iftonthS together. Duriflg this 
period the inhabitants have not %ny communication with each 
other, except by vaulted passages^ cut tl/rbligh the snow. If 
any one should die during this' inclement season, »the body is 
buried in the snow until the, milder season^ returns* In some 
villages the beasts andmheir masters inhabit, the same cabin. 
These poor people are indebted to their four-fopted -friends 
for much of the warmth they enjoy. Their food is pr incip ally 
^comp osed* of Tadishes, potatoes, and barley and rye bread; 
a bit of bacon or cheese is a great luxury among them. » They 
light large splinters of the pine trac, to enlighten tbrir homely 
habitation. This department displays many, volcanic remains ., 
apd mufch of that wild' scenery which results naturally from 
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earthquakes in mountainous regions : immense blocks^of h^salt 
in every various ftfrm that can be imagiifed, are sometimes 
seen £«nr miles together, and what is very curious^ the blocks 
always lie from east to west. There arc also many large basalt 
balls, a form not very common for basalt, found in the neigh- 
bourhood of Pradelles , and one piece of lava, partly encrusted in 
a mass of tall columns, and partly ‘projeelfhg beyond them, has 
very much the fofrm ftf » boot. ' ” 9 

Towards the frontiers of Auvergne and Vclay/upon the high 
rock of Polignac, there was formerly a temple oPApollo, famous 
lor its oracles. The time of its foundation ascends to tfie first 
years of the Christian era, since, inHh* year 47, the Emperor 
Claudius came hither in great pomp, to acknowledge the power 
of the god; and he left proofs of his piety and m uniiicence . 
The debris and mysterious issues thdt are found even now upon 
the rock, in the heart of its environs, reveal the secret means 
employed by the priests to make tlicix^ 1 ’ Grilles speak, and to 
impose upon % thc people. At *fu<!<uottom of the rock was an 
icdicula: it was on this spot that the pilgrinyfc^k \ip their 
first station, and deposited their offerings and jf&th* tlicir *nws. 
A- subterranean passage communicated Jrom tffis auricula to the 
bottom of a great excavation,. pierced jnn tliWorm of a tunnel, 
lKm the base to tlie summit of tliq rock. ft was by this enor- 
mous opening that the vows, the prayers and questions, pro- 
nounced in *thc very lowest toice by the pilgrims* reached in- 
stantly the top of the rock, and were there heard and collected 
by the college of priests ; the answers were then prepared, while 
tl^e believers, by a sinuous'ancl long path, slowly arrived at the 
end of their pilgrimage. Tha answers being ready, tlie priests 
commissioned to transmit them repaired to profound and deep 
apartments, contiguous to a-welf, the orifice of which terminated 
in tlie temple. Tlifc well, crowngi bwan altar, l>eing enclosed 
by a little hemispherical roof„ supported n its external parts, the 
colossal figure of Apollo ; the moutB oi this statue being half 
open, in f}ie middle of a large and majestic beard, ^appeared 
always r^ady to pronounce the supreme decrees. It was ?lso . 
through this opening, by the means of a long speaking-trumpet, 
that tlie priests at the bottom *>f this den of mystery and super- 
stition made known those famous oragles so imposing anti so 
powerful in their effects upon the human soul as tb impede f<w 4 
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rcnWies^ tlic substitution of the more pure and holy precepts of 
t the go&J^l. * 

. In the Commune of ftoimere , which is separated' fimfe the' 
surrounding' parislujs by vast heaths, many old customs are pre- 
served, particular^ those which relate to marriage. The young 
man, when he has seen a young girl that pleases his fancy, re- 
pairs toiler home at rflght, iwid under her window he sings the 
followifig slanftu : — • 

U vc fait point rlair dc lunc f 
Jic l/c , levrz rSiyi, t 
Tumlis (pic lu null est bnuic 
J'chcz dntj^-r avcv moi. 

If the young girl rcpljtf^- 

ll J'&t Irop char dc l unc, 

G argon lapses nous; . 

La nuit n’est pas asses brunc v 
Pour quc.jc danse avee vous, 

the lover retires wfQimu but if she cliaunt # the following 

lines, at her^open window', it is a sign he is accepted : — 
fourquoi, l’amant, venir ainsi • 

r y Trouble* mon sGmtiieil? 

Jl^n'en tends point quand il fait nuit, • • 

oTencK^ujreveil. « 

The lover joust repbat Kis nocturnal Visits fifteen nights rumutt£. 

There is, perhaps, no place in the world where a gotitfmme is 
considered % richer i inheritance # tlnui in this department : the 
errors of the female part of the community press heavily upon 
their descendant**; thojr faults are, indeed, written on brass, and 
in praising the beauty and discretion *of a young womdn w^o 
has the misfortune to be descended from an ancestor whose 
name is tinctured with dishonour, # it is nOt*unusual to hear the 
following observation, “Yes, sift is * f ery good «and discreet; but 
wliat a pity that her gmndityotlier should ^have misconducted 
herself; there is a staiv in that family ! ” \Vhat an incentive 
to virtue, if virtue were^n Itself not so lovely. # • 

The houses consist of two apartments : tlje outer # onc is ap- 
propriated to implements of industry, and the inngr^onc to 
the master and mistress and their children : thgjieds art* placed 
round the room, and inclosed by curtains. In the winter even- 
ings the family assemble round the (ire-place; two bcnclie* 
^placed tlx tlfe chimney-corners arc occupied by the men, who 
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employ themselves in repairing their implements of husbaiyfcy; 
the women spin, knit, See. ; while the children are Jerri fied 
and an used at the same time by the stories of appar^ions, and 
warnings, to avoid certain .places where Lutin f takes die form of 
a ram, Louis Courtois , a great phantom, w.iose voice portends 
r deatli to the hearer, <S:c. Sec. 

8.— DEPARTMENT OF ARDECHE. 

This is an inland department (S.E.), composed of the ancient 
Vivarais. , • * 

Soil. — The country is mountainous and fertile, generally 
speaking, though its soil is so varied ul to consist of a mixture of 
lava, sand, and basalt. There is scarcely one valley in the 
department of tlu* extent of a league, if we except the long narrow 
strin of land that borders the Rhone on each of its banks. 

Mountains.— These arc ramifications of the Ccvcnnes, which 
form a vast amphitheatre, gradually j! i^r/Jwhing in height to- 
wards the Rhone. They are calcAfrous near the Rhone, granitic 
and volcanif in the west of the department. t 

Forests. — The ancient forces of J jvarais jSrn/jrly covered 
afl the* western part of the country, and wejjc rich in the oak, 
•\tJiiple, ash, birch, and alder itree. ^Tfee pin©; the fir, and the 
beat now form the principal ingredients of the forests that 
remain. « 

Rivers. — The Ardeche , the Erieux, and the Ibux> are the 
principal rivers. The Loire and the Alim' rise in this depart- 
ment. . • ■ i 

iLakes, See . — There are a few ponds and lakes scattered in 
various parts of the Ard&chc y many of them«appear to occupy 
the craters of extinct volcanoes. The chief among these is that 
of Issarles ; as circumference is about 9,000 feet. 

Mines.— The silver mines of Argent ti&re have ceased to be 
worked since thc.disco\ery ef America There are indications 
of copper at Saint Laurmt-lcs-Bains , of read, in the environs of 
Jotm$flW % aaitimonyeat Malboix , and at La Voulte there is a very 
rich ‘iron mine. Granite, marble, gypspm, lava, Sec. 
abound. «i. u ^ 

Mineral Waters. — JherC are a great many mineral waters 
in this department, and there arc twq, establishments for -die 
accommodation of visitors. The Wald’s of the one ai Saif.it 
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Latent arclh^ and arc highly beneficial in paralytic and rheu- 
matic affiectionl Those at Vats arc cold, and contain carbonic 
acid, soda,S*iarinAsalt, and oxyde of iron. • - £ 

Remarkable Arsons. — Bussy-d'Anglas , one of the deputies 
of the States GeneraL a man distinguished alike for his talents 
and virtues ; two poefc of the name of Fabre; the Marquis de la 
Fare ; Olivier de Serre^who first propagated an(J cultivated the 
mulberry tree ; dlafUinal de Toumnn , myiistcr *»f Francis I., a 
great persecutor of the Protestants, but rfevcrtliclc&s a man of 
great abilities. * * . 

Religion. — Roman Catholiq^lepcndcwt upon the Bishop of 
Viviers. The Protestants n#sscss five consistorial churches, to 
which sixteen pastors attached. The department contains, 
likewise, several bibfe societies, liouses of evangelical mission, 
and seven Protestant schools\ # * * 

This department is divided into three arrondissemens } viz. 
Prims , Toumtm , a v*\ Argentine, Its judicial government de- 
pends upon the Cour Royal e i^Iitnes, and it is comprised in tlic 
ninth militar^li vision. * 

4 • CftJIEF TOWNS. 

• 

Privas is the seat of ^ prcfectyrc, but it is nevertheless an 
insignificant town, floury ft. bestowed it on Diana of Poictiers^ 
his mistress, and, in the year 1629, Lonis XIII. bcsie4<^ff£nd 
captured it, gavt^it up to pillage. The unfortunate inha- 
bitants, who were Protestants, retired to the fort de ThoUm ; since 
which period it has been gradually recovering its claims to 
the title of town, but it contains^ im <JUe object flf interest; 
indeed the towns of this departmypt derive all their celebrity 
from their proximity to some one or other #f*the great works of 
dame Nature, . ever grand and always imposing, ej r eu in her 
smallest productions. * i 

Long. 2° 16' ; lat. 34 °Jv. 

Annonay.— T his towy suffered much during the Albigcnsian 
persecution ; it has been seven or eight times captured, pillaged, 
A burnt and once or twice the horrors of famine antl-^ the 


todjp 

plagu< 


plague have rendered* t desolate. It is indehted^for its’ present 
prosperity to Messieurs Montgolfier ^pd JoharAtiSt? whqpe manu- 
factory of paper employs a great numb# of lands. It is said 
th& exceltencetof these peppers is derived fromr the purity of the 
•Waters of the rivers la Cance and la Deume. Ift 1783, on the- 
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5th of June, the first balloon ascended from Ann^hoy: it vYse tu 
the height of 1,000 toises; it was made -of v oth, iMd witli 
. paper. 

Long. 2 d 22'; lat. 45? 15 # . 

Tournon.-— In the time of Gregory Jf Tours y part of a 
' mountain in the neighbourhood of this towyu fell into tlic Rhone, 
and compelled it on the instant ,tu forii. a new passage. Two 
months previous to this accident, the mosc fearful noises had 
been heard, and the inhabitants of a castle anr k \ of a convent in 
its immediate environs, though 'greatly alarmtd, yet unable to 
account for this phenomenon, 'Vfiid thus unable to escape from 
the unknown danger that threaten* d them, became its victims, 
for both these buildings disappeared, wiu\all their inmates. Two 
monks, who were absent at the tjme, vT.cn tliey returned to 
Tournon , immediately commence* a search for their former 
dwelling and friends. Having made some considerable exca- 
vations, they discovered an iron mine spirit of cupidity 
seized them*; tliey now diligeqfly continued to enlarge the 
aperture they had made, hoping to iind wealth p.ul riches, but 
they found a grave, for the reipainder ol* the %.'UT|ain suddenly 
Jell, and buried them beneath its ruin's. 

„ AcBr.NAs is a pretty little town, sitipzted on the Ardechc. Its 
'ijjlk winder is a curious piece of mechanism, invented by Vau- 
carso. It consists of three wheels, turned by the waters of the 
Ardechc, which put in action thirty-six frames, consisting of six 
double rows of spindles. The soil of Axihenas produces vines, 
truffles, olives, ligs, and the chesnuts which are sold at Paris as 
chesmits of Lyons. *• « - 

Arc.kntieue was formerly^ productive of silver, and hence its 
name; but the mixes are now exhausted. Upon all the heights 
around it aye thf remains of towers, formerly belonging to the 
proprietors who us< .1 to work those miiips. Nothing now remains 
of the former splendour of Argeiitiere 'jut its name. 

Iu its neighbourhood is a grotto, xjoiiposed of several cham- 
bers, some of which arc not accessible. In the third and principal 
chapel, "as it appears, there is a lake of still and pellucid water 
covered with q. thiji whitish crust ; upon removing this crust, tne 
clear waters remain a few liynutes visible, hut they then quickly 
disappear, by the vapid formation of the filmy substance which 
soon acquires the consistence of that displaced. The v approach 
to this lake is difficult and somewhat dangerous, for its banks 
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8lW^c°nsi3^bly, and one false step would precipitate the 
euriouWfangclinto.thc fearful gulf. • 

• The lithe to wrapf Kociiemaiire is interesting, from thy; in- 
dustry and perseverance which its founders must have displayed 
in its erection. All\te houses arc built with the remains of an 
ancient volcano ; colimns of basalt serve as door-steps, and even 

as in-door stairs: thVyframes of <he doors and windows are 

w \ « 

formed of basaltic prisms ; several houses, arf absolutely erected 
against vast inoraes of lava, and flat slab&jof the sayie material 
constitute the rolls. The old tjjstic orHuchemaure , which was 
erected 4 ipon the extinguished rejoins of .^volcano, is now fall- 
ing into ruins, and from the summit of its donjon, the eye loses 
almost the power of dy&nction, as it views the immense and 
confused heaps of ljpra, and numerous basaltic columns of all 
sizes and forms that lie scaVered around. Tlu^ range, called 
l J avc dcs (/cants , forms a symmetrical colonnade, six hundred 
feet long, and forty Ipgli, along the foot of the mountain. 



Bridge of Arc, 

Le Pont d’Arc, at the south-e^t of thi 


li^valley, 


presents u 


— — — * * 1/ mu. , av uic auuui*«^v in luia i autj , |uvscuu a 

grand and sublime object. Two high rriounUwis in the form ol 
a peak, cflnfiae the river Ard^che on eitlien^iflc ; a single block 
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of grey marble, wedged in between these roc two hundred 
feet above the river, forms an arch one hundrecjfr and 'ai^cy- three 
feet wide, and eighty feet high, from the ldVel of the waters. 
The entire height from the bottom of the wa^r to the summit of 
this natural bridge, is two hundred feet. ( 

The Arddclie is a tumultuous torrent, 4iot wide, but so im- 
petuous, as to excite a considcrablc-fed^gree of awe in the 
spectator: it is formed by thirty-six small streams that ’flow from 
different summits of the mountain, falling in cascades from 
peak to peak, until they unites in one comntori stream: it is 
then that their concent rated ^(orce produces a powerful effect. 
The Ard&che rushes rapidly alorif: until it reaches le Roy Pie , 
from whence it falls headlong, from a KWight of one hundred and 
twenty feet, into a large basin, which has evidently been formed 
by its fallinp^wators. They whese nerves are equal to the 
urdertaking, can pass between this rush of waters and the rock, 
without danger or inconvenieuce. But it is in winter, that this fall 
presents the most magical appearance, when die waters of the 
basin, rough and ° foaming, yield to the stern influence of the 
father of frost and storms. Then 

“ The dumb cascade, 

“ Whose idle torrents on 1 $ seem to roar,” 

; n die sun-beam like a vast crystal arch -.—silent, 
motionless it stands, until the genial southern gales breathe 
life and warmth, and motion— >and then indeed 

Resistless, roaring, dreadful, down it come* 

Froilh the rude n.our tains, and the mossy wild, 

1 umbling through rocks abrupt, and sounding far ; 

Then o’er the sanded valley floating spreads, 

Culm, sluggish, silent jHill again, constrained 
Between Iwo meeting hills, it bursts away, 

Where rocks and woods o’evhangghe turbid stream; 

Then gathering triple force, rapid, nd deep, 

„ It topis, and wheels, and foams, and'thunders through.* 

c ° 

TJp/ grotto of Valon, in this neighbourhood, presents the 
greatest variety ol? form iu stalactites of any in France. The 
entrance to it is sojyery low, /.hat persons arc obliged to lie down 


• Thomson’s Winter. 
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on the grouna^nd drag themselves along in the manner of a 
serpentkjOn rot entering the grot, either* the sight is so 
deceived, or theVpeeuliar situation in which a strange^: is 
placed, on etitcriim these subterraneous regions, has such an 
effect on the imagmation, that the distant masses of stalactites 
are frequently and ealily mistaken for phantoms of a grotesque 
form, to which the wlvitfg lig^t ol* the torches gives apparent 
motion. •The gnlf ife la Goule is situated jn a valley surrounded 
by the mountains of Ustyr, which preset* a picture wild and 
grand. Seven little streams unHp in the plain, and forming one 
stream, full over the precipice ofjirf? Goule into a basin, over the 
edge of which they roll into v^econd; and a third cascade con- 
veys them into \ third JfKsin, where the eye loses sight of the 
waters; but still tlic/ar canwlistinguish their course in a deeper 
fall into the lower gulf: utter many •unkiiOwrf^subterrancous 
wanderings under ground, the river bursts forth near the PoM 
d'Arc, where, after a §hort course, it mingles its streams with the 
waters of the A rdiehe. v c* 

'Fhe cfater Saint I/tyer forms a part of the great volcanic 
chain in the,, mi Ah of France, in which the several wonders 
already described, are to b® found. The valley is composed of 
cultivated plains and slices of mineral waters, cold and h6t; the 
former issuing from the heights, the •latter from the volcanic, 
plain. The crater is circular, and is enclosed by graniui^feks, 
disposed in the form of an amphitheatre, surmounted by peaks ; 
it is distinguished from that of most other volcanoes, because its 
elevation fcs very trifling^ being placed at the foot of a mountain, 
and in a valley, through the middle* of. which flows tlfc Ard&che. 
This crater is in fact a kind of sieve, through which exude me- 
phitic vapours of so deadly a nature, that should any thing that 


breathes come in contact with it, death, ensues. The philosopher 
Soulavie placed a cat witli^i it, and the poor r nimal died in less 
than two minutes. This jfCphitic vapour appears on the surface 
of the earth, about a foo^and a half high, never higher: it rises 
to the surface of the water, as bubbles, which the slightest wind 
^disperses ; Tains and fogs either absorb it, or confine n -*»jjLhin 
the subterraneous labSratory of the mountain. | TJie holes from 
which it exudes in the earth, if nqj constancy cleaned, would 
become absolute reservoirs of the pestilential Igas, which would 
^ventuallf suok up the soil, and render it jdkrr cn. This crater 
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should be properly distinguished by the word S if at era, which 
implies a volcano not totally at rest. These o**e the 1 principal 
among the wonders of this wonderful department : it contains 
many grottoes besides those mentioned ; but At world be but a 
repetition of the same kind of phenomena/ were they all to be 
described. 


xv r. 

THE ANCIENT PUOVfNCE OF BEAUNE, 

IS NOW Tilt W- 

W. 

DEPARTMENT OF PASSES PYRENEES. 

Soil is fruitful, and of \aripus descriptions, producing maize, 
the vine, the chesmit, the oak, poplar, lirs of e\ery description, 
and flower*', in abundance. ^ 

Rivers. — This department is watered by many rivers and 
yaws, us the streams of this part of France arc sometimes and in 
some places called. Among' theso* tne A dour, w hich, by its 
,flL/ v, ’on with the Nire, forms the port of Baytmm. The Bi- 
dassoa"' which separates the frontiers of France vind Spain, and 
the Nivel/a , which rises in Spain, and flowing noidiwavd, forms 
the port of Saint Jean de Luz. The Gave da Pan is among the 
most remarkable streanjji for its picturesque effect: it rises in the 
Ilautes Pyrenees, at the superb cascade of Gavernie , at the height 
of 1,2(56 feet al)ove f the plain 1 , before it unites# itself to the Adowr 
it receives the. Gave d ’ Oleniti,* whicl; issues from the valley of 
Aspe. Tli&te rivers are navigable a few leagues only from their 
mouths. ‘ • * 

Mountains.— The Pyrenees, widely separate it from Spain. 

► Its superficies contains about 763,990 acres. 

This ^department contains mines of copper, iron, 
sulphury and cobal. ; quarries of slate, marble, and granite/’ 
Saint Jean Pmd^Ie Port there are traces of a silver mine. 
There is aiso a mi? „ of eyhitb, a stone more precious than marble, 
ornamented with clouds of light and dark green. It somewhat 
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rescrabSls sStoentine, strikes fire with steel, and is exceedingly 
valuaUp cifcious^ # 

. Mi n E ifc iIJYa Tte as! — At Eaux Brums therq are four warm 
springs, part&uLra efiicacious in pulmonary complaints/ At 
■Eaux Chaudei thermre six springs of (livers temperature : the 
waters, which are ccwurless and limpid, are highly beneficial in < 
rheumatic and paraljkic^iffectioES*® At Camho tliere is a sul- 
phurous ^spring, and ah iron spring. These waters arc drank 
only ; they arc considered highly curativ^jn their nature for all 
kinds of wound). There is aJ,so in commune dc Saties a 
fountain, the waters of which yieffiUdfTevaporation, a great quan- 
tity of the finest salt. It is tfie excellent quality of the 
hams of Bayonne arises from their being cured with this salt. 

Remarkable "Persons.— -Vicomte d'Orthi , who dared to dis- 
obey the orders of Charles IX. at the. tiling of massacre of 
Saint Bartholomew; Henry IV. of France; Jean dc Gassionp a 
•celebrated warrior; Bcrnadotte , elected King of Sweden in 
1818 ;■ Lafitte, the celebrated banker, See. See. 9 

Religion. — Catholic, forming part of the diocese of Bayonne, 
under the jurisdiction of the Bishop of Bayonne. The Protest- 
ants possess at Ortlies a tfonsistSrial church, divided into five 
sections, under the con to! of five ^ministers, as Orthes , Bellroy , 
Saties , Sauveterre, and TW. Tfle department contains, like- 
wise, biblc «md missionary societies. There are many ft m 
this part of France ; they have a synagogue at Bayonne. 

This department is 'divided into five arr<mdissemens f viz. 

Pan, Oleron , Orthes , Maulcan, St. Palais . Its civil government 
depends upon th^Couf* Boy ale of £ au. # It is comprised in the 
eleventh military division. • 

• 

CHIEF TpVftiS. 

Pau is the chief town of this department. It*vas the birth-place 
of Henry IV., and from <%is circumstance it derives its interest. 
The castle was built by tledri d'Albret , gfyidfather^f Hanry. 

“ Berceau du grand Henri, mon cceur, a flm aspect, 

S’est send tout^a-coup p£netre de respect! « 

Tes vieux murs ont pour inoi conserve miUe chUrmes, 

De mes yeux, malgre moi, coulgnt de douj,|es larmes* 

, Helasl en te voyant, je regrette a l^Pfois 
GB le plus tendre p4re, et le meilleur dpntos.” 
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Tbe evening before quitting this castle, at a >wne when his 
return was uncertain, from the distracted state ofc France,* Henry 
repaired, to the neighbouring village of J tiller'd' where his nurse 
resided, and, witli tears in his eyes, he took sxt affectionate leave 
of her. The old nurse, when she bad recovered the emotion 
which this separation excited, went to the doj >r to look after her be- 
loved child; he had stopped et a short distance, and was stooping 
down; she advanced softly behind him; be was carving the 
following words on a j^onc,— 

“ <Jgnr* i Jut nourri.” 

The only article manufactured aM’au is that of handkerchiefs, 
called Mouchoirs de Hearn . The views from this town are very 
beautiful. There have been lately discovered in its neighbour- 
hood some veTjf 1 final' quarries of alabaster. 

<Long. West 2° 43'; lat. 43° 17'. Two hundred and seven 
leagues south-west from Paris. 

Bayonnems situated at the, mouth of the Adour , at its con- 
fluence with the Nive. On the south side of the river a bridge 
divides, it from Saint Esprit , which is in lot A qndes. Bayonne 
is well fortified; the entrance to its fort is difficult; it has one 
peculiar advantage, that of being placed on the only two rivers 
in France which ebb aiyl rfow with regular tides. It is the 
ccnB?*-rf commerce and exchange between France' and Spain. 
The exports to the peninsula consist principally of linen from 
Montauban; cloths and stuff* from 7 .pons; ribtfons, mercery, 
and iron-ware; and it receives in return Spanish vool, oils, 
wines, iron,* chocolate, c and ingots of gold and silver. Its hams 
Arc very celebrated; they arc brought from les Landes , and cured 
at Baymne with wdiije salt from the springs in the neighbour- 
hood of the little town of Sallkp, in the department of the Basses 
Pyrenees. The brandies of Andaye arc in great repute, under 
the name* of Bayonne brandies* Th^ bayonet takes its name 
from this town. 1 Between Bayonne ,aitj St. Jean de Luz there 
are many prodigious?/ grottoes in the rocks along the sea shore; 
they f-.viftt the mfst wild and fearful caverns, inter which the 
sea dashes with violence, when the north winds blow. The must 
celebrated of these jeavems is that called Chambre d' Amour, from 
the following circwitstawce. Two lovers, whose parents objected 
‘to an union betweejp^hem, forsook the paternal roof, and took 
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refuge ifi tlTe^p caves, until the Iparch for them should have 
passed awjjy ; bitt, in the mean time, a temped arose, and the 
asylum they had\hosen became their tomb. What must have 
been their sensation as the rushing winds and foaiAing waves 
followed then) to the utmost extremity of these dark abodes of 
terror! their accusi&Ar consciences increasing the agony which 
the approach of deatjAunder such •circumstances, must at all 
times produce ; ipdesd it seems qqite imposgiblq to analyse or 
describe the despairing anguish tliat iqust Wve seized these un- 
happy victims of passion, when4he tJm^ghts of their parents, 
their honjc, their own undutiful cmHlst, rushed upon them, and 
brought along with them the cu^rwnelming reflection, that, Amt 
for their own misconduct, they 'had never encountered such a 
fearful destiny. * , 

Long. West '3° 48' £8"; lat. 43° 29' 15". Two ‘nundred and 
five leagues south-west from Paris. • 

•Saint Jean pied of. Port. — It is necessary to observe here 
that all the passes in the Pyr£ndcs, # bctwccn France^and Spain, 
are called jPorfs. Not far from this town, upoft the borders of 
the forest d’ I rats, the shepherds found a savage, or rather wild 
man ; he was covered with* hair. They laid several plans to ^ 
catch him, but he was sc^-gile he always escaped theii»toils. 
His great delight arose from 4he terror, with which he inspired 
the flocks and herds: as they ^fled at his, approach, he v^jfd 
pursue them, shoifting and laugHing immoderately. 9 

Mauleon. — Stint • Jean de Lu&, •with Andoye and Bcdacke, 
constituted formerly the country of lcs Basques, whose language 
and manners are totally different from^liqseif all other Countries, 
except Biscay in Spain.* The name these people first gave the 
barren country they chose as their resting-pl^e* whatever their 


* It is said the Mexican langu^c bore* the strongest resemblance to it 
of any other language. If so, m*y the Mexicans noPbe of Phoenician 
origin ? It is certain, when Cocxez arrived in Mdkico, that his appear- 
ance caused the greatest alarm? not only from thelfear which wa%the 
natural consequence of their appearance and fire aims, but flhm a pro- 
phecy which had been handed down among them frmti the earliAbfc^s, 
th^f£0ffafiger« from the vising tun should subdue aSd conquer them” 
From this circumstance many antiquarians hawe imagined that Mexico 
,was peopled by a colony of these great navigfltors^and that this pfophecy 
»rhse from the conviction in their own minds, that othenh of their adven- 
turous pountryflhen evould followtheir example. * 
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origin, was Iberia, derived Pfrom two Basque w^ds, eria berm , 
meaning new country. Tlfe difficulties they surmounted, on 
th({ ; r first arrival, must indeed have been con^dered insuperable, 
but for the spirit which induced them to ^eek refuge in these 
wilds, either from persecution, the horrors of war, or the love of 
change. Whether they be the descendants from a colony of 
Phoenicians, or whether tlfey be the tiewendants of the original 
inhabitants of «the. peninsula, cannot be derided; but’ the former 
supposition appears^u? more probable, from^ the fact that their 
language is peculiar to 'Ijems^ives, and that 'it bears no affinity 
to that of any other lanV V>ge : no trace of the Phoenician 
language now remains, except* in a comedy of Terence ; if 
there were, this fact might elucidate the mystery. They were 
brave and independent, jealous *of llieij’ liberty, and during 
the invasions ' of *dhc Romans, the IJ uns, the Goths, and the 
Vandals, they seem to have inspired their fierce invaders with 
feelings of respect. Clovis himself could never subdue them, 
and finally 1 sought their friendship. Proud, yet gentle, intrepid 
and generous, vigilant and pacific, contented with his lot, the 
Bascanian never sought to qxtend his possessions, but merely to 
defend them, and preserve his ovfh independence; hospitable 
and friendly to the distressed, he g;yrc shelter to the Goths when 
^they were driven by the*Saraccns lVom Spain, or by the Normans, 
Flunks, and other liarharous Nations from the northern parts of 
Gaul, to L*)ek shelter in the mountains of thc'Pyrenees; but the 
pride of the Bascanians wotild never permit them to form any 
alliance with these refugees. In some few instances, however, 
the softer 'feelings of “Our nature rose paramount to those of pride; 
and there are, even in the^sc days, families descended from these 
unions, who live in separate hamlets, and are distinguished by 
the namq_ of J got Jus or Aftottocs. *But this feeling of contempt 
for all Qthcr people on the part of tl)e Bascanians is more strongly 
pourtrayed by the, circumstance, that there is a basin of holy 
water placed outs/le many of the churches, where the Agoths 
kneel an# pray avd take holy water, without mingling with the 
p^re^ltascanianjfi So near are our virtues allied* to vices, that 
independence Becomes pride ; economy avarice; liberality; ex- 
travagence; and so on. , 

Although the Ba^anians always acted on the defensive only, 
they were distinguished by their brarery ; and Strabty in speaking 
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of them* says, M /Aey were superior to all other nations at a coup 
de main ;”^and they seem to have ^considered Jhis as a very im- 
portant as well as elective point in their own character. The 
very p&me they have assumed, and to which the peasants alone 
will answer, ^is a proof of this; it is not that of Basque , hut 
Escoual Dounac, theipeaning of which is bans du cot'e de la main . 
They so completely rop.% all innovation, that their priests ave 
chosen from among ithem selves* and preach in {he Basque lan- 
guage. They marry early in life, for thN^eauty ofjhe women 
soon passes awayl The name^he girls give their lovers 

is chenargain to fife de mari). # # 

Orthes, seated on the Gar.Zde *Pau, was formerly a .very 
flourishing town, while in possession of the Protestants ; but die 
religious wars have ruined ifc* prosperity : it still, however, carries 
on a tolerable trade ? /n leather, thread, corn,«cloth^ linen, salt, 
andiron wire. Slate, coal, sulphur, and petroly are found in 
its neighbourhood. 

Long. 3° 6'; Lat. 43° 31'. 


SECtflON XVII. ^ 

THE ANCIENT PROVINCE Of COMT& DE^FOl£ 

CONTAfNfNG 

The department b of arri£g^ 

This is a frontier department (S.) 4 composed principally oi me 
Pays de Foix CoussSrans, and a small portion® of Gascoyne and 
Languedoc . f • * , « * f 

Soil.— I n a physical poift of view, thjs department Resembles 
the other Pyrenean provinces,* except tW the Pyrtntes that 
bound and intersect it, are less elevated tram those jdesigpated 
Hautes Pyrenees; beautiful valleys, generally^ extending from ' 

S ' Jo soulh, afford excellent pasturage, andwome of tfieVn^un- 
possess the sam£ advantage even to their very summits, 
while others, at an elevation of eight orpine thousand Jeet, are 
Covered with perpetual snows. 
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Rivers. — Five principal fivers traverse VArritgei viz. the 
Arriege , the Arisf, the Arget, the Salat, and the Lert w 
Minims. — There are several iron mines, which produce abun- 
dance of this useful metal; and formerly, in the time of the 
Romans, silver was also found in abundance in this part of 
France, and gold in smaller quantities. The rivers still produce 
paillettes of gold, seldom larger than a, square superficies of two 
lines in breadtlj; and though many of the inhabitants prosecute 
the fishery , if this egression may be used, yet it scarcely rewards 
their labour. There is ^isolated rock called Clause, near the 
peak of Orlus, which, wheh^rjruck, gives back a sound Jike that 
. produced by a blow upon brass'; and fer a long time it was con- 
sidered as composed principally of that mctul ; but the opinion 
was erroneous — it really consists of, loadstone, for the fragments 
present the ^phemmena of the noitli aim south poles of the 
magnet. 

Mineral Waters. — At Ax, Ussat , and Audinac, there are 
establishments for the purpo^p t of accommodating visitors who 
drink these waters. The waters of/he two former are hot and 
sulphureous ; those of the latter contain acid carbonic gas. 

At Camoradc , near to Mas (TAziL, are sufficient quantities of 
muriate of soda, to enable the inhabitants to extract salt by 
evaporation. * 

Turned Societies. — At Foi|, there are Societies of Agricul- 
ture and the Arts : the latter publishes ajoumid. 

Remarkable Persons. — Jnqv-cs Fournie,, cbnsccrated Pope 
l\v the name of Benet XII., was a native of this department. 
Many branches of- the houne of Foix distinguished themselves 
for their bravery, and one from his beauty, received the name 
of Phoebus. Pierre^ Bugle, the sceptical Baylc, General Sarrut, 
Lafitte, and General ClahzcJ, arc jilso among the remarkable 
personages horn iji VArrjtge. . 

Religion. — Roma r i Catholid, forming part of the dicoese of 
Pamiers . I # 

The Protestants have also a consistorial church at Mas <PAzil, 
dividetf nto six Options, the duties of which are performed by, 
six ppltors. ' « 

This department is dfridjd into three arrondissemens , viz. Foix , 
Pamiers, and Saint Girons. 
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Its civil government depends iiAa [the Cour Royal# of Ton- 
/owe. It/s comprised in the tenth military division. 

CHIEF TOWNS. 

Foix is theVhief town of this department; a bridge over the 
Arri&ge, and an oW casfle, are thp only objects to arrest the 
attention of the traveler : its inhabitants, however, boast of its 
antiquity* and aftjra^it was founded by lu&ony of JPhocians, 
from Marseilles. perhaps, more Jiist cause fdlr boasting, 

in the bravery and mart] exploit r*#Tts counts, who were for 
centuries* distinguished |y eve^ quality which could adorn a 
knight. 

Long. West 0°n8'; ,43° 2'. 

Pamiers is a hatfd .town, wellbuil^ and^its general 
appearance is imposing. Roger II., Count of Foix, laid ijp 
foundation, in the eleventh century: in 1300, it was erected 
into a bishopric by Pope Boniface VIII., in favour jof Bernard 
dc Saissel^ Fhilippe-lc-bel refused, however, toecknowledge the 
prelate — the popc*defcnded Imh bishop by his famous bull, called 
Auscalta fill : the king threy the lltill into the fire, and the pope 
was arrested at Anagui, by Guillaume dc Nogorel. When JBoni- # 
face was informed that he*Ws a prisoner, he replied, “ Since 
I am, like Jesus Christ, betraAd, I will die like a pope.” lie 
accordingly put on his habit elf cerqjnony, with all its Orna- 
ments, fully prepared toVneet hi death nobly; but the inhabit- 
ants rose in^a body, and rescued him, and Boniface set off for 
Rome ; but he died tm his journey ^om fgtigue, andjthe agita- 
tion he had gone through during his vexatious, though short « 
captivity. . 

Long. West 0? 43' ; lat. 8 

Mirepoix. — The environs of this tovm present* mafly objects 
of interest; and among these, the entonm t\ a *vast abySs in die 
form of a funnel, called PEntonnadou , is^ conspicuous : it is 
situated near le Puy du Till , and the rivers ^pf the vflley flow 
into it : from the numerous apertures in theWountaii^Mv^di^ 
th&vtfi&bitants call Bakines, there is a never-ceasing currtnt*of 
wind, which is sometimes soft as tile gentlest zephyr, at otliers, 
i Jierce and rude as the blasts of Boreas, ^uprooting trees, and 
jlostroyihg e jeiy thing which attempts to resist^ its fury. This 
wii|d* known as le vent de pas , is, however, notwitlytanding its 
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occasional ravages, deemed* highly beneficial, tempering the 
heats of summer^ and the colds of winter; In the simmer the 
inhabitant? cany their wine to these baleines to cool it, , and as 
this wind is never felt until after sun-set, the farmers lever 
winnow their corn until the evening. In former times, these 
winds were attributed to supernatural agency, and many strange 
stories were fabricated as to their origin^; in these days, how- 
ever, of enlightened ^research, it is attnyu^d to the vapours 
arising from tlie wfiflEefc \ which fall into t^? ErjQonnadou. Pieces 
of cork, straws, and otff^k p . . lig-fit subsj'inces, thrown into this 
abyss, have been observed \ omejimes tissue from the& baleines y 
proving a communication between the cavities du Till and this 
gulf. To the south of this valley, in the middle of a deep forest, 
rises the foKotain de Fontestorbes, VfKc h% flows without inter- 
ruption during nine months of the year. In the months of 
./illy, August, and September, the nymph of this fountain with- 
draws herself from public gaze at intervals; sometimes for the 
space of little be^cr than li dlf' an hour she totally disappears; 
then timidly appears, for the yrrne space qf time, and then 
again' withdraws. But, if the seasoij prove inclement and rainy, 
a roaring noise is heard, and the waters will suddenly burst 
forth, rushing with rapidity toward^ flfe Lers , which will, under 
their influence, overflow'its bany. for the space of Jwo leagues. 

LAig. 0° 27' 49'' ; fat. 43° 5W'. € 

The valleys of this departyne/t produce fruity and corn, and 
its pasture lands arc rich and fertile ; its mountains abound in 
lead, iron^alum, and amianthus. Gold too is found in small 
pellets in its rivers, and tfic name of Arriege is derived from 
Juri-gera , given 'ey the Romans to the river in which they 
found the precioul mety^i’at present, the quantity is so small, 
it is scarct, wofth die colj-ecting, ana the mines from which it is 
washed by the rfters ~;;e left untoudned, the expense of working 
them being far bt/ond the means of the inhabitants in the 
neighbourhood ; ajid no one seems inclined to speculate in 
tiivir plosion. • 'Cue alum mines afford employment to a number 
of \>efcons, and s/me of the mountaineers weave the ainiagtMs 
with a mixture of cot^pn or worsted, into garters : when they are 
thus completed, they ^re thrown into the fire, and the amianthus 
alone remains. • ’ 
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V allies ek Souvrah\ti de PAndoire. 

Situate# upon the* south side of the Pyrenees, beyond the 
lj'mits ofohe French frontier, this valley appears more natujally 
to belong to Spain ; hut it may, in fact, he almost considered as 
neutral, belonging neither to France nor Spain; yet it is allied 
to the former, by its being governed by an officer called Viguier , 
chosen frojn the department of jthe Arri&gc, and p.n annual tax 
and a rcdevance francs annually ; and it is c onnected 

with Spain, by 4s rlligious dependence %pon the**Bishop of 
Urgel , who exercises aYpirituaf juti^otion, and receives a part 
of the duties or tenths of iix parish^. It o*ves its independence 
as a republic to CliarlenjJ gne. .In 790, this prince attacking the 
Moors in the VaU'ce de, ’oral, in the neighbourhood of the Vol 
d'Andorre , received <*uc Istance and support frej^a the Andor- 
rans , that the emperor made them indep'endeflt of the surround- 
ing petty princes, and permitted them to govern themselves, t>y 
their own laws. Louis le Debonnnire , whom the Andorrans call 
k Picux, assisted them in driviitgtout the Moors, \\4io had again 
attacked thcm,aiyd granted^ fyebus, Bishop of Urgel, a portion of 
those rights Charlemagne had reserved for himself and successors. 
Henry IV. resumed these rights • in 1793, the Andorrans were st£ 
entirely at liberty ; but ii##80G, they solicited that the oldhrdcr of 
things might he re-established ; and dti the 27th March of the 
same year, a decree was passed Ay Napoleon to that effect. {during 
twelve centuri^, this little republic lifcs preserved ita independ- 
ence, and retained^its institutions, amidst the political convul- 
sions whifch desolated JEurolc for many years with fire and 
sword, and covered it with bfcod. "Tbei^ manners letre simple, 
grave, and their morals cor\^t. # They a-r^a community of 
herdsmen, and the* extent of rife* fortuaef is known by the 
extent of their pasture lspds. Evity family •acknowledges a 
chief in right of primogeiiture^ in thj^jrect Jine. TJjese chiefs 
choose their wives from a family eqiyil im,rank # witli their own ; 
they make a point never to imirry beneath ijiem : thus doc$ pride 
still remain paramount whereVjr man fixes I^is habitation J 
Voidest son, whatever his rank ™y be, is beloved and resm/fgdTas 
the representative of tlie rights oViis ancestors. lie does not quit 
the paternal roof until he marry, whiclfis deferred ui^il he can 
ieet*with a heiress wh<\ will accept ^linf; the name of the # 
wife is th<8i added to tlialf of the husband. The heralds would 
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be puzzled sometimes to make out the genealogical table for some 
of these families. , When a lamily consists pf daughter^ only, tlie 
eldest .of them is the heiress, and must marry a younger rqn, who 
likewise joins his wife’s name to that of his own, Thi^ the 
principal inhabitants contrive never to ally themselves with 
humbler classes, who are entirely dependent upon their superiors, 
who, however, treat them with great kindness. Until a man is 
married, he is not (yipable of fulfilling an^mbiic duty. Law- 
suits foi elites oVpJ^»ssions, are unheardfof ij^ this community, 
which does not exceeuSQQOO persons. /They pay no regular 
taxes, no duties, but^re fre^to export ^ad import such «goods as 
please them. The government is composed of a council-general 
of twenty-four members, named for life, ltjir for.each community. 
The council fleets two syndics, who conyfrk^ the assemblies, and 
transact public affairs. ** 

The Andorrans are in general robust and well-made, and many 
of tlie maladies of Europe are unknown to these independent 
republicans. « The women are«e^cluded from all meetings where 
public affairs arc f discussed, and £\,y cannot go to the mass 
which is celebrated on the arriypl of the Viguier and the bishop. 


Every man is a soldier, if necessary ; and tlie chief of every 
family is obliged to have a gun and a *£rtaiu quantity of powder 
and shot in his house. Their manufactures consist of the coarse 
woollcp cloth they wear, and soinaotlier articles of ordinary use ; 
they export dron into Spain. Tlijj situation of Val d’Andorre is 
elevated, and surrounded on all sides by lofty pealed mountains. 
It extends twelve leagues from noilli to south, and temfrom cast 


to west : it * is bounded on 1 the l^orth by the department of 
tJrricge , of which U may be^saij}. to form a part; on the west, 
by tlie valley of Fuilhs, on jhJ east by the Fays de Carrol , and 
on the nortli by JJrgcl, 0$ alone (A ‘its passes is traversable all 
the year, that towiyjds Uj^el; the others are quite closed by the 
snows in the winter : fis two valleys are watered by the Embal- 
liere and the Qrctino , \vhich unite in the form of a Y. The soil 

4 V I ' 

~i$VAndorrt is mountainous and p»,Dbly, and but little produc- 
tive^Wrft contain^excellent pas^irc lands in some parts, besides < 
extensive forests of pines and ijj'j. It is politically divided into 


sil^dmmqnautds : And&re ^ own and capital, Canillo, Enderness, 
la Massatie, Ordino\ aftJ St. Julian , t and thirty-four villages ~ 


and hamlets. 
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SECTION XVIII. 


ANcipNT PROVINCE OF ROUSSILLON, 


CONTAINING 


THE DEPARTMENT OF PY r RENESSSe«&BaaAXJi 


This is a maritime am 
the union of Rvussit 
part of Languedoc.) 

Soil. — The soil*is i ‘ 
covered by a small bod 


i frontier*dey fttmcnt (S.), composed of 
[La Cerdagne , and* of Rash, (a small 


cneral composed of gravel and stone, 
;ctating earth, cogsistin,jf of the de- 
composed remains of a calcareous and clayey substance, which tlij* 
waters from the mountains have loosened and deposited beneath 
the heights; hut when this substance, as is most generally the 
case, consists of broken raises df granite, in which quartz and 
mica predominate* the soil is *Vy and light, and unprofitable: 
those parts of the department whiflh are exposed to inundations, 
arc the most fertile. , 

Mountains.— The moiffitgins o# this department, are the 
finest of the Pyrenean chain wtfcli borders France. That con- 
sidered the most picturesque is (Ailed (^aniyon, which is placed 
at the entrance «f the Pyrenees ./it is .0724 feet above Sic level of 
the sea: its summit is covcredfwith snow seven months of the 
year, and there are many cavmrns and crevices on th g northern 
side of the mountain, in whicAl the snoVs are perpetual. *The 
less elevated summit‘s of this clufe^tif mountains,’ are covered 
with pines and firs of even^ description; %eneatb, there are 
forests of chesnut trees, on]* ash, and\ork ; othdirs present, on 
their highest elevations, a velvet *and cvci£yeen turf, eifamelled 
with flowers, and watered by meandering rhls, which, stealing 
unheard along, trickle down tlfeir sides in silvery streijms. • 
Colls and Perthus. — It \ thus the passages o 
tneh, which lead ta Spain, qre called. They arc fiftrof in 
Imber. The principal of these najped Banyuh , Perthus , 
Saint Louis . ’ The Coll de PerthMs , ^rav<;rsed by title royal 

from France and Spain, is die point of separation between 

th^ fwo kingdoms: it is defended by the fortress cjj Bellegarde, 
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On the Perthus , it is recorqted, Pompdy caused a trophy to be 
erected, on which his statu£ was placed ; ^md after him, Caesar 
erected an altar of stone near to it: both these m on unroots liaVc 
long since perished, but two grey marble stones are now'ylaced 
on their site. ft 

Coasts and Harbours or Ports. — The coast is flat and 
sandy, and one port, that of Pprt Vcndres , is found along the 
shore. ^ *» m aSv 

Il'fvFfh* — ThiTjf^ Tech, Basse , a#U jie Agbj , are the 
principal rivers of this ^Jcparflnent : /Sese rivers, the beds of 
which may be passed on fi\ot in dry subsoils, become fenpetuous 
torrents, when swelled by the waters from the mountains in 
rainy weather. The bridge over the Ibfeisse at Perpignan, and 
that over ^he Tech at Ceret, arcjjde^ specimens of bridge 
architecture : thc^* consist of one arch. 

• Remarkable Persons. — Hyacinth Rigaud, a celebrated 
painter, Arago , Lalamlc , l)om Brial , of the congregation of 
Saint Maut , Tostu , <$r. ^r. * # - 
Religjon. — itoman Catholic, ^ftfming parj of the'diocese of 
Perpignan. ** 

, Learned Societies.— At Perpignan there is a Society of 
A^ichlture and Commerce, It coiMhins likewise a museum, a 
botanic garden, a school for drawing, architecture^ <Vc. &c. 

Tl;'s department is divided unto three arrondissements, viz. 
Perpignatty Ceret , and Pfttdes, > * t 

Its civil government depones upon the Cour Roy ale of 
Montpellier. It is comprised in the teptli military division. 

r /rn\ 


CHIEF /TOWNS. 

4 ✓ 


Perpignan iS' an aiutfclit and well ‘fortified town. Its 
inhabitants ha-ve, for bjfgolie agta, been celebrated for their 
bravery.* Upon « the entire destrueflon of Ruscino by the Nor- 
mans, Perpignan began tq acquire some consequence; but long 
before evqn this period, it had been successively occupied by the 
•ijbiuls, tlA Romans, the Vandjts, the Suevi, the Alans, the 
Viw|tlis, the Saracens, an^tlie l-ranlcs, who were t- finally 
supplanted by the Normans, ^iut Perpignan, since those perio Is 
of war H anarchy, antf" raf iire, has participated likewise in tie 
fate of all the towns the south gf France : it has been 'lie' 
scat of repeated domestic warfare. Itf finally passed into the bauds 
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J&the kings of Arragol, with wliom it remained, until Louis 
XIII., i^iz ing the whole of Rousllllon, united it to the crown 
of Fra/e. . * ' + 

TJre territory of Perpignan produces* fruits silk, the wines 
called RivesMtes, Malvome , and Grenacht , and fine wool. 
It contains manufactories of iron, linen, lace, and woollen ' 
stuffs. - . 

The nJtmeof Pjtfygnan is derived, authors, 

►from Lucius Pcr&nnik proconsul in Spain /•accordiwJfTo^Wl^. 
from Ptrpingn a (Jothic^rinoe. # «It.\yas formerly famous for its 
bull figffts ; hut th^se hive been logg abolished. 

There is at Perpignwi a Bcrgeric llmj ale, consisting of 540 
merino sheep* / £n Wp, 1 50 Thibet goats were brought to this 
hergerie; but ^he^^|^ev’liave been removed to Another esta- 
blishment, or are i<& there, the author cannot ascertain. 

. Long. 0° 33' 35^ ; lat. 42° 4 1 # 59". T wo hundred and tweifty- 
<tnc leagues 7 south from Paris. 

ElmEj now an insigr^ficanfc tbwn, holds Jiowffver a distin- 
guished place iy the annaUv history. Its ancient .name was 
llleberis; it was, according to FKny and Strabo, very superior to 
Ruscino , already mentioned, and which gave its name. to the 
province of Roussillon, •flow knowr^ as the departmcnf-^JT the 
Eastern Pydneos. Under Jibe waifs of Illibcris, Hannibal 
encamped within army of 59,000 men, on his way to It*ly. In 
the time of V%lentiniafh, it waf besieged by the Visigoths ; it was 


afterwards destroyed and ruiij 
qucntly rebuilt ami fojtifiei 


id by Constantine ; but he suhsc- 
it, giving it the name of Helene, 
after his mother. After his c^ath/tlm Iftnpcror Constant, com- 
pelled to flee from the persei-*ti<J*is of the n.vj*pcr Magneru, 
took refuge in this city; hut lie w'tfv arrcfllecf by a detachment ‘ 
of light horse, and in assayed in the^emple whkfi lys father had 
erected. The body of dnstajis was iviried*by the Christians; 
and his tomb was in existence so tyte as the v$ar 1750. Elme 
has been repeatedly taken \nd pillaged; and although # it has 
been as frequently rebuilt, Vet it has gradually int$JM>- 
pres^ht state of insig^ificance.X 
Pradf.s. — The environs oAlhis town are very beautiful. 
French is but little spoken here| mi ? in fact, throughout the 
}nci4ht Gallia Narboneneis, the Cataltni is 'the language of Uii% 

, of Francis; and, strahge to say, the first elements of cduca- 



346 TOPOGRAPHICAL, ^USTORY OBr^RAHCK. 

tion among this hardy people, are giwn by Spanish priest* »' 
strangers to the Fifench langi&ge. « ^ 

C^ret!— : A beautiful octagonal fountain, from whiij* flow 
( eight liquid arches of water into a large basin, and a magnificent 
( bridge of one arch, built in the year 1336, are b*jth worthy of 
notice in this little town. 

Port Vend? es. —The ancient. Portus Veneris , indicates the 
spot where jp ,<to Venus formerly SnAod. Louis XVI. 

the port to bcPtleepencd and enlarged, a^d made capable 
of receiving frigates. An. obelisk of grey Garble had been 
erected by its inhabitants to the memoryjbf Iiouis XVI., folio had 
conferred this benefit on his people : it(\vas thirty-three metres 
above the sea, and was surmounted with fours-de-fys. The base 
represented Sfcn ritude abolished , — the prosperous, — America 

independent, — and Commerce protected . But in 1793, the 

insatiable revolutionists converted all j these bronze ornaments 
into money. 1 

Mont Loins.—Thc territory* in the neighbourhood of this 
town is intersected in every dircctjptfliy ponds ?nd canals, and 
to this it is indebted for its prfltpcrity. Corn, of every descrip- 
tion. lemon trees, orange trees, mulberry trees, olives, and 
meloff&'We abundant. The; hedges offfte gardens are formed of 
pomegranates; and while the eye i$ thus delighted, qnd the taste 
gratified, the sense of smell is regaled by the sweetest perfumes, 
which the Innumerable aromatic plants exhale. The oak 
flourishes well in this part of France, and its sturdy branches 
are enlivened and beautified by thtf tender vine, whose luxurious 
tpndrils and luscious fruits gracefully twine round the venerable 
monarch of'thc forest, forming^*!?! arched roof, through which 
' play the bright bcaifis of /^southern sun, converted into a 
moving scene of**splcndoui/by \he li At breezes of the south. 

This part of France produces i\ grcJt variety of wines; among 
these, the most lyghly esteemed, are the Muscat of liivesaltes , — 
the Gtenachfi of Collioure and of lijfodes , — the wines of Bangals , 
*$Qnrenyla 7 — the light wines of fa tour , — of Terrat u &c. &c. 

Louis was built by Li/isXIV.^in 1681, and itw^s^ 
fortified by Vauban. ^ f jl 

The inlwhitants of RoussiHon are passionately fond of dancing i ' 
.they have some dances peculiar to themselves. The men gene^ - 
vally commence tile country dance b^ a c on t re-pas, \he air'd' 
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Well is said to be of week origin; the women then mingle in 
(hcMlSIta, when they jointly perfoftn several figures, passing one 
tanons^ne other, and occasionally turning each other round: At . 
a particular change in the air, the male dancer must dexterously 
raise his partner and place her on his hand in a sitting posture. 
Accidents sometimes happen upon these occasions, and the lady * 
falls to the ground amidst thq jolces and laughter of her com- 

E uons.«* One* of these daaces, called /o saltans ^performed by 
r men and fotfir women. At the givAfisignal, 
ultaneously rajse the four lrfQjcs, forming a pyramid, the caps 
of the ladies making ilie apex. # The music which accom- 
panies these dances, consists of a to JIaviol , a sort of flageolet, a 
drum, two hautboys, nrima and tenor, and the cornmeusc , called 
in the countiy lo : ‘this instrument, by iti* description, 
must somewhat resemble* the bagpipes. • The dance called 
Scgadilles is performed with the greatest rapidity : at the end of 
ivery couplet, for the airs are short and numerous, the female 
dancers are raised, and ^cateck cm the hands of their partners. 

They also are/ond of rentals ceremonies, which they celebrate 
with great pomp. On thc a /i%af Jcudi- Saint and la feie Dieu , 
the walls of the houses aft covered with tapestry of the.riclj^st 
colours; the pavement Mtrewn vyth flowers, and theuawkaber of 
wax lights # displayed on thfcse occasions is almost incredible. 
The sanctuary js transformed into a theatre, upon which different 
scenes from ttyc New Testament are # cn acted, whilenlie churches 
blazing with light, display tl^e most costly furniture and orna- 
ments. • 


se^tion\ix. 

ANCIENT PROVINCE OF PROVENCE, 


CONTAINING THE DEPARTMENTS OK BOUCUES DU RI^ONE, ^ASSEs 
ALP1&, AND VAR. 


1.— DEPARTMENT OF W)JJO'HES DU RHONE. 
This i^a maritime department, (S.tf) It is formed of a park 
f •Provence, the territory*of Avignon, and tine Comtat Venaissin. 




Soil. — Mountains, rocks, anrl valleys, ponds and marshes, 
compose this department. The »:iil is. generally speaking, bar- 
ren, burnt up by a scorching sun. ^Jfe plain of J,a Or/?/, situated 
between the city of Arles and Vue pond of Bare, produces the 
olS^vipe, and mulberry-trees. The earth, scarcely more than 
a foot aha a' half in thickness, rests ugofKt rock of pudding-stone, 
composed of pebble so agglomerated that it is wipi difficulty 
broken by the pick-axe, and gunpowder is frequently employed 
for the purpose. In the winter .time numerous si keep feed upon 
this pasture; in the summer they 
hourin^ departments. 

* Mountains. — In the eitstand 

covered with mountains, the* mfcTcipal of which is the Sninte 
Venture , in the, commune offl'auvenargHcs; it is about 1 126 feet 
above the level of the sea. f In the noLlh there is a chain called 
Alpines, which arc bare and rugged to* heir summits ; they were 
formerly covered with forestland during the reign of Charles IX. 
in 1564, it ngts necessary to cut dox^ft trees which obstructed the 
pai&kg^ from Air to Marseilles. 

Isl^tos.— T here are many isla/ds at the, mouth of the Rlfbne; e 
that oPXrt Camargue is Jjie online deserving of notice, and will l 
be mentioned hereafter. • • :< 

- Ponds and Marshes.— There are many ponds, wljich gen eJ 
rally communicate hith the sea: the two principal are those bf 


/are conveyed to the neigh- 

t 

)utli-east this department is 
„c ^ , 

vaurenargucs; it is about 1 126 feet 
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jValcura and Bcrrc . IThe marshes are divided into salt and 
freSB tarter marshes,; the canals 4rhich have» been made in tliis 
part n^he country have greatly contributed to drain them/ • • 
Rivers. — T he Rhone is the most impetuous river in lJurope; 
it deposits quantities of sand, and frequently changes its bed. 
The mass of sand that it carries towards the sea is so considerable 
at its mouth, that it is sufficient, in the course of one day, to pre- 
vent a navigation which was on the preceding^ vening free and 
open. There Rife many other streams, sAch as the J&urfflll'fytthc 
Veaure , the An'^Scc. *. 

OaNKls.— T he canal of Arks to Bouc, that of Craponne , 
which communicates with the Rhone , the Durance, and the sea, 
are the principal $ the others are principally employed for the 
purpose of navigation. * 0 

Minks.— The precious dnd other mfetals%re scarce in this part 
of France ; but pit-coal abounds. There are also quarries of 
'marble, of various colours, slate, Sec.; and in many parts there 
are calcareous stalactite^, capable of being worked like alabaster. 

Salt Marshes.— Those of Bcrrc are much celebrated for the 
quantity, beauty, and GnciuvWf the salt. 

Learned SociETiBff.*-This department possesses, at ftjiir- 
scilles, the following soafeties : — tyoyal Academy of Let- 

ters, and Arts ; Statistics, •Medicine, Pharmacy, Amateurs of 
Music, a Council of Agriculture, Cabinet of Natura^ History, 
See. See. n Aiv, }*n Academy (#“ Sciences, Arts, and Belles 
Lettres\ Statistics, Cabinet^ of Natural History, a Museum of 
Pictures and Antiquities, <Sd\ Sc c. 

Remarkable PERsoNS.-^Porff/ei^yfauthor ofthe Attacharsis 
Fran^ais; Larnonon , natural ’st, l^uirdered by the savages in the 
voyage of La Fejf rouse ; Mussillon ; Minab&au, the translator o£ 
Tasso; les Demoiselles C&ry, one whom is (fuqpn of Sweden 
and Norway; d' EntrccaMeaux ; Forbin; Jaubert , whq introduced 
tlie Cashmere goats into France; Thiers , See. Sec. 

Religion. — R oman Catholic, depending upon^tlie Hjshop of 
Aix. There are also at Marseilles, a church after the GrcC 1 : 
ritunl, a Protestant consistorial church, and a Jewish sj^goguc. 

This department's divided into three arrondissemens? viur- 
Marseil/es, Aix, Arles. Its civ£ govffnment depends upon the 
Co i^r Rot/ale of Aix. .It is complied ih the eighth military 
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. # Aix.— -The capital of this department is seated in •* large 
fruitfd. plain,* near the river Arc . The olives of this country are 
Tery fine and abundant, unless they should he attacked by u 
cevere frost, which sometimes is the case, and destroys the hopes 
of future years. Aix has experienced many changes and re- 
verses of fortune'^ aiyl could the spirits of t$iose-who formerly 
heH^Eereign sway oye/ tlie minds as well as bodies of the in- 
habitants, appear in a corporeal form, what a lAcdley of priests, 
priestesses, decemvirs, # cdiles, quccstors, &c. &c. would present 
themselves ! Of these, little remains but the name of their dif- 
ferent offices and functions. When Aix became the capital of 
the counts ofr Provence, then it became likewise the seat of the 
fine arts, and of thon courtesies of human life which were un- 
known to the conquerors of the world, or their still more rude 
predecessors the Gauls. Alphonso II. king of Arragon, and his 
successor, Raymond Bercnger XIV., loved poetry, and encou- 
raged the troubadours. Beatrice of SJv’oy, wife of the- latter, 
promoted every elegant amusemqnj, and their court became the 
focus for the display of chivalric valour, und of the beauty, grace, 
and iVipjj^of the fair sex. ^ ^ 

Alors la trdnquille irtnocence, 

• lAj Etait cofnpagnc des plaisirs. 

During many centuries this happy and prosperous state con- 
tinued, and the records of the coiiSts of Provence abound in 
talcs of interest. Rene,^said ^o hav« been the best of kings and 
of t raen, was always mentioned witlf tlie greatest respect by the 
Provencals before tlie revolutidh, an honour must no longer 
expect ; hilt as ]ie was # rcma^jtable fooliis patience when alive, 
his aslies arc ifot lfkely to be disturbed v this neglect. He was 
a great patron of the Vine arts, and ovas himself an artist of some 
reputation. When he received the news of his expulsion from 
-he throfie of ^Naples, he was paintiifg a partridge ; he listened 
’ to Thte^ntcltigence with indifference, and finished his picture.* 
Wh£n^Ren£ and his wife Jane were n<rt occupied with re- 
lieTMg the wants of theiv, people > or the cultivation of the fin® 

• k 

•* this king Bene who brought the* partridge from Chios "into [ 

France. \ ' 
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rats, they would put op the habits of peasants, repair to the 
•^terdsffHid attend to their flocks. other times this good king 
w3hld mingle with his subjects, and having chosen the pide of 
6ne of the squares in the city which was sheltered froiff the 
missal or north-west wind, he would there bask in the sun and 
warm himself. This circumstance has given rise to the follow- 
ing saying, 'applied to persons backing in the sunshine— Us sc 
chauffentjt la ckemiifie du Roi kenc. m » 

Aix is well built, and contains many inf buildings ; amorig 
these the town hall and the cathedral, which is a gothic struc- 
ture, ar% the most conspicuous : in the latter are many ancient 
tombs. Several of the churches, as those of the Preachqft the 
Blue Penitents , and of the Fathers of the Oratory , are also \eff 
fine. In that of the Blue •Penitents there are mqpy exquisite 
paintings ; and a magnificent silver statue o# the Virgin, almost 
as large as life,* adorned the church of the Preachers. Many 
beautiful fountains and baths are likewise dispersed about the 
city, and the inhabitants possess a delightful promenade in the 
Corse or Ortibello, a pub^c walk which is thfte hundred yards 
long, and is adorned on eacfhgjgle by a triple row of elms, be- 
yond which is a row of stalely well-built houses. On a summer 
evening this walk presen^an animated scene ; the beauty nf the 
surrounding country, Hie deflioious climate, and the fragrance of 
the air, contribute not a little* to enhance the pleasures and .con- 
tribute to the health of the inliabitantfof Aix, who ase celebrated 
for their politeness and good breeding. Aix is a place of no 
trade, and the city may therefore be considered dull by those 
who love the busy stirring influence of commerce. *rhe waters 
of Aix, though known to the Romags, appear to have sunk intef 
oblivion for many ages, for they have only been mentioned of 
late years as being highly salutary ifl their effect^.* 

Long. 3° 30'; lat. 48° 3C 48". One hundyd anct eighty-five* 
leagues south-west from Paris. * 

Terrascon. — The origin flf this name is from a greekjword, 
meaning frightening ; and from this etymology may4>e derived, 
perhaps, the fabulous history of the famous dragon, ^bich ra- 
vaged the banks of th5 Rhone, and which was killed by # §ny^ 
Martha. Her effigy, in wood, ifc, jpree^Tved with cage in tjfe 

* There was such a statue* but it was most probably converter into , 
money, durftg the late revolutions in France. * 
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church that bears her name, where her tomb, in black marble 
may be likewise seen. Indeed, tradition asserts that, af ci 
tremity of the island La Camargue , at tile port of Les Saime 
Mark's , in the year 46, Martha, her sister, and her brother Laza- 
‘ rus, Mary Magdalen, Jacob and Salora£, Joseph of Arimatuea, 
"Simon the leper, and five other saints, landed, and spread 
themselves over France. c •* 

The island oi,' Camargve is situated between the 'two prin- 
cipal branches of the Rhone; it is /bout seven leagues long; it 
is composed of marshy lands and little firm islands, which, at 
two feet deep, are playcy and saturated witll salt. Numerous 
herds, of cattle and many horses feed upon this rich soil. 

. Arles, anciently Arelate , is situated on the eastern banks of 
the Rhone, «^er which there is a bridge of boats. It was founded 
and built by Julius*Ca;sar, and was grcatlyVembellished by his 
successors. It was governed by consuls : it had subsequently its 
kings ! Such was Arles. It is now an ill-built town, with nar- 
row ill-pave<Lstrcets, possessing only some ruinous remains of its 
former splendour! But where are 4'nose sumptuous edifices, 
those magnificent buildings, f£' c proud towfers and obelisks, 
which raised their heads to the skies, end seemed to bid defiance 
tothi g scythe of Time and the ravages of man? They have 
fallen, they have disappeared, , * 

t And like the baseless fabric of a vision, 1 

« Left not a vtrcck behind. . * 

Yet the hills and the same mountains remain \ ani present to the 
lover of nature a picture calculated to excite his admiration and 
his gratitude, that there h r a benevolent Creator, whose works 
shall last till time shall be np more,— till man, that was, that is, 

* and that shall be, 1 shell need no sublunary dwelling, made with 
hands, but pne gtcmal in keavenL 

* The wqlks of Arles and the Hottl de Ville, for which the 
celebrated Mansard furnished the designs, are deserving notice, 
and t}jey ar£ the only attraction to tyc found in Arles. The Hotel 
de Ville cdhtains a plaster copy of the marble statue that was 
fouqd jii*the neighbourhood, and which is now in the Loui r re at 
Antiquarians were much puzzlecf to find out whether it 
w\re a Qiana or a VeThha** 1/jt the important question was at 
t lastVneremptorily dbcicfcd by the sayan ts of the capita], who 
declared ;♦ to be^a Venus, notwithstanding the. following jeu 
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esprit which had been addressed to a man of Arles, whose name 
^arf ^SNriisthenes, and who had pertinaciously asserted that it was 
a Venus: — 

Silence, Calisthcnes, et ne dispute plus ; 

Tes sentimens sont trop profanes; 

Dans Arles c’est a tort que tu cherches Venus : 

On n’y troufe que des Dianes. 

• ' • 

The statue, when found, ^had lost both dhns? the celebrated 
sculptor^ Girardorty was requested to repair flic loss.* 

Therg is a curilus clock in this "town, the hours of which are 
struck by an automaton. He makes his appearance on the top 
of the tower just as the hour is complete, followed bylnd^ife, 
who makes him* a low courtesy, then takes a turn round him? 
and they both disappear aftjer the hour is struck. * 

Territory of Arles produces wheat, oil, ami fruits of all kinds. 

• Long. 2° 17' 24" ; lat. 43° 40' 28". One hundred and eighty 
leagues south-east from Paris. To the east of Arles extends the 
vast stony plain of Crau jait is afcout forty or f^ty leagues square, 
and is covered with stones awl pebbles of various si^s, between 
which grow a luxuriant gjass, uhd aromatic herbs, which feed 40 
or 50,000 sheep. There are two legends respecting tliese stones; 
the first is in verse. # • . 

• 

Le vaste et piJrreux campagne 
‘Convcflc cncor de ces <#iilloux 
Qu’un prince revenant d’Espagne 
Y fit pleuvoir dans son courroux. 

The other is more classical, for Hergute, having «xhai$ted all 
his arrows against the Ligurians, he, by the assistance of Jupiter, 
procured a shower «of stones, which destrqyecl his enemies. 

This part of France is infested* by a keen wind, called the 
Mistral , blowing from tlfb north-west over jhfs pfain, where jt 
howls and rages furiously. But troublesome and disagreeable as 
is this wind, there is one wlych the inhabitants "dislike still more, 
that comes from the opposite quarter, and produces such an* 
intolerable languor upon every thing possessing anim&l life, that 
the beasts and even ftie birds are affected by it * 
Marseilles is a strong sea-pjjr^anri one of the richest jfrnd 
most populous towns iq France. I* was founded ’about 600 
years bcfhre the time of* Julius Caesar, by a body qpjP^ocian^ 
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who, under the command of Massaliqs (whence is derived ils>. 
name), quitted their native la^d, and settled, in this fertilcTcount^/ 
They brpught with them their love of the sciences, arts, and 
comn»3rce. The Greeks called this city Triglossos, and the 
Romans called it Trilinguis, because the languages of the 
‘ Greeks, the Romans, and of the Gauls, were spoken with equal 
accuracy within its walls. At a time when the Romans were 
unacquainted with navigation and ‘astronomy, when the rest of 
the navigating world epn fined their^ voyages to the sinuosities of 
the coast, two of the inhabitants of Marseilles, Eutimene and 
Pythias , ventured into the open sea in search of new countries. 
The former proceeded as' far as Senegal ; and the second, after 
k* Aiiig visited the coasts of Spain and Portugal, and die western 
shores of thfir native land, entered die channel, and even pro- 
ceeded as far as thj Shetland Islarfds. Tlibse illustrious per- 
soimges returned to their native land in triumph, and further 
distinguished themselves by many astronomical discoveries: diey 
determined thn obliquity of the ecliptic, the extent and difference 
of climates, the revolutions of the celestial bodie^ iScc. (See. 

Marseilles is divided into the ^ld and new town, which are 
separated by a street, bordered with frees on either side. The 
former iaone of the worst bujjt in Eiltope ; the latter is, on the 
contrary, regular, elegant, and convenient. In 1660 Louis XIV. 
built the citadel and fort St. John. It possesses an excellent 
liarbouT^ although it will not admit ships of the line ; but the 
entrance being sheltered on each side by lofty mountains, pre- 
sents a safe asylum to vessels of every description difring the 
most violent^ storms. Tli export itself exhibits a most delightful 
and animated appearance, for it is the resort of strangers from 
, every nation — Turks, ’Greeks, Moors, as well fts Spaniards, Ger- 
mans, Dutch, English, <Scc.', adl in fheir respective costumes, 
v^ith whom it carrier on a most extensivl and lucrative commerce. 

The poet, Lefranc de Perpignan, thus exclaims, when 
expatiating on the scene presented by the port and harbour, — 

D’un coup d’afil on voit, on admire 
Sous ce millier de pavilions, 

Royaume, republique, empire, 

Et Ton dtraU^qiaTon respire 
L’&ir de toUes lea nations. 

V. p 

The castk of No^re Dame, which is Outside of “the town, is 
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4 * * 
'cry well fortified, and has an ftnposin£ appearance. The 

neighbouring shores arc* covered with an infinity of country 
houses, called bastides, belonging to the wealthier inhabitants 
0 ? the town. The churches, the public edifices, the square, the 
hosjptals, the two academies, the observatory, the theatre, the 
lazaretto, all declare Marseilles to be the seat of commerce, « 
the arte, and of civilization, and a eity cf great importance. 

The tunny fishery is carried ion in this town, jin an amusing 
as well as Singular manner., An ifhmerae net is drawn in a 
semicircle, in which the fish are. caught ; this is by degrees con- 
tracted into a narrow compasS; 'a number of boats, gaily 
ornamented, belonging to amateur fishermen, then adva^ce^and 
the owners amuse themselves’ with singling out certdi^hn^ 
which they attack, amid shopts of laughter and scijpsf&s of ter- 
ror; for ladies oftey join this sport, aijdth^ boat is sometimes 
in a perilous situation from the struggles of the fish, and the 
eagerness of the fisher. 

The territoiy belonging to this city, though qiougtainous, and 
barren iij general, produfcjs capers, almonds, Wigs, and grapes. 
Its commerce consists principally in drugs, medicifial plants, 
wines from Cyprus, Calaljjria, and Spain ; com from Barbary, 
flour, dried fruits, oranges^ lemons, citrons, soap of every kind, 
silk and cotton goods, coral, Cr(ri<J, silver, and silk brocades 
are woven ii*tlie House of Industry. 

In the year 1720, a vessel from Seyd brought tljp plhgue to 
Marseilles, which .had, indeed, ‘been visited by this scourge 
twenty times before this period, but never so fatally. In the 
course of the year, 60,000 inhabitant fell ^victims to4his desolat- 
ing scourge. Those who had escaped the contagion, fled from' 
the city, and erected tents as their ‘dwelling-houses. Bcdgunce , 
Bishop of Marseilles , and ^ the ipagistratc ( Vigvier ) Fortia de 
Piles , several monks, and^wo physicians, (the ‘lattfer, the only., 
persons of this profession who had escaped the contagion,) were 
indefatigable in their efforts to render assistance U) their suffering 
fellow-creatures. The church-yards were filled, and the ' dead, 
dragged ,by ’the dying, choked up the streets, so that When the 
benevolent bishop quitted his house in the morning, his^ta&age 
was impeded by the bodies of those wjm the preceding^ da]^^tt 
implored his blessing, and receivecPhis benediction and assistance. 
Pope "Clement^ XI. sent.p, thousand quarters of whggfr-ro thf 
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relief of the suffering city, and a Tunisian corsair, who met tins 
salutary succour* allowed id to pass unmolested, exclaiming — 
. “ Go, Christian, accomplish your errand — I am no longer your 
eneriiy—God himself wpuld punish me should I molest you.” 

Physicians arriving at length from Paris, produced some alle- 
* viation and mitigation of the horrors which had desolated the 
city; and when the deaths' were reduced to the comparatively 
very small number sof seventeen a-duy, Balgunce caysM an altar 
to he erected in thepjien air, whither he repaired barefooted, with 
his hair rope round his neck, agd there, mingling his tears with 
those of his pallid end woe-worn companions, lie offered his life 
to Gsdf to save those of his companions. How delightful, how 
cheering is it to record such facts : let us 1 ip tu \ the days will 
return, whew the clergy of France shall he respt ; <011 and cherished; 
when the piety of her ‘ people shall rccal the s when her 
priesthood was honoured ; and the dark days of her in r dclity 
shall be recorded only as a contrast to her zeal in the ‘*1 use of 
piety, peace,* and virtue. The day already dawns — hr banished 
priesthood, the victims of their fidelity to their faith, am already, 
in many of the provinces, talkqjMjf as men possessing, doubtless, 
some virtue, since they preferred poverty and shame, and worse 
than these, banishment from their ^uftative land, because they 
would not forsake the God of their lathers. Upon their peculiar 
tenets, we have no observation to make. We can inly judge of 
their actiono — it is for God alone to dive ir.to the secrets of the 
heart. 

Amidst the scenes of desolation which this fatal plague had 
produced, ^our men, ^apparently endowed with a r 4 -neural 
poweT, stalked boldly and fearlessly among the dying and the 
, dead : they were yedky slaves , to whom thc< public calanr y had 
given freedoitf... As the danger degreased, they were noticed, 
^recognised, and arrested; but the judges promised them their 
liberty, if they would discover the secret of their preservation. 
Thes$ thieves confessed that they had made use of a particular 
vinegar, of 1 which they gave the receipt, and which still goes by 
the pame of “ The Vinegar of the four Thieves”* 

> vmaigre des quatre %oleurs ,-~ Take rue, wormwood, sage , lavender, 
mbit, andvosemary, a handluftf each ; put these all together with the 
hestVnegar or alegar,* into a stone pan ; cover it over with a paste, and 
set it witlftn^he worpth of the fire for eight days, to infuse. Strain it, 




A ins de Digne . 

2.— DEPART]*ftiN» OF. BASSES ALPIES? 

This is a frontier department (S.E.), formed of Haute Provence . 

Soil. — ThL department displays Wlie greatest variety of soil 
and character that? can be imagined. In some parts it consists 
of smiling v 'leys, watered by limpid streams; in others, of 
barren rocks, do** whose craggy sidej rolls the foaming cataract, 
tier* may be seen rich cultivated orchards and gardens, enamel- 
led with flowers; there, the sombre impeQpti^ble forests above # 
these rise mountains, covered with perpetual snows, in the bosom 
and sides of whiph, caves find grottoes, festoopel with stalactite^ 
attract the curious traveller; Vliile the naturalist may wander 
amid Alpine plants of grea^ beauty 'found on theii^ sides, or by 


and cork it dose, after putting to every quart bottle three qqprters of -an 
ounc£ of camphor. Rufc the temples and loins with this mixjpr* wash 
the^knouth, and snuff some up the nostrils every morning, befoig l g|Hp 
out; carry a piece of sponge that tyfcdCtn dipped in it, gnd smell it 
often* This method has bepn tried with stftcesain all kinds of infections 
distempers? such as the srpaU-poz and the plague in particular. 
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penetrating beneath* tlicir surface, lie may discover fossil shells, 
plants, fish, ammonites, &c v 

Lakes. — The department contains many lakes: that of Alios is 
the Hrgcsf. At the foot (jf the mountain de Lauzct , at the 
entrance of the vallee de Bafrcelonette, there is also another about 
1200 feet long by 600 broad, which was a centuiy ago five times 
this extent ; but at that period a man undertook to dry it up, 
provided he might possess the land he should tliuMwnvert to 
dry land. In order -to effect tliif, it was necessary to pierce 
through a rock which 1 separated the lake from the river. During 
seven years this man persevered, unaided and deft to hi: .own re- 
sources, and excavated a canal of 700 feet long. Perfectly ignorant 
n€tf£i&thcmatics, or any scientific principle to guide his labours, 
he still wfcPed on; but, unfortunately, ignorant how near he was 
to the accomplishment of his wishes^ he drevu so near the stream 
on^he opposite side of the rock, that the last blow of his bam* 
mcr was followed by the rush of waters, and he was drowned 
at the very moment of success. 

Rivers. — Thev^arc very numerous : imong these, the Durance , 
the Var ? Ubaye , Vaire, Jaliron , the principal. Many of the 

streams of this country arc mere rivulfjts, and some even are dry 
in the winter season ; but when the sup'inclts the snow, they are 
roaring, foaming torrents. , * * « 

Mines. — Gold and silver mines 'are said to be fbund in the 
valley ofUhe Barcelonette ; riron, lead, and copper, arc abundant 
enough. It also produces ycllbw amber, jasptr, sulphur, vitriol; 
and in the beds of the torrents are found three kinds of marble, 
black, wbite<and red. * 

i Mineral Waters. — At Digne and Grecoulx there are mineral 
baths. -The arron^issements of Digne and Castellanc possess 
likewise sevcrabsalt springs, a t 

% Remarkable ^Characters.— Jean ide Matha , founder of the 
order for thfe Redemption of CaptiVes. The two brothel's Blaca$ y 
who took Corfu from the Greeks ; die troubadour Guillaume de 
' Parceled , wh{?, to save the life of William Occur de Lion , whose 
colours h6 defended, exclaimed — “I am the King 1 .” Pierre 
Gdssehdtf the philosopher ; Manuel , BeraAger , A. X. G, Bayl* % 
Breutcand, Deemichels , Moustiers , &c. &c. 

Religion.— Romap Cgtholif, forming part of the diocese of 
Ihgne. 
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This department is divided ink# five tfrlhudissemcnls, viz 
Digue , TlaraihinpUr, Castdhinc, Sifteron, and rourvnUjuivr. 

Dione, the principal town of this department, ’might he passed 
by the traveller without exciting one Observation, its*walk£ and 
its wyrrn mineral waters being the or jv objects worthy of-untico. 
Its inhabitants do not now exceed 3,300; but, in tlic year 
10,000 industrious citizens followed lueir nuinerous avocations 
within its precincts. # At that period, however, an* extraordinary 
plague bfof'e .out, in the month of June, winch lasted till Oc- 
tober, committing the most awful ravages,^ sft that in* that short 
space of time the vvietehcd iulftihitants were reduced to the 
number oT 1,300, among whom six only lufd escaped this very 
singular malady, the effects of. whieh are Unis described i* 
French writer: — ‘*Thi« malady strangely affected iht^iti val id s ; 
some fancied thev could fly*, others, climb from one object to 
another like squirrels; some snub into a profound lethargy, even * 
fo.r so long a time as six days; and one young woman who had * 
been hastily interred in a vineyard, rose three days afterwards, 
for the grave diggers wire content just to «;ovef the bodies. 
During these lmyr months the town was covered with a thick 
fog; the heat was suffocating, ‘^‘companicd hv frequent and 
dreadful storms; and in order lo complete the horrors of such a 
situation, ihe parliament fiiHiujp a«v # of the inlinhituats to quit 
the city, or the small territory belonging to it. («uards placed 
upon the Dftnnng tired upon tlin^c who’ attempted to ^seitpe 
The magistrates ahandohed their fujictlous; the elncJTs no longci 
sounded the hours; the neighhouring springs dr*«d up, so that 
the mills cfmld not work* and famine began to admits fearful 
horrors to the miseries which already* desolated the city* now t 
become a living sepulchre, for the d«ad bodies lay in the greets 
unhuried, and the f(*w remaining persons tv in? still paraded the 
streets appeared more like the •qrfetnyi of those* departed than 
living beings. Many persons npt only prepaid hut put on the* 
habiliments of death, and quietly awaited the approach of the 
king of terrors. A new cdictMondennied the pestilential miy to 
the flames; hut this inhuman decree was countermancjpd, after 
the destruction of one ^country house, with all its iuhaJ^UmU. 
The disease having somewhat abated in the surrounding villBg^*, 
humanity at length dictated the ne*c£&fl?y of making some efforts 
to save* the remaining lew, *w ho had escaped 'the contagion, froim 
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the no less frightful evil of famine. The sedne that presented 
itself was appalling; several little children, whose parents were 
dead, were found sucking rfoats ; in short* the desolation was so 
grcat'that, although two dmti/rics have passed away since this 
fatal scuurge devastated thi country, Digne has never recovered 
its effects.” 

The soil round Digne is fertile in almonds and olives. 

This department possesses no, modem claims upon our atten- 
tion, hut it is interesting from its riches in tomW 'mtdals, in- 
scriptions, and rukisf of former {frandcur; so that a traveller 
'‘'may visit this deft art merit . wiili his book in his handy without 
tccupying his thoughts with the beings which surround hhn” And 
interest among these records stands a grotto situated 
bet weens} wt and Entrcvaux T near the village of Saint JJenet , 
On first entering this grotto the beauty and splendour of the 
p stalactites have a powerful effect on* the spceVator; chamber after 
f chamber presents itself, the floors of which arc covered with 
charcoal almost coal : from these chambers several profound 
cavities extend, yliieh must be<ci:lcrcf by crawling on the hands 
and kneest Admiration is then supplanted by horror and indig- 
nation; on every side the remains of human hones appear! they 
arc tllyse of the unfortunate Ligurians, who had united them- 
selves in this grotto to av/ii.1 the jiu^vuit of the Romans. The 
entrance to this cavern is one hundred fathoms above the ground, 
but thowimplacablc conquerors of the world followed close upon 
them, and not choosing to cpter the retieat, they filled the first 
chambers with brush-wood, to which they set fire, and thus con- 
sumed the^cneiuies they dared not att ack in the cat era. The 
, Romans cultivated bul little # thc gentler virtues ; but what shall we 
say U\f, Christians performing this self-same act? but of this hereafter. 

The town of liuvi contains ample proofs of its former gran- 
deur. Tho principal par| of 'its modern edifices arc constructed 
of the mutilated remains of temples arid public edifices of great 
magnificence ; *it even possessed a pantheon, and the twelve 
statute of the principal gods wert transported to Sorp, where 
there liaye beeu lately found a Pegasus in jasper, and an Apollo 
in o>rpl. The taurobols 9 in honour of Cybele, were likewise 
Riezy and the altar is still preserved, upon which this 
*>Iemn sacrifice was ofiRedf/n the following manner. A large 
>#le was dug in tlie ground, into which the priest descended 
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by a crown 
with planks 

pierced with holes, anl upon th$e j|anks was placed a white 
mtirhlc altar; in the middle of this ’altar was a large feole, 
through which ran the blood of thei slaughtered animal. The 
priest who was beneath spread his robe and bent his head to 
receive the blood of the vie rim, and,* in this frightful garb, he 
showed himself to thef people, who prostrated thei&selves before 
him as to a divinity! • I • • 

The vallee de Barcelonctte is surrounded |>y lofty mountains, 
the summits of which arc never entirely free^ from snow. The 
two mountains called the Jony de Vaiyle arid the Croix de C albas, 
like huge giants, seem to guard* the entrance to this celehrrfed 
valley, and through the narrow gorge between them irffl&Lcs the 
Ubaye. The roads wind in » zigzag direction up these moun- 
tains, and the prospect, as ascending from peak to peak thg 
traveller prosecutes his journey, becomes every instant more and 
more imposing and awful. Ujon a huge mountain at the foot 
of one of the loftier peaks' stands* the little village of Mcolons , 
like the nest of an* eagle in a rock* A small amphitheatre, he re 
presents itself, in which several small hamlets and chateaux 
enliven the scene, but the prospect soon changes : the valley 
beyond resembles a barren desert^ of "a* league in lengfli, at the 
extremity of which appears Bcfrccltmclte, . From this point the 
basin extends out? and displays all the softer features Iff the 
plain; orchards, *mcc.dows, rich pasture lands, and cultivated 
fields, intcnpinglcd with cottages and farms, enliven the scene. 
This upper valley is call?(l Chateau % hautp; the batten gme, 
Chateaux has . Although the height of tCe mountains within tlic 
valley still increases, yyt, for a time, The progpe^t becomes Uforc 
and more agreeable. In the midetf tf these beautiful scenes 
stand the villages of Chateldk and la Cfmdamine , 'from whence 
issue many itinerating musicians Tvith their organs, who 'wander 
far and near in search of a scanty subsistence. Nedr t^e summit 
of one of the mountains stands the village of Towmay , cm thorite 
of a Rojnan damp : it was occupied by the French republican 
soldiers during the revdution, and it is much admired^s' a # 
military station. The Ubaye bathes djjjec* of the old and now 
verdant redoubts. Here the valley sJ^a&tgs into two defiles, the 
jone watered* by tlje Ubaye , fjpd the other by- the Ubayetty tho* 
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clad in mystic habits, made of silk, his head enj|rcled 
ornamented with streamers: *the pit wu tlien covered 



364 m TOPoJiRAPHICAL ^HlS'/pKY OF FRANCE. 

road still continuyi ascending : some villages are still xne't with, 
for tlie mountains are covered with "rich pasture lands, tipon 
which numerous herds of rattle browse fn the summer seascpl : 
gradually, however, vegtlatieu ceases ; the piue, , the' fir, the 
larch disappear,, and the valley is terminated by a scene of awful 
grandeur, rocks and mountains thrown as it were pfcle-mfcle upon 
each other, the foaming torrent, the avalanche,- scarcely sus- 
pended to the'fvocly wliich a slight breeze * sufficient to ptecipf- 
tatc, the scream of the eagle, tliq roaring of the Hbears, and the 
inaccessible snowy /urarnit of f the Viro, towering above every 
peak — these united ^objects produce a picture -which fapey cannot 
conjure up, nor imagination pourtray. 

li; the canton of Barcelonette the village of Fours is likewise 
situated 1 ? 1 it is totally isolated from the rest of the rirroridisse- 
menl by the impracticability of the roads pud the slow melting 
(/ the snows. The inhabitants are remarkable for their sim- 
plicity, and there are also some ceremonies attending their 
baptisms, weddings, and burials, worth recording, both for their 
singularity and antiquity. At* the baptisms, it is the godmother 
who names the godfather, and these persons* must be free from 
e\ cry mental infirmity or bodily defgp t, for they firmly believe the 
child would partake of the infirmitie^of their sponsors. After the 
baptism the godmother, 'ori rfc.umng the child to its mother, 
presents her with six dozen of eggs, which she iy to eat before 
she qfiits her bed. • 

On the day of betrothing, the lovers are. shut up together, for 


one hour after midnight, after which they join their parents rind 
receive their embraces, anfl the night 'is terminated "by a repast. 
On the day of the wedding, the father of the bride, orlier nearest 
rehr&m, presents .her with' 1 a glass of water, throwing into it a 
piece of gold or silver, as* a token that she is to expect nothing 
more fronS hi&. The ybung girl d|inks the water, takes out 'die 
money /and sheds a torrent of<cars. The parties then repiir to 
the cliurcjv, and after the nuptial ceremony is performed, the 
bride hastens to seat herself upoft a little rock in the middle of 


the sqdare, and which is consecrated to this ceremony; theTe she 
glacfc* her right foot in a little groove made on purpose, and 
receives the embraces of all die divers members of the two 
families to which .she Jsaftled, each individual placing a ring 
upon her finger; the last ring being disposed of, tju? ttfb parties 
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commence a contest, aftsrf which, peace be«ag restored, they 

repair to the home of Jthe Miwly-m&iaicd couple. He who has 
given away the bride strikes onlhejvoor, and says, # M We are 
weaiy travellers, who want a restift^flacc.” The answei^from 
within implies that 41 thdy cannot ie received, because the new 
mistress is expected to take possession of the house.” Another 1 
person then announces the* arrival of the new mistress, when the 
dppr is opfened^lmd tfie bride is presented with thftc small rolls; 
one of these she gives to thosfe who are oijts^le the house, and 
two, to those who are in-doors; Tjy which tjsposal she means to 
declare, ftiat ‘ slie intends providing for he» own family before 
that of a stranger, though she is. willing to assist others when her 
own are provided .for. She then, as a sign of plenty .^ srffters 
handfuls of wheat on the heads of the parties assembled, and the 
feast commences. It is singular that ho ghl of Fmin is per- 
mitted to have more than three gowns in her wedding trintssemi, t 
nor more than two hundred francs as a fortune. Tlicst* re- 
gulations somewhat reseigble jkpse of Solon. Tfc? poverty of 
this country compels the men to quit their mountains during the 
summer, accompanied by such of their children as are old enough 
to accompany them. TKe%omen in the mean while stay at 
home, in company with oldmey, and perform nil thb labo- 
rious duties of agriculture. *The children generally play upon 
the organ, carrying* with them formerly a marmot, bnt these 
alpine animals are now replaced by mbnkeys, which •arc exceed- 
ingly cheap in. the sduth of France/ 

* After the death of an ^ person, the straw of his bed is carried 
ittto the field next but one to his or htr former resideifce : there it 
repaixK, untouched, until it decays ^nd imperceptibly vanishes,* 
fpr it is never made use of os manure. Qjrtho anniver&fry of 
the day of death, the friends and rslrftions all assemble to eat un 
re^funebre (funeral rep At), of which rice sufia eggs form the # 

. f pn me first day of the year every mother of a fh^pily rgpaiw 
to the fountain, to draw a pitcher of water at the daftm of day. 
,8he who arrives there first places some of the first frwfe of her 
jiabour, a slice of bread*, a piece of cheese, on the mar ^ 
fountain, which she who succeeds h^mrribs away, leading like- 
wise ap offering for those yho may follow. • 

The hASfes are only one story high ; the roofs are jwtch^T ' 
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and covered with/slatcs, or pieces jvood steeped in tar. The 
ground floor is vaulted and wormedfhy a # chafing dish, and this 
, is Ihc apartment in whichjme pomil$ assemble. The poorer sort 
meefiu their stahlcs, thatKhcty may he benefited by. the warmth 
from their beasts; and it notwnfrequcntly happens that the better 
sort of people will board offV portion of their stables, when the 
cold is very severe, as the best means* of obtaining’ that warmth 
so genial to tlfe human frame. * “ • ' 

At Pentecost thp inhabitants celebrate a fete at Ries % called 
lc. (/uct de Saint Mayumie : it \n the representation of a combat 
between the Moors nnd Christians. The inhabitants tfusume the 
costume of hussars well mounted, and the artisans that of foot 
solcfiWs * the latter wear green cockades, and .carry standards of 
the sanie^colour. In the middle* of the green, and near the 
Rotunda, a wooden fort is ejected, ornamented with greep 
J bcughs: the Saracens shut themselves up in this, and on the 
Sunday and Monday it is attacked by the Christians, and from 
fifteen to twenty quintals of powder arc consumed in this mimic 
fight. On the third day it is taken, sacked, and bifrnt, when 
the Saracens arc taken prisoners, and conducted to the gates of 
the ci.ty. On the following day eve^ body repairs to the church 
of Satnt-Maxieme , to return thank* jto the patron saint that no 
one has been killed. In the chfcrch the commander of the 
Christians selects the chief for the ensuing year, 'who instantly 
fires lus gvn in the middle of the church. ‘They have also a 
game called les trois sauls. 'A ’prize is given to *him or her who 
shall leap over the greatest space in three bounds.,. The men 
leap in a nCwly-ploughcd field, the girts on the smooth turf. 

* This neighbourhood, indeed, abounds in legends and records. 
f To tfcc” soutli-easV of ft mrcalquier, a wealthy person was planting 
vines at Saint Clair , wheiPlfee workmen found 15,000 skeletons 
t placed side by* side, which aro presumed to be the bodies of 
Roman soldiers who fell in the? Champ PrUien, in a battle won 
by the Salipts* ' r 

Sisieronis the last place to be mentioned in this department 
It is a i%ry ancient town, and is seated on the rapid Durance. 
_ Ifg &ifhedral and citadel are both deservfhg notice. The latter 
served as a prison t^Ca^ir V,, King of Poland, who from a 
Jesuit became a Cardinal, tflen Kinjr, quitted his kingdom for 
* tin abh^y, and died a simple burgess*# Nevers. . 
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3.-depa^tm£n| of vajl ; 

* Var is a maritime department ffi.) It is constitute^ of a 1 
pprW of Provence, the territory olymgnon, and the com tat du 
Venaissin. I 4 

Soil. — This department is covered with mountains, partly 
graarticv$nd partly aalcareous. * There are, ^also^many traces of 
currents of lava having flowed in various directions, particularly, 
near Toulon, Rougrh , Toumcs h Chartrcvs&rfk VAvcrne, and Frt- 
jus , of hjptoric memory. " • * 

Rivers. — The Var and the Argens are the two principal rivers; 
these are partially navigable. ’The fonner rises in MontJ^ame- 
lione : its descenf is rapid, and it frequently commii> ^reat de- 
vastation in its vicinity. There are many # other streams that 
water this department, hut none of sufficient importance to bt 
named. 

.Forests. — These occupy one-seventh of the department: they 
are principally composed? of the* hardy race uf evergreens; hut 
other forest trees arc to be found, such as the oak,* the beech, 
birch, &c. 

Marshes. — These are still numerous enough, both, on tin 
borders of the sea and nfcrn i*?anfl,*to call for the assistance ol 
draining. Those of Hydros have been drained, a circumstance 
greatly contributing to die health of (Jie inhabitants. • 

Islands. — Thao .principal groups lie off the shore, those of 
Hybes and Lerius. 

Learned Societies, *&c. — There arc at Touloipa Society of 
Belles Lettres and the Arts ; schools of Geometry and Mechanics ^ 
an Observatory, &c. DrayuignarP possesses also a Sqgply of 
Agriculture and Commerce, a botanjc gafllenf &c. &c. * 

Remarkable Person s| — Julius Agricola , Satbsr-in-law to 
Tacitus ; Quintus Roscius , the actor ; Cornelius Gallus , generdS 
and poet, and friend of Virgil ; Moreri , Massillon , Emmanuel 
Sieyb, Raynouard ; many generals and admirals^!? distinction, 
and a host of poetic troubadours, too numerous to be mqptioned. 

Religion. — R omaic Catholic, forming part of the djgcase.of 
Frejus . 0 • 

This department is divided intfVilur arrondissemms , viz:— 
Drayjtigy,^ Tendon, Gfasse , Fr'cjus* Jls civil govern m^t. 
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depends ifpon tlie Cmr Roytjh of It is 'comprised .in the 

eighth military division. 4 k 

Toulon, called by t 
founded by one of their w 
northern shores of the Mediterranean sea. It consists of the bid- 
and new town.^ Tift latter contains some fmc streets; 'particu- 
larly that railed Jfyicftle Mmmewrf which affords an agreeable 
walk for the inhabitants. Twflon is almost surrounded by 
mountains, and frone these descend several small streams, which 
supply die fountains with water, and cool and purify the air. 
The poV'^js likewise divided into the old and the new port, which 
arc uuite<rby a canal : the former, the Port Marchand , was 
constructed hy Ilenfy IV. ; the kittdr, Port Nenf or Militaire , id 
the work of Louis XIV. The arsenal is a fine building, and a 
walk in its dock-yardjcan be no less agreeable than gratifying to 
its inhabitants, ut the sight of, it* impiensc naval and warlike 
stores. But Mars is not the only presiding deity of the* arsenal : 
Flora, Bacchus, and Pomona litre spread forth their more peace- 
able treasures, for roses bloom and vfhes creep amidst pyramids 
of canndn-balls, rows of camjpn^bond^, mortars, &c. &c. The 
roadstead for ships is well 'defended By numerous batteries. The 
beautiful basin in which the vessels are admitted toVefit, is three 
hundred* feet* long and ond hundred feet broad i^yvhen the vessel 
has entered, the basin is closed by means of a pontoon, in the form 
of a truncated cone, loaded with weights m order to make it sink : 
the water is fiien drawivfropi file basin by pumps, so that the vessel 
fs kept dry until ready to flo^t again. The gate and the armoury 
of thcfStrsenal, the nope- walk, which is 1752 feet in length, and 
covered with free-stone, anti 4he tcohs des gardes, matins , are 
interesting and worthy of observation.^ 

Toulon has manufactories of silk stuffs, cloths, hats, bonnets, 
soap, and gj*is. 1 Its territory prodpees wines, brandy, oils, figs, 
oranges, raisins, almonds, and Capers ; yet it is not a commercial 
town. In the time of the Romans it contained a manufacture 
gf llj^iftorple dye, highly valued in formef times. 

Long. 3° 35' 26" E. ? Iafc0£ 7 ' 240 . Two hundred and seven 
leagues south-east from Raris, 


cfiEy TOWNS. 

e Mmans Teh or Tolo, because it* was 
■enerals of that name, is situated on the 
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■ \ f . * 1 # • 
Beignolf.s is a mean town, kniwn in the time of the Romans, 
who, distinguished as much by tfieii; epicurism, as their bravery, 
named this town Brinonia , meaning, the Celtic language, good 

plum . The plums, in small bow covered with lace paper, arc 
the product of the country rounaLj&nynok$, and are jx& cele- 
brated in these days as they were among the Romans. . # 

.^Saikt Maximin is abodt four leagues west of Brigades, and . 
ubotfT” fvvVf&agUes farther north is the reucgvneifc Mount Pilon, 
where Sainte Magdalene repaired to do pensmee. The grotto which 
she inhabited is 2,800 feet, abov&Jthe level ct the sea ; the summit 
of the mountain rises 210 feet higher tl\n the grotto. This 
place was formerly held in great veneration — a convent was 
built in the mountain, and an altar was erected in the #*otto ; 
eyery passer by, whether king or shepherd, turned to pay 
liis devotions there* and the tyrest which extended along the 
sides of the mountain had been declared sacred by the king^of 
France, and its venerable trees remained untouched until tin* 
Revolution of 1793, which, though in its fury swept away 
every, thing that was halfi>we<f and sacred, dispelled at flic same 
tixnc many a. superstitious spell ^vhich enslaved the 'conscience 
and fettered the energies of the human mind. This department 
presents many points of yjew highly picturesque, and the defile 
of Ollioules is perhaps at as tegrifie, as that bf Thermo- 

pylae The? mountains on "every side are barren, rising in 
rugged peaks \tithout, one single nutrk of vegetation, • anu the 
solitude of th«? scone is only interrupted by the screams of the 
eagle an<l otlicr birds of prey. 


SE^JTIOTJ* J£X. 

ANCIENT PROVINCE 6f COMTAT VENAISSIN, 

CONTAINING 

• THE DEPARTMENT OF VAtjfJJLU&jj;, 

.This department is inland formed of the lument - 

Cmntpl Venamin , portions of th? ter^torips of Avigilon, of the 
principyji^ o£ Orange , ami a very small jjart of Proven 

n 5 
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Soil. — The soil of this department is very different in charac- 
ter, though its qualities are all alike' fertile, generally speak- 
ing.' The land is either cojcarious, mixed with clay and sand 1 : 
veins gypsum, and a comipsition called aafre , consisting of 
• agglomi^atcd and half j)€tnl'i/d sand. 1 

* , Mou nt^ ins.— The Alps bofind this department on the eastern 
and southern frontiers. Moiit Venous is the most lofty point of 
the chain, commanding Carpentras . Although a ir tilt/, distance 
of twenty leagues from the sea, it invisible far from'land, serving 
as a pharos to navigators of the Mediterranean. Its summit is a 
cone placed upon apimmerisc M domo : it is accessible*, though 
with soipe difficulty, to the summit. If the situation of this 
poinUtys well considered, the reader’s imagination may conjure 
up a sceSlVl'hich, however splendid in its fantastic as well as 
splendid forms, — brilliant, vivid* and sometimes sombre in its 
colouring, — cannot equal the view’ which presents itself to die 
-fcilcnt, breathless, and statue-like stranger, as he gazes upon the 
mingled scene, before him. 

Forests. — These occupy one-sixth *of the territory .of Vau- 
r fits'". The trees which eomposq them are the fax or evergreen 
oak, the scarlet oak, the oak, beeclfc, pines and firs of every 
description, though not in great abundance. 

Rivers.-* -The principal viver^Vuv tile Lcz, Aigues , Quvczc , 
Auztniy Nesque, Sorgucs , and Canton. The Durance and the 
Rhotie am its boundaries on, the soutli and o west. 'All the streams 
which rise in this country flow from east to, wtet. In many 
parts of Vaucl use the roads are only accessible by the mules. 

Mines. — Qne iron mine, pnd some Of pit-coal, are worked, 
Ip it metals do not abound in this department Jasper, of a 
Miperiqj. quality, is found in Sbme parts. 

Learned Soqi eties.— At ^.vignon there are a Sooitit£ dee Antis 
ilea Arts, and* one of Agriculture, a botpnic garden, &c. &c. 
r R emarkable Persons. — Cardinal Cabassoles , protector and 
friend of Petrarch; Crillon\ the friend of Henry IV.; Esprit 
Fiechier, bishop of Himes ; CardinaO/awry ,* Aniaud ; Saurin, 
a Protestapt minister and a great mathematician ; Samte Croix ; 
Geneml ^Lagarde, who strenuously opposed* the massacre of the 
*f*rotWRlnts at Nimes, iq 1 815. Many generals in modern times, 
‘among these, Laurent, w!BT burnt his uniform on the day 
R^»ua parte destroyed *^he Republic. 





Religion.— Roman Ca&oli 
Avignon. The Protefirta^jjbi 
church, divided into three seSti 
- This department is divided 


DEPARTMENT vftjCLUSE' 37) 

W • • 

inning part of 4he diocese of 

'e- at . Lourntyrin a consistorial 


a to four arrondmemens^ viz > 


Avignon, Orange * Carpentras , Ap^/lts civil government depends 
upon ttie Cour Royale of Nitnes . |lt is comprised it^he eighth 


jnilitar^ 


division. 

i***- 


CHIEF TOWN 8. 


f 


Avignon is advantageously situated on the Rkope ; it is sur- 
rounded by towers and battlements, and ftis the appearance at a 
distances of being* one of the chief places i\ France. The origin 
of this town is unknown ; the Cells hafe, however, the imputation 
of being its founders. To the Marseillais it owes mxy$i of its 
consequence, for they enlarged and beautified it; buUthc Romans, 
charmed with the surrounding country, .erected several sumptuous 
edifices both within and without the walls : of these buil^ngs 
hot a trace remains. It was subsequently besieged by Clovis,— 
taken by the Saracens, — erected into a republic,*- it then passed 
into the* Neapolitan family, i-a member of which, Jane, Queen 
of Naples, Couhtess of Provenge, sold it to Pope Clenjcnt VT 
a. d. 1348, who fixed his Residence in the south of France. In 
the course of seventy jwars, there were eight different popes 
who resided at Avignon; anchthefe^re at that tithe within its 
walls, seven? palaces, seven fchurches, seven hospitals, seven col- 
leges, seven ntfuneriqjs, and seven gates. Time Jiaa, # however, 
destroyed maiy cf these mementoes of the whims of the holy 
fathers. 9 Avignon likewise possessed a miraculous silver bell, 
which was never knorfh to soun<J, except on thaadeat]; of one 
pope, and the promotion of another ! "The solution of this miracle 
is not very difficult ; — this bell is*no longer # in existent Tlie 
Hotel of Invalids and the Cathedral are fine buildings. In the 
church of the Cordeliers, #vas the tomb of the faavfe Crillon and 
that of Laura , as celebrated for her beauty add virtu#, as she was 
by love, and the verses of Petrarch.* Francis I*$pssing through 
Avignon, caused her tomb* to be opened. It coijtained a few 
smalj bones and a leaden box, in which he found some of 
Petrarch’s verses, with a leaden medal. He command#d*that a 
tomb more worthy of this remarkable* personage, shffUld be - 
* erected, in which he deposited th!b?re}|cs, and himself made her 
epitaph^ * % # “ 
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Avignon is altogether pretty, ith th^, exception of that part 

called Quartier deda Juiwrie^ ^ ioh , ia inhabited by the Jews; 
and where, before the revokitii , these people were locked up 
every irfjjlit. 

f It wasfn Hie neighbourho&I of Avignon that Scipio’s buckler 
*as foundjt a. d. 1656, by somef fishermen* It is circular, and is 
embellished with a representation of Sdipio restoring to^i Celti- 
berian prince bif young and beautiful bride/ Few* p<5lWnlT*1sit 
Avignon, without reputing to the grotto of Vauchtse, Passing 
through the village off Pemen, tjrc traveller reaches the small 
town of Isle, where f'ctrarch saw Laura for the first time : the 
aspect of' the country thdn changes ; the valley through which 
the $(tryq> flows is rough, barren, and pebbly. Along its banks, 
the travelled winds at the foot of a mountain, upon which stand 
the ruins of a buildivg called Chateau de Petmrch ; but it is by 
no means ascertained that it was inhabited by the poet : on the 
contrary, it is said, he inhabited a cottage in the valley, and near 
the fountain of Yauclme. At the end of the village of Vanelu&e, 
two obscure and spacious grottoes arc to be seen; it -is from 
one of these that the »VrwyiM? issues, forming a clear and crystal 
basin of( water, of about 100 feet in diameter. At the time of 
the equinoxes, however, after abundart rains, this river rashes 
from the casern with a foam iVigNmpetu osity and a thundering 
noise, forming a beautifu 1 cascade iftitil it reaches it* bed in the 
valley, which, is at all timer so deep as to, admit* a boat at the 
distance only of 500 paces frorfi the rook. » * 

Avignon exports wool, silk, honey, wax, gum, saffron, wines, 
brandy, # madd )r. It is rituatod in long. 2?®28' 10" E. ; lat, 43° 56' 
W N. One hundred and sixty-six leagues south-east from Paris. 

Oau^^tras, situated on tfie river Auson, fit the foot of Mont 
Vcntoui r, is a very ancient ci/y. t Its streets are narrow, but it 
possesses ninny fiiie squares and muAVet-places, several pretty 
fountains, si superb aqueduct, which supplies them with water, 
and many bcar*Jful walks Within and without the town. There 
are liklWi.se Jue remains of a triumphal arcb, said to have been 
erected to the memory of Domitius -Enorbarbus, on life defeat of 
the c Alfok*oges; but it is no longer an object of grandeur, for the 
^liimicy of the adjacent Pfljop is constructed in one of its sides; 
and the sfiblime ideas IjjnoleU by the words triumphal arch, 
al^ed with knells, and dungeons, and jailors,*^ mind 
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very naturally ^ t tiiVelley/feet to tea^e such melancholy 
objects, and carry him to¥ sopejb building, erected for' the alle- 
viation of the sufferings of manlund; called l' Hospice d'Muma - 
*hitc. The library of Ca?ym^r<wVontaiiis the famous picture of j 
la TFemplte, by Vernet. Vemet , inWder to understand hjk subject 
feelingly, caused himself to be tiec^to the mast of a repel, whiet? 
jvas evciy^nibment expected to be swallowed up by ihf sea. 

CarpenWas' con tafns manufactories oi^Seap, littiol, spirits of 
wine, brandy,' &c. ; there art likewise many # tanneries and mad- 
der mills in this town, which ^Jands in A>ng. West 2° 45' 58" ; 
lot. 48° i' 8" N. ; and which is exactly oneYundred and sixty-six 
leagues south-east from Paris. # * . • 

Orange, ancjently Aurasio : its original fouuders yatffe un- 
known : it is situated in a beautiful plain on the east # sidc of the 
Rhone, and watered by a vast number -of rivulets. Iu the time 
of the Homans it was a beautiful city, adorned with many superb 
buildings, some remains of which are still to be seen, particularly 
those of an amphitheatjy, the walls of which are* perfect, and a 
triumphal arch erected to the memory of Marius and Catullus, 
the conquerors of the Cimbri. Among numerous bas-reliefs on 
this arcli, is one of an old woman with her finger in Yer ear. 
This is supposed to be representation of a sorcerer, whom 
Marius always consulted bt&fdfe he want to battle, ever after she 
had fore told* him who of the* gladiators ♦ should be successful in 
the combat, be&re sheJiad seen them* In 1882, the will of this 
town was destroyed by order of Louis XIV. The title of Prince 
of Orange was first introduced into the family of Nassau, by 
the marriage of Clause de Ckafonsj the Prince of Orange’s 
sister, ’ with the Count of Nassau^ in 1530. Orange was for- 
merly a principality of France ; and thejeoupts of PrutHmce, tlig, 
popes and the kings of France* bare been the principal per- 
formers in the great mittary and political dflftnal, which haje 
deluged this fine country wftli blood. Tffe treaty* of Utrecht 
gave this town and its sm^ll principality, (whiti*$n1y extended 
over twelve miles one way, and nine the otberj to t rance, 
though tbfe title is still retained in the house of Ndfcsau. Its 
manufactures and natural productions are numerous: tfcbTorinei^ 
# consist of painted cloths, handkerej^gfg, serges, silk, and madder : 
*the principal exports are wool* saffian, oil, brandy, spirits of 
wine, ^pftU yceds, madder roots, almohds, driyl and^SR 
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truffles, essence of thyme, laveh ?r, spike, wax, gum, fkc. Orange 
is situated in Long? 2° 28' 8" E.t lat 44*8' 10" N. ; and it is one 
hundred and sixy-four leagues south-west from Paris. 

1 Neat Court/ieron , in this det/rtment, tlicre is a pond of clears 

' limpid ^ter, but saline, sin^T it deposits a salt like that of "the 
without any cause being friven for this phenomenon. 

The character of the Provencals resembles very niuchtliat of. 
the Languedociuis ; Jhey are, however, mor& entcitS^iliire^Mry 
than their neighbours : they hastily adopt any opinion or idea 
which pleases their imagination, and defend it with equal obsti- 
nacy, and frequently /eject it* with equal precipitation ^without 
consulting reason in either case. The well-educated part of the 
community cultivate the line arts and the sciences, and the social 
feelings willv avidity. The women , of this country are either 
very handsome or vgry pretty — tjieir countenances express in- 
stantly every feeling of their hearts, and it is impossible to mistake 
their character. The scold cannot affect docility — still less can 
the gentle put |>n the expression of the scold. The costume of 
the ladies is pretty, and one of thefr countrymen thus describes 
the appeara'nce of that class denominated beautiful : 

“ Un/er a green handkerchief thrown tastefully over the head, 
appear too dark and well-arched eyehfows ; an animated com- 
plexion and*a glowing chqpk give ’lustre to a pair of bright black 
eyes ; a light corset protects an alabaster neck from the rays of 
the sun, displaying at the s?me time the lightens and elegance 
of the figure. A gown called 'drolel is thrown* oveV this, extend- 
ing no farther than the calf of the leg, which is generally well 
formed, ^and covered wijh a tyjack silk slacking; to this must be • 
abided a large silver buckle, which almost conceals a delicate 
foot.” 
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SErCTIPj^ XXI. 

ANCIENT PROVINCE OF DAUPHIN®, 

CONTAINING THE DEPARTMENTS ISfcitE, DR6ME, AN]} HAUTE s 

HF 


* l.-rTHE DEPARTMENT Of ISERE. 

* 1 . • 

Thin is an inland department (S. E.) composed of a part of 
Daphird. • \ 

Soil. — The southern parts of this department are co^red with 
lofty mountains^ which are divided from the northern pjm! more 
fertile parts by the here . . 

Rivers. — The here and theJEtoic. « 

Mountains.— The Alp*. 

Forests.— Of the same description as those of the Haute s 
Alpes. * 

Mines,— Gold, silver, leacf, iron, copper, and coal are found 
in different proportions in the I^re, as well as mineral waters. 

Remarkable Persons**— Louise de Sennent, Mademoiselle dr 
Tencin, Gentil Bernard, JHaucosson, Bayard, the prenx ehevalier , 
and the infamous Adrets Cha frier, Vmcosson Condillac, &c. 

Religion.— Roman Cathblic. This department forms the 
diocese of a bisBop, dependent upon Ae archbishop of Eyon. 

The protestants diave a consistoflal church at Mens, and nin<* 
temples <y houses of prayer; also seventeen protestant schools . 

• 

CHIEF TOWNS. 

This department is divided into f9ur arrondissements, vi^ Gre- 
noble, Vienne sur le Rhone, Saint Myrcelfin, and Ip Tour du Pic. ! 

Grenoble, anciently Gfalaro or Gratianopolm, i* built at the 
foot of a mountain watered by the Ishe. Oif the summit of thfs 
mountain, there was formerly a fori denominated the Bastille , 
which has long since fallen Trom its commanding situation, and 
a small house now occupies its site, and retains its name. That 
part of the town whicb lies between this Bastille and th^her* is 
called La Perriere ; the name of Bonne js given to th0* other 
half, and as its name testifies, is tHfi%etter half, though its cog- 
nomeft derived from Francois de Blown f, Due de Le$digu.u*p* 
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who great]/ embellished the tdWn w'itl?, many public edifices. 
The streets are straight and well paved ; bu£ the private' houses 
‘/are neither veil built lior ornamental. The Palace of Justice, 
)the Prefecture, and the public jprden attached to it, claim; how- 
ever, tlicS notice of the travSi,er. Jts theatre has been imfcli 


praised ; it( interior construction is irregnlarV 
V) | that portion appropriated to the snpetfi^rs is' 
neither a square nor an oblong, hilt 1ft of this 
It has some fine walks; that which 
runs along the hanks jjf the Graz 'tie two leagues in length, and 
is indeed surrounded ( T>y the most picturesque landscape!; in the 
midst of which is conspicuous the bridge of Claix, of one arch, 
over tlu^&rac, the span of which is 140 feet, and the height 1)20. 
Grenoble 1 is Situated almost, it may be said, between four rivers : 
the Drac, the Tscre, the Chrdille , the Komaneht. There is an old 
proverbial prophecy among tlie people, which implies tlntt a 
serpent and a dragon will swallow up the city. May not the 
torrent of the Brae and the sinuojjs^win^ngs of the Isfcre explain' 
this prophecy ? they indeed threaten at some future p'eriod to 
fulfil it, ^unless art should essay her strength against the poorer 
of dame Nature. Tlie Isere has already made advances, and 
when increased and impelled J)y the v(.uers of the Drat, it haft” 
occasionally risen so higk as to "drown persons in tlie piques 


At the Village of Iiaumei between the l Mages' of Aniblerieux 
and Sallettex, and on tlie road between GrmoUe and Xyow; is the 
celebrated Grotte do Notre Dame de la Bautne ; It mriy \fc* seen 
l>y descending the Rhone , qr<by taking the road from Lyon to ♦ 
Geneva. Its entrance is imposing, being twenty or thirty feet 
•wide, Juki eighty brgb, .resembling a lofty triumphal, arch; and 
amid the scenes of grandeur f and beauty which the entrance pre- 
sents, stands on t|ie right; La Chapklc de Notre Dame de la 
Baume. Beneath this small rustic chapel, a canal has been 
formed to faciMt&te the passage of thp subterranean waters, when 
increased by mins or melting snow. Beyond the chapel is a 
grotto 12(f feet high, and about 50 wide ; this is terminated by 
: ji galley n( )t so lofty. Masses of stalactites present themselves 
on every side, some rising* into lofty pyramids, down which 
jgently trickle the limpid waters from the superior rock. Be- 
yoK, this gtllery, is ihe stream which meets the cam 1 ! under 
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the chapel ; a small boat is -then jittered by the curious traveller, 
in which he is occasionally obVged to lie down, for in many 
parts, the rock descends within a very short distance of the waters. 
*Tbe stream is terminated by a lull, clear lake, whifch aJFrcnch . 
gentleman, M. Bourrit, swam asms, having furnish himself 
with corks and aquatic candles ; tie effect producedropon lii$» 
feelings and imagination*wcre indescribable. Havi rm lost sight 
of his companions by an an gib of the roc^, he ^entered an im- 
mense lake, which he swam f round, and discovering at length a 
narrow stream, lie followed it, supposing he* should discover the 
source of the stream and lakes ; but all still as death,— not 
a ripple on the water, — not a sound in «the air, — no gggtlc drop- 
ping disturbed the mirror-like surface on which he moved ^except 
the evanescent, fleeting tracl^lhat marked his own through 

the waters. Havipg wandered in llicpc subterraneous caverns 
for the space of an hour, he returned to his anxious companions, 
who were on the point of taking their departure when he arrived? 
Yet when Francis I. visited this grotto, he was^deterred from 
proceeding by the strong cuAeftt, attended with a noise which 
seemed to be occasioned by a whirlpool. The remains of this 
base were to be seen somt^ fifty years ago in the cavern'Hhrough 
which lies the passage to tjjp lake. But since the time ofjfrancis, 
many changes may ha?e«taken ^)kce in these subterraneous 
regions, which are most probably under the influence of fire as 

well as water. • , • 

• * • 

M. Martin fas so poetically described the beauties, grandeur, 
and sublimity of this grotto, that it will form an excellent con- 
clusion to the subject. *It musthaje been written y>hen ^hc cur- 
rent alluded to, was in existence. * 

• 

Dans le fl&nrd’un tocher done le ffOut eoutciUeux , 4 
Couvert d‘6pai* buUsons, feve Jusqu'aux 6eux, 

L’<eil £tonnk d£o#uvre uno large ouVertuif # 

Qu’oot taillle avec act tes mains de la nature : 

Le lime, qui sCrpente ea verdoyans romeaiN^ 

E tend de tons cdtfs *ees featOns ihlgaux ; 

Vne croix, prks de Ik, sur un tertre placde, 

De pleux souvenirs entreflent la pensle ; 

Et dansl'&me Jetant une sainte terreur, 

La rjwnkne un moment devqg^ien Crdateur. 

Plus loin, un peugUer quele zlpfilr balance- 
t Ifles^re la hauteur de cette voftte hn/iense, 
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Et des oiseaux cache£^>us son feuillage vert 
^ Le doux |azouillement diarme l^cho desert. 

1*1 us loin, cn a van pant dins la grotte profomle, 

D’un rapide torrent on (intend mugir l'onde ; 

De rochers en sochers Jlv detours en detours, 

II roule, et dans le fAlve il va finir son cours. 

\lais au-dessus des fleas oft sa base est assise, 
tons la voflte s'elive une mode&e #glise. 

L&, dr s bandeaux voisins, dn un jour sdlenncl, 

Le pcuple vient en foule adorer l'Eternel. 
tfuel spectacle touchant ! quelle ccremonic ! 

Des cantiquel pieux la ruutique harmonie. 

Le bruit de tx priere ct le bruit du torrent, 

Du ministre sacr£ le saint rccueillcment, 

L’encens qui, sur l’autel, sVdevant en images, 
»Crpportait dans les deux les vosux et les homuiages, 
Tout a moil ilme^mue, ou naissait la fqrveur, 

Du Dieux de J’univers annonpait la grandeur. 


Grenoble has manufactories of gloves, cloths, hats, cali- 
coes. * ° 

Long. 3 0 «23' 34"E. ; lat. 45° 11' 42". One hutched and thirt}- 
eight leagues S. E. from Paris. * 

The 'environs of Grenoble present many objects of interest. 
The old castle of the famity'of ^e^lijuieres, at Viyelle , is now 
converted into a cotton manufactory; hut the salon,, of the con- 
.stable is preserved with all ots antique decoraticns, and should 
be visited by the curious. * . , c ' 

Thebridge of Vizille over the Romanche , is by some connoisseurs 
in bridge architecture, preferred to that of Claix. It is situated 
just at that part of the liigh road where it commences its winding 
ascent jm the adjoining mountain, that leads to the plain of 
%afrey. Three lalfes, which have the appearance of being but 
one, extend dong the roaimTthe plfin, and threaten to over- 
vftielm the walley below. c 


The burningjauntain of Deuphini , near Saint Barthelemy f was, 
even i» the days of Saint Augustin, *an object not only of curio* 
sity, but of awe and terror. If the ancient legends and records 
desfn$ gredit, it was formerly much more extensive and powerful 
Hn its effects ; for travellers of former times relate, that it was so 
powerful, that it threw so stMftg a glare upon the neighbouring 
, jgjiages, thatthey appeared at a shortdistance from t^epj, to be 
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in flames. So late as the sevente&fltli century^ the people repaired 

from short distances, oif partie|of pleasure, fringing with them 
eggs, and cooking Smeleltes by the flames. St. Augustin* says, \ 
' that in his time, if a burning tom were brought wifliin the focus , 
of the flame, it was instantly extinguished ; and if, ooj the con-* 
trary, a dead torch were presented, it would in&tanthfrburst 
a flame v In these our Says, an inflammable gas escapes from 
the surface of the Stream, and from the eprth hi its vicinity ; if 
it be agitated, it will kindle,light objects , v 

The Grottoes of Sassenage ase to the nortli of Grend&le* These 
grottoe* are the work of nature, but so n^ch art is displayed in 
their outward construction, that they almost lose for^an instant 
that imposing effect which the wild scenes of nature generally 
produce. These observations only apply to thei* genial ap- 
pearance. The entrance, which is' called 1$& porlcs de Sassmage, 
is situated upon the road d'Engins ; it resembles an old riyned 
'portico with its crumbling and broken towers and parapets. CTn 
passing beneath its arches, a row of broken layqrs of rocks pre- 
sent themselves, which resfmtle an old dilapidated staircase. 
Under the grdht opening on Jhe left, is a cavity from whence 
issues le torrent de Germ % which, after having circulated through 
the several cavities, collects itself into one mass near the top of 
the natural stair, from whence it tyccipitates itself with a tre- 
mendous nAisc. The mountains in the. neighbourhood of Uriage , 
near Domaine*axe much frequented#by the herdsmen •who drive 
thither their leasts, and settle themselves among the rieh valleys 
during tjie fine season. The dog and his master are ever upon 
the most equal and fanJiliar footing ; throne beings indispensable 
to the safety of the other; they have each of them a goat set 
apart for his partjpular food. Tfieir situation is by u# means a 
sinecure, for as the oxen in solifude ara unconfined by 
hedges or ditches, they ifcam sometimes far avftiy from the herd, 
and unless fetched back, they*stand a change of becoming food 
to another quadruped which inhabits the thicWorest of firs in 
the vicinity, namely, bears. It often happens on tl^se occasions, » 
that*tiie shepherd and his dog find the ox and the bear already 
in contact; aO that then remains to he done is to kindle ft torch, 
to which, is tied a quantity of strow^fpid* to thrust thfcfbiazing' 
weapon against the nose of the*b<ki^ for these aniihals are so , 
tcnaciqgs^f t^eir hold, t&at blows will na? make thprn 
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it. Among tbe charms of pasLral life described by the poets, 
this is one they haye omitted, t 

L Vo rep pe possesses an old castle, the garden of which is cele* 


Ibratedfcx its numerous and ver/bcautiful flowers. An immense 
pyramid^ rock, called V (Billed which commands tbe entrance, is 
a'so famoik for being one of tbf safest roads leading to the Grande 
Chartreuse\ The Char trim x monks defive dieir name *rom the 
village of Chartiewse , situated not far from their convent. On the 
other side o^Xhe 8 ape extends the superb amt highly cultivated 
valley of Griesvaudan , through which the Drac and the Is&rc wind 
in such an extraordina/y and picturesque manner, that the- appear 
to be multiplied; whife the vineyards and fields resemble 
emerald glands set in liquid cry stal . The valley produces maize, 
hemp, ami Wheat, and the orchards abound with the mulberry tree. 
Small villages and country houses, intermingle;! with plantations, 
diversify the perspective, which is bounded by the lofty Alps. It 
is, nevertheless, from this quarter,— this beautiful valley, that 
Grenoble has Ip apprehend its ruin. It is in the summer time, 
when the genial warmth of the weather inspires delight, and 
gives they prospect of a rich harvest, that the inhabitants of the 
valley anxiously direct their eyes to thejieighbouring mountains, 
from whose summits rush the melted snows, that appeared before 
like inaccessfble rocks of seydh or ciglu leagues in extent. Then 
the banks of the Isfcrc, which are cbmposed of vegetable earth, 
frequentlj yield t0 the pressure of the waters, and the soil with its 
rich productions and dangerous* habitations, art undermined and 
swept away in one common ruin. It is these inundations that 
in the yQar 18 P 0 , drew $e attention, and called forth the serious 
consideration of the government of France, how to remedy these 
evils which threatej .Grenoble with annihilation ; for Grenoble 
contains upward, of 20,000 in^jntauts, whose fate depends, as a 
second cause/ updo die Is&rc'and the l&ac. 

'The entihnee to "this valley, which is near Montmelian in 
Savoy, is defended by the Jbfa Banrmx , constructed by the duke 
► of Savoy, evqp under the eyes of Lesdigui&res. Henry IV. hav- 
ing reproached the latter for his inaction and apparent irfdifferpnee 


..to fbrtr so important, Lesdigui&res replied, ,4 Your Majesty 
wants a c good fortress te oppose to that of Montmelian. If die 
k duke of Satoy will defray <jhe expenses of such an undertaking, 
do it 3^ when hfe has well furnished it with caSunn ’and 
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such* like ammunition, I will takte*it fromliim.” He more than, 
kept liis promise ; for h6 not only made hirftsclf master of the 
-fortress, hut he conquered Savoy, and was honoured and rewarded 
* by his, sovereign with a marshals baton. • 

<The road to the monastery of tW Chartreuse, which f -js but six, 
leagues distant from Grenoble, lies round mount Safa Enard, 
after wlycli, the lofty mountain Sape, covered with “dykly waving 
pines,” the solemn imposing yew, and the hardy Sfotcfc* fir, remains 
to be scaled*; hut the traveller is amply repaid his fatigue and 
labour, by the splendid view w Jrich presents itself from its summit, 
where (frenoble ..and all its sdVrounding ^vonders and beauties, 
appear like a living panorama, for to /orm and colour is added 
motion. The being who could from such an elevation behold 
suchasceue and remain, unmoved, is not to he e«jifcd. The 
village of Chartifusc occupies a valley of considerate extent: 
the houses are scattered here* and there ; and from amidst the 
’ low roofs, towers the church. The road then winds along; the 
foot of the bills, and the traveller suddenly turning an angle, 
enters a narrow mountain forge, from which rise peak above 
peak, till the>* seem lost in the clouds. This pass, which is 
only a lew feet wide, is ijidcetf truly tremendous. It winds he* 
tween stupendous grange rocks, which overhang above, and 
appear ready every mAnfni to laJl with a dreadful crash, and 
overwhelm* the awe-struck# traveller. t Indeed, the crags above 
project so far freyond^the perpendicular, that they appear literally 
suspended without support. Tlwy cast such an awful gloom on 
the path, that horses as well as their masters, seem impressed with 
fear, and ready to start back at the strangeness outlie scene, and 
the sullen echo of every footfall. At the further end oAhe defile 
is a romantic mountain torrent, flhicb is crossed on a^ude stone 
bridge; and by a sudden turn of Aire ftad’the tremendous Alp 
on which the monastery** placed, presents itself. • This is indeed 
a solitude, where no huntsman winds hi^ horn,-»no shepherd 
tunes his pipe; a spot where nothing meets tl^eye but tremen- 
dous precipices, and lofty glaciers of every fantastic •form;—, 
wi^re the deep rolling torrents are heard, not seen, struggling 
and&aming, and fushing impetuously through theij dark re- 
cesses* The monastery itself is as ^striking as the approach to 

it; it consists of amass of buil<H%'which, including the cells of 

• « • . 
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the monks, occupies ah extent df (300 feet in length. Near it' 
flows a crystal strea/u as cold as ip. Q 
k In the winter time this secludefl asylum is a dwelling scarcely, 
nabitabl^; for it is to be observed, that although the Chartreuse 
is situated a league above tfyp base of the mountain, yet it< is 
placed in \ bottom as respects the summit; cyco on the brightest 
day, the suAis only visible (owing to the? proximity of thp rocks) 
as from a deep wjsll. On the west, indeed, there is a little space, 
which being sheltered, is occupied by^a grove of dark pine trees; 
but on every other side, the* hare ljme-slone rocks are not more 
than ten yards from t)(c convent/ So gloomy is the light ad- 
mitted into the interior of the building, that it is scarcely possible 
to read a small print, except by lamp light, even when the sun 
is in its rapddjan. 

This monastery foiynerly contained 400 rnpnks; seven-and- 
twenly solitary beings now constitute the number of its isolated 
inhabitants. As may naturally be expected, the building is 
partly going to decay; the little gardens are many of them 
covered with briars and thorns; the* brokeu stone crosses, 
which stilj itfark the spot where repose the ashes of many a pious 
saint, are covered with hardy Alpine plants. 

The monastery contained a very fiiifl library; but it is very 
probable tluit*this did not escape tho.wagcs of the French revo- 
lution of 1703, when emissaries wera dispatched to throw down 
the crosses*, and sacrilegiously to deface and destroy this distant 
edifice, which had been consecrated to holy puijfoses by holy 
men. Half a league above the Chartreuse , there were two beau- 
tiful chapels, the one dedicate^ to the Ho*y Virgin, the other to 
St v .Bruno. The latter is said to be the spot originally chosen for 
the monastery, but the dangers to which it was exposed rendered 
it ’’wholly impracticable.* Tl^e Ptre Marsan thus beautifully 
describes these wcei&es, and tlieeSect tlieyproduced upon him 

* t o 

J’avance: deux grands raonts, sift- moi courb&r en vofite, 

Dc leur fronVIJourciUeiix intimidant ma route, 

L Tods Herb, tout imposans, semblent du haut dcs airs 
Interdict aux humains l’aspect de ses deserts, 


* It vrfti customary with the monks of the Grand Chartreuse to pre- 
sent a register book to every traveller, and request he would insert his 
, name, and wrtte a sentence. J. Wttusseau on this occasion, signed bis 
V^and wrote these words otly* 0 altitude .* ^ 
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T'aquilon bat leur flanc ;.et leurs .bases pruTondes 
Voisines des enters, s*. cachent sous les owles? 

Jc fra n cilia, tout penaif, ce passage eflfrayant, * 

Et dans 1’ ombre bientAt je m’epfonce & pas lent. , 

Quelle beaute sauvage et quelle horreu( pompeuse ! 

9 Que la nature cst lii grande et ma^estueuse 1 
L’Apaisseur des forits, la profontleur des eaux, 

Le§ imnicnses validities antres, les coteaux, 

L'qbseurite, le Uuit, la terreur, le silence, « 

Tout, daps ces vastes lieux, parle A l'homme qui pense. 

Un long ampbithi dtrc, orho de vieux sapine, * 

Y tient lieux de remparts de murs et de jfjrdins ; 

Mi/lc torrens*tombant par cascades bruyai.tcs, 

A travers les d/bris des rochers mugissantes ; 

Les oiseaux a grand vol, les aiglcs, les milans, 

Joignant leurs cris aigus pu sifflement des vents ; 

Les arbres frarasscs par ^effort des orages ; 

L’eboulement des rocs et leurs tristes ravages ; 

Les collines, les moats, de frimas c our on nets. . . 

Ce spectacle plaisait a mes sens e tonnes. 

i , 

• • 4 

Vj enne. — The ancient Vienna Allobrogum formerly contained 
many beautiful monuments of i«s antiquity; but of all these no- 
thing remains but undefidable ruins. The bridge built in die 
time of Tiberius is alny&t swept* away, and the pilds which 
do remain greatly impede flitf navigation of the Rhone . Vienne 
was formerly the capital of the Allobrnges , whose ambassadors 
discovered to gicero the conspiracy ftf Catiline; k was in this 
town, that Philippe le Bel and tope Alexander V. tried and 
condemned the Tcmplare, whose immense riches tiiey seized and 
converted to their own uses. Theif ijeaUh, not thdlr crimes, (as 
has been the case in numerous in jtances with the Jews,) proved 
their ruin. The cathedral of Vienne is affine .Gothic building. 

It has manufactories of rateen, cloths, sail-cloths, tailors’ press- 
ing irons, copper, paper, £lass, salt, and nitre. The excellent 
vineyards of Cdtc-Rotie are situated in its neighbourhood. 

Long. 2° 32' E. ; lat. 45° ,31' 55". One hundred and seven- 
teen leagues from Paris. * 

TMfe wine called Hermitage forms one of the grand Articles of 
trade in this department. 

, There is afountain in the meadowy about a league from 

Vienne, which throws up quantities of fSh, particularly lampreys. 



384 


TOPOGRAPHICAL HISTORY Of' PRANCE. 


, 2.— D EPARTM1JNT OF DROME. 

This^is at) inland department (S.) composed of & part, of 
Dauphin^ 

c Soil. — ^lic face of the country is full of mountains and val- 
leys; sotne^parj^ exceedingly unproductive.; others sufficiently 
rich to produce fine pasture lands, and the celebrated vines of 
Hermitage,' and the vin de Nyons . The valley of the Rhtme is 
enriched by mulberry^ almond, and chesnut trees. 

Mountains. — These giay be considered as branches of the 
Alpcs ; they are covered with woods and forests. 

Riveu^^— The Rhone , Isire , and the Drome, are the principal. 
Between* Aspre and Vain , tlic lake drs Eyaux abounds with 
leeches. 

• Remarkable Persons, — Jaques Bernard , Philis de la Tour , 
I)upin , Madame de Sevigne , Sovran , Tally Tolmdal \ <Stc. 

Relkiion.— Roman Catholic, rndei 4 the jurisdiction of the 
dioccsc of Valence. The Protestants have some churches in this 
department; its judicial administration depends upon the Cour 
Royal e of Grenoble , and it is coraprisejt in the seventh military 
division. , , at t( • 

CHIEF TOWNS. „ 

' , 1 , ' 

Valence is situated upon the left bank of the 1 * Rhone. The 
antiquity of this town is very great: it was founded fifteen 
hundred yeaA before cur present era. Tt subsequently became 

important colony of the Romans ; but, thanks to the ravages 
tjf the Gbths, the Ayh\ns { and the Saracens,— and to the religious 
wars which have inundated this fine part of France, no one would 
gjve it crcdit M for*its former' importance 1 and magnificence. The 
buildings^f most importance iri these times are, the bishop’s 
palace, and Vtitolc d'artillerie. The polygon of the latter is 
very extensire and well situated; the ground being gravelly, 
every maitoeuvre may be performed, even after heavy rainvxith- 
out*thMt>ss of any projectile. The citadel is not well fortified, 
but it contains beautiful* gardens. The walk called Champ de 
Mars , and* the- terrace of b the Prefecture, which runs along the 
of the Rheme, afford agreeable walks for the inhabitants. 
From 1 Jic latt« , the stupendous mountain of Cresset in the de- 
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paitment of VArtUchc, jjfts its lofty head, arid forms a grand 
eastern outline to the picture. 

’• hong. ‘2° 33' W ; tat. 44° 55 # ;>9"; One bundled, and thirty- 
eight leagues south-east from Peril'.. 72 posts and a qua Her. 

Mont bi.iMAUT. — This town is very pretty; it is surrounded 
hy hills covered with wtics and mulbcrn -trees ; golden plain - 
-haded h;/ Jig-trees; almond- trees, orange-trees, amDothcr trees 
of the south; among which meander the Utfar'mn and \\wJulnttm 

It carries on a small coinmvrcc in hats, leather, pottery, cotton- 
thuad, worsted, Vc. \c. Tt w As in a cave of Montdimarf . A.l>, 
loll, tli.ft many rtf the Protestants of the s?uih of Prance assem- 
hled to hear their first preachers. In h’jH? the Coullt of Stn/i 
took the town, ajul three days afterwards the Piote.-tant * retook 
il during a severe storm. ‘The massacre on this # <ia\ was 
great, that a wellrin its lirtiuIihnurliiKld inched the name ol 
V puit Saujnt'hr, which it still retains. 'Hie \dmiral drColitfut/ 
after the hatlie of Monnmtinn\ in vain attempted to take it; and 
his opponent in this instance was a woman, foamed Man/nf 
/ h'lfujv : the admiral hud succeeded in making a breach in tin 
wall, and the city appeared on* the point of being carried h\ 
assault, when this intrepid Ionian, followed by a troop of females 
rushed to the breach, wlndh they su Mtut fatly exerted tlninselves, 
ami so eJleetu.illy drove hack the besiegers, that aftci the loss ol 
an arm, Margoljretuined triumphantly fnto die cm, h-Howed by 
her biau* conypnnion^ in arms. Tmtm* was ci'ocU d to hei 
memory, which, tlfough much mutilated, is stiM in existence. 

Grionsn is mentiouejJ as allied with the memorv of Madann 
de Srviynt and her daughter. Tift* .fonJier lies fiivied in the 
parish church, under a black rnaridc tomb, upon which is tin 
following inscription ; — J > 

“ V\j f/it Marie dr HahulinA'ffantal^ Marqmsr dr Srrif/m 
diced tr Ir IS Avril 1(»}K».”* 

The castle she inhabited is in mips. During the Vandalism 
of the Resolution it was partially destroyed, and tie* sew die ol 
'Pime will soon complete the total demolition of thi> once-famed 
chat&u. 

A little to the south* of Mont dim art is Piurdatc* seated at tin 
Jbot of a very high rock. An old, “Si a id of the twelfth centun 
instituted in this village ascertain estalSishment, of which Pull 
fie la Jeimesse *as appointed the head and mm ersal heir, ^flong 
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other whimsical conditions ifnposed* by the old lady was this : 
that on a certain -day, all the lads and lasses of the village, with 
. the able de la Jeunesse at their head, should repair to her tomb, 
holding each a taper of red wax in his or her hands,, singing as 
they w&it, Requinquez- vousq met belles , requinquez- vous. {Just 
before the revolution the parliament had forbidden the ladies to 
dance andyfe se requinquer. * s 

Saint-Paul^troii-Chateaux is the ancient Augusta of the 
Tricastim.-o-AW thq monuments of antiquity fouifd in its neigh- 
bourhood prove that in days of oljjten time it was the seat of luxury : 
steel mirrors, accomj&nied always by their bdx of patches, and 
sepulchral unis, invariably adornqd with the head of the stag, seem 
to intimate that Diana was the deity, par excellence, of the place. 

At S u’g e-VjA-Ro usse , where the Templars had a monastery, 
some persons, in 1751,* who had been informed that one of 
,tlu* crimes imputed to the Templars was idolatry , and that 
they were said to have worshipped a golden goat and its kid, 
commenced almost inquisitorial jearejp among the ruins of the 
edifice for # this golden deity ; but their search was in vain, for 
they found only a crucifix and ft few pieces of money. 

The Mont Aiguille is considered ftne of the wonders of this 
department^ although it rcaljy belong as much to Iscre. The 
form of this rock has caused it to1je r named likewise Mont Inac- 
cessible^ it is so, in fadt, without the aid of machines, because 
it is larger at the top thsfa at the base. 0 Its typetic origin is 
this : the gods and goddesses having assembled, on a certain 
day, on the summit of this mountain, the hunter Ibicus had the 
misfortune fo surprise thq goddesses at their toilet. Jupiter, on 
L being informed of this circumstance, shook his ambrosial locks, 
'liiid frowning revaage, v with a thunder-bolt struck Mont Aiguille, 
and separayjcf it from thl chain to which it was formerly 
attached, ^ind ki%d poor Ibicus on the spot. So much for 
fable, — which jhall be foljowecf by a fact. On the 26th June, 
1492„Capitain Antoine Deville , in order to. please his monarch 
Charles VHI., mounted to the summit of this rock by means of 
a jnqp hine, accompanied by several persons equally bold aS him- 
self. •They were surprised, on reaching tffe end of their journey, 
to find themselves in a beautiful meadow, watered by a fountain, 
which a flock of chatfiois were peaceably grazing. The cap- 
talfe^emaijied there six days. He caused massoto be said, and 
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planted three crosses, to commemorate his daripg exploit Near 
to this mountain is one no less curious : it is split from the jtop 
to 'the bottom, and this crevice has never been fathpmed.' In 
summer the air which escapes from it is .exceedingly cqJQ, and 
in tlte winter it is equally so hot, that the shepherds repair thither 
and seat themselves on one of its ledges, to warm their feet. * 
Nyonsms a very ancient towp, founded long beforg the Chris- 
tian eta by a colony of Greeks. It is situated in a narrow defile, 
between the mountain Devez and the right hank of the Eygues , 
over which is a bridge of oife arch. In the middle of the 
bridge is ft little tower, under which it is necessary to pass: the 
gates, which formerly were opened or shut to admit the passers, 
have long ago been destroyed. The beautiful valley, which extends 
between this river and the Rhone , is very fertile, pafticularly in 
olives. There arc#two witfds circulating fn this valley that 
are very remarkable ; the one, called la Vesine , which issues frdta • 
the range of the mountains called les Piles , blows during the 
heat of the day : a littl* before this ceases, the other, named le 
Pontias , is perceptible ; it proceeds from the fissures of* the Devez, 
blows all night, is exceedingly cold and boisterous, and in 
the winter continues fronjf five in the evening until ten the 
next day ; but in the summer it i» pnly felt during; the night, 
and in extreme heats appears pometirndb to be entirely absorbed. 
It generally follows the course of the Eygues; and it is noja little 
curious to see the trees cQong one side A the river agftated, while 
those in the valley, ° at a short distance, are comparatively mo- 
tionless, and glittering witji the dew-drops of the morning, which 
the boisterous wind is scattering fronf the others in a light *spray. 
This is curious and interesting ; but* it is a much more ^expli- 
cable fact, that this hind follows the current of the stream frflTIP 
east to west on the side of flyonsf wTiile on the ppppsite side of 
the river it passes at the same tijne from west <o east. • Philoso-* 
phers have in vain attempted to explain this phenomenon. The 
historical records of this arrondissement are very melancholy, 
among which the names of Montbrun , Des Adrets , *aiyl Lesdi- 
guures\ stand conspicuous : they were all Protestants ; the 9 tws) 
latter, however, abjure! their religion. Mjmtbrun perished on 
the scaffold, and thus expiated a lifiPof crimes and cruelty. But 
Des Adrets gutdid all his*compeers in # deeds of atrocity. At 
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Mollans there are # still the regains <5f a# old castle, from the top 
of which he usod to compel his prisoners to precipitate them- 
selves, Montbrun had likewise a superb castle, near a village of the 
same flame, where he Jived in princely state; it was wonderfully 
a doni eel with every luxury, # and Mignard spent two years <ff his 
•life in ornamenting the interior with exquisite paintings in fresco. 
Its terrac^i were numerous; hut the whole^is now' in so ruinous 
i state that it thresftens daily to crush the village beneath. It 
was from due of ll^ese terraces that Montbrun , one day seeing a 
monk walking round the castfc, called for his carbine, that he 
might kill a blackbjfd, and shot the poor monk dead dfl the spot. 

On ATHLON was besieged in .the time of Louis XI., and its 
convent was burnt, and all its monW perish gd. To the north- 
east of twktillm rises the mountain of Vercors , formerly inha- 
bited hy wild hoart and hears. . Its? wood is* now richly stocked 
. \\#th game, such as the red partridge, aud hares, and lambs of 
an excellent flavour, which arc called truans . 

The fountifln of Bor Havre issuesdroiupa rock of the same name 
in large Jjuhhling drops : while the travellers exclaiming in 
tones of admiration, he is surprised to hear his words distinctly 
repeated hy the nymph of the founfc^n. 

3.— DEPARTMENT QFHAUTES-ALPES. 

This* is & frontier depjfrtmjcnt (S. E.), B compo^d of a part of 
Ilaut-Dauphint and Provence . m 

Mountains. — The French Alpcs display all tho grandeur, 
beauty, aucl picturesque Mildness, characteristic of high and 
' mountainous regions : the ^novvy sumjnit, the glacier, the ava- 
•tefichc, the foaiffing. torrent, all add tbeit imposing effects to 
their majestic grandeur. Ment Blajc is 4,810 metres above the 
rievcl of tfie sea, ^md Mont Pelvoux , the higlfest in the French 
A/j>rs, is 4,35(> ; showing Jliat there is but little difference bc- 
twcqp the two. • 

These lfiountains and their ramifications extend into seven 
(Jppgrtmcnts ; viz. : — here , Ilautes-Alges, Btmes-AlpeS, Var, 
BouJes-du-Rkone , Vauclusc, and Drome. 

The highest point of vegetation is 2,350 feet above the sgi 
# level, an<\ the highest joints of habitation are as follows :r— 
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^Feet. 

• 

• 

Feet. 

Gap 

* * * * *2,280 

Chateau de Qipryos • • 

*• 3,:3;>0 

Charges 

2,745 

Boury de Mmerlier - • 

** 4, *545 

Embrun • • 

.... 2,790 

Village de Mourin • • • 

v 5,70(< 

GuUlestre • * 

■ • • • 3)090 

Smnt-Veran 

•'* (i,IH(i 

Chateauroux 

.... 3,132 

Bourg-du- Gentvre • • • 

.. 0,22‘i 

Boury de. Vallouise 

• ••• 3,705 

Fort de rinfemet • - - - 

• • 6,20(i 

Brians on. 

3,918* 

• # 

• 



Tlic glaciers are circumsoribed by the Vallee- de4a-Grave U 
the north, la Vallouise to the 8OU01, Ic Val-Godemard to the south- 
west, an<>(fy«ww*to the west. • 

Valleys.-- The basins formed by the principal risers com- 
prehend sixty-fivp valleys. The basin of the Durance contain*- 
twenty-seven; besides that* of Guitar -de- Queyras , #w Rich sub- 
divides itself into eleven secondary valleys* The basin of the 
Bitech contains fifteen valleys; that of Eyyucs is composed * 0 ^ 
live valleys; and lastly, that of Drac into seven. All these val- 
leys derive their names •from the torrents which water them, 01 
from the neighbouring mountains. 

Rivers.— The principal rivers are the Durance , the Drue, the 
liuech , the Eygues , and tlii Guil. 

Remarkable Person^— Auger % de Balin', grand mfistcr -oi 
Malta; the troubadour Alleft de (lap ; Birord; the constable 
Lesdiguizres * Jean* Morel j cardinal de’Tencin; his sister,* the 
mother of d'Afombert ;*the celebrated Roland, mem he? of tin 
constituent assembly ; and many generals. 

This department is divided into three arrondisscmenls, viz. 
Emfo'un , Briangon , and Gap . • t . • • • 

Religion.— Roman Catholic, ijpder the jurisdiction of the* 
bishop of Digne. The reformed of th$ department Tfctve-J** 
Orpierre a consistorial church, divided into two Actions, served 
by two pastors, residing at Orpierre and at Agneux. Jhere art 
besides, temples or houses for divine jervice at Molines, Clamans. 
la Baume , Saint- Veran, Fressinizres , Saint-Laurent , Vars % and 
at the hamlet of ChazeleU The Protestants have a b*ble societv , 
a society of evangelical missionaries, and a society for religious 
tracts. • * \ 

• The j udicial government depen d#*ipon the Cour Royqjc of A m\ 
and iuis comprised in the eighth military division. 
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Gap is situated at the foot of a mountain, upon the rifcr 
Banned it 'is ail ancient town, supposed to be the Vapinicnm 
of tin?*" Romans. The cit)* itself consists of about a dftzen 
«ill-pavcd, irregular streets, the windows of which exhibit more 
paper than glass. The square, or Place St. Ammid , contains the 
cathedral , % the # prefecture, and the theatre. In the ’former is 
a mausoleum in inarble of the ounnetable de Lcsdiguieres ; the 
second is remarkable for its gardens only ; and as for the third, 
it is upon a par with that of the theatre dcs'Pygmcd^ni Paris ; 
but its doors are ever closed, rq that it answers its purpose as 
well as if it were larger, for “ nothing can qpme of nothing.” 
The terntomy of Gap is mountainous, interspersed with valleys 
fruitful in com and pasturc-lajids,* affording ample amusement 
to«the sportsman, for game is most abundant. 

The inhabitants of Gap play much at bowls, but not in the 
usual way, fo« the excellence of the go me consists in throwing 
the ball so that no one shall pick it up. Among the animal 
curiosities may be reckoned miel sheep. Each butcher keeps 
one fat, unshorn sheep; the tufts of His wool are tied with many 
coloured ribbons, and thus gaily adored he marches before his 
less happy* brethren, and«conductff Aem to the slaughter-house; 
this service performed,- he returns quietly to liis meadow, to 
browse tm tke velvet turf 1ind # drink of the crystal brook. 

Just outside of the town there are fine infahtfy barracks. ~ 

Long. 3° 44' 57" E. ; lat. 44° 33' 52". One hundred and fifty- 
two leaguesflsouth-east frqnp Paris. 

• Embrun is a very anciqpt fortified town, built on a steep 
the foot of whjeh rolls the Durance. "It ranks among the 
most elevated* towns in Eifrope: it is considered impregnable. 
In the time of # Ngro and alba, Embrun Ebrodunum enjoyed 
great privileges ^ 

Mont Dauphin may be rather called a fort than a town, for 
it consists of two mean streets only ; but the government edifices 
are handsome, being almost entirely built of red marble/ The 
churcJt'was commenced upon the design (ft St. Peter’s, at Rome, 
but it hag scarcely appcared*|)bove ground, when the choir was 
hastily finished and intlosed with wood. The cremates, the 




JbW 4e Queyfaj. 

QifEYRAS.^-Thti village is in itself of little importance ;• but 
the fortified castle, and the buildings attached t» it, # are well 
worthy of attention^ It is seated upon so steep and inaccessible a 


mountain, that the cannon which serve for its defence are founded 
on the spot. This rock is split in fwg, and the liftle sttream of 
the Guil winds through all its sinuosities, over which two bridges* 
have been thrown.* The space on whjgli the castle SawWs 
small, and there is just room eneugh for the btfrracks and the 
governor’s house, «and no m&re: they 'are encjpsdd witliin a waU, 
and fortunately in the court there is a fine and abundant spring 
of water. On one side of •the rock a frightful gorge presents 
itself, through which rushes a mountain torrent; on the other, 
broken and lofty cliffs, of many fantastic forms, add not a little 
to the wild and imposing scenery. The castle is backed^ high 
g,nd lofty glaciers. The passes fygween tiueyra & and \ % Briani;on 
are cajled the Col-des-Hayes and the Cd-de$-d' hoard : and thesell 
roads, during tight months of the year, are coveredjwithsnow, 
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and dre very dangerous to piss. Tliis # vallcy of Queyras is* In 
fact, what all thp 'valleys, both of the Alps and Pyrenees are, 
an extent of country intersected by rocks and mountains, inter-’ 
nliugle*l with actual valleys, watered by streams and rivulets/ 
or travA&el by torrents, and confined by higher mountains. • 
m At the foot of one of the high Alpes which separate the de- 
partment of the II autes- Alpes from that of Iscre, thore is an 
hospice called flo&pine-du-Lautaret, erected by the government 
for the benefit of benighted travellers. Posts are placed at cer- 
tain distiin ces on the road leac^ng to the hospice, which point 
out the way by day, and during the night lanterns are upended 
to them, and even in fa ry sno\yy weather all the day likewise, 
as guides to the houseless wanderers of these w}ld& 

Near t(f tlds hospitable dwelling there is a glacier almost per- 
pendicular, and 10Qt) feet high. f * « 

JIrian^on, the ancient Brigantia , is situated on a steep 
rock. There is but one street which can he frequented by car- 
riages, and th/\t even with difficulty, ifc is so precipitous : it is 
totally out of the question to make such an attempt in any other 
street. • Seven forts defend Briau^on ; five of them are situated 
on the. left bank of the Durance . '^hey all defend the town 
and the* valley which surrounds it; bu^ should they he captured, 
they can or course batter it 'to piedbs? or even destroy each other. 
The.highesl of these forts, the Infernal , , is so loftily situated, that 
it is impossible from the leaver grounds Uftlisiinguish its different 
parts. The communication of tliis fort with Ihe city, as well as 
of forts Trois-tetes and Randouillet, is by means of*. a bridge 
thrown* 'front rock to truck ever the Durance, which is here so 
•rapid, that although it lookj as if it could be crossed by one 
an activeiman. yet it foams and rolls with such rapidity 
that no one would dare the attempt. The bridge is hollow, and 
it is rather passed th roughs than ovef ; the spaa of the arch is 
120 feet, its height is 160 feet. 

The territory of Brian^on produces mules and cattle. There 
is a crystal lock mine in its vicinity : in 1780, a manufacture was 
established for converting tliis crystal into vases and omafnents 
of "vatjftas kinds. A kind of manna is likewise collected from 
the larch-tree, which forms %^mall article of commerce. Th^ 
ftjiosl fertile part of the •country is the beautiful valley, ^vhicli 
Extends aslfar as Oi satis, upon the road to Grenoble* The wine 
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•>iithe country is good fop nothing; "in short, tlje only wine drank 
at Brian 50 n is brought from Provence in goat-skins, on tlic backs 
of mules. Among the natural curiosities of Brianfon is ft little,, 
stream winch runs through the principal street of the Jirtvn ; in 
facf, in winter the descent of the Waters is so fapid/anft at all ' 
times so steep, that should any one fall into the stream he is hup 
ried out* of sight iij a few minutes; for it rushes through an 
opening' rfl the rock, and falls from the height of fifty feet into 
the Durance . 'The streets of the town cay only be safely tra- 
versed in winter by means of cfamp-irons fastened to the shoes. 

The wtmen of the middling ranks at Briangon are almost all 
lame, from accidents which it is difficult to avoid, arfU they arc 
nearly all yoitreuses : this complaint, which arises from the climate, 
is very common in Switzerland, and is said to proceed from the 
use of snow w alert They Are besides Tnuch exposed to fatigue 
;*nd labour. It is no uncommon thing to sec a woman dragging 
a plough, in company with two donkeys : and will it he believed, 
that in the land of j^allai^try, a labourer wilt lend his wilt* 
to his neighbor, to assist in ploughing or carting .yiauure, on 
condition that he will return thfc compliment in time of need 
Sometimes a woollen petjjfcoat may he her reward for this toil- 
some duty ; but even in the north of France the women reap, .S«c 

The department of the ifatfyes-Alpes'i s perhaps one* of the most 
interesting, as hyving been the refuge of the early Christians in 
times of persecution, afid whose descendants still iflhalflt the in- 
accessible retreats of their forefathers. They are now called 
Protestants; but the appellation is scarcely applicable to this 
body of primitive Christians, for it Wts^hcfti evidently proved, by 
the Rev. William Gilly, who has published “ the Life of Felii* 
Neff, Pastor of fhe Alps” that theig ancestors nev®P“*Ni 
embraced the Roman fajfh, but 9 tfiat through 2 succession ol 
ages they preserved the chistian faith in it§ native ^simplicity, 
uncorrupted, as given to them by the.first teacheip of Christianity. 
The situation, among their almost inaccessible mountain^ then 
solitude, their patois, and their want of pastors, ufti^ have m 
some degree contributed to cherish many local customs and pre- 
judices, which have separated them from^the rest of nJV*\ind ; 
J>ut tlie manners of this peacefuWace are comparatively pure - 
they are heritable and frank, and thfir feelings ar(j warm &n<4J 
affectionate. "Their attachment to those pastors, an«| their con- 
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sciousncss of the great benefits they luve received from their 
instruction, absence does not weaken. JVtr. Gilly relates that 
one of the mountaineers, when speaking to Felix Neff of a 
pastor" t.ho had left them, and had taken leave of them in the 
pathetic wfcrds o'f St Paul, telling tlicm that “ they should, see his 
face no more* thus expressed himself— 44 It seemed its if a gust 
of wind had blown out the torch which wa^ to light ps in our 
passage by nigfit aefross the precipice.” When the Protestants 
of Val hmtise were exterminated* when those of Val Qaeyras 
had escaped the same fate by' conforming themselves to the 
Roman Catholic religion, then these Christians of tlfe 11 antes 
AIjh's flcd'to their inaccessible rocks for refuge. In one instance 
these did not protect them; for there is a cave in which many 
had secreted themselves, which (heir inflexible persecutors 
stopped up with brushwood, which they kindled, and thus 
.destroyed the sufferers within. But the reader is referred to the 
work alluded to, which is one of intense interest.* 

In the winter these regions cannot hi traversed without diffi- 
culty: independently of the inclemency of \he weather, the 
traveller who ventures to penctritte these solitudes has to encoun- 
ter the -ravenous wolf and the no less jarful hear. 

•Long*! 4° 1 & E. ; lat. 44° 5fl\ * # 

Upon the mountain Le*Scuze tliere is a lake, renowned for its 
floating island. This island is about nine feet broad and nine 
feet w ide? : a*Tnan standing upon it can with a 'pole movejt to 
any part of the lake ; it is called the motte tremblante . Not far 
from this wonder there is a lake that /cannot he fathomed, and 
likewise a deep gulf, titaversDd at the bottom by a rapid subter- 
raneous torrent, the noise of y hich is evidently heard, though its 
far beyeftid tj?3 reach of the human eye. 

The inhabitants of this department f re, many of them, objects 
of commiseration, ,’f poverty cap be termed An evil, where it 
produces a display of charity rarely met with in more luxuriant 
countries. Here, if a poor man die, and leave a widow and 
helpless orphan children, his previous anxiety on their account 
is small ; for if they be sick, he knows the neighbours will assist 
to nuu$ them: if thjir cottage fall into ^ecay, the neighbours 
•« • 

5? 1 • Menioii of Felix Neff, Pastor of the*High Alps, Jkc by William 
Stephen Gilly, M. A., Prebendary of Durhaffi, frc. London. 8vo. 1832* 
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will repair it: tliey wi'd till the field, and if one of the' cattle 
perish, they will replace it. Money is devoted* by the com par a- 
. tively wealthy, and labour by the strong, to repair those evils 
which Providence inflicts, as the fountains of benevolepfce, from 
whence springs such god-like chanty. “ * 

In the canton of Briqp$on, if a cow or sheep fall, and is «u 
hurt tlmt; it must Jje killed, the loss falls upon the community 
at larged When a child has attained the •age of one year, the 
parents purchase an ewe-lanfb ; when this himb is fall grown its 
ewe-lambs are all preserved, So -that by the time the child is 
sixteen, ?f a girl # shc has a dot, a portioij, and if a boy he has a 
flock to commence the world with. % 

Many of their* customs are not only singular, but interesting 
and curious ; for example the following : — • 

In the eommuru* of Guiiraumz-Pcroi&e, af the village of An- 
drieiix, where the inhabitants are deprived during one hundred 
days of the bright beams of the sun, there is a fete, called Le 
retour du soldi, on the 10th jf February. At th£ dawn of day, 
lour shepherds tyinounce, to the sound of fifes and trumpets, the 
commencement of this joyous Ray. Every cottager having pre- 
pared an omelette, the el$st inhabitant of the village, to whom 
the title of Venerable is gpivgn^ leads Jhe way to the square ; Iwre 
they form a chain and dance .the ferartdola round him : after the 
dance is concluded, he leads the way lo a stone bridge at the 
entjgnce of tine village, the shepheras playing upbn uieir rural 
instruments the while. Every one having deposited his omelette 
on the stone coping, tJjey repair to a neighbouring meadow, 
where the dancing recommences- aliil edhtinues until the first 
rays of the sun gleam athwart the velvet turf : the dance then* 
instantly ceases, each one hastens for his paftcake, an J'fifcfclkg 
it up, presents it as an o tiffing tit tf?e god of da^ T# ; Jhc Venerable 
holds his up witfl both his liaqds. As soon* as the # sun shints 
upon die village the procession returns to the square, where the 
party separates, and every one repairs to his own home^to eat 


his pancake with his family. This ceremony c&nnof fail to rccal 
the heathen mythology to the reader, who must see in # it Jhe 
offerings made to Apollo ; or, perhaps, it ipay be the regains of 


come druidical superstition, as th^druids paid particular devo- 
tion to the »un ; at any nete, it is a cuflous vestige of some reli^l 
gion long since gone by. In some of the communes of this 

• 8 • . 9 j * 
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department the dejd are wrapped in a* winding-sheet, but are 
not inclosed in a ooffin. In the valleys of Qpeyras and of Grave , 
_tj>e doad arc suspended in a barn during five months in the % 
vintcr "tijtil the earth he softened by the sun’s rays, •when the 
'corpse is cansigtfed to its natfve element. All funereal ceremo- 
nies are closed by eating and drinking. In some communes 
the people carry a flagon of wine to the church-yard ; anjUm the 
return of the guests the home of the deceased, it lWbomes a 
scene of bacchanalian revels, in wlrfcli the groans' and sighs of 
the mourners mingle with the. soifgs and jests of the inebriated 
guests. At Aryenlictr , after the burial, the tables arc* set out 
round the 4 clmreh-yard ; that of the curate and the mourning 
family over the grave itself. The dinner concluded, the nearest 
relation talces^a glass ; his example is followed by the rest, repeat- 
ing with him, A la stoite da paavve m'ort. * 
t Mie dress of the women consists of a coarse woollen garment, 
and their ornaments, of a silver or iron chain round their waists. 
Their shoes arc** about an inch thi^k ill the sole ; to which is 
added a natf, the head of which is nearly as layge as a walnut, 
in order to enable them to climb the mountains, which are steep 
and slippery. The chamois and manrf^tte abound in the neigh- 
bourhood. Indeed the skins of the foqner constitute an article 
of commerce*; and the lattef form the nches of the little emigrants, 
who quit their mountains' to seek a scanty subsistence elsewhere. 
The elder' 1 wanderers act as*schoolraasters, water-carriers, porters, 
scissor-grinders, &e. During the absence of the husbands and 
sons, the wives occupy themselves in making cheeses, which are 
excellent. If* new bread foe* asked for by a traveller in these 
fegions, he will be presented, with that which has been baked 
tlwaeidt^iour months, f$r among themselves ‘they never eat it 
until it he six \nonths old ; \l is then ^craped with a knife, and 
reduced to powder. , Travelling in tlfis part of •’France may be 
agreeable to the tever of nature and tlie artist, for on every side 
they wijl be lost in admiration at the romantic and grand scenery 
which surrounds them— perpendicular rocks, round which wind 
roads so dangerous that the most cautious and skilful muleteers 
frequent fail in guiding their beasts safely down the circuitous, 
and in soipe cases, angular %»utes, — foaming torrents in the* 
fpdlev, — overhanging wodlls, and snow-crowned pea^s towering 
to the cloqds, amidst which occasionally Hhe spire of a church i* 
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faintly marked against* the clear Iky, — and % besidc the peaceful 
house of prayer rise$ the frowning battlement, •with all its attend- 
ant concomitants of war. Such arc the scenes which present * 
themselves in this department, and some of those which adjoin it. 


* SECTION XXH. 

THE ANCIENT PROVINCE CM-’ LVONNOIS 

• * 

LL* TUNING THE DEPARTMENTS OF 1JJ1RE AND RHONE. 

% 

I.— DEPARTMENT OF LOIRE. 

« 

This is an inland department, (ventre,) composed of a part ol 
Lyonnais called Foray, and Ityaujulais. • 

Soil. — This department consists of a plain, through vthich 
Hows the Loire; it is exceedingly fertile, producing corn in small 
quantities, excellent pasturage, fruits, and wi*e in perfection. 
The adjacent mountainous^districts are stony and unfruitful. 

Mountains. — That brandi of the Ccvennes denominated 
Mountains of Rhone , ru% from north to south, along the eastern 
i ron tier. The chcsnutyree abouyds in these mountain^. « 

Rivers. — The Loire nfnf from south to north, intersecting it 
almost into two equal parts. The * Rhone passes along the 
eastern frontier. ’ * * 9 

TIines. — Thefe are very fine mines .of lead and coal in thi* 
department, as well as^quarries of mill-stones and flints. 

Remarkable Persons. — Jacqrtes Ft met ty , Sa%t Sjinplumen- 
tie- Lays, tlie family of Forez , ablje Duyuel , Duverdier , Vc. * 

This department is divided into tlir^c artondisse mcftl p ** / — 
Montbrisson , Rianni , aijd St. Etienne. It ^'included in tin 
nineteenth military division. 

CHIEF TOWNS. 

Montbrisson, seated on the river Reaze , is the, capital : it is 
tok /ably well built, but the streets are irregular, atfd the ruins 
of its castle is the only object of interest it contains. TJitfhiJtorie 
records of this town are too melancholy tb dwell upon ; suffice it 
to say, that the monster fits Adrets figures in them as one of till 
chief actors. » A Gascon whom he had made prisoner at the ^ie^*' 
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of Montbrisson, whicjji he had reduced to a*>heap of ruins, was the 
last of many whom he had selected as objects of his particular 

• ;ccngeance. The unfortunate companions of this poor man had 
all perished, by the leap they were compelled to take from the 
battlements. > Thrice this man drew back when in the attitude 
of Springing, tehrified at the fate which awaited him. Des Adrets 
mocked him, called him coward, and at length said, “'J give 
you one more chance*” The Gascon, without being discon- 
certed, turned* to the l>aron, and said, “ Eh ! 'trim, sandis , Ions 
qui parlez, monsieur le varan , jt hnhs le donne en trois Des 
Adrets, who had rematne<J deaf to the cries of thousauefs, par- 

• doned the Groscon. 

The inhabitants of this town manufacture painted cloths and 
coloured paper*. Its territory produces mulberry-trees, silk, and 
mineral waters. r • • 

JLotig. 1 ° 42' E. ; lat. 43° 32'. One hundred and three leagues 
south-east from Paris ; sixty-one posts and a half. 

Saint-Etienn^.— T he chief occuj^itioif of the people of this 
town is in making fire-arms, cutlery, and all kinds of iron ware. 
The small river Furens , in the neighbourhood, is excellent for 
tern pering^ the metal, and the earth aboijids with whetstones for 
sharpening ayd polishing it ; •besides^ which, there are large 
mines of peat-coal, which is* useful iji the forges. One of the 
mines ignited, and in 17l£, an opening being mq/le, the flames 
burst forth, anti it was witTi much* difficulty ^thea fissure was 
stopped up and the current of air checked. Near Saint Charmont 
there is a coal-^nine, containing some very curious scaly ’stones, 
which when split hear tlfe'ettgWed impressions of one or more 
leaves on the one side, aud on 4he other half the leaves are cm- 
bosSEti^THit what refiders/this phenomena the* more curious is 
this, that all tly)se # leaves belong to pl^ts which arc foreign to 
France, and •are ontytto be found ;n the East Ifidics, or in the 
burning climates of America. , 

• Mont sPilate , which rises eighteen hundred feet above the v\ aters 
of the JRhotif,\s not far from Saint-Charmont. It derives its 
nama frym Pontius Pilate, who, banished by^Tiberius, sought an 
asylum i ft this mountain. The surface of this mountain offers 
an. agreeable walk to the botaniSt, for it is comparatively smooth 

* The Gascons use the b for the v ; and vice versa, the v for 
the b. 
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and practicable ; it abounds with Alpine plants and birds 6i cvrtry 

description : from its summits the mountains of Switzerland and 
■ Auvergne may be seen. The goats’-milk cheeses, made in its, 1 
neighbourhood are excellent. * 

•Roanne is the ancient capitftl of Ro an &ez, .named also 
Rodunma. This town owes its present prosperity ‘to an English- 
man, Who established several manufactories within it; besides 
this, itlfcas become the mart for all the fnerefianbise of Lyons, 


Languedoc , and Provence , destined for Paiy, which*are conveyed 
from thence by the canal de Rfriafe. The ancient college built 
by the Jesuits ft very fine. • 

Long. 1* 44' 30" E. ; lat. 40? 2' 29". Ninety-two leagues south- < 
east from Paris* 

There is a mountain near Ferns which rises fwm the middle 
of a plain: it is purely basaltic*, and is 1 evidently an extinguished 
volcano, although neither crater nor any other indication oteub- 
terraneous fire is visible. The wine called Cotcrotie , so highly 
valued, is produced in "this department. 


9 

2.- DEPARTMENT OF RHONE. 


The department of the Rhone js inland (E.) and is formal of - 
the Lyonnois and BeaujotB , ifc * • 0 

Soil. — The soil contains much mineral riches: it is .gene- 
rally stony, gnd therefore well fitted for the culture flf the vine, 
Wffifeli thrives exceedingly in silicious earth. 

Mountains. — The face of the country presents a map of 
mountains and hills, enclosing piaturegejue valleyft, buT of small 
extent. The Cevennes extend from north to south ; and amon£ 
these the Mont Pilate ij the most elevated.* At the of 

this mountain is a small lake o( great depth, which is the source 
of the Gersandm The neighbouring inhabitants affirm that Jbe 
excavation or basin which this lake occupies w r as formed by 
the gold-mine once worked by Pontius Pilate; and as the river 
does in fact carry with it some small flakes of gold? the legend is 1 
as firmly believed as that the lake now exists. •ThS miserable 
beings who waste tlfeir time in collecting these pailletqfoi fjold 
m are called wpailleurs. In the sjpnmer-time a cloud of vapour 
rises^ from this lake, which progressively yet rapidly covers ril 
the neighbouring forests, and which is only dispersed by ^severe 
thunder-storm. “ 
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. Grotto ties Estrois . 

Rivers.— -The Rhone and the Saune are the two navigable 
rivers : the Grier and the torrent d* heron are tributaries of the 
Rhone ; the Ardiere and the Azcryue ofyhe Saone. The interim 
navigation is promoted by the c?nal of Gipors, which is connected 
by a rail -road with the Rko,ie and the Loire. 

Mines. — T he mineral riches of this department are very con- 
siderable. ' Its* mountains Contain gold. At Clirsry and Saint - 
Bel arc the richest copper-mines in France. At Ponte the lead- 
mines contain silver; and at Saint-Fay-V Argentihre there art- 
pit-coals,’ in Uhich slate* i§ Cound, hearing the impression ol 
plants, fishes, be. Rock crystal, common amethyst, porphyry, 
black^ri'cep blue, p arple^t and reddish.-. Many fossil shells are 
found in Mont d Or. 1 „ 

JjEarn ed JSociETfjgs. — A school of arts and trades, a collection 
of monuments ; an academy of science, one belles-lettres, and 
arts; apd also a literary society, be. be. 

Remarkable Persons. — The emperors Caracalla and Claudius 
Nero ; the poet Sidonius Apollinarius; pope Clement. IV. ; Ver- 
nier; Roland; tne sanguinary CHalier ; and marshal 

Svchet. m 

• .Religion.— Roman Catholic; forrniEg part of the % diocese of 
Lajosh The Protestants have a consis f orial church and two 
temples? 1 • 
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T&is department is divided into 4 wo arrondissements, viz. Lyan 
and Villefranche . 

CHIEF TOWNS. 

JLyon. — The history of this city is traced Ijack so 'fitr as six 
hundred years before the Christian era. Its foundation is attri- 
buted to a colony of Greeks, under the command of their leader 
Momorps, who btftng compelled by thg Phacians settled at 
Marseilles, to proceed up, the Rhone, they continued their 
voyage until they reached $ mountain •upon the confluence 
of the dtaone and the Rhone, upon which a very large flock 
of crows settled. This was considered Ti good omen Momorus, 
and here he laid the first stone of his city, calling it Luydunnm , * 
from Lygdos, which signifies a crow. In the time of * r ero it had 
become a most important Roman colojiy ; but unfortunately, in 
the reign of that emperor, it was consumed by a raging fire in the 
'course of one night. Seneca interceded with his master, afid 
persuaded him to contribute largely to the restoration of the 
ruined city, much about th i same time that Rome was destroyed, 
with his connivance, if not by his actual orders, f>y the same 
destructive clement. It> present name of Lyon is derived from 
Mark Antony, as welPal its arms, viz. a lion, which was^the , 
attribute or emblem givcfti»to Math Antony. This great war- 
rior had erected a fine aquetluct, which 'Conducted the waters of 
Furens to tlje* city, from t^e distance of seven .leagues. The 
jffTJfcccnt mountain of Fourvtifes derives jts name from a superb 
market .built by Trajan, and which was in existence in tlie time 
of Charles le Chauve . The presen* city (foes not actually occupy 
the same spot ; it is built between the Rhone and the Saonft, 
and is, next to Baris, tljp finest city m Fjxyicc. Tift; IJptel de 
Ville is a magnificent building ; i* is of an oblong form, consist- 
ing of two fineJronts joined together by tw<^vrin£b ; it is saic^to 
rival that of Amsterdam. T&o groups, representing the Rhone 
and the Saone, are place4 on each side of the vestibule ; they 
formerly ornamented the statue of Louis XIV., whjph was placed • 
in hie middle of the Place Terreaux . • • 

It was in the clAirch of Si. Jean that the body of*St Eouis 
# was placed, on its way to Paris, j^ien brought from Tunis, where 
that, monarch died. Th£ clock of this church used *to be ^coijj- , 
pared to tCafrof Strasbourg; but it is out of repair, having been* 

, totally neglected since the year 1793. The fac# of dn^Kal is of 



402 


TOPOGRAPHICAL HISTORY OF FRANCE. 


an elliptical form, and die hand was so ingeniously contrivcdTThat 
as it passed over th£ narrow part of the ellipse it shortened itself 
six inches. A cock placed upon the dome, fthich surmounts the 
clock, airtioimced the hour by flapping his wings and, crowing 
three tidies; a Swiss placed upon the balcony which crowns this 
dqpie, struck the hours with a hammer. The chapter formerly 
belonging to this church was exceedingly powerful ; it was com- 
posed of thirty-two capons, who were counts® of Lyon, and they 
bent only onejtnee at the elevation ofjthe host / The churches of 
Saint Pauly Saint Flzier, and of. the Cordeliers, are flue build- 
ings. The church of Saint Irinte contains an inscription to the 
memory of * 9,000 Christians who suffered martyrdom under the 
reign of the emperor Severus : a well is still pointed out as con- 
taining mdfcy of their bones. The church of Ainay occupies the 
spot upon which sixty Gajilist nations had erected a temple to 
the memory of Augustus. In the ninth year of the Christian era, 
Donus, father of Claudius, instituted games which were celebrated' 
near this altar, when prizes for eloquence and poetry were distri- 
buted. Caligula, who seemed born- ,o sport with the lives and 
feelings of mankind, imposed the following fines upon the van- 
quished they were compelled to furnich the prizes of the victors, 
i»«djpublicly to efface their own writing with a sponge, or, as it 
might please the whim ofi the emp^fbr, with their tonyues . If 
they refused to fulfil these , terms, they were either whipped, or 
without fu tlie^ ceremony flung into, the Rhone. 

& Hospice des Anticailjes , situated upon the side of the inoun&ui 
Fourvicres, receives its name from the circumstance that jit is not 
possible to. dig ^vi thin itg vicinity without finding *some remains 
Q f antiquity. The palace of the Praetor formerly occupied this 
site ; sgvcidl empe^oys sojourned within its walls, and the em- 
perors Claudius* and Antonina f were bom there. The college 
possesses an otoervajory, from .which maybe discovered the moun- 
tains of la Grande Chartreuse, and beyond them the higher Alps, 
covered with perpetual snows! The library fronts the Rhone; it 
is admired anfl valued even by those who have seen that of the 
Vatican at Rome. The view from this building is sqperb. The 
mus£utfi <f?n tains many precious relics of antiquity. The botanic 
gardens, The hospital, and the Uieatre, are all equally deserving 
the notice of the curious traveller. Le Quai St. Claire unites all 
tlfe majesty of the Quai Voltaire with the t beauty of tLe Boule- 
vards of- Paris, n The- beautiful AUie de Ptrrochty commonly , 
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called travaux de Pempck& 9 from* the name of its author, is, a 
delightful walk. On the banks of the Saol^p stands the archi- 
* ‘episcopal palace : it was in the court of this palace that the 
unfortunate Protestants, condemned by # the massacre oj St. Bar- ' 
tliblomew, were executed. The Aridiers upon this occasion re«- 
fused to execute the commands of their superiors* and the public 
executioners followed *their # praiseworthy example, and the 
butchers of the town performed the repugnant officA The bridges 
of Lyon are hot remarkable for their beauty ; that opposite the 
archbishop’s palace, over the §aone, is the finest. On the oppo- 
site sidt of the^Saone is a rock called Pderre seize , upon which 
was a fortress that had been used as a state-prison : Bouia Sforza, < 
duke of Milan* le baron des Adrets, the duke of Nemours, De 
Thou, and Cinq Mars, were confined within it. • ft? 1793, this 
fortress was destroyed. The .statue -of J*an de Cleberg , called 
I'homme de la Roche , has been replaced upon this rock; hq was 
a native of Nuremberg, who had adopted Lyon as his country. 
Under Francis (he First, he consecrated his arms to the service 
of that king, apd his fortune to his adopted cauntryjnen. He is 
represented armed cap-a-pie, Molding a halberd in his right hand, 
and in his left a purse, j 

The coffee-houses of tyon almost^excel those of Paris In luxtM*>. « 
The political events of wtich Lyoif has been the* theatre, have 
been alreacfy ipentioned in tile history '(^France. 

_Lj/ on is one of thS most eommerilal town* of« Frfncp. The 
manufactures consist of gold and silver stuffs* leather, hats, caps, 
ribbons, % silk stockings, gauzes, mercery, artificial flowers, buttons, 
gold and silver lace, printed cloth#, <$e<*«8cc. # % 

The pont Saint Esprit is one *)f the most singular bridges ill 
Europe. Many YabuhmB accounts ar\ given of its origin; but 
the simple matter of fa|t is, that\he first stonfi was laid on the 
12th Septembef, 1265, by'the prieur de Saj0*Saturnin du pert , 
Jean de Tyanges , and tint the worlj once commenced was com- 
pleted in 1309, in the rVgn of Philippe-le-bel, who, in prder to 
perpetuate his joy on this occasion, exempted the bridge and its * 
dependencies from the jurisdiction of the principffl ctiurch of St. 
Saturnin; ordering ^esid^s, that the alms of the fhitMgiT should 
i be devoted to the service of the diapel and hospital,* which had 

* "This A»gital was established in 12^1 ; it contained twelve 
donnees, whose business It was to assist in constructing the- bridge, and 
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been built close to it. The Inhabitants jof Saint Saturin were 
at that period almost all devoted to a religious life, and they had 
contributed largely to the funds for the erection of this bridge.’ 
Philippes Iso imposed a. tax, called petit blanc , of five farthings, 
Tours money, for every minof of salt (a measure equal to thftc 
bufhels) which ascended the Rhone. Such is the origin of this 
bold piece of architecture of the piiddle ages, which lias stood 
the current o? the rapid Rhone during six hundred years. 

This bridge, which is not constructed in a straight line, is 
formed of two parts, which meet' at an obtuse angle, where the 
current is strongest. It is 2550 feet long ; the passage tfi'er it is 
12 feet f , and to the outer edge of the parapet it measures 17 
feet. This is the great defect of the bridge— accidents sometimes 
happen, ana always much inconvenience is the result of this 
confined, narrow public road, which is dangerous, in the hours 
of principal traffic, for foot-passengers to traverse. It might, 
easily be widened on each side, by a balcony of cast-iron, or even 
of wood, projecting nine feet wide, for the' use of foot-passengers. 

The pier at which the angle is for lied is catted^, Saint Nicolas ; 
it is considerably longer than aiYy of the others. The bridge 
consists of 36 arches of different sizes; ?hc largest are f)f> feet in 
u.v" "pan.* It is erected partly upon pdes and partly upon a 
rocky foundation : 277 feet rest upSn the latter, and 888 upon 
piles. Jts height from the water is about 48 fpet The piles 
consist of 'solid masses of circular masonry, upon v hich rest the 
hexagonal piers of solid masonry, and from these spring the arcfies. 
These piers, where the stream is strongest have been pierced with 
many holes, through wbithjhe current passes. Many accidents 
formerly happened in the navigation of the Rhone, near this 
bridge ; but in latter yea/s, accurate cognizance has been taken 
of its depth, the hature of the* soil benejtjth it, the strength of the 
current, the shallovn^ &c. ; and experienced pilofc now' meet the 
passage-boats at ^stated places, and fat a small compensation 

• some of them prere deputed to go and beg in Christian countries, for 
money to ascst ip completing the work ; and twelve sopurs donates, taho 
submitted to certain rules and wore a particular drqps : their otfice consisted 
in nursinf-^the sick work-people and attei^ling to their comfort. The 
hospital having been destroyed, tS erect the citadel upon its site, this 

* vj-titvtion gradujjUy dwindled'away, and totally disappeared ft the period 
of the evolution of 1789. 
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conduct them safely through the perilous navigation of this river. 
The distance between Avignon and Lyon hf land is 2i0 miles; 
•the sinuosities of thb river make it much greater by water, yet 
the passage is effected in ten hours. j ‘ ‘ 0 

•The passage through the bridge is terrifying to a °strangcr. 
The prow of the vessel is directed precisely towards the jjier 
which it is to pass ; tlifl rapidity of the stream gives velocity to 
the vessel that is Inconceivable ; it appears aS it would be 
dashed to pieces against tl^p bridge ; hut the wavij, which is in- 
cessantly increased round thc.pier by the resistance of the latter, 
hursts, and rushing through the arch, it gurries the boat with it. 
This operation is instantaneous, and Ihc affrighted 1 * stranger on % 
turning lire head, or opening his eyes — for terror often compels 
him to shut them— sees the bridge far, far hchind^hWA, 

Long. 2° 29' E. ; lat 45® 52'. .One^ hundred and eleven 
leagues south-east from Paris. t 

About a league from Lyon is the celebrated lie Barbed so 
often described by thc^poet, so often painted by jhc artist, that its 
beauties scarcely strike tilde who are familiar with their produc- 
tions. Vile harbe is an object of interest as well a*> beauty. 
Tradition affirms, that ijt former times this island was covered 
with impenetrable forests, within ^the dark precincts of vhicj^hft* 
Druids celebrated the ifl^terics 5f« their cruel religion, which 
has been aftcady described." In the reign of Septimius Severus, 
when the Clyistians were obliged t»flee for safety to the inac- 
SBSUhle caves affid recesses of die mountains, to the dark glens 
of the forests, a body of these persecuted beings took refuge in 
the lie Barbe . In 24b, A.D., a» mopastery w4fc built on the 
northern extremity of the island^ which was consecrated to the 
apostle St. Andrew in jjjpifCular, and to the, rest of the apostles. 
Saint Ambroise, Saint j^aurice, and Saint Loup, who was arch- 
bishop of Lycfn* were among the celebrated ehtfradlers who issyed 
from this monastery. 'Abe early kings of France patronized this 
religious house, and enwwed it largely. ^ t* the height of its 
prosperity, a band of Saracens sailed up the Phoiyj, committing • 
dreadful devastations oh Jhch side the river: the tfmples were 
pillaged, the altars •throw down, the ^houses sacke^lAe Inha- 
bitants murdered, and t^e fores^ burnt. * Vile Barbe partook in 
thi^ fatal ^alamity ; non was it untibthe reign oi (f harlcm agpct 
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" The Island qf Barbe. 


llifit the monastery was rebuilt The religious ceremonies cele- 
brated at Easter and Pentecost, drew an immense crowd of pil- 
grims to this beautiful spot, who, af^r the performance of their 
religious d litres, assembled, agreeably to the customs permitted by 
their religion, in the most festive scenes of gaiety and song. The 
religious fetes have disappeared with the? 'monastery ; pilgrimages 
to the Isle of Rarbe are, however, Still pqrfcrtned, but for the purposes 
of pleasure only. The waters of the«Saone glide so gently round 
this island, ^hat they more rgpemble those of, a laker than a flowing 
stream, and might well excite that most beautiful t exprcssu|p*«/ 
Csesar — “ that with the*eyes it is not possible to discern which 
way the fiver f €ows. w * Formerly Vile* Bar be was approached 
fy boats; but suspension-bridges now connect it with the oppo- 
site sides of the river.' r t , 

Villefranch^ is comptfsedjof one lonjotrect, and its cathedral, 
from its antiquity, js the only builcling w&thy of being mentioned. 
The beauty of the weftnen is also named As one of its distinguish- 
ing characteristics. The wines of Confrieux are celebrated, the 
, muslin^ of Tarare deserve notice; ancxnow the description of tlie 
interesting department of the Rhone if finished. 

* ^ Ffujwen est Arar, qilod per fines jEduorfim et Sequanorum in 
Rhodanum influit increditiili lenitgte; ita*it oculis, in utram partem 
fiuat, judicariTnon possit.” — Cqp. de Bell, (tall . lib. i. c. 12. 
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DEP/RTMENT OF HAUTE SAONE, 

SECTION* XXIII.^ 

' • THE ANCIENT PROVINCE OF FRANCHE COMJ'i, 

CONTAINING THE DEPARTMENTS Of HAUTE SApNE, ’doT%S, AND. 
JURA. 


1.— DEPARTMENT OF HAITtE SAONE. 

This is an inland deportment .(E.) formed of the bailliagc of 
Avion e t and a part of Franche m 

Soil. — The soil is sufficiently luxuriant to produdb cq^n, and 
the vine, with abundance of vegetables. 

Mountains. — The Vosget border it on the east^tbdjr are here 
round, and received the name of ballpn, the ballon de Lure , 
of Servanc e, &c. m 

% Rivers. — The Saone rises in this department, and traverses, 
from north-east to sopth-west, the Caney L^ilerne and the 
Ognon. § 

Forests. — Tlie forests furnish much timber for building; 
they occupy the mountaii^, amidst the most picturesque scenery 
of torrents, cascades, loftv mountains, and deep valleys.* 

Mines.— Iron and coalfwe plentiful. • 

Mineual*Waters.— Theft are several of these in this depart- 
ment. The ^fiiblishment at Luxeuil is the mo g celebrated in 
FRffiae. * * ’ . 

Religion. —Roman Catholic, forming part of the diocese of 
Besan$on. The Protestints have a chy^ch at Ihricomrt^ upon 
which five pastors are dependent; hnd die Jews have thrce» 
synagogues. Haute iSW^Kfpends for jts j qt^oial adnflnistration 
upon the Cour Royale o£ Besaygm, and it fovms part of the 
sixteenth militaj^ division. . 

The department is diwed into three arrondissements. viz. : — 
Verouly Gray, and Lure . ' 


CHIEF TOWNS. 

V r EsouL is a town df no iiterest ; it is Seated at the Sjof of*the 
Jbfotte de Vesouly a solitary inountap 90,000 feet in ciroumference 
at thqfoot, rising from ihetplain in the 4orm 0 f a cmie! Tlj^pnl j 
buildings worth looking yt are the cathedral and theSotel-d^ille. " 
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!♦. alsc^ contains an orangery, a nursery-ground, and barracks; 
and all telold.- Tic environs are, however, more attractive. Not 
far from the town is the Puiti-frai* , an immense natural well, ■ 
’ eighty ijjct \tide, and one hundred and twenty deep, terminating 
•in the f8rm of a tunnel. Tb* water may be seen bubbling frun 
a fissure in the rock; but when it rains, tlie well is filled by 
subterraneous springs, which soon overflow the plain : it is even- 
said, that if *the‘ min 0 continue forty-eight hours, a jet el'eau will 
vise to the height of twenty or thirty feet. In 1557, when the 
Spaniards laid siege ®to this town^and had almost succeeded in 
compelling the inhabitants to open their gates, a heavjtrain fell 
on thc^MtM November, and in twenty-four hours afterwards this 
well overflowed its brink, and laid the adjacent ctfhntry under 
water. r Jflbc Spaniards imagined that the besieged bad opened 
their sluices, and fled, 'leaving behind them jtlieir artillery and 
stores. There is also a mineral spring in the vicinity, which has 
neither taste nor smell. 

Its environs produce com, vines, wood, and pasturage. 

Long. 11° 19' 39 /# E. ; lat. 47° 37' 50^. Eighty-five leagues south- 
east from Paris. Forty-three ports and a half. * 

Near Noyon , which lies to the east? of AW/, is a grotto of 
oz ^\ r h beauty, in which a stream that* crosses it freezes in the 
summer, anti flows freely in*the wiEttfr. 

Lnxeiul is celebrated for its warfti baths ; and if tve except its 
cheeses, called Tites de Moines , jtliis town possesses no other 
attraction. t 1 

The little village of Jonvelle gave birth to the celebrated La 
Trewouulc, vflio so faithfully served Eouis XI., Charles VIII., 

• Louis XII., and Fmncis f., and who was killed at the battle of 
Pavia, wlftne his jmfortjmate masit/ was made prisoner. The 
public carriages in this part*of« Franc^ are not the most conve- 
nient ; they Consist of two benches facing the^sjdes of the roads, 
die travellers sitting back to back ; twyleathcrn curtains, in ease 
of bad weather, protect them from raj?? or snow. 

Gray, si Suited on the declivity of^a hill, at the fopt of which 
flows the 8a one through a beautifurfvalley, contains a college, a 
library p^small theatre, ‘■and a fine b^dge 6ver tlie Saone. There 
are many mills in its vicinity; thaW which is near the bridge 
grills dailf 1^,000 killograms of wheat. It has a considerable 
trad* in wines, iron, and com. 
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• There are a number of -grotto^, eavef, and gul(s, jjApersad 
throughout this department In one of therefore diwBfered, in 
1300, the fossil bones described by Cuvier in his great work. 



3.— DEPARTMENT OF DOURjS- 
This is a frontier department (E.) ; it is composed pf an union 
of the ancient Cimti de Montbekard and part erf Franehe-Comte. ] 
Soil. — This depertmen is divided into three distinot regions, 
denominated the Plains, me Moyepne^and the Haute MontapUt 
The Plame is the most fertfle, and produces all kinds of grain, 
and in some parts the vine is Cultivated/ La Moyenne Montague 
rises to about nfhe hundred feet above the Plait**, soft yet it is 
t w e fo n hundred feet beneath thd valleys of the Haute Mentagrte. 
The lattep is principally occupied by thh&asd almost impervious 
forests, and their summits tore oOrweeheiitlMpe w durStg si* months 


for cattle. M i ^ * 

Mountains. F on frafl Cn s of to the chain 

of Alpes^oxenfg&t dej Jlpwnt They tttJjUvf a cAka-id* 
nature, intermingled witA aljWlnnte bed* « c&y, sdjstus, and 
marl; they present a ppeek Wunbeif of natural* curiosStieg and 
points of jucturesque ^cautykndgnmdeur. , 

FoAasm.UTheee o^nsi^siiwipelly of oaks, pinss, Iflech, and 
yoke-elm, or hortbeapa * 

. Mauais or M *n«W * -‘jfi»ese y-ifcto number, Wihat of 

Ae 8mm & t/S condder^k extent; jhew are abo^tur tefces. 

whkh m Unfdry season sometlmee beuomamanhSP 

• • _ 
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' Rivers.— T en rivets and v two hundred and fifty streamlets 
water tfilfe departpfent; and eight thousand springs have been 
enumerated within its territory. 

The fymt>8 is the most remarkable ; first, on account of its 
4 fall, cafied the Stmt de Doubt ; and secondly, that in consequence 
ofrits windings and sinuous course, it twice traverses the depart- 
ment in its greatest length. It is navigable in some parts, and 
receives the <jari<il frqm the Rhdne to the Rhine. 

Mines.— rUpon the slant of thq Mont d'Or there are silver 
mines ; but they are not worked* Iron abounds ; and quarries 
of gypsum, marl, anci free-stone 'are likewise found in 

Min&r Xl Waters. — The sulphurous waters of Guillon , near 
Baume , are much frequented, and there are many Others of less 
note. Mfc'h salt is also collected in the department,. 

Learned Societies.— There are at Besan^m. a Lyceum, an 
Academy of Belles-Lettres, Sciences, and Arts, a Cabinet of 
Natural History, be. 

Remarkable Persons.— Cardinal Granville ,* Millot , the 
historian; Cuviei'; La Stour Mart fy ; Charles Nodier ; Victor 
Hugo, be. n * 

Religion. — Roman Catholic, forcing part of the diocese of 
The Protestants have a consistorial church at Be- 
sanpMy upon which two pastors a^e- dependent. The anabap- 
tists have likewise a place of worship at Montbeliard since the 
commcnflamqnt of the eighteenth century. Tbo priests wear no 
particular costume ; they have, in common with their lay brpfh-'ui, 
long beards, and olothes without buttons. The women wear black 
or dark' coloured stuffy r 

This department is divided into four arrondissemens, viz.:— 
Rcsangoiti Baume-le$-Danwj Mb,, ^liard^ Pontarlier. Its civil 
government depends Upon,, the Cour fivjdk of Bcmn$on. It is 
comprised ifi the sixth military division, 

CHIEF tWjIS. 

BifSAifpon, anciently Vesonthal is of Roman ' extraction; 
at'afiy*-rate it was the capital Apf la* Seqwmte, under the 
Caesars. It was* at this place tha^ the cross is said to have 
O appep.red v ;to Constantine, previous *o his public professioii 
of^hrisuanuy*. His son Cristus Qmm passed his jotithftd days 
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at This unfortunate youijg man became subse^uehtty 

a victim to the rage of Tiis step-mother Fausla, an^T w&c'put to 
death at Pola in Isfcria. The Btiontints, however, erected a 
magnificent triumphal arch to his memory, which is distin- 
guished by the name of Portc-Noi?e. Charlemagne lS&towed 
great largesses upon this town, presented it with two tables, tjje 
one of gold, the other of silver, and greatly augmented its privi- 
leges. The inhabitants took Tor their device-* IV et Cmari 
fideles perpetuo, and erected to the memory of the emperor a 
bronze statue, mounted on an eagle, which they placed upon the 
summit o| the present Place Shint Pierre. In 1798 this statue 
was converted into pence. Upon the feftintain des Cawnes* was a 
statue of thcjDuke of Alva ; but this being in stone, escaped the 
like degradation/ While Louis XIV. besieged it, aj^tdd capu- 
chin friar vcijnfrequently took his station iff a sentry-box in the 
citadel. He bore 111 the raillery that was levelled against him 
very patiently ; and on being one day asked, “ what a capucliifl 
was good for?” he replied by asking them, “if they could distin- 
guish die king on a height iji the distance ?” receiving an 
answer in the affirmative, hesaijj, “Well, I will with this .cannon 
kill the horse under him.*' He immediately pointed the gun— 


the horse fell — the jdng feh with him— to the reat astontfhmm^ 
not only of his attendants* bid of hfe«effemies. . 


Louis, on taking the city, in order to revenge himself on the 
capuchins, forbade, thri^having coufesrijjpals forthe nex£ hundred 
yqgrs.^ As itself he- caused it to Jfee fortiSed by 

Vauban, thi&er the parliament nflS^ established 

an univeAity, and greatly ornamented the Pqrte The 

fort of Jews is .one most WNmuments about 

Besan$on. \ * * 

The rock upon of Jfcfj^mted was well 

known to the Rnmastf fSgfr ppst # of importance. 

This rock is seriated, the mountains^iuch surround i $ 
and which it commands, dy the Doubs, that flows at its foot on 
the one ride, and on the othtf by the road leading from Besaagon, 
which, separates at thispoim, and enters SwitzerlA^ by two 
different roadi It. formed pdc of the rno^ important conngxi^ns 
between Gaul and HefvetiaJjt was no doubt the soppe 1 %t many 
a fierce-fought battle; an<jr mciep* legends tefl qf m|uy a deed 
of hate, reyimge, and blodd, transacted within of jbe# 
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frowning costle, that was erected by the lawless freebooters, that 
took possession of ‘it when the Romans no longer held Gaul in 
subjection. So early as 1050, the lords of Joux were the most 
powerful seigneurs of Burgundy : they possessed several castles 
and rich villages, for which they did homage to the counts of 
Gbalons. It passed successively into the hands of the Swiss, the 
Burgundians, and the French. After'the conquest of Franche 
Comte by lAniifc XIV., the fort of Joux bdbamc a styte-prison. 
Among die illustrious personages of modern times, who have been 
immured in this gloomy and . solitary prison, Mirabeau and 
Toussaint ISOuvcrtuye are the most conspicuous. Th$ chambci 



is still shown .which was occupied gby the kmg of y tbe Moors , so 
th£ oid^porporal designates the salle hefo, who fell a victim to 
his owl credulity, or rather goody, 
others. He died on ti|f 27th Apru* 1803. From a state 6f 
‘ slayery.ie c oecame commander-in-chief of the $nhies of Saint 
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• « ^ • 
Domingo. He wrote tq Buonaparte from Saint Dnpiingo, and 

addressed him thus : — Le premier des noire au 9 premier dSd blancs . 
The fort of Joux has undergone many alterations of late .years. 
It contains large magazines, arsenals, and barracksj^ere and 
thefte the escutcheon of the ancietft lords of Joux is seen: its* 
field is gold powdered with sable ; the crest is a bull’s head, ajicl 
the motto “ du bceuf * # 

Modem Besan^on is one of the most considerable cities of 
France. Many of the houses are built of brick. The Zbubs, which 
divides the city into two parts, ^ lmost surrounds the ville haute 
by taking the form of a horse-shoe, the tw f <4 extremities of which 
are united by a bridge. It contains ten squares* Is place 
Vauhan is dtcu])ied by superb barracks. Saint Pierre contains 
the Hotel-i\yillc, the palace of justice, and the dyjwclT of Saint 
Peter, in which is ^celebrated picture ofllic J^scCnt Horn the cross, 
by Breton. The cathedral is a magnificent gothic structure. 
The church of la Madeleine is remarkable for the lightness aucl 
elegance of its roof, supported by beautiful reed columns ; and 
the organ-loft is constructcd^of stone, which is supported at its 
extremities only. The dome the Rotunde de. la Refuge is 
likewise worthy admira^’jn ; and these perhaps among the 
churches are the best. The prefeefur^ the hospital Sti 
the college royal , the library ^nd the'tkeatre, complete its objects 
of interest. •There are raanj fountains in the city, which # add 
greatly to its Jjeauty, while at the same time %ey *i$ liighly 
bifielWial to tike health of the inhabitants^ \ < . 

It caries on ' % brisk trade in wine, cattle, cheese, iron, and 
cloths : it also contains ih immense nuipjter of wa*eh-i*akcr$. % 
Long. 3° 42' 46" ; lat. 47° 14' 12". Ninety-four leagues south-* 
east from Paris. Borty^eiM^Ssts and^thre^uaxters^ 
Montbeliard isWfetty an<J steon| lorirtt, fitted in a plain 
at the ipATjust wjiere the Atkine join^ tlfe Doubs. It 

is defended by a strong cAsrie.* It contains # ftve markets, fifteen 
great streets, six bridges, and three. o’! four thou&nd inhabitants, 
nine-tenths^ of whom are P rotestants, who are w^tch-makers, 
clothfbrs, and, mechanics. The trade of MvntbUjsrd Consists in 
ticking, bonnets, leather, stdbkings, knives, dec., and ^territory 
consists of vineyards, fields/ and feests. « # 

Long. 4° 25'; lat 47°^8'. One hundred and Vo leagues 
south Tfrom Paris. 
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° Sat ijit-JI'T r polite is sitiihted on the hanks of the Doubs. 
Its air is exceedingly healthy, and its territory contains 
many ponders ; among these we shall select a few. The 
Ch&tnapl UNa Roche is a vast cavern, which traverses' a rock in 
the form of a peak ; its utmost extent is about 192 feet ; its 
entrance is 71* feel wide, and its height 154 feet; it diminishes 
gradually unti^ it becomes only«twelve fe^t and a half wide at 
its extremity : at thif point the roof rises to such an' immense 
height, tliafft is not possible to thr6w the slightest gleam of light 
upon it, however great the number of torches may he. At 
Ornanos tljere is a remarkable grotto, called Glacierc-deJa- Grace - 
Dieu.F the entrance to this grotto is level with the plain; the 
descent v is by means of rude steps, which extend 1^2 feet below 
the level gftund, v&ile the vaulted’ roof mounts >60 feet above 
the entrance. Several chambers present themselves, hut the 
glaeiiVe is the third; it is triangular, about 110 feet wide, and 
the roof rises to 80 feet ; from it arc suspended many enormous 
stalactites, liert* and there mingled with* large icicles in the form 
of pyramids. Towards the centre if the roof tfccy assume a for- 
midable appearance, and were ft no* that the woods have been 
much cleared away which cover the external part of this glaciiirc, 
thereby causing a quicker circulation of air in the caverns, 
there is little doubt it wttold eventually become a mass of ice. 
The source of the Lone,' the Puits de la Rrtme { h called also the 
Tamhdfih, frw m the noig£‘pro<}uccd by ife subterraneous waters, 
the Fontaine Ronde , and the Grotto iV Ossetic, should all be^visited 
by the curious traveller. Im Fontaine Ronde is near P ontarlier ; 
it is coitfposell of two eirculftr basins, the erne is placed above the 
1 other ; they have each tl^ir £b^£nd flow ; the upper one first 
overflows 4 its brink, -its waters fallin^mto thb one below, which 
shortly afteTwalds likewise t?vjrflowSj>wifea^js union of waters 
produces a large jtream ; -a short time after vmrdir, IflJbut seven 
minutes, the waters of this capricious fountain cease to flow in 
the upper basin, the lower one gradually decreases, and they both 
become perfectly dry for a time, wheA the same reflux/commences. 
The grotto dhO&eUe contains tliity-six chamber^ more or less 
large, ^ich occupy aflbut a quart Jr of £ league in length ; in 
one of the latter dhambers thfpe is a^ake, which a cord of 600p 
.feet has pA. fathomed. Orer this lake* a bridge has^een thrown. 
’Thfeepns has the property of incrusting ,any thitfg left within it 
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in*he short space of nine 'days. 4t is curious to see the smoke 
of the torches remain unmoved so thick in the air/ One of these 
apartments is occupied by a vast colony of bats. At Chemcy is 
another grotto, in which not only every, fantasticufSa^is seen, 
bift exact representations of the productions of* the upper world.* 
It is even said that a forest of trees is there to be found, as i£ it 
had sunk and been converted .into petrifactions after its descent. 
Indeed this part of France seems to abound widi tlte most beau- 
tiful, most grand, and most imposing works of nature. 

The church of the little village Morteau , in the commune oi 
la Granite Combe , is an object of muyh interest; it is simply a 
large cave, eighty-two feet in extent, which receives a diin light < 
from a fissure that lias been cut perpendicularly injthe rock. 
With the q&ception of this -work of man, tgd the^kar, all here 
is the production of the Divine A rchiteot. 4 portal^nas been con- 
structed at the entrance, and there is a small belfry attached to 
the rock. As the village of Remonot is built above the grotto, 
the inhabitants have constructed a kind of wooden tower, in 
which there is a staircase, us id by this they descend # to this sub- 
terraneous church or cryptyu Of the falls of the Doubs notice 
has been already taken ; , nit it will not be uninteresting tu de- 
scribe a fete which annually tak<$ pl&cc just above thdeasar Lv 
The inhabitants of Pontarfar , and those of Neufahdtel , in Swit- 
zerland, assemble once a-year, to the number of six thoi^and 
persons, to e^joy th<*u selves in theHbeautiful salley^through 
whioft the Doubs rushes previous to its fail. A number of boats 
gaily ornamented glide along the stream, forming two flotillas, 
to the sound of music, which the adjust rocks%e-e£ho. Thy 
two boats, containing the magisqj|tesy>f t^e two towns, having 
met, the authorities compHSlent and gloomy each other, to the 
sound of smal l ish pt^Hfteir ewttple is followed by the people, 
and eTOJTlflhdSf gaiety then commences, both oif the shore syul 
the river. 9 

This river is immortalized by the foes of two lovers, who having 
entered a\ small boat, were so taken up with the tfe&uty of the 
scenery, or the pleasure thejy derived from theiMnuflial society, 
that they forgot to turn tiieir frail vessel when the]^afriv?d at 
*the canal, and the force of the current drew 4 1 within Its vortex, 
and d&shiqg it against the foot of the^rocks, they. w|jg soon lo?tf. 
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A*tul as if tins* melancholy catastrophe, h|tcl somewhat attractive 
in it, a 'young gifT shortly afterwards, imitating the heroine of 
antiquity, Sappho, threw herself from the summit of the rock, 
and plun^Hnto one of the basins which precedes the cascade. 
The young girls of this neighbourhood are excellent boatwonun : 
it js not unusual for the curious traveller to meet a little boat 
unmanned by a gay conductor, in litfr holiday dress, rowing 
manfully in rumb par/s of the still stream/ which it requires a 
considerable degree of strength to perform. 


^DEPARTMENT OF JURA. 


This is a frontier department ^.) composed ok a part (>i 
Tranche ^ .i 

■Soil.— T ht soil is f pot very productive. In ;lie mountains the 
surface is stony ; and in the valleys, clay is the predominant 
covering to its rocky bed. 

Moo .vtains.-i> Branches of the Jura traverse this department 
The eastern declivities afford good pasture lands. 

Fori :sts. — T hese tire liuiuero&s, and consist chiefly of fir; 
although forest-trees of another description arc found in the 
l "w southern regions. t 0 

Rivers,— T his department is watcuM by tlie Daubs, tli e Louvre, 
and.jlic Ain, 

MiNEf* and ftu a RR iES.^Iron, copper, lead, aigi pit-coal arc* 
found in the mountains, It also’ possesses quarries of m£rblh, 
jasper, and alabaster, and that valuable sand used in tli£ manu- 
facture of glaSl. In th^fbreK of Chaux theTC are extensive salt 


♦works, and there are go le^f thqp eight hot springs; the tempera- 
ture of the c nottest jg {>2,59. degreesT^Jhere is also a ferruginous 
spring, tlie temperature of‘ which^is 22.2j?^3^iewaters of Luxeil 
are principally employed in nervous and rheumahe vtifafth/OS, as 
baths, pumping baths, and as a beverage also. There are several 
salt-springs, hut these are neglected ^'but at Gouhemns there is 
a very valuable layer of salt, which has been discovery! under a 
bed of coatt •*, l 

RVmar^able Persons.— Attinet, l paixter ; Jesuit Gerard ; 
Abbe Olivet; Saint* Claude ; Ahbi Guuon Ckritfin; Ronet; and. 
llosset, of modern tiraes^ , 

■v- 
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Religion.— R oman ^atliolic, forming part of the diocese of 
Saint-Claud. *• 

* It depends upon the Cour Rayah of Besan^vn, and is* com- 
prised in the sixth military division. # 

*This department is divided into four arrondisseraents, viz. * 

Lons-le-Saulnier, Dole , and Saint-Claude. 

% 

• .CHIEF TOWNS. 

Lonm-le-Smilnikh, on tlje river Solvan , is seated m a basin, 
surrounded on all sides by moyutains twelve hundred feet high : 
yet Uie ivun try around is very Agreeable, and produces excellent 
white wine, # game, and poultry. It* is the 'cntrepCn of trade 
between Lyon and Franehe Comte. Its salt-springs, and the 
buildings jpnuccted with them, are interesting. Ttye Waters of 
the three salt-springs are raised by an iif£eniaffs|>iece of me- 
chanism to the Height of thirty feet, ancl are then directed 
tliree different courses : they are filtered through a number of 
closely interwoven thoni-bushes, from which they pass into the 
cauldrons, where they are converted into solief salt. There is 
also belonging (b it a mine^of fpssil wood. * 

Long. 8° 15' ; lat. 

Dole-la-do lente derives its name from the following cjr- . 
cumstance the Doloi$%m}p in former times renowned for Their 
gallantry in* war, and at th® siege of their town in 1479, the 
troops of Loui$XI., pndcr the corayjpnd of Georges jle h/Tre - 
msuifa, were trayely repulsed-; but in the following year the 
Dolesians were surprised by Charles d'Amboisc, and in despair 
they assembled themselves in the gijeat square, whgre they fought 
desperately until they were all killed. * Dole has stood inany*~ 
sieges, and was stjpngly % tlfc emferor Chafes V., and* 

was at last taken bys^Sgem by jLheVjhevffiier de Grammont, 
who DETsuade cUijh^muftiitants* to submit to &>t|is XIV., who 
destroyed the fortifications of the city. 

Dole was once the capital of Frsnche Comlo, the dwelling of 
the dukes of Burgundy, thd seat of great authorities. It had its 
parliament, its treasury, its mint, its university^ ant Jt was then 
called Dole4a-jayeu$e. 

The emperor Baybarossa and bis queen Beatrix* delighted 
•much in this town, an<k he erected a stately palqge within its 
walls', not aPvestige of which remains f a bcautifcli ^er-gardqth? 

T 5 
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row occupies its site. Sucb- is the fat? of all sublunary things. 
But why should. fjole-la-dolente call forth such serious thoughts? 
Look at the doubtful remains of Babylon the mighty!— of Pcr- 
sepolis^ jlJKjnagnificent !— of Palmyra, rising from the sandy 
desert, like a splendid vision !— of Heliopolis! — Thebes, lfitli 
it* hundred gates!— Look at modem Athens! Rome! Italy 
itself! — and sec how fragile is all human grandeur ! And where 
are the countless multitudes of sentient beings who erected 
these splendid cities^ who founded these mighty empires ? Where 
the sage legislators who watched day and night over their in- 
terests?— the heroes yho^raved all danger for their preservation ? 
— the ,'yrahts who enslaved them ? — and the slaves who crouched 
ignobly at their footstools and trembled at their frown ? They 
are all mingled with their native duct! — they are all pent up in 
the dark chi.nt&rs <Jf the. grave,, until * 

f “ The mighty trump that wakes the dead" 

shall rouse them from their sleep of death to sleep no more! 

But to return to Dole-la-dolente , which gave rise to this 
digression. There are two delightful walks in its neighbourhood, 
the Paguier and le cours Saint "Mazris : the latter, which is a 
terrace above the Doubs, presents a ^magnificent picture. To 
Ac^wcs^may be seen the; capal of the Rhine, which joins the 
Doubs a little south of thotown, roudti which extends the valley 
called Val $ Amour, from its beauty ; a littte to the east rises the 
majestic .forest of Chawc p-to the south-east, in'ljjbe distance, is 
the town of Salim ; tty,n comes the chain of Jura, behind nvhfbii 
the Alpes display their frozen summits. Dole is still a large 
city, an(L sonu of its ^reefc* are fine yet it contains little to 
^arrest the traveller’s notieft The church of Notre-Dame is only 
remarkable for its gothic, style of&^jtecture^ The college and 
the two hospitals are large, «n<J, remarfeb^Ywell arranged, par- 
ticularly the latter. A fountain, surjnounteoft)^ thm of a 
cfiild, in white marble, which is considered a chef-d'oeuvre, closes 
the account of Dole and its Objects of curiosity. Yet the fate of 
the artist, wjjose skill produced, not only this figure, Jmt a bust 
of Yoltaixt, najy in the Tkiutre Franprie, must not pass unno- 
ticed. •Either from the* neglect his merits ill deserved, or his 
own imprudence, he was reduced to such a state of poverty that 
he died in F &ie of the hospitals of his native city. 

^ Qn thy^Rl ‘between Dole and Lons-le-Saulnier there are many 
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records of the antiquity of several places that appear right and 
left. Sainte-Ylie derives its name from a ‘deity wor- 

shipped in other places under the names of Juno, Diana, and 
Minerva; as the peculiar protector of wqmen. N>er’$is village * 
a*bronze bust of Diana was found, which delivered the ancient 
oracles of the place. Par the)/, not far distant, owes its name to 
Partha ; and the ^little stream of Bleine , which flows in its 
environs, was consecrated to the Apollo «of the Gfeuls, /Menus* 
In the Gnjdn, antiquarians have discovered fhtrges Jana \ 

( source de Diane). All antiquarians are necessarily great ety- 
mologists Diana was, however, mujh reverenced in this part 
of Gaul; and as it is ascertained that sacrifices were offered to* 
this goddess op the banks of this fountain, it is possible that 
Gnjan may be a corruption of Gurges Jaw# ; bu^pj'it is a matter 
of no importance and as « 

That which we call a rose, 

By any other name would smell as sweet, 

so by whatever name thou art called, sweet fountain, hail to thy 
beauties, whicty one of thf native poets has invoked in all the 
spirit of poesy. * 

Ces tranquilles bouquets, cette ombre, ce silence, 

Ces flota qu’un frgis zephyr aareasc mollement, 

Dc cet humble ruisfau la paisiMe indolence, • 

Toift inspire un po^telt tout ohaime un amant. 

(Iifie mdn cceur«est toiu ! que meukame est saisie t . 

\m t ^ g I 

O Source /le Gujan, temoin de me* transports : 

Horace e(it pr£f£r£ ton onde & Blandusie, 

"£t te sang des ch|vreaux etit cou!4 sur tes bords. 

Ce n’est point aujourd’hui difsangrtpie tu denfande? ! 

J'apporte aux dieux pluylqpx-- 1 |iiis dquees offVandes, 

Des fruits# du luit, /flflfleurs, de \fu deji<jjeux, % 

Et des verajgjlfpttrs que # tes4ots # gra«wux % 

^ •Dusillet. 

' • • • w 

Morlay , seated on its banlcs, was the bifth-placeW the unfor- 
tunate Jacques de Molay , last grandmaster of *the Templars. 

The village of Arhois is celebrated for its wljite wines, its « 
flowers, and its vegetables. * - • 

Saltns is built between two mountains, crowned bg hwcPforts, 
which defend it The river Fupieuse, that passes through it, is 
whaj its name bespcaksf.a rapid strqpm. Two sm to streams in^ 
this neighbourhood derive their source from twff atptyit 
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tains ; the one, called litwm, issues from tjhe base of a rock which 
lms three Openings, 'and proceeds gently for a short time, until it 
prccipi tales itself down the rugged rocks, covering them with 
' foam. Lf •Sarrasin joins the Limn at a short distance, after 
issuing from a spacious vault:, in which is a large lake that acts 
as 9 reservoir to. the stream. 

Near to this town is a large stone, csilled Pierre-Lithe , about 
nine feet high, iind Rightly inclined. This stone was formerly 
consecrated to Venus. Les linckers de Sired consist of an 
assemblage’ *©f irregular pieces .o£ single rock, sixty feet high, 
which at a distance jwvc the appearance of colossaKstatues. 
f This department abounds in wonders, which it is impossible to 
describe, every town and village having some object of nature to 
draw the faa^Jler from his route. 

At Chataym Steve i*s a natural jet-d^eau issuing from the bot- 
tom of a hill, 720 feet high; in the winter it throws itself from 
its' basin and rises twelve feet, from which it falls into its stony 
bed, making a prodigious noise; but in the summer, instead of 
a current of water, there is ouly a strong current of air. Near 
Stasia is a semicircular valley, surrounded by lofty mountains, 
hut of a regular form ; they contain se ^pral grottoes. Between 
. Orgctct ami Clair mux-Ies- V^au r- (VA i a, aTe to be seen the natural 
fortifications,* which at a wefy short* distance appear like the 
bastions, faces, curtains, and even 'tiers of batteries of a well- 
fortified r The rockisrhich forms thorn rise^to about 690 
feet, at tlie foot of which is a sloping forest, that keeps up tlrtS* 
illusion by its resemblance, at a distant view, to the green parapet 
of $ rampart e The Gorfj^-d^ la- Tvur-dfo-Meix presents an ob- 
ject of a very different desyppliou, for it appears like a road cut 
smoothly thtough a solid ^bek* wtfitii^gand turning, and pre- 
senting nothing Ip the eyto buA its owns&^Qoth surface, and the 
sky, above thcdicQjl of the traveller, l^iis ro8fc^«My#fia?cndi- 
cu&rly on each side 1 the road to "the height of 150 feet. On 
emerging from tlfis gorge, a lovely scene bursts upon the view, 
and the? traveller is all at once transported from Tartarus to the 
fields of El^Sum. The Ain flows through the valley ; beyond 
which , thickly- wooded heights rise one aboi$ the other, forming 
a bcautifth outline tp the picture. 

Saint C»ijunE is a pretty Uwn: its church of Saint Pierre. ' 

are very passable. In the public' librarf is a 
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biblc, at least nine hundred yearsold. l^ic strcel^are clean and 
regular. The town having had the misfortune to he burnt, the 
' first consul, Buonaparte, caused it to be rebuilt in stone, during, 
however, -this short interruption to the labours of ijs Industrious ' 
inhabitants, many of them sought* 9 refuge in • Nrntua , carrying* 
thither their trades and arts; but Saint Claude has recovered* its 
celebrity in works of ivory, gold, tortoise-shell, born, and box, 
which assume every form under the Uistefttl hands of the 
Cluudemm. ‘Toys also, of .every description, occupy the people 
of this part of the country forynany miles round. * 

At tin? village of Rousses the inhabitants make much of that 
cheese called Grvyin de Com{e. An observation has been made m 
upon the church, which is not a little nice and curious. The 
roof is so constructed, that, the drops of water whjph fall from it 
are parted for evtjr : those which fall from^th^ eastern side are 
conveyed into the lake of Routes, and from thence t<^ the 
northern ocean by the Rhine ; those that fall on the western 
side fall into the Biemy, and arc conveyed to the Mediterranean 
by the Rhone. It is near Romm that the road^ commences 
leading to the summit of /&o Dole, which rises 5(500 feet above 
the level of the sea, and passes for the highest in the chain of 
mouut Jura. Having passed thp>ug|i a forest of pifie, ^hicli 
terminates about a quartet 4 >f a league below its crest, the weary 
traveller is speechless with Surprise and delight at the prospect 
before him. Nearly a bunded leagues of the elSjh n^lps, with 
Mont Blanc towering proudly in the qjouds, are at one view 
visible : # the beautiful Pays-de- Vaud is at his feet ; beyond that,! 
lake I Atman, with its 'a flu re \vater§, extending as* far us Geneva* 
A part of Switzerland and its lakes am likewise visible. On the 
side of France, Jfranche C*Mltc*La bresse, and Bmrgogne , are' 
stretched in one w^^panoramic^vie ft 5 and |o those who arc 
acqua^tj^s^^Il^locmUies, their towns, ro^dsp and points of 
interest may be discovered aifd followed. • • • 

Sarnpans. — In the quarries of red marble winch are near this 
town, and belong to it, there are found several species tif den- , 
drills, updn which the figures of men, animals, pfaitfs, and even 
armorial be'arings, aje visible. # 9 • 

The department of Jura is, indeed, one of tjie most fftoturesque 
v in France, and well wcvtliv thc # attention of thosefwho have a 
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taste for tlie romantic beauties of nature,* and the means of grati- 
fying that taste. * 

, Some of the customs of this part of France are singular and 
interesting’; none more *so than the betrothing and marriages of 
its blithe inhabitants, of which the following serves as a descrip- 
tion. When a‘ bachelor intends to marry, one of his friends, 
under the burlesque name of Trotiiile Bondon , makes a visit to 
the parents oY the giriPof whom he is enamoured : after having 
eulogized hi{? friend, be ^receives in tetum an enumeration of the 
virtues and accomplishments of -the lady. If the match appear 
at all eligible, the .parents of either party meet to talk the affair 
• over, aiftl the offer is then made in form. Towards the end of 
the evening repast, the young man, who is seated by the side of 
his lover, promts hey on a plate or in a glass, a rouleau either 
of gold or silve?, according to his -pecuniary means. If she 
accept his offer, she puts les arrives (the pledge) in her pocket ; 
from this moment she is betrothed, and she cannot break her 
engagement without offering to the young man double the sum 
she has received from him. On the eve of the publication of the 
bans, the future bride and bridegfooify present sugar-plums and 
wafers to their relations and friends ^ this is called dormer les 
fianqzillvs. The day on which the contract is signed, the fiancee 
invites her young female friends, who 1 put on masks, and other- 
wise disguise themselves, and then retire to a distant apartment. 
The futuYt' * husband, with his brothers and comrades, arrive, 
knock at the door, and <demand a sheep they have lost: at fu& 
"they are refused admission, but they insist on entering, and 
commence 1 a diligent qwrcli ^throughout the house, until they 
arrive at the chamber in whic^ the young girls are hidden. A 
young roaurthen presents ^SmselfVah^assures the intruders that 
he has no stray sheep among his flock, ^jproof of this asser- 
tion be makes young girl pass befpre theiovjf;' wfr* 1 biKomes 

the laughing-stock of his companions unless he recognizes his 
intended by her (lancing. the wedding-dress is then brought, 
when some (me of the company makes a long oration on the 
duties of tlfe manage state ; aftcT which the bride is presented 
with c a piyce of black bread, and then with cake and wine, 
which are symbolical of the pqins and pleasures of her future , 
fife. The.&ttnen take a flight repast, \md the men sit up all 
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night drinking and singing. Onihe following day the marrirf^c 
is celebrated in tlie parish of the girl, on which occasion the 
'head of the bride is ornamented with a wreath .of myrtle in . 
flower : \liey are accompanied to church by musical instruments 
srtid the noise of fire-arms. 

After the ceremony the father of the bridegrobm conduct^ the 
bride to her hom^. If the. two families do pot belong to the 
same village, all the moveables and wadding sfpparel of the 
bride arc placed in a cart* drawn by oxeij, in which the young 
girls place themselves, and Vspin as they go aloiig. If the 
peasant* girl be a favourite, the young* people o{ die village 
impede her departure by placing obstacles in the roach, .and at* 
their final separation they present her with a noscjgay. The 
house of the young man is closed on her^rrivpJLj^he mother of 
the bridegroom appears at- the window, and ttfrows out handsYul 
of wheat, beans, peas, &c. as symbols of die prosperity §he 
wishes to befal them. Soon after this the door opens, and the 
mother advancing to the threshold, presents hot daughter-in-law 
with a glass of^wine and piece of cake, which she shares with 
her husband. She is tb/n introduced into the house, where, 
taking up a broom thi*t is lying at her feet, she begins to 
sweep the apartment. JThe festivities of the day are concluded 
by a supper, at which the guests aTe*masked ; this fc called alter 
n fa poufe; *an<J after paying their respects to th fij ewly-manried 
couple, ^nd^ishiug *them every posbfblc happmesSjHhey com- 
^nente the ineify dance, which, intermingled with songs and/ 
joyous laughter, continues until the lark commences his matin! 
song, and the mominc- star t>e£ns«i‘*to Dale *his ineffectual 
light. 0 
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' SECTION XXIV. 

Tlifi ANCIENT PROVINCE OP LORRAINE. 

CONTAINING THE DEPARTMENTS OF MF.USF, MOSELLE, MEURTI1J, 
AND VOSGES. 

1 .-DEPARTMENT OF MEUSE. 

<# K s 

This is a frontier department. (N. E.) consisting of a portion 
of Lorraine. c 

SoiL.«-Tfie soil produces excellent pasturage.’ The face of 
the country is pleasing from its variety, being composed of moun- 
tains, hills', am), plains. The vine is cultivated with much success, 
and is particuiarl) useful likewisein t^is department, where there 
are tpany forges. 

Forests. — The principal of these is that of Marguiemw. Its 
woods are likewise very beautiful. r 

Rivers.— It is traversed from nofth to south by the Meuse. 
The Oman crosses the southern outre ^ity. 

Mountains. — The Vosges. 

Remarkable Persons.— Dqui Cahnetj De Lisle , geographer; 
Oh evert ; Abbe Avocat, &c.^ 

Religion. — Roman Catholic. Meuse is the see of a bishop, 
dependcnt^A/ft the archKsliop of Ijesannm. There are a few 
^ Protestants and Jews. f , 

^ This department is divided into four arrondissements, via. : — 
Bat-le-DUc, Verdun, Myn^mety, Comma cy. 

lr <** c|iif.r^wns. 

Bar-lk Duc, v oiT Aar^sue-Abnain, k^situated on the river 
Amain. Its aaipe of Bar, originally it, 

and many other towiw, because they served as a* limit to small 
states. Bar-le-Duc owes its existence to a castle erected on a 
mountain to protect Lorraine from tlfe incursions of the Cham- 
penois . Thrower towu, which is at the foot of this castle, ^on- 
tainscio(hing of interest but the church of Saint Maxime . In the 
upper tovTii there i^littlc worthy of being recorded. The Hotel de 
Vitle , the mirkets, the old PahKs dc Jus{ice , and the churches of 
*^^Carm|eimcs and of Si.*Peter, are the only edifices that rise 
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above mediocrity. The* latter is ancient, and c Altai ns a fi»c 
piece of sculpture, representing a corpse devoured f>y worms. 
It is the work of a peasant of Dagonrille, a village in this depart- 
ment : he was called Richier. It is said, that Mkh*a$l m Angela 
hnft-ing discovered this genius, todk him to Rome, where he* 
greatly distinguished himself. • • 

Bur-lc-Duc was the capital of a small territory situated on 
either side of the M*use, between Champagne and horraine. 

Its wines art excellent, and its sweetmeats are in much estima- 
tion. The raspberry, strawberry, and gooseberry arfe cultivated 
with muflh cave, for the purpose of preserving It has two 

line walks, the Pagnis , and tli/it of the Sanies. There arc near 
it some ferruginous mineral waters, and a few fossils m&y like- 
wise he found by the patient geologist. I# 

Long. 2° *>0'; # lat. 48° J4\ Sixty -tv^ Blagues cast fnftn 
Paris. Fifty-one posts and a half. , 

Saint Mihiel manufactures excellent table linen, and very fme 
lace, brandies, aud supep.or paper, • 

Varenim is in this deprtjtmcnt : it will be recognised as the 
town where the unfortunaJc Louis XVI. was discovered: 

Verdun is a strong, w*M -fortified town, upon the Meuse, which 
divides it in two parts. # Its fortifications are the work (ft Vqfiban 
and De Ville. The ancidbt bishops* of Verdun were sovereign 
princes; but fearing the ambition of the dukes of Lorraine. and 
Bourgogne > tlu^* placed themselves undcf the prot eqpfomt Philippe 
fte Vrtoky paying # an annual rent of eight hundred fraucs, until 
the time; of Louis XIV. The church of Nature Dame de Sainte\ 
Vanne possesses an adinfrable altas-pie^^; and tkis i<? the only 
monument to be found in Verdun. Some of to walks are agroe-. 
able. In 1727, Verdun wa/ncarly (jpstroy^d ny tflfe explosion 
of a powder magazjjy** # In I7$5,#it caught fife in a thunder- 
storms * TLn*^Ji1mgrati<m‘ was dreadful: thfpe %f tlie church 
bells were melted ; one of the^e weighed abdVc seventans, and flie 
other two, nearly three tons each. It is at present a very flourishing 
town. Its environs furnish good marble and aniseed. t)ne of 
its principal articles of trade are sugar-plu^s; olid its dried 
sweetmeats are in great request at Faria, as well as its liqueurs. 

B Long. 3° 2' 42" ; lat. 49 0 3' 24". Sixty-one leagasfiPeast from 
Paris. 
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1 It was at ibis place that Buonaparte confined all the English 
who were in trance from the year 1804 to 1814. 

Vaucouleurs, though a small village, must not be forgotten, 
because Alic -Maid of Orleans frequently attended her sheep at 
this place ; it is at no great distance from Domrcmy ; she is some- 
tin.es called La Bcrgcre de Vaucouleurs. The country is here 
very beautiful, and rich in pasture lands. 

Void is on the Miholle, which produces excellent trout and 
crabs. The' cream cheeses of this little town are one of the chief 
articles of its support, its old castle is very ancient; in the 
time of Charlemagne it was a palace ; it has been oftenf besieged, 
but never taken. 

f lA^EPARTMENT of moselle. 

^This is a frontier department in the N. E. ; it was formerly 
known as the Pays de.s frois Evcchcs. 

Soil. — Severs:! chains of hills, the summits of which arc some- 
times pointed, barren, and rugged, lurticularly those which may 
be termed ramifications of the VekgesV Some of these are covered 
with forests, others with briars and bloom. In some parts the 
soil 'is clayey, or siliciou". The best f , land is that which has 
been convened into meadow and aiahle lands from the Hangs, 
or ponds. The fallow, or uncultivated lands, belong to the 
public. 

Forests. — The forests are extensive, and consist principally 
of ash ; but they, are no longer the thick, “ impervious forest,” 
which in Confer times* afforded a barrier to the inroads of the 
Roman armies. . In, many pajtgjjhey have been so thinned, that 
the remaining tre^s -are frequently "blown down by the winds, 
which are violent at all tinier, and fretpielrtl^very cold. 

t Ri vers. —The Moselle and the Sarre are J&JRB 11 IJhfigable. 
The Vahgne contains the Mitulus Margaritifus of Linnceus, a 
bivalve shell of the muscle tribe, which contains pearls of a fine 
water, and i&ot unfrequently of a tolerable size. # 
Marshes.— There are some marshes in the neighbourhood of 
Bitche f these produce A variety of reeds. f 

Mjnes.-t Seven!! iron-mi ne« are worked, and the department 
• contains 43*^ veins of ]$ad and copper, which wpre forjnerly 

•a *' ' 
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productive; quarries vf free-stofie, of lumachetlo, clay, and 
.gypsum, See. • 

Mineral Waters. — Near Metz are the ferruginous, waters 
of Bonne Fontaine, excellent for diseases of the sto'iy^ch ; and 
near the bridge of St. Julien les Metz is a salt spring, which a 
tanner employs in his operations of tanning leather. The*salt 
springs of Salts Bfonn were. worked in the twelfth century, and 
were then exceedingly productive: thc^ were fof many years 
dormant, but’are again cultivated, and produce excellent salt. 

Learned Societies. — At Me tz. there are a Royal Academy of 
Letters, ^Sciences, Arts, and Agriculture, «, Cabinet of Natural 
History, Su J, See. • • • 

Rem arkadi*: Persons. — Abraham Fabert, marshal France ; 

Bouchott ; Custines ; Merlin de Thionvill^ meiqhqr of the con- 
vention ; marshal Ney, See. (Sec- * • # * 

Religion. — Roman Catholic, forming part of the diocese of 
Metz. The Protestants have a consislorial church at Metz, 'flu* 
Jews of Moselle possess a consislorial synagogue, composed of a 
grand rabbin jtiul four Ijy members. There is also at Metz a 
school for nine pupils, wlf aW? brought up at the expense of the 
government in the Israelitish faith. 

This department is divided into^four arrondisseinenfs, viz. : — 
Brier , Thwnville , Metz , IfkrgueminA!. * 

It depen&s qpon the Cour Bor/ale of Metz. It is coniDrised in 
_the third military division. • 

, chief towns. 

• • i 

Metz, now called la yortejfa France , has*Jor centuries been 
a town of considerable importance. Jn thejime ofthe Romans 
it was known asjpitiodyrurri, jrhtn tbe emperore made it fre- 
quefffy tW^ace*of residence, and built in*it & palace, wliich 
subsequently was inhabited fly the kings of Amtrdkia. A mag- 
nificent amphitheatre andja temple* to Jupiter formerly decorated 
thi^city; ft but neither their beauty nor their strength could pre-« 
serve them, from the ravages of tame. Now agd therf some slight 
traces of the proud palaces of former times are discoyesed^ hut, 
like the heads that planned, and^he hands that contracted these 
miglity facies, they ar£.confounded # with the dust.\\ 

Metz is situated on the gentle slope of a hill*at the^onfiujSfCh 
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o£ tli erMascll/' ail d tlic * Settle, % it is defended by a citadel, and is 
surrounded by* ramparts. Its fortifications arc very ancient, but 
not vqry regular: they were, however, sufficiently strong to 
compel ll^e* emperor Charles V. to raise tlic siege. La * Place , on 
ivliicb stands the theatre, is Exceedingly pretty ; the river flows 
on fine side of it, and on the other there is a terrace supported by 
arcades. The Place d'Amtes, the Hotefde Ville , and some tro- 
phies in marble' contribute to its embellishment, as well as a 
shady walk, in which the trees exclude the rays of 'the sun. The 
cathedral, which was* creeled previous to the ninth century, is a 
remarkable gothic buijdinp : it is 303 feet long, and ^3 wide, 

, and tluv. tower is 348 feet high. , The baptismal font is com- 
posed of a porpliyritic vessel, which was taken from one of the 
baths erected by the Romans. These baths must have been 
very superb, Trowtlierelies that havq been extracted from them, 
particularly the marble columns that have been conveyed to the 
biShop’s palace. 

The baths, nq>v called Fosse an Serjwis, were supplied with 
water by an aqueduct of 200 arches, Jbrought from the village of 
Gorze . Of so much magnificence Vliere now* remain a few 
arches at Join/ aux Arches. The couifcry people call it Pout a a 
Viable , lulieving Uiat it wjls bp witched, , and consequently could 
not be finished. «• «. 4 

By means of a double dyke, 050 'feet long, and 80 wide, the 
waters of fct l '£?fbficlle havfr been conveyed into the^ity. It is so 
contrived that the watgrs may overflow their middle bankc and 
| form one large sheet of water. 

Mct^ is\mc f f the principal habitation of the Jews in France. 
JSo early as the jspventh cen tury they were numerous in this 
town ; in 1531 tncy were driven m»m* it ; in 1365 they returned; 
in 1562 they wci# again disturbed. Ii^ld^they obtained per- 
mission to takepuj^that abode, which had beconj£4biii sentry. 
Tlfcy then consisted df four familick, with an interdiction to form 
any alliance with* strangers. ‘ They multiplied exceedingly, and 
the magistrates resumed tlieir persecution ; when Henry IV. 
granted them an^open protection, by letters patent, elated 524 th 
Marsh, C 1603. These privileges were confirmed in 1718 and 
1777. Tncse foui*families in the course of two centuries in- 
creased to tie number of 550. In 1801 the number of Jewish 

• r f * | , 

Wylies amounted to 503. A 
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’ Tie territory bf Metz produces wheat, barley, o^, hemp, flax, 
vinegar. There arc likewise many line ••nurseries^ and salt 

• marshes. It carries on a brisk trade in brandies, groceries, drugs, 

• draperies^ silks, jewellery, china, gauzes, artificial flpwcfs, tur- • 

nery in wood and ivory, &e. % # * * 

*Long. 3° 54' 12" ; lat. 49° T 5". Seventy-six leagues east 
from Paris. Thirty-nina posts and a half. 

Thionvtlle is 9 very strongly fortified city on # the left bank 
of the Moselle. It is also very ancient, for in the time of Charle- 
magne it was the third city of the empire. • It has a few manu- 
factures hats, pottery, and alvU: The country between it and 
Metiers is agreeably diversified with hills *and* wooefe. 

Long. 3° 47'; lat. 49* 21'/ Eighty-three leagues north-cast * 
from Paris. • •* 

There is, at the small village of Bettamfc,? remarkable eljn, 
fourteen feet in diameter oh one side, and eight on the other : it 
is hollow, but contains several wooden partitions, between rfhich 
a person may pass. Tradition traces this tree so far buck as the 
time of the Druids. * * 

It was at Morhorge thatfthe f Roman general Vertis, one of the 
governors of the Gauls, ha& projected a canal to join the Moselle 
to the Sa<me y which would have opened a communication between 
the Mediterranean and A^Cermah^dean ; but he was dissiladed 
from it by ap other general, JE litis Gracilis , under the pretext that 
Domitius Ncrof always jealous aud sjispiciouswught imagine 
|Jiat Pemt^^Wshjd to conciliate the Gauls, by •employing the 
legions that were not under his administration, and eventually/ 
persuadfe them to rise ip his favour. Vaulhn, in t^e time of», 
Louis XIV., proposed this project To tl&t prince, but was unable 
to carry it into effect. 

At Sanguemines and its neighbouriipodaae manufactured an 
incredible qujptJt^of paper inuff-boxes: it* a^o possesses a 
pottery d VAnflaise. 

Ritche is renowned for two sieges, the one by.Louis XIV., win? 
took it, and the other by the Russians in 1793 ; when tht night 
being so dark that the soldiers could not see their envies, a man 
set fire to his house, calling out to the soldite, “ It wilLserve 
you as a torch to discover your enemies . 
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3.-DEPARTMEftT OF MEURTHE. 

r 

Meurthc is an inland department (N. E.), fonned of a part of 
the ancifi-t duchies of Lorraine and of Bar . 

Rive us.— The 'Moselle , which joins the Rhin at Coblentz ; aifd 
the Meurthc , which falls into the Moselle . 

Canal. — There is the canal of Salines dr Jiieurze , and another 
is projected between Vhe Seine and the Rhin. There arc also 
several ponds, which are exceedingly productive. 

Forests. — Ouc-third of this' department consists of forests; 
those of /Jab) &n<\,Sabit Quirin are the most extensive. 

44 RoAni. — Eight royal and twelve departmental roads traverse 
this department. 

Learned Societies. — There sire a Royal Society of Letters 
and the Arts, at N'awy, oilc of Agriculture, a Museum, &e. 

RC.MAUKADLE Pk rsons. — Pope Leo IX. ; the emperor Leopold ; 
the minister Choiseul ; Guise le Dalafrt ; Bassompitre ; Gouvion 
Saint Cyr; Drfiaot, Mareschals Gerard” et Mouhm; generals 
Gouvion , Klein, See . Sec ; admiral ifttouy, Ace. 

Religion.— Roman Catholic; 'it ftJhiis part of the diocese of 
Nancy. .The Protestant churches of this department depend 
upon' the consistorial church of Metz. -The Jews also possess a 
consistorial synagogue, composed of a rabbi and four lay members. 

This departgif*nt is divided into five arrondissemens , viz. 
Nancy , CtftSeaK-Salin, llunhUle, Sarrebourg , Ttril. Its civil 
'“government depends upon the Cour Royale of Nancy. It is 
^comprised in the fourth military division. 

CHIEF JJOWNS. 

The town of Nan is ijot very ancient. In the eleventh cen- 
tury, Mathieu I.; duke of iJ&rr&ine, than inha bited the castle, 
wlijch he greatly enlarged. ■ w * ** 

Rent II. increased its fortifications ; his successors made it 
their capital. In the fifteenth century Leopold built it entirely 
‘ Again, and ornamented it with many edifices. Chariest the Hold, 
last duke ofBoutyagwe, took possession of it in 1473. The fol- 
lowing ytyix Rent retook it; but in 1477 Clferles. again besieged 
it, and lost>his Hf8 before its cwalls. Hisl>ody was carried to 
Nancy, where it was embalmed and laid\n state. Rent, clad in 

'Mi, S 
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\leop mourning, wearing a golden beard reaching to lus waist, in 
sign of his victory, wentHo look at t*he body before it was buried. 
.In 1587, Nancy was, greatly enlarged, and the city surrounded 
• by walls. Louis XIII. got possession of it, and copfincdin its 
castle Francis duke of l^orraine and 1 ik wife, until Jie could 
convey them to Paris; but the Count de Gonrnay , in concert 
witli a man called Beaulieu , contrived to give them liberty by 
the following stratapaem : — the. princess, dressed in the habit of a 
page, bearing a flambeau, marched out ITefore tlitf Count, who 
abused and ill-treated her ifi order to decqve the Sentinels: he 
conducted her in this disguisiS to -Beaulieu, where her husband 
waited for her, being also disguised. The Duke of Lorraine and 
his w ife quitted Nancy the next day, dressed as peasants, Scaring 
large bundles on their backs. Tn this singular dress thpy gained 
the gate of Notre Dame ; a league from thrown tb»y met Beau- 
lieu's carnage, which took them, to Besan^ot^. 0 

Nancy is built on the side of a hill, at the foot of which flows 
the Meurthe. It is divided into the old and new town. The old 
town is by no means \Sell arranged, though it* has been lately 
improved. The. new town very fine ; the streets are straight, 
and have trottoirs on each side for passengers; the houses are 
well and regularly built, and the four principal streets corres- 
ponding with the four eftyj^ates, (whioh maybe called triumphal 
arches,) terminate in abcaufiful squaifc, Place lloyale] surrounded 
by iron pallisad^s. The most magnificent edifiqg surround 'this 
^guare; among these the ancient Hotel de V Intt.jdancc, the 
mint/the theatre, and the Hotel de Vilk , are conspicuous. At 
the four timers are four fountains. It is to the taste of Stanislaus, 
the unfortunate king of Poland, btft th* happy duke o( Lorraine, 
that Nancy is indebted for disarrangement of th^new town, 
the cathedral, and the church of the Jkftnmw, of which he laid 
the first stone in 1733, and whera, nine years afterwards, he depo- 
sited ’tlie remanls of his beloveg wife.* Her tynb is thirty feet hi^h 
and eighteen wide : it is the chef-4 y ^uvre of the sculptor Adam 
the younger. He also founded a rich library, and established 
an ocademy of the sciences and belles-lettres. TJie church of 
the Cordeliers, which is in the old town, was* founded by Rene 
//., duke of Lorrairi, after his victory over Charley Jie Aold, 
•duke of Bourgogne . Rent had wised a vault to be* constructed 
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under the OUpelle R/hide, in, which the princes of Lorraine and 
liar were buried, r During- the reign of anarchy this sacred 
retreat was violated, the sarcophaguses broken, and the inscrip- 
• tinns mutilated ; but the emperor of Austria obtained permission 
.of the >' tench government to replace the tombs and monuments 
of his farail). The barracks of this town are \ery line. With 
regard to the predictions of Nancy, «hey are numerous: dra- 
peries of every description, tapestf \ , boiuietih, gunpowder, dyes, 
hoaj) and candles; and the hon-rimnl may here gratify his taste 
with its wines, liqueurs, and apricots, (originally brought from 
Asia by the dukes of Lorraine, during the crusades) ; while the 
ladies may purchase the finest embroidery and gloves. Its emi- 
rons produce slate, marble, and mineral waters, iron, alum, and 
grain. 

t Long. 3° 50' 17" ; .iiit. 48° 41' 28". Eightv-three leagues from 
Paris. Forty-two poots by Bar-totr-Ortiain ; forty -two posts and 
three-quarters hy Brimnc. 

There are several small towns in its neighbourhood, which 
shall he briefly passed over. Vczdize^ to the south, is celebrated 
for its eottofi manufactories and itstgaamoises ; Huron t, for its 
wines and fruits ; Boym , for its mcrfliu sheep; St. Nicholas, to 
the east,- ,/or its beautiful church, built in the fifteenth century, 
and tne relics of that saint which il pos^efLes; Rosicrs-u ur-S a li nea . 
for its salt-springs and m stud of horsed ; Pont-a-Momsson, to the 
north, that dtvYwns its name from its bridge, which formerly com- 
municatedwitu an old fortress situated on the Acclivity of th f * 
mountain Mnusson ; Cotom Lory -a u.x -belles -femmes , which a modern 
traveller spys sboiftd he rather named Colomborg-aux-helles-tartes , 
for its women have no tensions to die epithet belles; but the 
. place is celebrated for the raairtrfrolure of poppy-tarts, which arc 
in high repute at th* neighbouring fairs, and poppies are cultivated 
largely in the ^ur-rows of the corn-fields ihr this pu^nosc. Bqftigny 
sends an iimyensc'iiujnber of little copper crucifixes to Paris ; and 
from other parts of Lom/mc^eau-de-Cologne and famous hams. 

Toul, seated in a fine plain and stirrounded hy mountains, is 
tks-ancient^jTtitfum of the Homans. Its more ancient nam£ was 
Leucfa whose inhabitants were renowned for their skill in archery. 
When tW Franks penetrated Gaul, Toul was one of the first 
towns they;* seized, and it wa$* one of the first that embraced * 
4 /*. •* * ^ • »» 
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Vlirislianiiy. Its potteries, wines, brand ic*, and co^mn-^pinniny 
are nnich admired ami iery profitable. If JuuS a \cr\ tine 
cathedral, an episcopal palace, barracks, and an arsenal. 

Long. 3° 33' JS'; liit. 48° 40' 32". Se\ cut \ -sow* league- 
.oyth-ea-1 from Paris. M 

Lcseui.u: is in tlie middle of a plain, on ihe-iiuTs IV^e^ur- 
md the Mntrthc : its aiTcienl name was Lanariwilla. It was 
formerly a icndcMOus for tlie ehaee, the lvighlfuiiimg forest oi 
/Wow <7 producing ample spwt for lhat amusement,. There 
now a chapel on the spot where formerl y stood a lemple to Diana, 
the pxldi^s of il.v ehaee Lum rifle was lonnevh tip* capital oi 
a count) , but .Duke Mathieu f. of Imrrainv joined it tolic'-dmhs 
one of his descendants greatly ornamented it, and erect a line 
chateau, after the plan of Kofland. Its chapel is a ptifcct model 
of that at 1 \miUlts. A salmi, built by .Stanydrti-, is unixersali) 
admired. From it is seen a beautiful easeade. Stanislaus who 
erected the chinch of Saint Jwjnrs, with its elegant towers; and 
he drained a marsh, ami comer: cd it into a garden, which ht 
adorned with gro\es and statues. Near the castle is a magni 
Jicent Champ-ilr-Mitrs. T 1, c hospital is a line Duildi ult. and W 
riding school, which is m*- large as tu admit of the muwrmre' 
of 200 eav.iln, is entered in with ‘1 roof of ehc-tnut \"i.n! 
in I t a-l J lan-.\('inr there V* a fountain which thiows upright 
jrts-fl'rau. The lomh of the 7W a r<j nisc-d n - Ch has hern 
immoitalised by Voltaire * — ' > <Vv 

* > ’ 

LTnivcis a perdu la sublime Rmilir, 

Kile aim i les plai^iv’, lea arts, la verite ; " , 

Lcs 1 )i« j uk eu lin donnant leur ame, Vr leur g«'m«\ 

Vavuicut garde pom Timntortalue. , 

* 

The seal of the poet is un press *d upon it likewise. It was ,r 
IauuvuU 1 thni <T <c treaty between France an^l Austria was signed 
in 1801. It has some few manufactories of pottery, which ate 
ven renowned, cotton, stockings, \c. . 

Lopg. 4° 10' f>"; hit. 48° 35' 33". ^Twenty-nine leagues cm 1 
of Paris. 

There arc several \»*v line glass manufactories in i\i,shieigh- 
hourhood, and,- strange to say, the,* first was establish' ! hy some 
Bohcnycns, ^lio were er/#m raged to settle in tjiis pint ui the^ 
countrv hy oiip of the imkcs of Lorraine. „ 
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« At Sarr&ourg , winch is so dirty $ town, that a native of 
France has proposed that the double r should be supplanted by 
an l f those beautiful models in composition are made, which arc 
so miyd*. ' admired, and particularly in Paris. There are many 
large ponds in' this department which abound in fish, and pro- 
duce an annual revenue of 600,000 livres. In the pond of 
Lindrc stands the village of Tarquinybl, which has no communi- 
cation with the land hut at low water. *The Romans fortified 
this island, and there are still some traces* of its former, 
magnificence. In modern r <times it waB again fortified, 
but at present . there ^re only the remains' of tbfi castle to 
testify 1 its former importance. There are also many salt springs 
which,, (Cnrich the inhabitants of La Mcurthc,i\s well as a mine 
of salt near Vic. 

4.— DEPARTMENT OF VOSGES. 

This is an r inland department (N.E.) formed of a part of 
Lorraine. ^ 

Soil. — The soil in the plains m composed of a calcareous 
earth,, occasionally intermingled witfi clay ; in the mountainous 
ptftts it consists chiefly of flight earlh and sand, both equally 
unproductive and insufficient for jfic support of the inhabitants. 

* Mou NTfrUtti — The Vosges traverse the department in every 
directioJfTtheir height is inconsiderable : unlike the solitude, 
the wild majesty afid magnificence of the Alps and Pyrenees, 
they present oiwcvery side scenes of die richest pastoral beauty, 
intermingled with twrtfcs aid villages, forests, lakes, cascades, 
grottos, g»d occasionally prentices and the higher features of 
the sublime in landscape. ! 

Rivers.— T he rivers of 'this department are numerous: they 
eiro the 3foscelt(Sf Jjhe Meurthe , JSaMie, Plains^&rusche? Va ire, 
Madon , Mouznn, and the.Coney, but they are not navigable. 

Roads.— 'S ix royal, and eighteen departmental roads traverse 
"this deponent. . o 

JMines.— I rofi, copper, lead, pit-coal abound in this depart- 
ment*:^ also contains quarries of marbfe, granite, mill-stones, 
slate, &£. * «' 

Mineral Waters.— flThere are nria^ral waters Plombicres , 
Buusftg, CrttrexevUle, See. 
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Remarkable Persons. — Joan £Arc, the poet Gilbert Pella 
(PEpinal, Albert Montemort , translator of oiv Walter Scott’s 
w’orks, &c. &c. 

Religion.— R oman Catholic, forming. part of the ‘diocese of 
Saint Die . The protestants have an oratory at Sdint Die attached 
to the consistorial church at Mulhausen. * • 

This department is # divi<fed ii^to five arrondissemens , viz: E final , 
Neuf Chateau, Mirecouri, Saint DU, Its civil government 
depends upon tlic Cour Royaie of Nancy ; i^ is comprised in tin: ( 
third military division. 

chief towns.® 

Gpinal, seated on the Moselle , was an important town 
before the invention of artillery, for it defended a ver^ itofyortanl 
pass into France, and made several vain efWejvours to emanci- 
pate itself and beefline a free cit/. In 1444 France received it a* 
a voluntary gift from the inhabitants : in 1465 it was reunited 
to Lorraine , and afterwards dismantled. Its^only object of 
attraction in these days, is a most beautiful flower garden be- 
longing to M. Doublat , who has carried the culture* of Flora’s 
favourites to the highest degree of perfection. Mars formerly 
held more imposing possession of this very spot of earth -•Upon it 
rose a fortress. The Vo^kgis are simple in their Jiabits and 
customs, gay«and lively in their dispositions, rfnd contented with 
their lot. Thejr *have Jwo amusements* which tfocte^culhir to 
themselves, the* on4 called Les brandons , the other Champs-Golot. 
The latter is thus celebrated ; the children of the town parade' 
about the streets, bearing flanks up^n which they have •fastened 
lighted candles, these they set afloat on tbe stream opposite the 
Hotcl-de- Vitle. Qrowds of pflflple assemble fo Witness this 
whimsical amusement, and to listen to the %jlowing couplet 
sung hf r these liltie urchins— 

Les champs-Oolot, 

Les Tours-relot, * 

F&ques* revient, 

C’est un grand bien. 

Pour les chats et pour xes chiens 
Gt les fens tout auaai bien. * 

• This fdte takes place some timf in February ; les ^random, 
on the* first Sunday uyiie month of March, ^fcen the young," 
peopjj^^te^fle amrimuse themselves on a^rock^n the 
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hcighbourhSod, ^ftcr whicl/ they scjarate, forming different 
parties, who kifldle bonfires, which they call Bures, A large 
circle is then formed, and the president of the ceremony calls 
. with if* 'loud voice upon all the lovers, whom he designates 
Valentins and Valentines , in the company, to approach : in cbe- 
dftnee to this 'summons they advance in pairs and walk round 
the Bures , when the Valentine gives a kiss f n the Valentin, which 
he is obliged to repay in the course of the week by a present, 
j called a Rachat. Should the lov6r he backward in performing 
this part of the cerpmony, he frigid be exposed to the raillery of 
his companions, -as Bellas his unfortunate Valentine.’ 

Epinal manufactures linen, thread, stockings, paper, earthen- 
ware, Yiad oil : its trade consists chiefly in corn, hemp, and 
wood, whiCh is coujnrted into casks and planks. 

Long. 4° 14' ; lr t. 48° 22'. Sixty-four leagues ejist by south 
frdm Paris. Fifty posts and a quarter. 

Domremy.— T his small village would ha\c remained for ever 
buried in oblivion had it not been for tliV celebrated Joan of Are 

De Domremy chantoiis tons 1c village, 

Faisons passer son beau noAl d’Age en age. 

M O Domremy \ tespauvres environs 

< N'ont ni muscori, ni pflch*L ni citrons, 

Ni miAe d’or, ni bon virf qui font d'ivrogne* : 
e'est ix c toi que la France doit Jeanne. 

• v 

All historical faettf relating to this renowned femalc*hre too 
well-known to he reprinted here; but as the honours 1 that have 
been paid to her metittffy in modern times may not be so familiar 
to the yovAbfid readers, for wfa&m this volume is particularly in- 
tended, they shall 'he inserted for their amusement and advan- 
tage. Joaij w’as born in the small will age of Domremy, in the 
department of th CvVosyes, upoiuthe hank's of^tBe Meuse , three 
leagues from Neuf chateau* The home of the heroine is situated 
very near the parish church, which is placed under the invoca- 
tion of Sgfoit Remy. In this church, where Joan was baptized, 
there is on each side of the altar, supporting an escutcheon 
bearing the arms of the family of du tys, the name given to 
her family by Charles VII., Accompanied by letters of nobility, 
^declaring them capable Df possessing^ d acquiring nohfe fiefs . 
Thcs^arm severe azure , bearing a swcVd in pa^e. crossed and 
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pomme d'or, supporting on the point a closed crov#i of France, 

and on each side a fleuFde lys in (fr. In 15^1, Jlftintqigne saj* 
in his travels — “ Je vis le devant de la maisoflettc, oh Jeanne 
• naquit, trate pcincte de ses gestes ; mais Page en # avoit fort 
corrmnpu la peincture.” The moqf interesting objecft fln this 
house, was the discovery of a statue within the wall representing 
Joan on her knees, bawheaded, and armed vap-a-pic. fter 
hair is long and flow* over her shoulders, upon^which there sirt* 
still some remains of gilding. Historians always describe her a^ 
having fine black hair, which she wore shorty as more convenient | 
in battle^ but she might possibly 'have concealed her flowing* 
locks under her helmet : this statue Amtains -perhaps the only 
real resemblance to la Pucelle , but the nose is injured, # so that 
that distinguishing feature cannot he ascertained from ’it; the 
coiner of the mouth is likewise impaired, «id the fight arm js 
broken off at the Shoulder. Ov6r tlie door #f entrance, which is 
of gothic structure, thete are three shields and two mottoes ;*t he 


arrangement will be ascertained by the annexed view. 



m Tig Cottage itPwhich foan of Arc was bofn.* 

• i 

The wheat sheaf and the motfi) “ Vive labewtf' and the escutchedh 
on the right,* have allusion to the eiflployment oT Joan’s family. 
The xpiddle escutcheon containing the arms of France, over Much 
is, “ Vive leroiy Lays” and the date 1481, seem to intimate tKat 
it was Louis XI. who^caused this memorial to be erected 4The 
jhird escutcheon on the left, con^ins the airps grai\tAl to the 
heroine. The family of du Lys became extinct in 1760, in the 
person of Mef sire H&fry Frangois-df- Coulorn b& du Lgt^ canon 
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of Champea^% and prior of Contras. • But there? are, nevertheless, 

families in Lorraine who claim a descent from the brothers of 

fa Pucelle. 

• In* 18 14; the house, which appears to have been forgotten in 

• Franck, became .all atbncc*an object of interest. It was visited 
by very many of the officers of the allied army, who carried away 
pieces of wood, which they had tom from the rafters and floor, 
as relics. J’he» Austrian princes* visited the humble dwelling, 

• pand a Prussian noble wishing to purchase it, offered the owner, 

| M. Gerardin , 6000* franks, which were refused. The govern- 
ment being informal of this circumstance, proposed purchase 
it likewise^ and* M. Cefhrdin fixed the price at 2,500 franks. 
Louis the XVIII. sent him the cross of the Legion of Honour , 
and 20,000 franks as a present to the department of the Vosges, 
to be employed in founding a school for young girls, and for a 
monument to Jeaniie <PArc. A fountain was chosen, as an 
object at once of beauty and utility, on the top of which was to 
be placed a statue of la Pucelle , in white marble, a present 
from Louis the XVII 1. likewise. On the 25tli July, 1820, the 
first stone of the fountain was la ; d, and on the 10th Sept, it was 
completed. The maisonette of Joan vnderwent some repairs and 
alterations: the chimney-piece which had been removed from 
the chamber in which sh^was bom* .was replaced, and the win- 
dows were glazed with. painted glass of the fifteenth century 
Some iron stanchions were also replaced, and a marble table 
was attached to the wall, upon 'which were engraven tfce clave 
and the intention of these labours, bestowed on the memory 
off Joan a of Arc; and upon, the chimney was placed the bust 
of Louis' XVIII., the active mover of these testimonies of 
national gratitude. ’ Perhaps 'Ms bust existq. no longer. The 
flag which was displayed on all public occasions at Domremy y 
was placed \ eside the bust; 15,000 persons wejc presents this 
ifcte. In the front df the fountain stands the school-house for 
young girls: atl alley from this house leads to a little court, in 
which stands the Maisonette of the unfortunate Joan of Ajc. 

’Whether 4 the cruelty of the English who massacred Jjoan of 
Arcy o* the ingratitude of Charles VII v and her countrymen, 
who made no effort to avert her fate, deserves to be most repre- 
hended, i& a matter that has never been discussed. But the fact 
stands rp 4 cordectas a blotSn the historw^age of Soth nations. 
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never -to be effaced, which admits of no paUiation : A is even said 

that the governor of Orleans was accessory to .her captivity, and 
that he ordered the drawbridge to be hastily dfawn up, just as 
•she was entering the city, because he was jealous of* her autho- 
rity and influence. # • 9 

The capture of Joan was celebrated by the English with the 
most extraordinary demonstrations of joy, and a solemn *Te 
Deum appointed. Jean, .who 'had hitherto bean considered a 
saint while in prosperity, was in the hour # of adversity denomi-* 
nated a sorceress, and it was resolved in council to .try her as j 
such : th<* petition for carrying Mhs sentence into execution was * 
presented by the Bishop of Beauvais , afld tfie lCarnetP University 
of Paris joined in the same request ! Several prelates, among 
whom, for the hftnour of the British prelacy let it be naftfbd, the 
Bishop of Winchester was the only EnglislAiag, were appointed 
judges. It was at Rouen she toas tried ; flhe appeared before 
the court in her military apparel. She behaved herself very 
gallantly, and appcaled^to God and the Pope for the truth of her 
former revelations. She was, however, condemned to be burnt 
alive. Terror and rigorous treatment so subdued her spirit, that 
eventually she declared herself willing to confess her errors, and 
solemnly promise never again to have recourse to such vain 
delusions, or impose upoif ty? people. * Female appall was then 
given to her/ and the scnten<& was softened to that of perpetual 
imprisonment, with broad and water foi#her food! But here the 
ernnitjfc of her foe? did not terminate, nor was any effort made 
during this period by her friends for her release. The former, 
indeed, watched with cruel anxiety for some pretext to execute 
the unjust sentence of death pronounced against lief: tKey placed 
in her prison the military habit vftiick she had wt>m%i her day?* 
of triumph, hoping she would be Jex&Jrted tJ! put it on. The 
stratagem succeeded— she could not resist the temptation, and 
this was made the paltry exettse for putting her to death, upon 
the pretext that she had relapsed info her formed transgressions, 
and was therefore unworthy to live. Such was the fat£ of a 
womaji to whose memory the Greeks would have ereefod tcmplfes. 

Plombi£res, seated between two mountains, is famoqf for its 
hot baths, the .waters of which ye highly beneficial !h fevers, 
rheumatic complaints, the, colic, and* inflammatory diseases of 
almost every ^escriptyjttl The Romans appear t!0 have Ijad great 
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faith in the ^flicacy of mineral springs, for wherever they are 
found, there is always some' trace more or less distinct, that the 
conquerors of the known world had made use of them. It is 
asserted that Julius C&sar constructed those of Plombizres, The 
great With is uncovered, and is of an oval form, fifty-four feet 
long, and capable of containing 120 persons ! the bottom is paved 
with stone. These waters issue from the adjoining mountains ; 
they are hoi enough to boil an egg in a very short space of time 
if placed on the fire, they |lo not boil sooner than cold 
j) water from. a cistern f or well. . Those waters which are drunk are 
only lukewarm; a frfhall tap has* been placed in the ^lountain, 
and the water is drawn off at pleasure: it is exceedingly clear 
-it the spring, but it deposits a white slime, which may be sepa- 
nited into layers. 

# There is a beautiful walk belonging to the town called pro- 
menade des dames , Ulrich was planted by Stanislaus, King of 
Poland, for the pleasure of Lcs Mesdames of France, sisters of 

Louis XV. There is also a fountain erected bv that Polish 
« * * 

prince. 



Fontaine du Roi , fyc. j*r. 


. Plombiiret has fine manufactories for paper, steely and thread. 
*I.ong,/ 0 6'j W 47*59'. 
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’ The mineral Waters of Bussing qre as Cold as th^e of Pltim- 
biires arc hot : to the right of this place is the famous peak oT 
the Vosges, called baHon <P Alsace. 


SECTION XXV. 

• • 

THE ANCIENT PROVINCE OF ALSACE. 

CONTAINING THE DEPARTMENTS* OF- HAS RH»N AND UAUT RJIIN. 


1.— DEPARTMENT OF BAS RHIN. *• 

f 

Tiie department of Bas Rhin is foriqcd Hy Jjie union of Bus* 
Alsace with some ancient lordships of LorraShe and Gcrmanv. 

Soil. — Remarkably fertile. • 

Mountains. — The Vosges, which are not her^very lofty. 

Rivers. — Besides the Rhin , there are the Sarre, and the 
Moselle. Numerous canals assist the interior navigation, and 
when the projected great undertakings are carried into effect, this 
department will rival every other # in ^France in this respecj - a 
canal is intended to unite «tfie Seirtb and the Rhin. • Upon the 
opposite bank, in the duchy f>f Baden? near 'to Rehl, the capal 
which is to join the Rhin to the Danube^ is to be* commenced 
• Miifcps. — Twenty-eight iron ‘ mines ar§ in work; antimony, 
cobalt, ochre, asphaltus, bitumen, and pit-coal are also abundant ; 
quarries of granite, slate,* gypsum, ^kc.. In the omnjpfl of Vilk 
there are traces of a gold mine, and the Rhin deposits small 
pellets of gold of an irregular '"form, and* of 1 a remarkable 
pureness. 

Mjkeral Waters, -—the most . remarkable are those oi 
Niederbnmn, 0 

Several springs of salt water are tflso iouna m tne cantons of 
Dicmfringen , Harskirck , and Soulty ; the salt of the lat*U»r is 
excellent * *• 

Remarkable Per%>ns. — Pierre Schoeffer , the printer,#fl/<frfm 
Bucer , a celebrated protestant diyne, who ha^ been formerly a 
Dominican monk. Jean fiaptiste Richer, Kellermatufy Oberlin 0 
Hermann , &c. &cc. 

u 5 
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It e li g I o N/£-Roman Catholic ; forming part of the diocese of 
Strasbourg. The fnembers of the reformed religion have two 
< nnsisLoiiiil churches, one at Strasbourg, the other at BischiviUer, 
upou which depend fourteen pastors : the Protestants are here 
veiy numerous. The jews have likewise a consistorial synagogue 
consisting of four rabbins and four lay members. 

This department is divided into four arrondmemens , viz. 
Strasbourg , JV< iWctnbourg, Sctlestadt , Sai'eme. Its civil govern- 
eme nt depends upon the Cour Royal e of Colmar ; it is comprised 

the fifth military division. . 

► * * 

. il 

THIEF TOWNS. 

SntASHO'yRo was originally built by the Celts, who called il 
Siryentorat, alludr'g^to its wealth. Dnisvs , son-in-law to Ciesar 
4umstus, here erected a fortress to defend the passage of the 
lift me and protect the empire from the Germans, who ne\ erthclcss 
frequently ravaged the city. The Hun" destroyed it under the 
inflexible Attila, but the Franks having established themselves 
m G.iul, erected a town a.d. 504, near the ruins of Argentmat 
to which they gave the name of Strat£-Burgom ; it subsequently 
belonged to the German, empire, until the treaty of Ryswick 
nine it to France, a.d. 1697. Strasbourg is a large, beautiful, 
and populous town, agreeably seated on the river III, near the 
Rhin; a fine, wooden bridge unites Strdsbourg jpith Kelxl, on 
the opposite side of the* stream; it is 600 feet long and 30 s wide ; 
16 feet above t^c highest elevation of the waters. Half this 
bridge hgl«m£} to th^ puke of Badefi, and the other half to 
Fiance. Iusforty-ejght hours Jjiis bridge of wood can be taken 
down with faci'iitv. 4 

% i 

The cathedra] of Strasbourg #was founded by Clovis, a.d. 504. 
Charlemagne ' finished the choir, and the*bishg3J> VenetS em- 
]fio\ed fourteen cars in beautifying the nave : but beautiful as 
ibis ^art of the building is, it is the tower which excites the 
wonder and admiration of all who behold it. It is the highest 
edifice in'fcurope, and some say, three feet higher than the 
nlliM 'Egyptian pyraimd, being 448 feel high; others affirm 
iliat it is three fret lower, ft is most beautifully constructed 
d a laccbork of stone, ai^d so richly ornamented vtfth embossed 
wmk, tjjot by a* skilful person in the arhef climbing, it could 
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be ascended from the outside with safety : *635 step^conduct the 
more prudent traveller to its summit ; this tower was 162 year* 
before it was completed, by a succession of four renowned archi- 
'tects. lathe church of the cathedral, besides the 'choir, is a 
clpck of astonishing mechanic power. Some portions of it 
retain their action, but the greater part of the wofks are injured. 
The following description gives its details as originally, con- 
structed : — 1 # • j 

This famous clock, the master piece of a rising .art, was in-^ 
vented by two celebrated xpatheinaticiaift, Dasipadius and a 
Wolkcnstenius, in the year lo71. Among, other things truly ■ 
curious, an immense celestial globe wal remarked in*t, ip which , 
were seen three very distinct movements ; first, that of the globe 
itself, which turned from cast to west in twenty-four Jiotfrs ; then 
that of the sun, which took a year to .pas? though the signs «1 
the zodiac ; and lastly, that of the moon, Vhich completed its 
revolution in twenty-eight days. The machines which put this 
globe in motion, were Ridden in the body of a Qplican ; the pole 
was indicated by a star of copper, and the zenith by an angel 
placed in the middle of the meridian. 

Two great circles also Were seen, one of nine feet surrounding 
one of eight; the first Jurned fipm # north to south ; the ope to 
the north, which indicatedteach daj ef the week, supported two 
angels, and the other to the south, pointed out the day that ought 
to come six d^jrs later* The. inner cirde turned^ from north to 
Southland took a* century to return to thejsame point. Different 
things t\ere represented in it, such as the year of the world, the 
year of Jesus Christ, thtf circle, ofethc^sun, tfie •qpifloxes, •the 
change of the celestial points, which were produced by the 
movement called* trepidation, the bissextile ^eaf, toe moveable 
feasts, the dominical le^er, aiyl the golden pumber. There 

was fbund in iL also, an immoveable index , whidh enclosed all 

m f 7 • 

these wonders for different years ; the lower extrdinity of tlfis 
index was joined to its immpveable circle, upon which were repre- 
sented Alsace, and the town of Strasbourg . On each side of this • 
circle^ on the wall, the eclipses of the sun ajd mo&f were indi- 
cated from 1573 to 1624. • # # • 

• The third thing worthy of notjpe, was the weekly, movement 
of th{ plants. On Sunday the sun was seen drivibg his cajr, 
and when his coursgrwas finished, Monday (Lundi)#jppeared, 
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that is to say^thc moort, in all her splendour ; then the horses (7 f 
liars’ car. showed their heads, and so on for the rest of the week. 
The fourth was a dial for the minutes ; on the north side a child , 
with a sceptic in his hand, gave notice of the hour that was going 
to strike; another child ontlhe south side, held an hour-gla&s, 
which was in perfect harmony with the clock; and when the 
hour strtick, the child turned the hourglass. Above the dial of 
minutes, wa^ a dial fj>r the hour: the outer circumference con- 
fined the hyurs, and in the middle* there was an astrolabe which 
showed the movement of eacl; planet, its appearance, and in 
wlmt sign, in what .degree and in what hour it v.as pho ed in the 
different parts of the day.* The movements of the sun and moon 
were also seen, as well sis the head and tail of the dragon. 

There' w^s yet another circle, in which was shown the rising 
«it»d setting of the ^pdon, as well as the quarter in which she was. 

hour little hells Struck the quarter, the half-hour, and the 
three-quarters. At the first quarter a little child appeared, 
which struck the first bell with an apple; 4 thcn it went and placed 
itself near the fourth bell : next came a youth who threw a dart 
upon two hells, and took his place by the child. At the third 
quarter ail armed man struck three*. hells with a halbert and 
succeeded the youth. At tlje fourth quarter an old man ap- 
peared, who struck four <A>6lls wilhv a crooked stick. Death 
immediately rushed out to strike the hour, it hovered over the 
four ages, in order to seize those who presented themselves; but 
the Saviour of the wqrld arrived, who protected the yoyugesl, 
and Death could only take away the old man. 

Lastly;-^ttte top of tljls matchless piece of workmanship was 
a tower, containing a chime of bells which played at three, seven, 
and eleven Vclv»ck, a different tune, and at Christmas, Easter, 
and the Pentecost* a turie ofirej^icing.^ When the music ceased, 
the cock wliali was placed at the top of the to^pr, stretched out 
his nock, (lapped His wings, and crowed twice. The tower 
enclosed all the' ingenious * mechanism of this curious clock, of 
which now but a very small part remains. In 1822, that part 
representing the ^figures which struck the hours, was perfect, 
but* wither they be se now, the writer«does not presume to 
determine, ft . 

The church of Saint Thomas belongs to the pjotestaijts ; it 
contains^, splenhid monument to the menigry of Marshal Saxe, 
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erected by order of Loyis XV. The figifre of Maurice, with his 
brows encircled by laurel, and the marshal’s baton irt his hand, 
•is in the act of descending the steps of the tomb, his countenance 
is calmly fixed on Death, who points, to the gloom j abode : « 
f rauce, placed upon the steps, is*Jooking tenderly at the Mar-* 
slial, and appears to interrupt his progress with one hand, yhile 
with the other she is opposing the advance of Death. .Allegorical 
figures represent on the right the nations lie fins pouquered, on 
the other side, Love with hL% torch bent down wards, •sheds tears 
he looks at the hero. Thejtpmb is surmounted by a p\ramii<i ]j 
behind Ovhich is the figure of a Hercules,, whose % countenance 
expresses the greatest grief this last figure would l^ive hcc% 
better omitted, it destroys the simplicity, unity and grandeur of 
the tomb. Indeed, it is most likely tliat the eye Of id the mind 
are so rivaled to^tbe principal^ group, thft Jlercules may pass 
unobserved ; tant mieux ! The tombs of*Gcncrals Dcssaij and 
Richer are likewise in Strasbourg, and of a less costly descrip- 
tion than that of Marshal Saxe, but their memory is deservedly 
not less dear to their countrymen. 

Beautiful barracks, a military hospital, a splendid and rich 
library, a magnificent Ptiice d'Armes , four beautiful streets, these 
compose the chief attractions of Strasbourg, which is nihre exten- 
sive than magnificent, Acept in* the public edifices that hate 
been named. The citadel is one of the finest in France,, and 
does honour Jo the cflgincer, Vauban.* The wajk of lc Broglie , 
# within the walK, and of the lie de Robsrtsace without, form two 
very delightful promenades. A large tree in the neighbourhood, 
which can cover 80 persons wifh itg ^liadow,® ai*} amid the 
branches of which, several summer-houses Jiave bqjjji constructed, 
afford an agreeable rendezvous for tbe^iiAabitants. The 
botanical gardens are ^vorth ^eefng, as welU as the orangery, 
whfbli was translated from Bouxiville by the gtrafburghers. All 
the people of Strasbourg go with their \eads uncovered : \he 
women knot up their hair. very prettily. 9 

•lean Guttemburg was- a native of this town, biy; he settled at* 
Mergence, yvhere he set up his first printing press. # 

Strasbourg is tht entrcpdt«for cdhimerce betw^j* francc, 

» Germany, and Switzerland, fit also contains a consistorial 
synpgogucjp of the Jewsy and it is the general eonsSftory of the 
protestants of the*^ and Haut *Rhin.. TlTe^nanflfacturcs of 
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this town are ,*oo numerous to he detailed, and its territory pro- 
duces wine, tobacch, hemp, and madder. 

Geographers fix its position in long. 5° 24' 3d" ; lat. 48°34 / 56 // . 
' One hurd'i'gd and sixteen leagues east of Paris, and sixty posts 
and a half. r 

At- Mutzig, a* little to the right of Strasbourg , in one of the 
most picturesque spots of the Vosges , ihe*Hassel descending from 
one of the mountains, forms the beautiful cascade of Nider, so 
Called from rf castle on the rock above it. On each side thick 
jl/Srests forma boundary to the*§ilv<vr sheet of waters, and produce 
a beautiful ns well -as magnificent contrast: at* no vc£y great 
distance Chcrc is a smaller cascade .which falls from a basin into 
one beneath it, at the distance of thirty or forty feet. 

Saverne,*>ii the Sort, at the foot of the Vosges , is the ancient 
Ta'bem of the Ronniis, built by Julius Caesar. It m to Julius 
Cicsar we are indebted for the division of the year into 52 weeks, 
365 days ; and as if to commemorate an invention so important, 
Cscsar, suspecting" mankind to be at times*- forgetful of the bene- 
fits they receive, formed the fantastic, vain, and fruitless project 
of immortalizing the fact, by a construction in fragile and perish- 
able brick and mortar. The walls of Savcme were defended by 
52 toners;* the pinnacles of the battlements between these towers, 
of which thefe were 365, wdre divided 1 into sevens. 

Savrrne has manufactories of sheeting, stockings, fftr, tobacco, 
&c. The best French ma'jjs assign,, long. 2® 28' ; lqt 48° 44 # 20" 
north to this place. *• * 

Not very far frojn Saveme, is the beautiful valley of Kronen - 
thal, (vallay l of w thc CTOvyuJ* wMch derives its name from having 
been the resifhnce of some of the early kings of France. It 
contains some very Jine qqarries of free-stone. ■ 

Haguenau *3 a small town*on'the Mpder, tolerably well for- 
tified : it is particularjy healthy, aqd thither the invalid sol filers 
are sent from tl\e neighbouring garrisons. In 1164 Frederic 
Barbarossa fortified this town, and built a fine palace within its 
k walls, in whifh he deposited the crown, the sceptre, the globe, 
and {he sword of Charlemagne. The bishop of Spires tmns- 
ported dfew into the castle of Trifels, Hfynenau was formerly 
an opulent town, #>ut this is n&longer the case, a- circumstance * 
ndt at air surprising, whe^ it is known that betwqra the, year 
1673 andvt706^:t was seven 'times regularlynbesieged. 
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Between Haguenau 0 m&. Wissgnbourg, there & u. mineral 
spring possessing .salt and ferruginous qualities: this spring is 
very much frequented. These baths, though known .at the 
time of the invasion of the Franks, were neglected' yiy.il 1502, • 
ylicn the Count of Haguenau reserved on cleaning the spring.* 
Three hundred medals in different metals were* then discovered 
hearing the effigy ofseveftri Roman emperors, a circumstance which 
proves that the waters of Niderbroon were \?ell /known to the 
Romans. In the neighbourhood of this village of hot bath has 
been discovered, aud a col un^p* erected- *o Jupiter,, jjg well as n , 
stone, uflon which an officer of the ^ightJi legion Jjad engraven 
his name. • Between Niderfyroon and SoulU/ y at Lampcrslockf 
the fountain of Bochelbounn , or Pechelbounn was djs^overed ; 

. the waters produce a kind of black bitumen and fed oil which 
covers its surfacq at intervals ; # the waters ^themselves arc linfpkT 
and clear, yet they have a very fetid /smell ; this naturally ex- 
cited inquiry, and upon digging near the spring, four beds or 
layers of asphaltus were discovered, extending «ix leagues round. 
This mine is now worked, and two wells have been formed. 

Among the groups of mountains which contribute to the 
picturesque beauty of this department, arc some which are inde- 
pendent of the Vosges. » One of these, called Hohenbourg,m\ % the 
mountain of Sainte Adilfo, is peculiarly interesting, not only 8h 
account of*ts situation, but from the* circumstances from which 
it derives it§ name! There wgs hefe formerly a vast Roman 
9 cam^ r the walls of which were fifteen feet high: it encircled not 
only this mountain, but several of the adjaceqf ones* aud a bread 
paved road facilitated *the passage o\eqit. Bdlwct^i the "trees 1 
of the forests some remains of this wall mpy be s|^ll discovered. 
A strong castle; said to have been built tyr Maximilian Her- 
cules, stands on its sujmnit ; • arftund which »th» Romans, the 
Hifts, the Vandals, and Jbe Burgundians, sited torrents of 
blood. In after times, Duke Alaric, the father of the coiAits 
and dukes* of Burgundy,.discovered the remains of thiq castle, 
and* being of a gloomy disposition, he caused it t^> be repaired,* 
and*withiq its dark walls, and amid the sombre iorests which 
surround it, he spent his days. He %ad been disiqjjJbmted on 
the birth of his first child, who gvas a daugh\p, bom blind, and 
in a^burst gf rage and passion he desired it#raight Ve instantly 
destroyed, Bereswdg, his wife, hrard this aegpee w^h horror; 
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but she contrived to el tide the savage' cojnmand, and consigning 
her infant to the tare of a stranger, Alarie was informed that 
the child was dead. The birth of a son did not dissipate the 
passions of* the duke : shut up in his castle, he was approached 
‘with terror by all Jiis attend wits. In the meanwhile, his daugh- 
ter Received the name of Odile; she was carefully brought up, 
and at the age of six years the nurse toftk her to the village of 
Uaumc-lcs-Nrymctins, hi the environs of hesan^on, where she 
recovered her sight; hut the legend does not say whether from 
the use of the springs* or by. ay operation. When she was 
grown up, her brother introduced her into the castle, Wicrc she 
a vcnturccLto make herself known to her cruel father, who spurned 
her from him, and the terrified girl fled and took refuge in a 
convent. Mature, however, at length prevailed, and Alarie 
'\*e«t himself in search of his daughter, and strove by every 
means in his power to make amends for his former unnatural 
and cruel conduct: he relinquished the castle, that she might 
convert it into a yionastery, and erected n dwelling for himself 
and Bercsinde near to it, w here they both died in the arms of 
Odile. llahenboury is no longer a religious house; but the 
buildings still remain. The stone coffin of Odile , which the 
revolutionists of 1793 dicl no^ spare, has been replaced iu a 
ckapel dedicated to her. *Ai the extremity of the monastic 
garden there is the chapelle des larmes , in which Alarie used to 
retire, to repenj. and weep for his past crimes. Another small 
chapel, called la chapellfi suspendue , stands on the edge of the 
mountain og jhi$ spot. Under the shadow of a large lindcn- 
trecy the sj^talor, if his heatlrgrow not giddy, may enjoy one of 
the finest prospects that can he conceived. Among the illus- 
trious pilgrims who have visited the tomb of Odile, were the wife 
of Charlemagn.fi fi^harde, wkfc qf Charles Ic Gros ; the Emperor 
Charles IV. ; Richard Cccur dfi Lion ; Christian /., king of Den- 
mark; a king of Cyplus; and Popfc Leo IX. 


2.^DEPARTMENT OF HAUT RUIN'. ^ 

O , 4 V 

The department of Haul Rhin is composed of Haute Alsace, 
Sundza , and the ancient republic of Mulhausen. It is a frontier 

department on the f East. ^ 

o! #» tCr 



DEPARTMENT OP HAUT RHIN. # # J 449 

So\l. — The ancient province of Alsace is onc^of the most 
fertile countries in the world. • m * § 

' • Mountains. — Th6 Vasyas , which intersect this department, 
‘are here • lofty mountains, the summits of whic^'arc^round; 
lywce they have acquired the niime*)f ballons . * 

Rivers. — The only navigable rivers of this deparunent # nrc 
the Rhin, which horders^it on the cast, and the III, wKich tra- 
verses it from north* to south. ' t • ^ 

Canals. — Two canals assist the interior navigation : that of 
Nevf-Brisarh from Ensisheim Jto ScluJstgjlt^ml th at of Rhin et 
Rhone. • . . m 

Mines. — This department is partienla riv n pli in mii^ral pro-* 
dilutions. Silver, copper, and lead are found united in the same 
.mine. Iron, antimony, cobalt, pit-coal, asphaltus, ^cT Quar- 
ries of clay, ochrcj gypsum, See.* . * # • • 4 

Mineral Waters. — These are nuinerofts; hut there arg no 
establishments of baths hut those of Soultzmatt , the waters *of 
which arc strongly impregnated with carbonic acid; they are 
nevertheless much drank. 

Remarkable Persons.— Lefebwe, duke of Dantzic; General 
Rapp; Leon IX.; Man tin Sc ham, a celebrated engraver; 
V Abbt de La Porte ; Frgron; Geyenijs Beurmann, Scherer^ &c. 

Religion. — Roman Cdlholic, forming part of the diocese 
Strasbourg. • The Protestants have a cmisistorial church at Maut- 
hausen, having ten pastors dependent ®pnn it. JChe Jews have 
likewise a eonsislorial synagogue, com^ised of four rabbi and 
four lay .members. 

This department is divided intothrge arra 
Colmar , Altkirch, Belfort . ^ 

Its civil government depends upon the CourjRbyale of Colmar. 
It is comprised in the fifjh military division. 


iw, vizv: — 


chi£f town 8. 

Colmar Is placed in a tyjautiful plain near the river III. It 
is erteted on the site of the ancient Argenteria, afterwards called i 
Collin Martjs by the Franks, from its proxinjity to # £ mountain, 
on which was a temple dedicated to Mars. It is a hirg£ and 
•clean town, through which flow ^ie rivers FetjJT&v id ZaucA. It 
contains a fjnc arsenal, an orangery a nurs^j, and%r>me goqfi 
walks. The wines in Jits neighbourmiod are vfix celebrated. 
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Long. 5° 2* ll /; ; last. 48° 4' 44" One hundred and sixteen 
leagues Last from 'Paris. 

Mulhausen was formerly the capital ‘of a small republic ; 
but in 1798^ it was united to France. It is said, its name is 

■ derived from the; number of windmills (moulins) in its neigh- 
bourhood The inhabitants have distinguished themselves in 
many manufactures, and carry on a good brisk trade in sheeting, 
.blankets, silk stockings, paper for hangings^ kirschenwarcs, &c. ; 
and its territory produces wheat, w;ine, and fruits. 

This department ‘lies between the Rhine and the Vosges, and 

■ abounds' \vith towns and villages. The bosom of tlw earth is 
, rich in pines, an/i its surface is covered with vegetable produc- 
tions. Madder anu tobacco arc plentiful, and the summits of the 
Vosges' di'c covered with thick forests, 


♦ SECTION XXVI. 

THE ANCIENT PROVINCE OF BOURGOGNE. 

CONTAINING THE DEPARTMENTS OF YONNE, COTE-D’OR, SAONE 

« « • i 

, . , ET LOIRE, ANQUAIN. 


1 * — DEPARTMENT OF YOI^NL. 

This is^p. ip land department (centre); it is composed of 
portions di Bourgogne and Champagne . * 

Soil.— N othing carf be more opposite than the different parts 
of the Yonne : <bpen', uncultivated lands; barren hills; clayey 
fields, intersected Vy porfds. «• • , 

Mot) ntainc.— T here are .none, properly .speaking ; but^here 
Hie rocks neUr Arcyf and in the south-west there is a chain of 
hills. ‘ 

Rivers.— The Yonne and the Seine . « 

Forest^.— T he forest of Morlages is very productive. » 
Mvn^s. — I ron is found in this department. 
Rema^ablMJebsons.— Pierre Crespit ; Loysqm; and Bour- 
delots; Generals r^ccon, Drapes ; Jacques Almain, p celebrated 
theologiop. 
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' Religion.— Roman Catholic, under the archbishop of Sens. 

Its judicial government depends upon the CtArWRoyafe tef 
Paris, and it is comprised in the eighteenth imlitary#di vision. 

This department is divided into five arrondisserfeis, viz. 
Auxerre , Strut, Joigny, Tonnerre, an^l Arnllon 


m CHIEF TOWNS. 


Auxeuue is irregularly built, many of jts principal Duncmigs 
being mixed with low, ill-constructed, wooden houses. There 
are, however, two or three streets which ar® exempt from such a 
nuisance* It contains likewise, two squares, tBP^episcopah 
palace, and the cathedral, the windows of wltieh ate composed^ 
of old painted glass. The extraordinary*19W^ht of this building 
is thus accounted for : the architect having been lijnitell to the 
exact extent of ground which the old Shurcli had nccuplftfL* 
resolved that it should surpass *it in lofty grandeur, -ffhe quay 
on the banks of the Yonne is extensive and commodious. Auxerre 
fonncrly possessed an abbey, called Saint Germain, which con- 
tained the bodies of sixty saints; but the Revolution of 1793 
levelled it with the dust. Auxerre is a very ancient town ; it 
has been alternately ragged by the Huns, the Saracens, the 
Normans, and the English, independently of the arumerous 
saccagcments it has undt&gjpne from |he different hostile partly 
of France. • Its trade consists in hemp, iron, steel, wine, wood, 
and spun cotton. # « • 

• Nqjir the village of Arcy , about six leagues from Auxerre, the 
rocks rise perpendicularly to a great height, at the foo t of which 
there are deep caverns;* from one^)f these issnSSJtli? 4Jure, jflter 
a course of two leagues under ground!* ^This ie the Ihud of en- 
chantment : it isjike Caliban’s cave— for oA follpwfhg the course 
of the river, the hills become gradqalljr covered with wood, along 
whigh the path liesj and. here* the echoes give^ack, not only 
words, hut short stanzas, as ft is said ; ami $ a song or instru- 
ments be tuned to melody, then this place will*be 
' «« Full of noises, 


Sounds, and sweet airs, that give delight and hufmc 
Sometimes a giousand twanging iqptrumSnts 
Will hum about your ears ; and sometimes ^icea.* 

The interior of these rocks contain the gr^os of Arcy. The 
entrance to them is # through a jgrn# cavern, Which c^ntrafcts so 



452 


TOPOGRAPHICAL. HISTORY OF FRANCE. 


that at its extremity an opening of four feet only remains ;• this 
h&s hecn V-iosetl with a door, by the family of D'A ret/. Through 
this portahithe traveller enters an apartment which is unor- 
nameiitcd;,.hut it leads to a succession of seven or eight, move 
or less 'cinbcliished by fanciful figures in stalactite. In one 
saioon there is the representation of a fortress, with soldiers 
in tfie of stunning it; and another wf a woman with a child 
in her arms. In ft* very figure a tube is .ohsefVcd, through which 
the waters lj)ier. The extiemity of the suspended points is 
generally tender, and notjof,that dazzling whiteness which 
«$hc iirm9r y parts present. They are full of echoes* though 

.y° u . ' ; r 

11 Tread softly, that the blind mole may not 

'Kear a foot-fall.” 
r 

' * "L-mg. 1° 14' 6Q"; f lat. 47° 57'. Forty-four leagues south- 
east from Paris. Twenty posts and three-quarters by Melun; 
and twenty-one posts and a half by Fontainebleau . 

The country between this and Sens t is thus described by 
Merlin : — 

La des prt's ctendus, la dcs collincs vertes 
Ou mArit, plein dc pourpre, un laisin veloute ; 

( 1 Ici des boU toutfus ? et des valles couvertes 

^ . On l'amour, vers le*sdlr, egare,V* beaute, 

Un pont majestueux unit la double rive ; 

Des casernes de # Mars ici regnent les murs, 
lit rionne, cn sou corn*, erVante et fugitive, ' 

Se plait a les baigner de ses flots toujours purs." 

wqiGNV^Inl'^fifst little lo^n that presents itself, is scarcely 
worth mentioning, but Chat its name is derived from Jovian , one 
of the ancicdt prefects of the Gauls, and this ^record speaks of 
ite antiquity. In the neighbourhood of Brienm , a labourer, as 
lie was ploughing his field, found a vase, containing 4500 bronze 
medals, from, tlie time of Constantine to Maxi me. Moslay-le-Roi 
is the ancient Mossolaeum of die kings of the first race of France. 

Sens. — The waters of the Vanne flow through this town, and 
keep it exceedingly clean. The ramparts are remarkable for 
the numerous remains of^agan temples of yvhicli they are part- 
ly constricted. ^The cathedral^ is also indebted for many of its 
ornaments,#) throgme source, although it is, strictly speaking, 
of gothic architecture. TV? tombs of the daupnin, son of 
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Louis XV., amt that qf Ills wifi e^MarH Josephe-fjf-Si 
been replaced. It contains qlso, in one of tlft^chapcflf the toinb 
Vi Saint Sarien , tlic'first bishop of Sens , who suffered martyrdom 
in the tlrird century. The beautiful pointed wijjfflows^ are the, 
york of Jean Cousin . The library contains 4;hc original MSS. % 
for the Offices des Fans, and of la Prose (VAnc. . . # 

Among the illu.strious*persons of antiquity, the ancient generals 
A coon and Drapis , who bravely and obstinately %jp posed Casar , 
and the merchant Smtrtm , whose valour and prudence called 
him to the throne of Sclavonig^ were citizefls of SciWjA. I). 030. 
Jean (hfUge, a dew, a native of this town, distingqjshed himsdT 
by his audacity, during the reign of JeajuJ^Jim. paving hj* 
his wealtli obtained more than an ordinary degree of considcra- 

• tion, and even rank, than was common in those distant times, for 
so humble an individual, he entertained th% amhitioushppi^ri 1 " 
placing himself far above all human control, and jjfesuyiptu- 
ously assumed the title of king of France : for this purpose* he 
raised troops, and ^pointed an Englisli gentleman, named 
Venial/, (who had been banished his native country for his 
crimes,) his lieutenant, with whom he proceeded triumphantly to 
Avignon ; but there ternflnatcd his vain dream of grandeur. Tin* 
seneschal of Provence , assisted by J {Jin's troups, took ftotlijGW^c 
ami ernag prisoners. ^ 

The Shhnais were among the bravest 'and foremost of. the 
troops of Brqmus, when be attacked Etome. T%s ancient Gauls, 

* indeed, maintained that a long line of.kings, from the earliest 
ages, lmd governed tliis part of ancient 

ever, no records remahi. The Romans emlreWislicfl Sens; and , 
called it Agendieum. Under the dominion of Saracens, it 
took the name* of Orbandelle, in allusion to* the rows of gilt 
bricks with which they t dccorq#ed»tli? walls, 1 *1^^* belt Julian 
th^apostate fortified himself in this town, tfjen%ttacked by the 
Gennans, A.J). 356. # * • % 

Sens contains manufactures of cotton-velvet* sheets, druggets, 
|erges, stockings, See. Its territory produces wine, grains, wood* 
wait and hemp. •• * 

Long. 57' 21" 5 kt. 48° IF 58". 'Thirty lQWfues loifth-east 
from Paris. 
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^.—DEPARTMENT OF COIE-D’OR. 

The 'CQt&pOr is an inland department (E.), forriied of a 
' pan of ancient Bourgogne, * x 

r ' SpiL ; — The face of the country is intersected by mountains, 
hills, and plains. It is generally stony 1 ; \e{ the grain which is 
raised in the go/hPQ* is fine, though not abundant Towards 
the south the earth is ric h and fertile. 

Moujjgyyyss. — The mountains y Inch travci.se this depnitmeut 
^rc considcj^d as a branch of the Alps. Towards tlie south- 
west, am 1 about Istlf a league from Dijon , commences the chain 
called ( 'ftte (POr , on the sides of which the vine is successfully 
cultivated. * 

•* •'IVv.ms. — T hore f occupy nqe-quarter of, the department. 
Ncx/ to tlie Vosges, tfiis is the most woody department in France. 
Tlfe oak and the beech form their chief and constituent parts ; 
the linden-tree, maple, and the plane, an among the more rare 
of the coppice wood, which is principally composed of the lote- 
tree and the service-tree. 

Rivers.— The Seine rises in this dtyartment between Saint- 
Seine, and Chaneeaux : the,/4wAc, the Dtcure, Same, , and Vinyl- 
M v.vtw, arc minor streams, thht spread fertility through the coun- 
try they traverse Two canals, that of Bourgogne , which joins 
the Same to the Seine , phss thq Yonne ; aild the u mal which is 
now in construction, and is to join the Rhone to the Rhin* 
y f'"™ '•*vu-mines in the Cole-d'Or occupy the first 

rank among itf minera^pyodtletions. Pit-coal, free-stone, mill- 
stone, lithographic stqnc, hone, gypsum, potter’s earth, and marble, 
constitute part 'of ( it$ subterranean treasures. The Granit de 
Bourgogne is^rd, H and remarkfibly fine. « At Saint- Seine there is 
a stone of so flaky $ nature as to be jeasily split into flakes, wliiick 
aPj used for roofing houses, instead of slates. 

Mineral Waters.— There are several ; but there is no esta- 
* blishment for the accommodation of v isitors. m * 

Remarkable Persons.— Of the house of Burgundy, Philippe - 
le-llardv, r Phiiivpe-le-bon ; Jean-sans-Peur*, and Charles-le-Te- 
meraire, SaintSfrmard, who J. reached tft crusades; Theodore ’ 
B?za^ a prftestant^ reacher-of great renown; Buffo.i; Dauben- 
ton; Jearfi Coutfn; Crebillon «..I Longuepiorre, dramatic and 



PBPartAent of yonne. 455 

tragic authors ; Soufflot, f he architect of thfe Pantheon ; jtarshals 
Marmont , Jnnot; Comte de Peluse* one of tte fov&dMa of tlfe 
'Poly technique School; Marti , duke of Bassanof Denon ; 

‘ Pctitot , &c. 

Religion. — Roman Catholic, lorming part fit the diocese of 
fiijoii. The Protestants have an oratory attached to the^reforgieSh 
church at Besan$on , and*one house of prayer. The Jews have 
a synagogue at Dijm. The number of Hebrews in the depart*, 
ment amounts to three hundred and eighty. 

This department is divided. Jmto. four arfondissemens^iz . : — 
Dijon , Cka tillon-sur- Seine, Bourne , Seinur. . •’ 

Its civil government depends upon Ihe Qitur.Royale Dijon . , 
It is comprised in the eighteenth military division. 


CHIEF TOWNS. 


Dijon. — The early histoty ofthis town 1 * lost in the^Rtrkness 
of antiquity. The first authentic records relate that Caesar 
established a camp of eight legions on this spot, to protect the 
E Juans against the Germans, the Helvetians, and the Sequanians. 
This camp he surrounded with a wall, and he then* gave it the 
name of Castrum Divionmnse. After the departure of the troops, 
several merchants nnd tradespeople, who had been drawn thither 
by the congregation of tfii%large number of human Jjeings* stjfc 
continued toi reside within thb walls, converting their temporary 
habitations into dwellings of a more lasting description. The 
Sequqpians having again invaded this j>art of Gaul, Marcus * 
Aureliw surrounded it with fresh fortificatiqjj^n^hemnp^or 
Aurelian greatly enlarged it. Th^BurgundiaSsJa^g^aBie 
sequel, got possession of this fertile counter, it becqjne^he capital 
of the dukes of j Burgundy. In 1137 it w*as ajmost destroyed 
by fire. The dukes of Burgundy were Yormidfblee^pmies to the 
king* of France, ai\d it was not until the decofff Charles the 
Bold, that it was united to* Fiance. • * • ^ 

Dijon, is Seated in an agreeable plain, abounding with vine- 
yard* The ancient Palais des Etats was built by LouifXII., 
upon* the site formerly occupied by the palace of Che %Duke of 
Burgundy : an old tgwer, which is used as ah oheervatgpy^B all 
gthat is standing of the former edifice. The mptce Contains a 
museum, i^ which there are many modelwuid paintings of 
the ancient Chartreuse of^yjg^^he churdTof Nftre Dame 
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ha$ beeT much talked cof, but some of its proportions are consi- 
dered di^cuve : the pillars, for instance, which support the roof, 
are not sil Hciently large ; yet, to those who arc not connoisseurs, 
either sis u^-liitects professionally, or as amateurs, it is a fine, 
noble, and beautiful buildivg. It contains a remarkable clock, 
tfiiich was brought from Courlrai by Philip the bold , duke of 
Burgundy, after the battle of Kosebeck, to punish the inhabitants 
for refusing to restore the gold spurs of the Trench knights killed 
under its wjjrls in 1342. The clopk was carefully brought to 
Dijon in a cart, and set up, yutli Jaquemart and hi., wife, two 
• ctone figures, who still strike tlie hours. The little child who 
now accompanies them is supposed to be of comparative modern 
invention. There is an old Trench poem, by a vinedresser of 
Dijon, 'u i which is the following stanza 

J.'"]u£mart de rien nc s’etonuc, 

Le fFoid de l’ivar, de Tautomni*, 

Le ciiau de l’et&i, du print am, 

Ne l’on su ranilrc innncontan. 

Tiu’ai pleuve, qu’ai noge, qu’ai 'Mole. 

El «* sui tete dans sai cault. 

Et le deu pie dans sc soulai ; 

Ai ne veu pa soti de Iai.* 1 

^ Of the origin of these jaq uemarts^ the most probable is this : 
it was customary in the middle ages, and is so now in many parts 
of the continent', in titm of t war, to place *1 man upon a steeple, 
or some high building commanding an extensive view, whosj 
office it. was Mei-YC Uie alarm in case of the approach of an 
enemy, (n oCfires, thefts, ,gnd murders, which might come 
within their ken ; these men were formerly clad in mail. The 
name of Jaquemart is said to be a corruption pf Jaque et maille. 
The substitution bf 'figuies pn the towers, when the police was 
better reguhv$edj*«vas a subsequent regulation and invention. 

. The spire* of tlie church Saint Dehiyru deserves the most un- 
bounded admiration ; it is " three hundred and seventy-five feet 
highland is so light and airy that its point is hardly discernible. 
This cluirth was founded in the sixth century, upon an ancient 
grotto, jn who'll wfere deposited the remains of its patron saint, 
who suffered li^rtyrdom fronjjhe Gauls, whom he endeavoured 
to con vert* to Ch^ftianity. Th6 portal of Saint Mihiel is curious, 
by a mixture oMie three ^(Jyrsjg^^nciont architecture with tlie 
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gothic. Over the principal' door is a h as ere i fo f of pjfg&txfcy. 
Among modern buildings the obufoh 4* &rinH- 

is conspicuous) its dome is its principal onuneut; the 
chief altay is cowed by a canopy of dififesent kfcy!rf marble. 
The front of the altar is ornamented.by two statws <& /he pre- 
sidents Jolt and Bouchre. ^ 

The Place Royale is in the form of a horseshoe, oppoaUI to 
which stands the pataca It was formerly adorned with a statue 
of Louis XI V n and though m itself beautiful, it is%ocompaaied 
by one great defect; the buildings behind at rise in unsightly 
shapes, agd fonji a disagreeable 1 back-ground to thd^vhiofc 
would otherwise present a very fine cdkp-<PceU.\ 

There are sorie pretty promenades in its neighbourhood ; the 
chief of these are the walks in the park La Cohm&ity, fife ram- 
parts, and V Arquebus The garden is adosned by a iemarin||||p 
old poplar, which*draws the attention of all the lover^fftrees, 
for it is at least seven feet and a half in diameter. * * 

The : ^habitants of this town are not very commercial ; they 
comsi, indict 1 , chiefly* of persons in easy circumstances, and 
the town is therefore .cmarVably quiet * 

Long. 2° 41' 60 " ; lai^ 47° ]9' 26". Seventy-three leagues 
south-east from Paris, thirty-eight posts. Chief hotel’ Hotel 
Condi. •• % * m 

Vaux-Chigmmy or Vaux Saint-Jean, is a viHage, south, in this 
department, situated iq a valley watered hy tbfe Casaime. It 
gontains no btjee^ worthy of fietiee, and is maxetf mentioned as 
a sort of leading pointy from wWeh the mo# picturesque parts 
of the country extend. # Thjs vahjfy is sun^WOT^^P» 
rooks rising one above the other in rug^bfepeaks like %alls. At 

die end pf the valley them i a 6 Cavity inm*e of &te tucks 600 
feet, which is eaiytof dement, jm& Wd» source of the 
Caserne. A 4inle fnjwih spring 

taring from a Hide valley*# lubtkmmdsivtaw &&P*, but 
Bewsbtafcmtfp&ur}^ €& 

exttaorfiWfy , and .saiifary 

procured dena gf Brno* 

-The make **)*» W$ 

Bftiag their rugged famts i mm 

gjggtyp part of these seeks 
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eighty L set; its breadth varies according to the abundance of 
file spriW, ^'and such is the force with which it falls, that it has 
formed iVhasin of forty or fifty feet in circumference in the 
hard rock.\ln all these springs much sand stone is found, and 
the envirbns Abound with curious petrifactions. Birds of prey, 
tfWls, and mice are likewise abundant. 

Hlitfny is seated in the midst of hill* covered with vineyards, 
yet it is beneath these luxuriant hills that the natural ice-house 
of Mavilly id found, where the ice remains undissolved until very 
late the .season. « At Auxcy. there is a vast cavern, which can 
•only be entered by a slit in arocx ; in the middle of this cavern 
there is a basin surrounded by stalactites of every fantastic form, 
though not of large dimensions. 

Beaune^— C ontains some buildings capable uf gratifying the 
-'••'•riosity of the traveller. The church Notre-Dame contains, 
anion gather objects of curiosity, an altar-piece composed of 
five different kinds of marble found in the neighbouring 
quarries; but its magnificent hospital, founded in 1443 by 
Nicholas Rollin', Chancellor of Philippe-le-Bon, Duke of Bur- 
gundy, is & splendid establishment. Whether Nicholas merited 
the sarcasm launched against him by Louis XI. is not ascer- 
tained; but that facetious as well as cruel monarch, said, that 
“ l{ was but just, that he who had njade so many persons poor, 
sliould provide a hospital for them.” Now the .founder had 
absolutely constructed <\nc chamber in this hospital for the king 
himself, and one for the Duke of Burgundy* and several of i*s 
apartments were originally constructed for persons of condition. 

arrange appropriation for apartment§ in a charitable institu- 
tion ! E\ery part ofethis edifice is conducted with the greatest 
order and regularity. In one of the chambers there is a model 
of the hospital in stxav«-work, with all its apartments, &c. 
exactly defined.,’ v t \d in proportion* The Bqaunois have several 
fine walks, ./* petite fatte, le VauafaUi and the jardm Anglah, 
which is greatly adpfeed, t and is in ^evening generally well 
filled with gay and happy groupaa,^,,^; - 

Scawe^ an ancient town. TJi found, at no great 
distance of past ttoe,^ vety ht]^^lecti<m of gold medals in 
thebed'cT amount oi 6Q,000.franos; some 

wealthy private ^pdividutds ^re anxious to purchase thqty,hnt 
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the townaiolJt imagined they Would be worth more, if mejed Into ' 
one common masch~W> they put them into a # $ruciolfjln order 
Ho increase their value ! m \ 

■ Near IJyon is the thick forest of Fawc, and to it 

stood formerly the abbey of Citeaux^ so called, from the grqjt 1 
ntfmbcr of cisterns that had been dug within its domains, piis* ' 
abbey, which was the ohief of the order of Saint Bernard, 
had authority over \hirty-fivd convents qf monks and nuns, 
spread over Europe; it enjoyed a revenue of 12(^000 francs, 
and its abbot was subject to the # Pope alone. Popes EugegpJII', 
Gregory \JJIL, Celestin III., and Benet XIJ., wqje memberf , 
of this community. Th^ir territory extended over the vjpeyards « 
of La Romanie* Richebonrg , La Tache \ and Malcoftsort. On 
the Mont d?Or, properly so called, at Vougeot , grow lhe*iatnotis 
vines, which these monks divided by line^ qf latitude, bnvviNg * 
observed that the fruit of such I. height did not produce such 
delicious wine as the fruit of the higher regions. The following 
anecdote is given as a proof that these monk} were not only 
connoisseurs in making vineyards, end keeping each grade of 
different excellence from min0t!0»&&iet with those below or 
above it ; but that they wepe not Jdi particular in the treatment 
of the guests who visited them : — # # 

When a visitor arrived, 9 tjje butler waited to know J»s degree •< 
of rank, by .the wine he wtfs to drink. These were of maqy 
sorts, but there were two appropriated Id the hipest grades of 
society; but b9 nice were the mofiks that these two had their* 
distinctions. For instance, when a highly honoured gue^t was 
to be servbd, the superior # eonblude^his order taa ifce mnler wS3T 
“ Vow m'entendez” and the order for Irik inferior % was « M'en- 
tendez-vow?” • ' * 

A certain , Brwuur havipg faadfc master of 

thia ycret, Wem^O pay fl& respects to the JiAlBVof £iteaux, 
whose order * wril, 4t Von vrilb give AT. L* Ctwite some of my 
wine <x£uito*M be Vovp&t; 1 n^enfendez-wm f"* The conn* 
turned round to the butler, fad said, “ fW teniendez F> *The 
alAot repeated his ^ the fafat hte quanta* The 
abbot, Vrceiriag tha^^k«^Was «sftv$* d, fatst into a lit 
of laughter, fad Ad fount fad faroured Wift SMt of Vow 
tffmtmdtz. ''Jr # 

A! i^NLiEh these are Rnddical, . rmsans ; there *was 
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£ de®d Vjnperlv at thfe placp a temple of the 'sun, and one of 
eir saC>d woo/18. Sanlieu was taken ai/d burnt by the Eng- 
lish in tfj fourteenth century, and since tliat period by the 
Huguenptik jd Leaguers. Near Clexneray there is an excellent 
Jned of merino- sheep, which are very numerous, and produce 
Valuable- wool. This department abounds in grain of all kinds, 
wood, and mineral waters, but it is perhaps more celebrated 
foi the numerotis men of talent io whom it has given birth. At 
Montbord Aiffon was bom, in a chateau which is still in exist- 
encot-^nd which Hears the stamp of having been the habitation 
'if genius^ The gardens nse like an amphitheatre »4>c bind it, 
until tl^y reach the summit of the hills, which is crowned b) 
an anp^que towel, named La Tour de Saint-Louis , from w lionet 
the sage penetrated the far distant heavens. * The cabinet m 
. **vh he wrote hi4* matchless works is still shewn to visitors 
VohairC, it is said, stooped fo kfes the threshold of the door 
tfhiek led into it. At a short distance from this chateau, is that 
which was formerly inhabited by Dauberton, the pupil and 
successoi of Buffon , who was likewise a native of this place. 
Two 1c agues from Montborft'ls the village of Buffon, which con- 
fericd the title of count oithffon onvthe celebrated naturalist 
i^hatUlon is a place of spme trade, but contains nothing 
*ortli\ of remark, except 0 the tw r eminences called Chatelet 
,/nd Chateau, which terminate the^two points of the bow formed 
b) the citj. t r 

” 3:— DEPARTMENT OF SA6NE ET LOIRE 
* ^ • 

This is an inladd department (E.) composed of a portion of 
ancient Bpurgognd. 

SoiL^TJtesw* *partment is v divided transversely by a chain 
of mountains idto^two principal valleys.* Tbtfe soil is various, 
'consisting of stony, marly, calcareous, and rittcious, but it is 
generally fertile, and very proper for the culture of the vine. 

- RiyEWf Canals, and Ponds. The navigable rivers are, the 
Lorre, the Batin*, th ie v Settle, and the DtmU. The canal du 
centre? tohicu^ioins the Sa&ne to the Loire, also traverses it. A 
small canal, cthnected witft*the metallic works at Crqygot? is 
subterraneous^ the vault through which it passes is so low, 

1 1 « ; " / 
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that the navigators lie dowii in their boats, which they impel 
by pushing with tfic^feet against its roof. • e 9 f 
. Mines.— Iron, piWcoal, alabaster, marble, and USio^apliic 
■ stone, <Scc u and manganese, lead, &c. &c. ; beautiM hyacinths, 
called hyacint/ies de Compostelle , &c.^Scc.,*are tuning fts*subtas- 
rftnean treasures. ** * 

Mineral Waters.— « There is a grand establishment at 
Bourbon Lancy for the accommodation of visitors ; the waters 
are considered particularly efficacious in palsy — ijjey are used 
as baths, and are taken internally. • 

Learned Societies.— Then! are many — agriculture, ill! leneet 
belles-lettres, &c., a cabinet of mineralogy, s’chpol^Vrf drawing , 1 
&c. &c. ^ ^ • * 

Remarkablb Persons. — Jean Cousin , Denon , Qfatifane de 
'Genlisj Lamartine , &c. &c. a „ 

Religion. — Roman Catholic* forming of the jjHjfcfoe of 
Autun. • # 

This department is divided into five arrondissemens , viz. 
Magon, Autun , Cfialon*?tur~Sadne 9 Charollet , LJukans. 

Its civil government depends upon the Cour RoycAc of Dijon. 
It is comprised in the eighteenth military division. 


CHIEF TOWNS. 

0 Majon. — The gfotet Dieu , *the new ctiurch of iSaint-Vincmtf* 
the qlays, and some beautiful walks !h its neighbourhood, 
constitute the chief attractions of this fkftii**** 

interesting, because, in die famine of many of 4hem were 
made in order to give employment to the starving poor. The 
greater number of the streets are na nqjv j thq§e tiear the ^nafs 
excepted, winch are nevertheless badly constgyjfcd^ The wines 
of Mafon are Uteenfed at Parity and it cagSeaon $ good trade 
in com, preserved fruits, bats and bqttnets, and*it has a weekly 
market for wheat Its situation o» the dope of a bill, upqn the 
banks of the Sa^ne, is very pretty. ' 

Lofig. 2°* 29 / 53"; lat 46° 18' 17*. Ninety jpen * leagues 
S.E. from Paris, fiftf posts and a quarter. i %• 

* Thfre is a 'fine abbey of Cirfbrcian mcmWfounded in 9U> 
by Bsmon^Gttttiac, m^Stdnt^bin. costfime of the 
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pdRsauljy in this part of France is very pretty ; it has 'some 
xfesemblVtoC to that of the Swiss peasantry/ 

TOjinirtas, Tmurtium , boasts of a Roman foundation. It 
was indeegune of the encampments on the great Rojnan way ; 
Ike EmptrorOonstanfine greeted a church at this place, on the 
ri^iot where Saint Valerian suffered martyrdom. Margaret, 
wiefow of a Icing of Sicily, also here funded an hospital, and 
ended her days t in peace and quietness, afVer consecrating her 
life to the ajl aviation of suffering humanity. There is here a 
line stone fridge ov^r the Saonc. Its territory produces com, 

f ine/Und quarries of a hard $tono, almost equal Jp marble. 

he road tTetweqti this place and Chalons is at first hilly, but 
afterwards it extends into beautiful and luxuriant plains. 

CiiIffON^-suR-SAONE, the ancient Cabillonum , is on the old 
..^oniaii way between Lyons and Boulogne, and Crosar made it 
one oi'“l\js magazines for provisions. * It is surrounded by fertile 
meddows, intermingled with vineyards and extensive forests. 
Chalons is divided into the old and new town ; in the former is 
the Palais de Justice, the Hotel de Ville \the tower of its clock is 
very lofty), Und the cathedral, remarkable for its antiquity. The 
new town has very handsome quays, qpd in the fauxbourg Saint - 
Laurent^ which is almost surrounded by water, there is a very 
hpe ‘hospital. The streets wide, &nd the walks agreeable. 
In its vicipity there are the remains of an amphitheatre. They 
make excellent cel-pies jn this town, and the river Sadne abounds 
with fish, the 'scales of which accused in manufacturing wha f 
is called Roman j>eaii. 

• 'I m m pentre, which unites tfye ocean to the *Mediter- 
ranean by* means of tye ' Loire and the Sa&ne , makes this town 
the entrepot between Marseilles , Paris , he. 

AvruN ( Augutfo-Donrmj is situated at fbe foot of three 
mountains Arroux . The antiquity of Antun extends 

beyond the u time of Roman power*, its mfitoe of Bibracte 
JSduodurum was changed Jby Augustas to Augustodonvsn, end 
the Emperors Claudius and Constantine were no less attached 
to Autup $an Augustus, making it their place of residence, 
and greatly adding do its. magnificence. Tetricus and Attila first 
ravaged 1 if*; titan came the Romans, followed by the Burgun- 
dians and the Samcens, whoseMepredations reduced it to qjmosjT 
deplorable state, *V)n one sj£e of the^city extends *bat is called 
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Le Champ des' Urnes \ from Ihe number of Roman xftw j " 

have been found there. ‘In the middle o? this field ( ]^r,'kind of 
pyramid composed of * small stones cemented Together, which is 
. supposed either to have formed part of a pharos or nft&usoteum ; 
one side of it bears the name of Pierre du Couof^r gate 
Saint Andre and that of Arroux, which are attached to the to%5fj“ 
are in fact two magnificent triumphal arches ; the latter j# in 
particular much admired for .its richness of style ; the stoics 
are so artfully inlaid, the’ one upon the other, that it is impos- 
sible to distinguish the least particle of cement or nfbrtar ; when 
the frontispiece to the Z,ouit<?,\vUg’ erecting, skilful wg&hmcn 
were despatched* to Autun to inspect and, if. posajjjje, imitate - 
this piece of 'ewjuisite -workmanship. The temples qf Janus, • 
Minerva, and fluto are little better than mins ; but Jtyey are 
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still interesting those # who,%«l *a pleasure i^umpecting the 
remSins of former tiraes^ea^iittpeotion whIWjjJmitet necessarily, 
however, give rise to the humiU&ting reflection,* that maxi’s 
proudest labours must eventually sbarethe fate "of all sublunary 
objeUts; and the sigh which accompanies this reflection is* 
echodi deeper, when the spectator is thoroughly &fpn |sed with 
the still more solemn truth-* that ^nan himJelf^ttlF die, 
•and his noble frame moulder to dust! ®ut amidst the 

'gloomy chambers of the grave, there spring Jjfic bright prospects 

« 
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oNimmUrtality. The yvreck of nature man shall see y but not 
partake* y»f m * 

The spirit shall return to Hi U, 

, That gave its heavenly spark ; 

Iv* think n6t, sun, it shall be dim, 

When thou thyself art dark t* 

Mo, it shall live again, and shine 
In bliss unknown to beams of fcinc, 
recalled to breath, 1 
^ho captive led captivity, 

Who roll’d the grave of victory, 

And took the sting frdm death. — Last.Man.^ 

The antiquity of Autun is further proved hy the etymology of 
the nai^t^s of some of its sticets; such as, Le MarchanU Campus 
Mai ti \ , Le'Montjn i, Mom Jovis ; Mom Dm y Mom Druidum ; 
ojflHlicJbill PkilinCe, whore Cugicl had formerjy u temple. 

In, the fourteenth century, the Burgundians were such rigid 
ohserv ers of the laws, that they were applied to animals. A pig 
having killed a < hild at Chalons -sur-Safme, he was regularly 
tned ui a court of justice, and condemned to be hanged; and 
a sow having caused the death of a child by gnawing its chin, 
the ofleiulei was knoeked down and kifSed, and her flesh distri- 
buted to 4 the dogs. The , proprietor of the lady pig was con- 
demned to go on a pilgriniage to N oire-l)ame-de-Pontoise y as a 
penance. Many pther instances are recorded of the Same nature. 
a It does not eppear that Autun carries on any fcrade in these 
times ; f it is celebrated for by-gone days of prosperity and reuown. 

7ji57«sU#y k iat. 46° 56' 48". Sixty-eight leagues S. E, 
Irom Paiis € 

-DEPARTMENT QF AIN. 

■ r* . „ 

This is a frontier 'department (E.) It is composed of La 
ifretWy Bugezy Val Rornez , alid the principality of Ddmbes. 

Soi£ — Fiom the great inequality of the surface, whieiils 
divided ^tc^Ugh flat lands and mountains, the soil .is varous ; 
in the plqjns cby prevails L 

MouNrAiNs.AThe Jura extends from the north-east to the, 
south-wesK On tly* castcrgi frontier the summits of these 
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fountains are covered with forests of jirs, pines, fcc., inter- 
mingled with brushwood and barren heaths. A •secondary 

chain, called Reveryumt , traverses the centre*; there the vine 
• is cultivated, occupying the lower declivities. / 

Lakes.— The lake of Nantua is seated in «me %nWdle^^ 
thoun tains, 1275 feet above the level of the sea. % 

Rivers. — The Ain divides the department into nearly two 
equal parts ; it is iftivigublc for a short distance, and this Brty 
at high tides. The Rheme borders the department, and begins 
to be navigable at Parc, 'the Same is navigable the whole 
length of # the department on the West. Many other streams of 
less note intersect thq plains or plateaux . The 9umu is con- 
spicuous. * % . • m 

Ponds. — These occupy the plateaux of Breste-Brcssanf and are 
*1667 in number. The industry and ingenuity of man have con- 
verted the marshes into fertile* plains* andj^oductivej»«.ids‘ by 
constructing dykes from one hill to the other, for the plateaux 
are covered with small hills. When the proprietor of one of 
these ponds wishes to Activate it, he draws off the water into 
the dyke attached to it .Wheat, barley, and oats an? then sown, 
and the seed thus fertilised by the slime, produces a crop 
double that produced by the laud in th<^ vicinity. After tlu 
harvest is collected, theater is Emitted lo return to it? for- 
mer bed, and carp, tench, and roacb are then thrown into*t. 
Some of these ponds will support 10^,000 of carp, and POQ 
( pounds of JkUe tench and roach. In the couif^of two yearn 
these Carp, which weighed only one oun<% and a half, wi}J have 
attained* the size of twojpounds and a hal^'Thc fisldfigf bsgi-a* 
in April, and is continued until rfovetobfr. Tie* increase of the 
fish is as one to five. * * 

Mines. — The iron mines of VilfcbousqpslBellep 
principal. There ore several •quSrries of myydrfG, ffee-stone, 
gypsum, potters clAy, mad, Jithogfaphic filarws. * The bitumin- 
ous mines of Seysscl and Pyremoqt are very, productive, aqrl 
th|various grottos filled with stalactites furnish fine specimens 
of alabaster, &c. • 

Remarkable Persons. — Claude - de-ficyndpOAnam, .a 
mathematician ; the%nissionaries Maillot, and Jfran^m Piquet ; 
"General Joufart, the famous astronomer Lalande , Michaud , 
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'Religion.— Roman Catholic, under the jurisdiction of the 
Bishop of helle^.r The Protestants have-an oratory at Femey, 
dependentvupon the consistorial church of Lyon. 

This department is divided into five anrondissemenS , viz. — 
Jhutgj rfanttlky Bclley^ Trmmx, Gese, 

Its civil government depends upon the courroyale of Lyon, it 
is comprised in the sixth military division. 

CHIEF TOWNS. 

JBmjhg is seated 'on the Resovfse ; it is of very ancient date, 
t >r theie are^to this day blocks of stone inserted into* the walls 
of the prison, which formerly belonged tb a Dmidical temple m 
tlu* neighbourhood. In 408, this department (Insula Gallica) 
w.is under JHhe dominion of the Romans, since which it has 
submitted to manjt masters ; in 1600 Henry IV. received it in 
exchange for the inarquisatc of &oluces t from the duke of 
Suv oy. In 1(511, the famous citadel of Jlourg was destroyed, 
and nothing now leinains w-orlhy of nolice but the church ol 
Brou, m it^ immediate neighbourhood, and the monument it 
contains of Philibert Duke of Savoy. The life of the Duke of 
Savoy, Philippe II., being endangered by a fall from his horse-, 
by v^huh he broke 'his ajm, *liis wife, Margaret of Bourbon , 
made a vow to erect a chihcii and monastery at Brou, near to 
Bp urg, if lie recovered. -She died before she coulu accomplisli 
hei intentions M hut Margaret of Austria, the wife o^Philibert III., 
hei son, earned the pious wishes of her riiother-in-law into 
oftc^t* , £J„s chuiwfc is a master-piece of Gothic architecture ; 
its lt»rm is tluu 'of the Latin cross , that is to say, the nave is 
longer than /he transverse. It is 210 feet long; the length of 
'•^transverse, 107 feet ; the breadth of the choir is 90 feet, and 
thr1)0i*M (if). Jfiie fiorft is*.'coippo9cd ( of no order ol architec- 
tuic in partu,uf!8tt but it consists of an , assemblage of nch 
gothic ornaitlcnts ant arabesques, The interior is exceedingly 
Aeh and grand in its appeahmoe ; the stalls of the choir are oak, 
coveidd with innumerable designs of figures; the intenw&iiate 
pails 5&>rked to correspond with the exquisite stone t^icery- 
worbwifyich e^*ry where 1 ornaments tlie bjiilding. By the side 
ot the altar, in the choir, their arc three mausoleums those of 
Slargaret if Bourbon, of Philibert III., and that. of Margaret 
oi Vu^tria, wli <5 Vaunted The statue of the latter 
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is particularly interesting;' she indeed tykes a conspicuous situa- 
tion among the political characters of the # sixteenth century. 

. She was the daughter of the Emperor Maximilian and of Mary 
of Burgundy. She was betrothed, at the age of Airee Jears, to 
tlie dauphin of France, afterwards Charles VJlXf but/ i$|ter' 
•being many years treated as future, quwu of that country sh A 
was sent back to her o\yn country, Charles having nlarri«l Ann 
of Britanny. She was then betrothed to John of CastiKfrfon* 
of Ferdinand V., King of Arragon ; Sic was # ;ust 6evhn teen * 
when she embarked for Spain to complete § thcse nuptials. She 
was assailed J>y so violent a* tempest in the channel, that*it was 
with difficulty the vessel she was in $ould be - saffed«» Having at 
length reached* the place of' her destination, she was marriet?; 
but before tho end of twelve months she became a widow, and t 
to this misfortune was aUded the loss qf her inlant son, bom 
shortly after the death of his father. 1501 she married* 
Philibert the Handsome, and at the end of three years she 
again tested the cup of affliction ; for Philibert, at that period, 
paid the debt of natifre. She now directed ^ill her thoughts to 


the erection of the church of Bourg, and this monument of her 
husband. Her death was no less remarkable than her life. On 


the left foot of the alabaster statue in, the church .of . Brou, 
there is a large scar, of jvhich tyc archives 1, in the moin&tery of 
Brou give the following oiccount, although historical records 
make no mention of this circumstance. They relate, tlpu 
Margaret fcuvyig been wounded in the heel bj£»piecc of car- 
tel, ^he wound began to mortify, and*umputation was .deemed 
necesshry. The physicians being willing to spare fcer 'the {Win. 
of this operation, gave her a dose df qpium, whiuh threw her « 
into so profound a sleep, that she never more a£oke. 

Bourg has *oeen the birth-place # of rnaqy distiugui&WWiisP* 
renters, and its' Socike Sdbanfe was cstej^slfed before (lie 
Academic Ffimga&e. . , * 

Trtv&up is pleasantly seated on^he banks yf tlie Saone, ty a 


ygjgf fertile country. This town owes its name to ope of the 
great military roads of Agrippa, which branched off three dif- 
ferent ways— hence from Trcs Via, TpviunJ^xwk Trtvoux. 
There is a particular manufacture 'carried of hqfo; wlichi has 


arrived at ^great perfection, tH9e refining and drawing of gold 
and silver«wire. The art was brought in 4 00 bf some Jews; 
fcold is drawn iato # a &u JMller flireafcthama hqir, and 
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though 4U.U.J towns in France, such" as Paris and Lyons, have 
succeeded <«£ imitating this branch of the arts in gold, yet it 
is at Trevoux aldne that silver is drawn into such attenuated 
threads. \ 

•\» * 

| ^That'-pavt oi this d^artment called La Dombe , is low and 

maridiy, surrounded by high lands. The inhabitants have con- 
trived to collect* the waters of these marshes into ponds, which 
aW.iid with fisli t ; every' three years they aTo dried, and other 
parts *of the nvirsh arc converted into ponds. The soil produces 
abundantly the thir< t l year. The inhabitant of this melancholy 
country is indeed an object of |5ity. His walk, is languid, liis 
coniplcxinadifid,' his chestc contracted, his eyes heavy, his exist- 
ence is a <uitc of suffering ; he knows not health— his countenance 
is never • irradiated with smiles; at thirty he is old and wrinkled, 
and at forty or fifty ,he is decrepit. * Familiar with misery, he 
becomes almost int&qsiblcf to suffering, and with a calm and 
comp >sod mind lie submits to his fate ; never making any effort 
to ameliorate his own condition, lie sees with equal insensibility 
the beings the most closely allied to ffim pursue the same 
weary pilgrimage as himself — without a feeling of regret, and 
fallows item to the grave with the same insensibility ! — Can these 
inanimate suffering beings form any part of the inhabitants ol 

la helfty la gate Fraficc! (K * . 1 

<1 * | w « 

■ — Take physic, pomp ; 

Expose thyself to feel what wretches feel ; ( 

That tfibu may’st $hakc the superflux to them, 

^ And show theJr'javens more just. 

It is not. a fittie cinpotfs to observe the effect of situation as 
well as climate 0 upon the human mind and body. The eastern 
■ pari this depaltipent, w;hich is mountainous, is inhabited by 
a vigorou§’and li^jdv race of teirfgs, compelled by their banren 
soil to emigrate*for .subsistence. . * r 

( pEUNr.Y owes ifs foundation to Voltaire, aud here his memory 
is tenderly cherished. The houses which he planned sjppd 
hUme, each having a piece of ground attached to it. He was 
particularly faStl of this spot, and intended making Ferr&y a 
tow n. * Hv /unfed many artisans to fix th<£r residence at this 
1 pljt.ee, particularly watclimaker£)c Very many of tho inhabitants 
of this day°pursue (his branch of trade industriously and suc- 
cessfully. ^ /I is. l^use ft stilfSholf?rto travellers with respect; 
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it has four faces, and tfce pnncipql front is approached by 1 an 
avenue ; the gardens are very fine. From some of' (fie windows 
the Alps are discerned, and the lake and city of Geneva. The 
bedchamber of Voltaire is preserved by. the present proprietor, 
with all its furniture, as when he, inhabited* iff One of^tM ; 
bed-curtains is indeed a little the worse for the thefts, that have 
been committed upon it. The pictures of D'Alembet'f* and 
Dclifle are still suspended on the walls, ag well as that q£ JT)1- 
tairo, and Frederic the GreaJ of Prussia. 

Nantua is situated between two mountains, on. the Iqjte of 
the satncwiamcf which is very* abundant in trout. The inhabit- 
ants are exceedingly industrious, and carry oil. * bfflT trade i^ 
cotton goods, silk, worsted, paper, furs (deer abounding in the 
neighbouring tnountan *)j leather, and shoes ; ife is # shid this 
town contains sixty naster shoemakers, • each employing ten 
workmen. Thd c’.urch *of Nantua contains the remains of 
Charlcs-lc- Chauve. who died here ou his return from Tftaly. 
Many Roman a*, equities arc continually found in its environs — 
such as meda's, tomtis, statues, &c. The air of Pont d'Ain, 
which was 'ormerly so healthy, that the princesses pf Savoy 
brought up their children at the chateau built upon an eminence 
between Ain and the Surau , is now at times pestilential. 
There is a fort not far fregn tliis called Fort ] Sarra\in y buil^hy 
the Si» aceps, who took up their residence at 4his spot for a short 
tint* ; and here too the Druids have 9 left monuments of their 
• crue^ worship; fcwo vast modnds bf earth, covereiHtith lofty and 
ancient oaks, which have withstood “jjie storms of^ wintry 
time,” *and a large bloqjk of ston^ which eo\^g> twSlve Ject*bf 
ground in the neighbourhood, declare* that tijis }>art of the 
country was one of their favourite places eff resort. , ... 
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, SECTION XXVIT. 

% 

yi(p' ANCIENT PROVINCE OF ORLilANNOIS. 

^ k 

'containing the departments of ni£vre, epre et loir, 

LOIR ET CHER, AND I^IRET. 

, l . — DEPARTMENT OF NJEVRE 

* M 

This ifljyi i'riund department (centre). ° 

1 Soil, nr The soil of this department is exceedingly varied, 
and generally speaking, of an inferior nature. Tt is principally 
calcareous a‘nd silicious; yet some of the valleys between the 
4 mountains arc fertiK The masses of basalt which arc met with 
in Lq^Marien indicate how much it lias suffered from \olcani< 
fires. 

Mouniains. — 'H ie whole of the department is intersected by 
lofty mountains, from which flow innumerable streams. 

FokiStb. — O ue sixth of tlie superficies of Nurre is co\cred 
with (orcsts, in which the oak, the beech, the elm, and the horn- 
/beam, hold a conspicuous place. 

1„i\i its. — This i|epartmeut is interacted by three navigable 
mors, viz., the Loir, the Aider, and the Yonne . 

( Canals. — Two canals Vire at this moment in construction. 

Mints. — T he iron mines of Nicvre are abundant and an 
cgccllcfet quality ; lcfr4, copper, and in a small degree, siher, is 
fouud in this department, There are ' also coal mines, and 
quarries of fre jstone ifroper for making whet-stones and cruci- 
rnc ^millstones, pnd a great variety of coloured marbles. 

Min^M,l Wati'rs.— A f ScintillonorZ there are baths of a 
sulphurous 1 an& nature. At Pauyucsjhe pold baths are 
charged with barbonic r acid, muriate and carbon of soda, as well 
as 4 carl>on of magnesia, iron/ and cli^lk. They are tonics, and 
highly 'stomachic. The Fopt bmillant , at Parise Ic-ChatelfYe- 
sembles tjosfraf Poxyues. 

L.EA'rtNf.D Sof ietiIes ou agriculture, arts, natural his- 
tory.&c. " v 

Celebrated Persons. — Lamoignan, Savory , , Bour going, 
Du pin the jlder, 'JJV/piV die yj^ngqr,/cc. 
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Religion. -‘•Roman CatlJblic : ; it forfhs part of the diocese of 
Nicvre. • • , • 

• This department’^ divided into four ammdissmnents, viz. — 
Nevers , Ckdtcau-Chinon , Clamecy, Come, It depends jipon the, 
four royale of Bourges , and it is eomprised atFthc twent$-& 4^ 
military division. 


CIIfEF TOWNS. # 

Nevers, a large commercial town on the # Loire, is the 
capital of this department ; is .built in tfic form 'of an amphi- 
theatre.® A beautiful triumphal arch erected, iiwonjmemorafiou 
of the battle' oLFtmtehoj/, w as very much injured by tje heroes of 
the first revolution. The steeple of the cathedral, the qp^alry bar- 
racks, and the grand square where the ancient riukes formerly 
resided, are the only buildings that vvouftl^nll forth an observa- 
tion from the passer-by.* It is the country of M&itre £dame, 
/toel and joiner , as also of Ragumcau, the pastry-cook and* poet 
likewise. The lattes sent a sonnet to the former, in which in 
allusion to their different trades, he says — m 

“ Avecque plus bruit tu travailles sans donle. 

Mats pour moi,je travaille avecque plus defend 

• \ • 

Nevers , though now iifi>ignii)can£ was a place of so mucfT im- 
portance in the time of Caesar, that he left within its walls the 
Gaulish homages, his provisions, and his trcaij^fc as a plug* of 
safety. The steeple of the cathedral ■and the cavalry barracks 
are lxfltb magnificent of their kind- * # ^ • 

Long. 0° 49' 16" lat 46° ^9'vl5". Mfey-*ight Teagues « 
south from Paris. ’:* ■ , 1 

La Charity derives its name from thp cjiarity of tta, aneienV 
monks of Clugny : it is seated off the Loire, *yid*caJf1>oast of no 
o3ier attraction. ‘The qps^v is large anJIajuvetient, and here a 
bridge crosses the river. The walks round it arc very beautiful, 
^^manufactures anchors, and metal buttons. 

a.— DEPARTMENT OF ^URE-E/-LOp* 

.This is ‘in inland department (centre), formal. of pari of 
ancient (Xrliannm , and^a Beay&, 
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' Soil. — The soil i$ firtile and produces com,, pasture lauds, 
ami fruits . f '<Tlie vine is cultivated, but it .does not attain much 
perfection. , 

FoRES'rs.-^-Tlie forest of Dreux . 
vers.'-TH, Eure and }he Loir. 

Remarkable Persons.— Bishop Godeau , Rotnm y whom 
Voltaire surnamed the founder of thcr French theatre, and 
CW^ciJle called bis father ; Dulotcns , lawyer ; General Mar- 
ceau ; poet Rf^nicr, See. 

Re li o 1 on v — P.nm? n Catholiy. This department forms the 
diyccse of the ancient bishopric of Chartres, founded ii? the 2nd 
pentury :T* is dependent upon the Archbishop of .Paris. The 
protestanls have one church at Marsanceux, dependent upon the 
eonsistoriS.1 (\hurch of Orleans. 

Its judicial adrainv Iration depends upon the cour royak of 
Paris, and Jt is comprised* in the first military division. This 
department is divided into four arrondissements, viz. -.—Chartres. 
Rogent-lc-Rntron, Chateau dun, and Dreux. 

CHIEF TOWNS. 

< 

Chartres. Is situated on the Eure , in a fertile plain, it is 
“the ancient Antrieum of the, Canrotes^aiid here the Druids had 
one of their principal colleges ; and* as connected with this cir- 
cumstance it is impossibly to pass over a fact recorded by some 
historians, thfo/ ( t the epoch of the -invasion of Julihs Caesar, the 
Carnutys appear to have* been already expecting the appearance 
of the Messiah^ jnd that this information was derived from the 
Druids. Ctesar gives c thfc name of Lucum Contecratnm , to a 
little wood, in which the Druidical priests had erected the statue 
%f a vii*™, bcariifg /his inscription, Virgini Pariturte* But this 
stoiy of uie vir^i'is^l ike wise fiius^ rendefed: a Char train noble- 
man had a divinity ip his house representing a woman with a 
clpld in her arms,, to which he was in the habit of offering sacri- 
fices ; ajid Geoffroi de Montlhery, attributing to this idol the jyjyre 
of one of hisjchildren, he elected a temple to its honour. The 
inhabitant easily persuaded to embrace a new religion, 

t The Commentaries merely say-^ ‘ once a year they assemble at a 
consecrated pface in the territories of the Carnutea.” — Book* /i. ch 13! 
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wliicti unaer a different name permitted, their aaorauuss 10 .this . 
theiT favourite image. § The cathedral, in wbjch Henry IV. wps 
.crowned, now occupies the site of this templet it is a beautiful 

* structure! which the muniiicence of the kings of fiance, Den- 
mark, and England, contributed to adonl. Tlu^two Voters and 4 
steeples equally attract the admiration of strangers, although " 
their structure is very different. The one consthictcd in 4 145, 
is of a pyramidal farm, and is really veiy imposing from itR va&r 1 
bulk, rising to the height of 351 feet; "the othgr. which was 
rebuilt in 1514, presents afl the light airj gracefulness of the 
most highly finished gothic Architecture ; it is tlnrty seven feet 
liigher Ilian the pyramidal tower. The interior df thfewhurch is 
remarkable for Ihc beautiful *carved chesnut pillars which sup* 
port it; the roof, the bas-reliefs, the pinnacles richly ornamented 

* with trellis- work, its beautiful colonnade, ^nd, above all, for the 

groupe representing the assumption of the vif^in which decorates 
the choir. The choir of the church of Saint Andre is elected 
upon au arch under which flows the Eure! Vauban looked 
upon this choir as a mdst wonderful constructidh, and as a model, 
the boldness of which was calculated to excite the admiration 
and respect of posterity. Alas ! this masterpiece of genius is now 
sinking into decay. . . . 

The town of Chartre9 is dividd^into two parts ; the oldHown, • 
which is placed on the droliyity of a hill, is .anything but agfee- 
able, but tile lower town has some claims to attraction, though 
.the streets are iqany of them* uarjow ami confin^J* The houses 
have hn unusual number of windows. • 

The Inhabitants of Chartres are renowned for their^paStry, N an 
art which they derive from the Cappadocians , Mo iu seems were 
excellent pastry-cooks ! Some of the tx&Sitions of Chartres carry 
back the antiqiiity of the town to a, colony. of Gomeritps who** 
arrived thither in the time of Xoa& ! • r 

The trade of Chartres consists in wine^%oat * serges, &c. 

Long. 0° 50' W ; lat 48° 2J # 54". T*enV*five leagues 
S<$.E. from Paris, ten poets and three quarters. # 

Dreux, the ancient Drocum Of the Durocasses under th# 
Rorfans, is seated on the Blaise^ at the foot^of a xrjtfuntdin. This 
town has no monuiWent of antiquity except au old^astle, bitflt 

* by nobody knows whom, upon*Zte summitof a hill which copi- * 

* ma»d& the s&wn. It is, ljowever, suipposeojo have Veen greeted 
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by Clodion, .who built Jt and the "walls of the town, to replace 
these whu*% were ,jn his day.*/ in a state of dilapidation from old 
<uje, so that Dretix has no small claims to antiquity. It was 
a place of considerable importance among the Druids, who held 



humtn victims to their ,chief deity, Tentfilis (their Jupiter). 

3.— DEPARTMENT OF ,LOIR ET CHER. 

This is au ancient department /centre) formed of a portion oi 
aticicnt ffelcan.tois. 

• Soil. - rr The face of the country is flat and monotonous. 
Some parts are covered with smiling harvests, but in the south- 
east it is covered with extensive heaths and marshes. Its pas- 
ture lands north of the Loire are rich. t 

FojikstS. —These die considerable and lucrative. 

Rivers. — The principal of these are the Loire , the Loir , Cher , 
Cosson, and Beurron . 

Mines. — .These consist of iron, and there are here found 
abundance of flint stones. 

Remarkable Persons. — Francis I;, his daughter Claude , 
Pierrt M&rsin, Viguier , Bepiiei', *ec. f 

Reliuioh. — R oman Catholic. ThCa department is the see of 
a bishop, dependent upon the archbishop of Paris. 

\ The prote^tats have A eburqh at Aulnay dependent upon tiie 
cousistorial chufoh of 0.rl&ins, and also two temples. . 

^ This v department hi divided into three ammdissements, viz. — 
Bio is, Verulomef&A d Momqraniin. L 

* r 

CHIEF TOWNS. 

BLOis!^-Situa|od upon the L&ir, on <4he side of a hill, rises 
like a vast amphitheatre, formed by, the roofs of tiie bouses, the 
benches of whicl^ appear to f be perfect The castle which sur- 
mount^ the amphitlieatre, is worthy of having been the dwelling- 
place of many kings : it isf of a mingled architecture, Louis 
XIII. was lust paonareh who embellished it, as* the beau- 
tiful fa'pad?, the work of Mansard, which looks to the east, is a 
splendid monument of bis genife* The northern front, with its ’ 
small pointed winded and its gothic ornaments, were erected in 
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the Mme of Frapcis I. This monarchy ii^ reconsducrtSa^one par 
of the castle, 'preserved the ancient Chfael je GelfypJ'm which 
.Louis XII., styled tfre father of hi* pemrfe, reebivedjurth. The 

* castle at .first sight appears to consist oftwo distinct buildings : 
but it is united by a passage cut in the flick. 'She cfcuffc before 
^hat part built by the Duke of Orleans in 1032, is exceeding!) 
large, and was formerly used for tounyunents : the'cliufth ol 
St. Saviour stands An one side of it. In this Jjjnc buildinj^thi.* 
is a gallery remarkable for its length, anS for tlig jsuperb speci- 
mens of the fine arts it contains. The thistle formerly stood 
between Jwo gardens, the one*t>f fruit trees, and the other orna 
mented with pastures, fountains, cascades,’ an^na&te statues 
brought from Italy. Such at least was the ease previous to thi 
revolution of 1-793. Not a vestige, however, now remains of tht 
numerous plants which 'the Duke of (^rlcons collected from 
all parts of the world and planted in thesft gardens. But the 
paintings, copied from them on vellum by his orders, still ecxist 
and have been considerably augmented under the name ol 
Hortus Blesensis. Tlfe statue of Louis XII* was likewise tore 
by the fanatic mob from the portico where it stood, «nd trampled 
under foot. The hall ig still to be seen in which Henri III 
convoked the stoles in order to draw the. Duke of Guise from 
Paris : in this chamhre h(nre, th£ Jalter was basely assassinated \ 
and in the tower called Chateau Reynard? the Cardinal metHriti 
the same untoward fate. Anne de gretagn$ y Queen Claude , 

• Catherine de+Mqflici y and Marie* widow of Jol^ Sobieski, King 
of PSland, all died in this castle. * 

The bridge of Blots \\ns constructed Jl D. 171 7, # in K>rder4c 
replace one which the ice had earned 'away j i&%readth is* forty- 
two feet, its length 930. There is a pyramid ejected upon the 
middle arches 100 feet high, which ^ is considered highly orna- 
mortal, but has more substantial claims to adipiratioffT as it is a 
proof of the sftlidity of the ^structure of tje bridfe. Indeed tbif 
bridge in J788 resisted the pressor? of a block of ice which had 
accumulated until it was on a level with its height beside® 
which, from 1793 until 1806, it remained deprived rf one of id 
arctfes, which a daring hand removed without at aif adhering the 

^ " ■ — * ■■■ ■ ■ w* ■ 

* Chateau Regnerd , so called bruise the lordship of that name may 
be dfrooveretf from it, though at the distance of twenty mites. , • 
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. safety, of^the bridge. # On this bridge La Fontaine made the 
foflowing’^rfltty lines : — 

Cc n’es^b petite gloire, 

Que d'^tfe pont sur la Loire. 

voit u ses yieds rouler 
La plus bella des rivieres 
Que dc ces vftstes carri«*res v 
Phebus regarde coulee. 

•» * 

The Hatcl-de - Villa of Blais is a tolerable building ; it stands 
in a street wliicET" terminates at th a quay, where there is a public 
walk conypaiuhug a fine view, from an eminence called Butte 
ites Capuoins ; the Chateau (VQnzain on the Cesse may be dis- 
tinctly seen ; it was here Catherine dc Medici ordered the Prince 
da Conde to be confined : not far from* this spot is the village of 
Orchaizc , celebrated for its beautiful grotto ; celebrated in its 
tum for having served as a granary to Julius Coesar, and ;is a 
wine-cellar to Philippe Auguste. 

The territory of *Blm& produces corn, wine, cattle, abundance 
of game, and its waters abound with fish. Tire meadows are 
proverbially rich, and the milk aud butter are consequently excel- 
lent. .About a league from the town there are mineral springs. 
The tiade of Blais is chiefly hi wine and brandy, serges and 
stub's. The French spoken at Blois is tonsidcred veiy pure, and 
the 'inhabitants are accounted witty and polite. 

JLong. W. £9'« 69"; lat. 47? 35' 20". FortyM-wo leagues 
south-west from Paris, twenty-one posts and three-quarters: 


4.— DEPARTMENT OF LOIRET. 

\ < * \ 

Loiret~* an inland department (centre) formed of OrKan- 
nais Proper and 1 itoy'yv 

Soil. — The soil may be divided into two distinct characters; 
that noijh of the Loire is rich, and in high cultivation, presenting 
tin agreeable ^variety of hill and dale, covered with luxuriant 
corn-field#, orchards, ,aud vineyards; bat on the southern side 
of the rivear*gencnt!ly speaking, the country & uncultivated and 
marshy, intersected by stagnant^* aters. It has indeed a most 
barren pros feet, dul}, and unenlivened by any vegetable pro- 

* »' ..i « 
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duction, excepj at certain seasons of thq year, tfhcn' the ^tyllow. 
broom is in blossom, and the pink'campim&lg. cnliv**^ the he^th 
. with its beautiful blossoms. • / 

Rivers.— Numerous rivers water this deportment, and among 
these the Loire, Loiret , Essone, Vermisslm , «$cc.»are Chef chief. * 
• Canals. — Three navigable canals, traverse Ihe Loiret. * 
Mines. — There arp but few unnqjal productions Hi the 
Loiret : antimony, 9 lime-stone, free-stone, ar$ found in* 
parts, and near Orleans . Those eoloureef crystals 0 called iiamants * 
<V Olivet, abound. They sometimes resemlje the ruby, emerald, 
sapphire topa$, &c. ; and when well cut and set, they a A very 
brilliant. Qne of the curates of Olivet, pVovipfts t» «the revo- 
lution, had addmed the tabernacle with a coronet composed ftf 
these stones, which was greatly admired for its splendour. 

Mineral Waters.— At Seyray there ^is an establishment of 
baths — the waters arc cold, and impregnated with sulphate of 
iron, magnesia, and lime ; and there are acidulated ferruginous 
springs^at Saint -Gou don, Noyers , Ferritres, Chateauf-neuf ’> and 
Heavy ency. * • 

Learned Societies, Slc. — Tliere are royal societies of 
belles-lettres and sciences ; free-schools for drawing, architecture, 
.See. ; museum of pictures, sculpture, and antiquities .of patural 
history, and a botanic^arden. * . • • . • 

Remarkable Persons^— Admiral Coliyny , Mahhal Coflgny, 
the family of Courtenay , Madame Mont-Gw/pn , Manuel , mem- 
ber of the Gmyention ; the* unfortunate Montgomery, who kjlled 
Henry II. in a joust. — Hue de Miromtnil, keeper of the seals, 
who abolished the use of torture for confession, §cc. ; an<Uin 
earlier times, Jean Clopirel, and* Guillaume Lf Lofris , author of , 
the romance of the Rose. # • 

Religion.— Roman Catholic, forming yait of the diocese cf 
Qrldans. The Protestents of thfc department # hare «t Orleans a 
consistorial dhurch, upon ^hich depen ^ ivp cfiurches and four 
chapels or temples; they have likewise four^bifte societies, two 
aogieties for evangelical missions, two of religious tracts, # and 
five projestant schools. % * • 

•Its judicial government depends upon the %u j royale of 
Orleans, and it fdlrms part of the first military divjpipn .• 

This department is divide into four arrondissemens, % \\7.. 
Orleans, Montargis , Pkhwiers, aqd Gien. m 
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r CHIEF TOWNS. 

Orleans anciently Gcnabum y changed by the Emperor Aurc- 
lian to Aurerianum, is a large city, tlie ancient capital of Or- 
leannois, situated on tffe riplit l)onk of the Loire, over which is 
r ait elegant bridgfe of nine, arches, the entrance to which is 
through u ‘noble’ street of modern buildipgs called Rue Royale ; 
t-^jth'Jie exception of this street, the houses «uc however meanlv 
built. The cathedral iV a supeib gothic structure, and had the 
finest steeple in France until it was* damaged in the civil wars 
In the square of* Martray tlierC is* a fiue bronze statue erected 
to ‘the ingtfiory* of* Joan of /Arc. Charles VII., in 1458, had 
trected a monument more suitable 'to the genius of the fifteenth 
century? in which the efligv of that monarch wrs represented 
on its knees, and by hjs side that of the maul of Oilcans in the 
same position, befoie a figure of the Virgin, -having a dead 
Saviour on her lap; the king was haiclieadcd, and by him lies 
his helmet, surmounted bj a crown. The whole monument 
was of iron. In *the Hotel de I i/le is a' port i ait of this cele- 
brated woman, in which she i«* represented us a beautiful girl; 
though (he face is rather too long, the countenance is ver) 
intelligent. Her hair /alls loosely down her back, and she wears 
oil her* head u sort of bonne* enriched with pearls, aud shaded 
with white plumes tied under her elilh with a string. About 
her -neck is a little collar, and lower down, upon her bosom, 
a necklace composed of small links, Her dress, Which is that 
of a woman, I find it "difficult exactly to describe. It sits 
to tfye body, ahd is cut or slashed at the arms and 
clbowtf ; roupd Jtfef waist is. 4 an‘ embroidered girdle, and in h**r 
right hand shO bo)ds ( the sword with which she expelled the 
enemies of her sovereign and her countiy. Orleans was burnt by 
Julius Caesar; the jboths liid ‘siege to itp but was unsuccessful ; 
it was twice ravaged* bj the Normans, and in *1428 the English 
were driven from its walls by the gallant Joan of Arq. In the 
religious wars, in the wars of the revolution, it has likewise 
suffered r much. The public' library, the theatre, the mail, a 
public wajk, ire all worthy of notice. The walks in its neigh- 
bourhood aye very beautiful; and the forest, which is the largest 
in France, which formerly belonged to the Duke of Orleans, 
to whom it has probably returned in the person of Louk Philippe ; 
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the timber it prqduc'ed, one* year with another, aihopnted Hbe 
sura of 100,00-Jriinres.^ Ever since’ the year 1344, thtis city h$$ 
been a dukedom, generally attached to some prince of the blood. 

• Louis XIV. gave it to his own brother Philip, wbJ began and 

finished the canal of Orleans; the duties of wl^pb jftoduced a 
revenue of 150,000 livres annually. .The environs of Orld&ns, 
more especially in the province of Sologne, to the south o# the 
Loire, are very fine.* It is in. general a level country, consisting 
of corn-fields and vineyards. Orleans is 9 surrounded by* walls, 
and fortified by forty towers. It carries op a. great trade in 
wines, brpndy, spices, vinegflf, saffron, flowers; &c. It *also 
contains some, sugar refineries, and manufacfllries hats, 
wool, china, painted cloths, Mankets, serges, papers 4or rooms, 9 
earthenware, pins, and starch. • • 

* Long. W. 2.V 32" ; lat: 47° 54' 4". ^Twenty-eight leagues 
south of Paris, fourteen posjts ayd three-quarters. 

Meurc. — There was formerly in the church of Ifotre-Pame 
de Clery , a superb tomb and a statue iu white marble of Louis il„ 
the work of the celebrated sculptor of Orleans, • Michel Bourdin. 
Alas! how melancholy it is to recite the frailties «nd vices of 
human kind, particularly when allied to talent! This unfortu- 
nate artist was hung at Clery for having stplen a silver lamp out 
of this very church, which he kud # enriclied with the fruits^f his 1 
genius and labour! Kioplcdgc and talents, unless accom- 
panied by principles of virtue, are* but stumbling blocks* to 
f many of thos*> to whom the yorld locks up a^ t» beings of sujys 
rior older. • 

In tire suburb of Olivet is the Chateau Oe la Source so much 
embellished by Lord Bolingbroke,*an<l subseqfiAtly.by Jft. M. 
Boutin. At the foot of the terrace, in ttq gardens, issues the 
Loire! ; it is as large at its source as its mouth > and it possesses 
the singular property of never freezing, ana. consequently the 
mills erected en its banks continue to £b yheft^thftse on the 
Loire are interrupted by the frost. This river abounds with 
everj kind of fish. A small rive^ called the Hui 9 or the Du If, 
also rises at no great distance. ltd waters, which are thick and* 
muddy, are lost in an immense gulf, called La G&re, fningling 
its waters with the little stream at the*bottom. It iyaid*th&i a 

• diver plunged into this gulf inyjaroh of a silver cup, which Je ' 

* foutyUbut >e could not be persuaded to descend a efcdbiid time, 
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forbear ‘of being carried away by Vhe currents, which escaped 
through tk? numerous cavities around. Sully* on the death 
of his master, Hfenry IV., retired to his chateau in this neigh- 
bourhood. 

ModTA'hGi9,wa? formerly as healthy as it is now unhealthy, 
and 1 this change ‘is produced by the proximity of the canal of 
Bride, r 

• Of the dog of Montargis the following aro the facts collected 
from te Thc&tre ePHonneur et de Chevalerie dc la Colombiere , 
ton), ii. page 300, ( chap, xxiii. The Chevalier Macaire and 
Audrey de Montdidier , were companions as archers at the court 
o? Chaiias V/^ingof France ; the fonner, jealous of the favour 
‘shown by the king to Montdidier, wa^-laid, assassinated, and 
then bavied him in the forest of Bondy. A <jog attached to 
Montdidier was the qnly spectator of this murder; the faithful 
animal remained Stretched on the grave of Jiis master, until 
hunger compelled him to seek for food. He repaired to Paris, 
and his hunger satisfied, he hastened hack to the forest. A 
repetition of this r conduct excited curiosiiy— lie was followed — 
the body consequently discovered, and committed to consecrated 
earth. The dog then took his abode with a relation of his 
master, .to whom he, attached himself. One day that he was 
following his new master, fee espied the ♦assassin of Montdidier, 
—lie rushell upon. him, and caugjit^ him by the throat, and 
Macaire was with difficulty released from his grasp. Whenever 

met this ma^t, he became .infuriated, always attacking him 
violently ; and at length the circumstances were related -to the 
king, whty commanded that Macaire should be mingled one day 
with his gontleh&n, and fJie uog admitted. The dog instantly 
recognised thfe murderer, and flew upon him as usual. The 
consequence of <this repeated and singular attack induced the 
king to question tie murderer*, who firmly maintained his inno- 
cence. Shspj&ion?, fitiwever; were too strongly excited against 
him to permit his release, and he was condemned to undergo an 
appeal to what was called “ thp judgment of God 19 — that is to 
say, hy single combat with 'his adversary, the dog. Prepara- 
tions hoping* been completed for the accommodation pf the king 
and his cwyrt, the gentleman appeared in tjie arena armed with 
a, great dub. The dog had aUj# open at both ends as a place, 
of his retr&t. As yoon as t^e animal was let loosq he rushed 
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tit his antagonist, who, ^ith ii blow iron his club,* struck' him 
to the ground. When he recovered, ho ran nound aBd round ft 
avoid another blow ; #and at length, watching his opportunity 
made a successful spring at the throat of Macaire. -who, ^railing 
out for mercy, promised to confes$ every if he ^ere 

Pleased from the dog. • ’ 

“ Ce duel,’ 1 ajoute Mantfaucon, 44 se fifcl’an 1671. Lc qjeur« 
trier 6tait reelinent lb Chevalier Macaire, gt la victime s’appeloit 
Aubry de Montdidier. Macaire fut envoy£ au gibet, suivant 
des mernoircs envoyds a Montargis. 7 • , 

The eagle of .Montargis is no longer in exis^pnee. It for- 
merly contained a chimney-piece, uptfti which’ were sculptured 
the adventures of" this dofc. 

To the right* of Montargis is Chatilltm-zur-Luirep winch has 
obtained much renown from the singulartdefence made by the 
inhabitants against Charles IX.* who, witlvmt other arms than 
stones flung by die men, and boiling water thrown by the 
women, compelled the king to quit the environs of the city. 

The inhabitants of the southern banks of the Rhone, in La 
Solognc , arc simple, yet laborious and intelligent, tliough they 
preserve many of tlieir aiwient customs and superstitions ; some 
of them shall he detailed. # 

On die celebration of a jrcddingj £ie bridegroom, fin placing 
die ring on bis bride’s fmgeT, pushes it on as far as possible, 
for the very wise reason, that, if he did* not do this, the lady 
IVould # in future mile the roosA’; during t^e ceremony they eacE 
hold a wax taper, die consummation c£ which is e$gefi y 
watched, for lie or she will die beforq the o tit OF, wlfose taper 
lias most diminished during the ceremony. Bub the married 
pair have anodic? and more painful trial to*undergo during the 
celebration of the nuptial mass : t they &tb prickdd by they friends, 
evernso as to draw blood, in order to discover whieh will be the 
most jealous ; l>ut the write!, from whidh these Extracts are 
made, does mot explain upon what this judgment is foundedi 
The fites on these occasions last several days, when the tohole 
hamlqj is iifvited to partake of the nuptial (are, which is homely 
in kind, but abundant in quantity. On the'day succeemfif the 
yedding, a collection is made^g the newly-marriSd couple : 
.this ‘ is done ^jin various ways; sometimes the jUlestdfhmnept 
(bridesmaids probably) talie the ^osegay f&m the bride, 9 and 
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going tli rough many evolutions of the, mazy dance, address in 
turn all tHifc guests assembled, and endeavour to excite their 
generosity. f Sometimes a procession of five peasant girls, dressed 
all in tliei*4>est, undertake the office of caterer. r The first 
ho(ds a distaffolfffiSrspindl^ in her hand, which she presents to 
every one of the Visitors,* chanting at the same time the fol- 
lowjpg lines : 

e 

L’Jgpousfc a'bien qucnouille et fuseau, 
ktaw ( de chanvre, helas ! pas un echcvcau. 
rWirru-t-cllc done filer s$u trousseau ?"• 

’ 

: The secqjid girl receives the offerings in the hritfc’s goblet; the 
third jijeseiits drink to tlie generous giver, the fourth wipes 
his mouth ftith a napkin, and tlie fifth, generally tlie prettiest 
girl, embraces liintin token of their joint gratitude. 

r gic last da> of the wedding is marked by a whimsical cere- 
mony. A vessel of sand is placed at tlie end of a pole ; the 
peasants are tlieai blindfolded, and successively advance to strike 
at it ; this jthey must break at one blow ; the fortunate per- 
former of this feat has a right to kiss the bride ; but if be do 
not quickly succeed in bis attempt for this purpose, lie is 
placed dn a leafy throne, ( and competed to seem to drink with 
everyone who advances to ‘pledge liiifc, with an empty glass; here 
he remains uiyil he can 6 touch the glass of one of the guests, 
who then takes his place. a # 

On the firstT Sunday after the wedding, the sacristan* brings 
„ the bride^ un uncovered distiiff, upon which she winds a spun 
thread, aijd ptesents it qjs aiP offering tft the church. The god- 
father or godmother, 6 on these occasions, makes a present to 
their godchild , of a tea-spoon and a water-jug, or some other 
useful utensil. JTliis gift is called £ocjielin. The Solonuu 
have also another etfrious custom on the fust Sunday in Lent : 
the peasant^ bearing lighted tapers, pursue each other over the 
Arable fields, singing Uiis satirical strophe : 

! **Sortez, sortez d*ici nuilots ! 

Ou jg°vaid W)us bruler les crocs ! 

0 •€? 

# * Which may be translated thus:— The bride has disfaff and spindle, 

..but ftot a skein of bftnp — how then can pjie spin her clofhes? ° 
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tyZPAKTMENT OF MAYENNE.. 

• Quittsr, quitter ees bl£s* 

Allee vous trouvefes. 

Dans ia cave du cur£ 

Plus a boire qu’ii manger.'" 

• ’ In tlic evening they all asscmblt* to cat, mini uicjr uui m#, 
broth made of [millet. Everyone is expected to bring root 
of the nigclla (lychnis agroslpmma githago of Limutus ), a* plant 
which grows in furrowed land, and whidli is Lighly injurious to* 
the corn. 


. vSEfJTI.ON XXVIIJ 

T 11 L ANCIENT PROVINCE OF IfAtXE, 

CONTAINING T^IC DEPARTMENTS Or MAWCNNE AND SARTRE. 

1 .—DEPARTMENT OF MA\U£NNE. 

Tins is an inland department (\V.) composed <ff a portion of 
the ancient province of Jd nine and Anjou. 

Soil. —T he siul'aco of this department is level, # lhc .soil in 
man) parts highly pioTli^tivc; l*i£in others the soil is ligh^amf 
sand), anc^ incapable of producing gram. * 

Rivers. — The Ome y Sarthc , Main % and Moire, are the prin- 
cipal, * • / • • £ • 

ftfiNEs. — Iron is found in some plqgps, and tliere are^ two 
forges near Mayenne. # # •# * *• * 

Remarkable Persons. — Ambroiai d$ Zorre, JVwVwi, Za/Wre, 
tlie translator of Eusebius, Rivauh, commentator of Archimedes, 
Rigol, Davouil , translator of Petjarah, and J?Mnry. 

•Rtligion. — Romaif Catholic, forming pifrt # of tSe bishopric 
of Mans. * • • • 

Its judicial administration depends upon the Cour Royalg of 
Angers; it is comprised fn the fburth military division. • 

This department is divided into three arnmdiqemene, tiz. 
Laval, Mayenne, and Chateau Gmthjer. 

• Begone, begone, field mice,%r«l will trip up your legs ; quit, /uft 
thtj 09m. — po, you will flud in the wine-celly of the AiraU -mere to 
drink than to eat , 
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Laval is a very inferior town seated on' the Mayenne ; the 
houses nyc olckend ill^milt, and the streets dirty and narrow ; it 
possesses two cables ; that of Chatcau-neuf is the most remark- 
aide. ^ TliC ( prosperity of Laval arises from its manufacture of 
linen-cloth, for which the inhabitants a/e indebted to Guy -de- 
ls aval, one of their lords, who married Beatrix of Flanders ; he 
invited many >f the Flemish artisans *o repair to La\al, provided 
them* with house and home, and set up many looms. The in- 
habitants directed their whole attention to this object* of com- 
merce, and lm\itig discovered the art of blcnchipg their cloths, 
they soon excelled their teachers, the Flemings. The linen- 
h.ill is worth* of notice. The manufacturers carry on theii 
u oik m cellars; in thcMav-timc the streets are quite lonely, but 
on Sunday stand holidays a numerous population issues all at 
once iroin its subterraneous apartments. 

Long. W. 3° 9' \ hit. 4K° l'. Sixty-foivr leagues from Paris, 
twenty -five posts. 

xMaai nnl is a pretty well-peopled town; it is also celebrated 
hu its linen, thread, and handkerchief*. Its territorj produces 
h mp, llax, grain, cattle, and timber. „ 

Tlii? inhabitants of this department art. exceedingly charitable . 
it one poor person meets another who appears fatigued, he is 
invited to rest hiipsclf, and the r\c bread is offered and accepted 
w itfi a spirit equally frank and amiable. , , 

Nia t }he village of f*vm there is an old tower, the solitary 
iein.iins of an awoken t castle which time and revolutions have 
.innihilated. ‘ Rut still tiadition has preserved tlie following 
anecdote, and the following beautiful 'verse. One .of the lords of 
1 f on was so^icinarhdhly font! of fish that ,he compelled all those 
who passed at thf.foot o£ the tower, to repeat tjie fojlowing lines 
•it the highest pitch of their voice, and that at three distinct 
rimes 

* « 

Monseigneur d'Aron, 
r Voulcz-vous de mon poisson ? 

The Ash-Joying seigneur ftien descended, a id having selected 
a sufficient quantity of aquatic ^visions, his neighbours had 
itee permission to in&ke their purchases of such ‘.fish as he 
icjcvtcd: , * 
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• Not far from. Croon are •the oaves of # M argot,* cjiflect lil&wise. 
grottos of Sauy'c : these grottos are composed of ^veral apart- 
ments, the rpofs of which are formed by rocks so tom and split 
that they seem to threaten the daring visitor wi&i ruin : the 
floor, too, is full of deep crevices of ‘ii tortoise dfytfl. The* 
•Maymne flows between the two roc k^ in which* they arc situated. 


2.— DEPARTMENT OF4SAETIIE. * 

• • • 

The department of La Sarthe is inland (?J.W.) \ it is composed 
of Haul Jllainq, and a portion ^of Anjou and of J^erche, 

Soil. — The soil of this department is exceedingly viftied. It 
consists of fertile valley* und Sterile heaths. The .earth possesses, 
indeed, six different qualities, granitic, schistic, sjuufy ,* clayey, 
calcareous, and shiny. Tt contains som% good arable and pas- 
ture land, and in some parts the vine is cultivated with success. 
The rest is covered with forests or surrounded by heaths. • , 
Mountains. — The chains of hills which form boundaries to 
the rivers, can scarcefy be called mountains J yet in the north- 
west of the department they rise to a height that’woujd almost 
procure them that tit]#, and their substance being of rock 
crystal, jasper, granite, &c. almost entitle them textile •distin- 
guishing character of ffrijpitivc rocjps. # m 

Rivers.— Among the numerous fivers which water this de- 
partment, two alone are navigable, th(^ Sarthf and the Loir * . 

» Mines. — The iron from; the* mines of llovfz possesses swmc 
remarkable qualities j it is not attracted by tlie loadstones In 
the neighbourhood of jhese mineg several oxyd^s aretfounfi ; if d 
ochre, and yellow ochre. Quarries df free-stoiif, marble, slate, 
mill-'Stone, calcareous stone, sandy stone, 6cc. Marl arid clay, 
in which are found sienna and ujnber e&rtltf ;* coal-mines, fossil 
aipber, roc k crystal, kaflli* &cl &c. # * * 

Salt WAifcRs.-i-In tlaq ^environs of there are several 

springs containing muriate of soda. In summer, the sand ugon 
which these waters flow/deposits a white bitter salt. » m 
Learned Societies. — A royal society of qgricultufe, of 
science and arts, of physic, &c, a nyiseum of mineral^ apd a 
museum of naturafhistory. • • # 

Remarkable Persons. — Marechal de Brusaq , who dis- 
tinguished limself at tbf siege # of Sandreqgres, besieged hyjthc 
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Emperor Charles V. and defeated the Duke of Alva, and Ferdi- 
nand di Gonzagues in ItalJ ; the foilr brothers, Du Belial/ ; 
Jean du Bellay , a poet ; Germain Pit Ion, a fine sculptor, Ace. &t\ 

Religion. — Roman Catholic, forming part of the diocese of 
Mays, ' 

This department is divided into four arrondissemenX, viz : — 
Le Mam, ‘Mamers, Saint Calais , Jm Fftche. Its civil govern- 
ment depends uppn the cour royale of Angers: it is comprised in 
the fourteenth ^military division. 4 

* <* CHIEF TOWNS. 

Le Ma^s is. seated upon a hill at the <■ confluence of the rivers 
S art he and Huisne, jn a delightful country : it is the ancient 
(.'tmomanum mentioned by Titus Livy, who speaks of its inha- 
bitants as q ( brave, dauntless rate, much distinguished among 
the. Gauls: they were among the first to invade Italy, and 
founded Verona, Milan, Padua, and Bresse. When Hannibal 
had defeated the Romans commanded by Sempronius, the 
Maneeagx retained their fidelity, and bravely resisted the Car- 
thaginians. Some few remains of antiquity are still to be seen 
in tlic. neighbourhood, hut they are hardly worth mentioning, 
hav.ing crumbled away until, walls and t ruined heaps are all that 
record the existence of former magnificence. It has suffered 
much during the foreign and civil wars to which the continent 
of' Europe has h?cn subject for so tfiany centuries, and in con- 
sequence of these troubles the cathedral was six hundred years 
building! * It fine .gothic structure. The Hotel de la 
Prefecture , formerly the 'Beneitidtirie convent of La Couture , 
remarkable for its fine stone staircase \ the P^ais of Justice, 
which was, before the revolution, the convent of La Visitation ; 
the barracks of, St- Vincent, the markets, the theatre, and the 
walks, arc all* worthy »of notice. There are some few pretty 
prjyate houses, but not many, «und the streets are not very regular 
nor well-built. 

It has manufactures of lace, soap, and coverlids ; and its trade 
consists , 01 wax, stuffs* and- chickens, which are greatly admired 
for their delicacy. ^ . 

Long : W. n 2° 8' 11" ; lat 48° (r 35". Forty-five leagues west 
bysoufen, from Parip, c twenty-five posts °nd a quarter. 
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' Mamers contains no on i object of interest ; iiV former tides it 
(inured among the t ictims of those* wais whicji so of|tu desolated 
.this part of France. # * 

Saint palais is surrounded by forests and heaths ; its iuhabitau t s 
are industrious, laborious, and economical to cxgess. • • 

• La Flkche.— T he most interesting objects ih this town* arc 
a castle given by Henrj IV. to the Marquis of Varenfle , aUd the 
college founded bjr the same monarch. Tjjis edifice is ver\ 
extensive, and its compartments form Ifive gre^t a oeiirte : it is 
capable of containing 000 pupils. Independently of the halls 
reserved # for study, and the’ public library, if also contains a 
gallery of pictures, an infirmary, a riding-school, large •pieces of 
water for bathing and *wimimng, a tennis-court, fiftin tains ot 
water, a park for the boarders, and a park open to thef public, 
green-houses, &c. See. This school, wligih was destined by its 
founder for the* education o£ young gep Clemen, possessed an 
annual revenue of 100,000 francs, and was placed untte^ the 
direction of Jesuits. At present children of all ranks are ad- 
mitted, and the Jesuits are replaced by men who have distin- 
guished themselves in the service of the slate, aifd b y f men of 
science. Speaking of tlys town, Gresset says, it possesses 

Un rlimat assez agr6q)>le, 

De petits Ikhs assez* rttignons, 

Un petit vin assez potable, 

De petits concerts assez tons ; 

• Un petit moflde aSsez passable. 

It hfa place of no trade ; the inhabitants arc liv(]y,*but not 
distinguished for any particular taleAt. 

Loner. W. 2° 28' i lat 47° 42'. 
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SECTION XXIX.. 

THE ANCIENT* PROVINCE OF TOURA IN E, 

CONTAINING 

« 

THE DEPARTMENT OF 1NDRE ET LOIRE. 

This is an inland department (W.), formed principally of 
La Tour aim and some fractions of OrVcanmis, Anjou , and 
Poitou. * , 

Soil.*-. Jn the north the earth is silicious, and easy of culture 
— it produces rye, barjey, millet, haricots, and wood; some parts 
produce wheat and fruits,* ain on £ winch is the* vine, in perfec- 
tion. « Other parts, particularly torcunc , are damp, cold, and 
marshy. It contains no mountains, properly speaking. The 
hill which runs aiong the Loire , from Amboise to Tours , is 
formed of a soft sandy stone, which becomes hard by exposuie 
to the air; many of the peasantry in itf vicinity have excavated 
the edges of the hill, .and constructed comfortable habitations, 
and. the more wealthy have ton verted jhc same kind of excava- 
tions into magazines or store-houses.- 

w Forests.— Tliwe occupy one-tenth of the surface of the 
department — those of Chateau Rcnqult, BeawmvA-la~ Rome, and 
of C 'hateau-la- Vallicre^Jarc the principal. They consist chiefly 
of the^dak,! the beech, and thp birch; ip some parts there are 
plantations c.f the chesnutr 

Rivers.— This department is watered by a great number of 
rivers and streams,*- the Loire, the Cher, and the Vienne are 
alone navigable naturujly ; the Creuse is* partly so by meansiof 
art. One brapeh ofc thp Canal de Beni, which joins the Chev 
to the Loire , posses through it. 

kiNj$. — Iron is found in maPy parts, and in the canton of 
Saint-Maure ^iere is a copper mine mixed with silver* and tin, 
but it is itot worked. A calcareous stone prevails throughout the 
departmenff-usand-stone, potters’ clay, chain, pipe-clay, litho- 
graphic $ tones, mill-stones, anV silicious sand, arc found ju 
manj v piirts. 
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Religion.— R oman ^Cathblic, depending upoh the diocese of 
Tours . 

. Learned Societies, &c. — These are numerous, consisting 
’ of societies of agriculture, sciences, arts, and belles-lettres , a me- 
dical society. &c. 

* Remarkable Persons. — Pope Martin TV., Charles VIII. 
of Trance; Generals Menoit, Marmot ;• Rajnn, the poetj Des- 
t ouches, Semblanqay, Rabelais, Descartes, JTucfcsne, La^farqnise* 
de Terandiere, poet; Agne\Sorel , Gabriel /e d'JSftfefis, La V oi- 
lier e, &c. . . • % 

This ^department is divided into three arrgndissmens, jiz. 
Tours, Chions, Lochcs. 

Its civil government ^epends uj)on the cour myale % f Orleans. A 
/ It is comprised in the fourth military division. 

CHIF.Jk town's. 

Tours is a large, handsome, and rich town, seated in till mid- 
dle of a fertile plain, watered by the Loire and the Cher. Tew 
parts of Trance are more beautiful than tfiis; it has indeed 
been appropriately styled the garden of France, the houses of 
Tours are built of white«tone, having slate roofs; at the extre- 
mity of the promenade flu mail ^ the rue toy ale. Thirt is g hand- 
some street, wide, long,|ind strafgfit, having exccljent traffoirs 
on each side of it. Althoftgh the houses are not of a regular 
height, yet the effect is by no means* unpleifsing ; the view of 
# one gf the finest bridges in Trance over the Imire, and beyond 
this thy rising road of Chateau Renard + fonn together a 'most 
beautiful and picturesque object 'file enthral * chinch of 
Saint-Gratian is the only building ill Tours winch* claims par- 
ticular notice. . It is a most elegant structure of gothic archi- 
tecture, rich in all the mirgitiu* of carVe<$ work, of the most 
delicate execution, and richest .design* Th* lightness of its 
roofe, or ceilings rather-^he two lofty fbwdhs, which ornament 
its front, tmd the exquisite work* of the rose window over ghc 
portal, are not to be surpassed by those of any other cathedral 
in France. Saint Gregory of Tours, as the nam# declares, was 
bishop of this place. In the early ages of Christiani^^hc.suc- 
» cessive bishops of bol and 'Jjoqfs carried on a laftv"suit during 
four hundred years, which cost 3,000,000 Of franc^ • ^eefcap- 
ter ut* Dol at length su*ik under the suptriof influence of (hat 
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of l ours; and the sentence which condemned* them began 
thus : — 

‘ D cleat dolensis, et gaudcat Turonensis.” 

Whet was the less of three millions of money compared to such 
an affront! 

In vain may the curiotts researcher after antiquities inquire 
for the. once celebrated church of Saint-Martin . Alas! the 
remains ol it* former splendour— its wealth, its sanctified cere- 
moivcs, its venerable tombs, arc. all alike swept away — they live 
onlv in the records of past times. After having betn seven 
times destroyed' by fire and ‘rebuilt, it was plundered, pillaged, 
and destroyed in the revolution of 1793/ and in 1797 the ruined 
walls gave way, and fell in one common heap . * Saint Martin 
having been buried at a short distance from Tours, then Urbs 
Turones , this church was erected over his torn!), and as it w t os 
mucli frequented and patronised by several kings and queens of 
France, a town insensibly arose around it, which was called 
Martin ople. In the sequel these two towns met, and formed 
one city. Tlic church, among other treasures of immense value, 
contained, in the sixteenth century, a silver grating, which sur- 
rounded the tomb of the saint. In 1552, the Huguenots trans- 
port-^ this grating to Or! ear. s i the reformers were consequently 
no favourites at Tours; and the word Huguonots is said to 
have been first given to &em in that city, in consequence of a 
ccrVain evil spirit which set out every night frofti the old *ower 
of the deceased Kin %*Mugon, and paraded the streets, to the 
terror and announce of ajl tkc inhabitants. The fact is, that 
it was in the tower of H.igon that the Protestants met, to perform 
their religious rites and to take into consideration the dangm 
of their situation, and the means of providing against them. 
As they were compelled to assemble with secresy, they generally 
chose the night fof thtir meetings,* as being most suitable to 
their exigencies, ahd hence ?irt>se the legend above recited. Tours 
formcrlj possessed a tower built hy Gralian ; indeed, seVeral 
Roman emperors resided in this city, but no remains of Iheir 
paJaccf arc to be seen,' exce.pt the Tour de Guise , which derives 
•its name the imprisonmey^f the duke of that name. It 
w&^efjthot Louis XI. expired. He had greatly promoted the 
prosperity of TouVs,tfy sen ding for silk ^ eavers from Greece and 
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Italy, in the yoar 1470^m& the silks of Tours arariyifls witl*,thbsc 
of Lyons and Niineg. The white wines of Vmmriqj are also an 

• object of careful culture, and the plums of Tours are considered a 
delicacy worthy of appearing at the most sumptuolis winter dcs- 
.sert. The inhabitants of this part of Ffauce m&cb? indebted* 

* to Richard-Caur-de-Lion , for their wines; but it is a mailer of 

doubt if his contemporaries much adijiixcd the precautions he 
took and the l&ws’he made for their preservation. In lf75, he 
passed a decree, by which every person convicted ^ot having 
plucked a bunch of grapes was condemn^! to lose an ear, or 
pay a fme of .five- pence. '• • % 

Tours is* a very commercial town; its silk, . damaaks, Ifhnd- 
„ kerchiefs, ribbons, stuffs, sefgcs, wine, pottery, &c.,«ire thriving * 
manufactures. Its territory produces corn, wine, toil, bean£ 
aniseed, coriander seed', &c. Many beautiful country-houses, 
surrounded with gardens* are* likewise to ITe seen in its environs. 

Ixmg. W. 1° 32' 28"; lat. 47° 23' 44". Fifty-seven Jeagues 
south of Paris. 

Among the natural curiosities of this dcpsflrtrocnt, arc an inter- 
mitting fountain, and petrifying waters, which itbt only convert 
into stone every piece o£ wood, and wood only, placed within their 
power, but tinge them with different colours, such as brpwn and 
yellow, red and purpl^, eac£**fbod preserving its dfstinctife 
characters A fountain in the neighbourhood of * Jouy encrusts < 
all the plants that grow within it wjjh a beautiful white, ‘fumy 
substance. 

Am boike, situated on the left bank ^f the Loire y is an ancient 
town, its foundation being atyributed to the Kopraift; but it 
is an ill-constructed and dull place?, fyeing seated* at the foot <>fc 
the rock on .which stands the castle, and, extending along the 
ravine at its foot, contains nothyigacuriout* (ft interesting. The 
chateau tfAmboi&e is an immense mass # of lmilding$ begun under 
Hugues Capet , and finished under Qtiarles \ll.* During the 
revolution, Roger Ducas had’ a great part of it pulled down ; it 
underwent, however, some new modification ; it covei? a square 
space lof the rock, cut perpendicularly towarejj the river ; # tlie 
door of the castle on this side ig the, best presorted. At tlie 
opposite corner are two enormous towers, in interior of 
' which tjjere is a windingataircase, by which c|ir{iagc% can 
ascend to the top of these tqjvers. Th^p is a leautiftfl octa- ^ 
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gonaF chapel,. siYuatcd the corner of jin esplanade, and ,'„t 
the H top of the, entrance is a fine* bas-relief, ip marble, beautiful 'y 
executed, representing the Chasse de Saint Hubert The plat- 
form is covered with ancient ruins, pleasure-grounds, terraces, 
woods, and*' the ,yoek has a p umber of subterraneous passages,, 
forming a fearful and* almost inextricable labyrinth. At the foot 
of the trock* there arc spacious vaults, supposed to have been 
excavated by the Romans ; they form excellent cellars for wines. 
The view w4he Jjoirc and its magnifiqent valley, from this castle, 
is very fine ; the steeples of the cathedral of Town* are distinctly 
seen, though at pie distance of six leagues. There is large 
island facing Amboise, surrounded by poplars, which constitutes 
one of the fuuxbourgs, and communicates to the town by an 
old stone bridge. A tine wooden bridge, supported by stone 
arches, built in 1822, connects it with another small suburb, 
situated on the right hank. Amboise has a manufactory of 
steel.' « 

Long. W. 1° 21'; lat. 47 3 23'. Fifty-two leagues south-west 
of Paris. 


* - SECTION XXX: 

» c * «> 

TI1E ANCIENT PROVINCE OF BERRY, 

■i 

CONTAINING TUE DEPARTMENTS OF INURE ANf» CHER. 


• t— DEPARTMENT OF iftDRE. 

# « 

This is an inland department (Centre) composod of part of 
Bern. Its soil and productions resemble those of Cher. 

Rivers. — Loire,. Cher, J ndre, (ivd Vienne. i% 

Remarkable Persona*- Cardinal O'thon , Comte Bertrani , 
anatomist Men, the ‘unfortunate V atari, and Baron, the fatfc.T 
of oratory in France. 

Religion. — Romau Catholic, fonning part of the diocese of 
Bourses, an fd depending* upon the cour royale of Bourges ; it is 
comprised in the twenty-first milit^r^ division. 

Tlk^ department is divided into four arrondi&sewlms, viz. 
Chateanroux, Issoudun^ £a Chartre 9 and Le Blanc * 
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’ • . 

v CHlfeF T9WNS. # 

0 1! ate ad -R oux. — fThis is by no means 4m ag$eable town, 
•but it is very anctent; it derives its name fronj one of the 
Counts dr Deal , named Raoul , who built here a castes phateau- 
Raoul. It is situated on a beautiful plain qi£ the Indre* and 
contains no one object of interest, although the chief place in 
the department, and consequently the sftat of a prefecture The 
iron collected in its neighbourhood is much esteemed. ^ , 

Long. 0° 3D 7 ; lat. 40° 48' 45". Sixty-thrcc*] •agues south- 
west of Paris. Thirty-two posts .and a lull#. * • % 

Argerflon is'divided by the Crease into the wpper and louver 
town ; it was anciently a fonnidabfe place, possessing an ol A 
•castle flanked by ten towers. One of these, called jSradei, borc« 
the following'insoriptioi^ in very large •letters : ■•-'Vkm Vici. 
Louis XIV. demolished this presum]>tuo1ls # tower, and Argenlon 
presents no danger to the peaceful traveller, except# that which 
arises from the descent of a fearfully steep hill that leaSsrinto 
the town. The road, from this place to Rfpnc is ten leagues 
Jong, and it is covered with enormous round stones, which, 
rolling from beneath the feet of both horse and man, - threaten 
every moment to break*the knees of the 011 c, and the neck ol' 
the other. Upon angving at Mane , the traveller* emf >untei£ 
fresh perils from the fUggednes^ of the pavement, whiah a 
French author thus describes : — 44 Figure toi voir, dans le pave 
du Blanc, un plan en relief ou des *Pyren^c$, ou des AlgesT.” 
Tli* carriages Tmd carts, drtiwn by oxqp, lcapSover these points, 
if they chance to go beyond the reached’ the power of wheejs, 
and rumble over tbenf with a tifsmeaidous note, when ’they can 
make a reguar course on their summi®. The*steepness of the 
ascent adds nat a little to the difficulty of reaching the middle 
of the town, where \Jie ground iff flat, atid in i^iny weather 
tfiuddy. S(gne parts of the adjacent %ountrp afc •marsh y and 
intersected by many ponds', which are ftill Sf fisfl ; that called la 
Mer Rouge, is the largest ; in the In id die of this pond is a chapel 
v^Iuch is approached by a causeway. * • 

dssouflun is the prettiest town in the deparftnei^, and the 
most ancient, for jt was inhabited by thfc Gauls betyrenhe* time 
of the Romans. The street^of the modern town are large and 
clpan, and the walks in its neighbourhood arc «pfbasant # and 
agreeable. 
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In * the pond' of Sept Bonnes, leeches are very numerous — 
they form o$e of tlie valuable* articles of commerce in Indre, as 
well as its iron, wool, and geese. * 

Vatariq a little town situated between Valency and Jmmdun, 
upoi> the high rflad from Pcpis to Toulouse. Under the minority 
of Louis XIII., this city became one of the first to rebel, and 
was besieged. The loud of the castle was taken prisoner, and 
.conducted to Paris, wlwere the parliament tried him for treason. 
The friends *of Vatan 9 foreseeing his unhappy fate, entreated 
he wDuld make ‘his •escape, repeating to him, without ceasing, 
that he should rcmcjnhcr his name . Alas! it Was only when 
ft the place de fcrevr, and °on the point of perishing, that the 
.unfortunate gentleman guessed the enigma ( Vatan , Va-t-en ). 
The un for tun ite man was executed, after having neglected so 
often to follow the advice of friendship. At Paris everything 
finishes by songs, and the death of tins lord of Vatan gave rise 
to the following indifferent verse: — 

Ici git, par grande folic, 

Un gentilhomme dc renom, 

A qui il n coutn la vie, * 

Pour avoir oubliu son nom. 

His friends were, after all, very lukewarm in his fate, or they 
would have pointed out to Vatan , in more explicit terms, their 
meaning. The fi„ct is hardly worth the recording, but that it 
shows the genius of tl.j people, which can turn into jest so 
serious an affair $s»the loss pf We. 

There is no li.nguagC' more piquant than the French — it is 
the language for conversation spiritudle , and the genius of the 
people being likewise giveft U ridicule, and that play upon 
words which give** a liwtly zest to social converse — they never 
let escape the opportunity of displaying those powers which are 
notreonfined to peftous of a good education, but are diffused, 
w’th a fdw exceptions, all over France. It is, however, surprisfng, 
tli at notwithstanding this disposition for satire, there is jio people 
under the sun so susceptible, or that writhe under its effects as 
do the French. En France e'est iv ridicule qui tue; and a young 
man, whef cap stand proof against the cutting irony, and playful 
though bitter sarcasnS'bf his companions must possess sterling 
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principles of rectitude, and a .self-ppssession* and command* 
beyond an ordinary degree. 

• France used formerly to laugh at England Tor concluding all 

] * T consultations, ponderations, assembli li cations^ and even ^ 
political considerations, with a dimp\ It to be hopc<l tliat 

* both these rival countries may have received benefit from the 
intercourse which the dong interval of •sweet jteace has bjen the 
means of promoting between the two nations* Whether France 
has acted wisely in adopting this fashion, once so# mlich ridiculed 
by her, is a question ; but tl^at she has adopted -it, the following 
quotation from Dclavigne’s comedy of. tltf Comedians m will 
prove 

L’auteus chez quil’W) dine est sur d'un bon success; • • 

Qui dine avec son jngbia gagnt* son pr£c£s ; 9 

Tout s’arr^nge en dinant dans le siccle ow nous sommes, 

Et e'est par les diners qu’on gouverne l§ls hommes.l* 


2.— DEPARTMENT OF CHER» 

This is an inland d^artment (centre), formed of a part of 
Berriy Bourbonnois , afid NiverMois^ 

Soil. — The surface i.<tin genera* level; in some parts hflUlthy, 
in others marshy, and along the banks of the numerous ponds 
it is fertile, and affords excellent pastflrage fo^ cattle. ^ 
Woods. — Some parts of the department efre wholly destitute 
of wood ; in others ;t is abundant. 

Rivers.— The principal of tfcese.are the C %er and Elite. 
Forests. — These are chiefly composed of clfbsnut trees. 

Mines anip Quarries. — These consist chiefly of iron mines 
and ochre, and quarri|S of fice &one ; and from thif department, 
Aid those o£thc Indre and the Loire . all* the flints hand in Fnitpr- 
arc procured. * . 

Rema'rkable Persons. — fiotirdaloue , Laford , ChamMurd , 
Louis X/., Jaques Occur, and Charles VII. # • 

•Reliqion. — Roman Catholic. This department # fortos part 
of the diocese of tjie archbishop of Bou/ges. This ^rettbishopric 
is very ancient, having b*y» founded in the third centufy. * 
TJie Protpistants have two churches dependent ftpba the eon- 
ristorial church of 9 Origans, fpd three rrtjjestant schools. 
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TKis department is divided into three arrondissemens , viz., 
Bcurges, r$d+ceire, end Saint Arrian d. 

{ 

CHIEF 10WNS. * 

* 

Bv urges. — town occupies the exact central point of 
France. It is, besides, ojic’of the most ancient, for it is said lo 
have existed at the time*thc Tar quins reigned at Rome, at which 
period it was the scat of the Gaulish empire ; it has been suc- 
cessively destroyed and rebuilt by Orsar, the Visigoths, Didier 
Court de Blois-, •OluSfrlcmagney Philippe Augustus, who fortified 
it by eighty towels, the walls of which were cightbcn fol‘t thiclr; 
nc is still seen In ruins. 

Bourges was the entrepot for commerce, until it was nearly 
destroyed by r. lire, in -which seven pi eight thousand houses 
were burnt ; and the Commercial fame of Bourges began from 
this moment to decline; and Lyon s became the great entrepot of 
the nation. Its university, however, escaped the flames, and it 
still retained its literary renown, although, from the numerous 
doctors that issued from this scat of learning, it exeited the 
jealousy of other towns less renowned. Some one of them face- 
tiously designed a coat of arms for the town, which consisted of 
an ass Footed in an aim chair : it also became a proverb, when 
any t.ie was ".eated idly in an easy chaii to say, he represented 
the .anus of Bourges. It was at Bourges that the ‘Pragmatic 
Sanction was signed, and it was at Bourges that the unfortunate 
Jaqucs Cirur was 'born. , * *’ 

The cathedral at Bouujcs is a model of grandeur and Gothic 
beauty." ThS chaj-el con tarns the tomb of* its founder, Jean Due 
de Berry . The 'Walk which adjoins this bnilding is one of the 
most agreeable that can he imagined. That called the Place de 
Verancmtrty though much talked of, is inferior to it ; the streets 
of the town-' rfre -^l-cons^ructed, and the houses built withotit 
taste. Long. tf /#, 45" ; lat.' 47° 4' 56". ' Fifty-eight leagues south 
of Paris. Twenty-nine posts.* . 

Sancf’uue is sealed upon a mountain, 4548 feet high, near the 
left batik of tMfe Loire . This town possesses few attractions, hut 
its vicinity*^ beautiful hnd “productive, and its wines are fine, 

1 and deserve the praises that hare^been bestowed upon them. 
Yet 'Sancerte, though so insignificant, lays claim to great anti- 
quity ; a Roman wav? f and some* medal & which have been dis- 
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covered in the adjoinjupf country, sqem to •cojroboratfi the. 
assumption of its Rqpian origin, t After th% massacre, of Sajnt 
. Barthchni, it followed the example of La Rodhelle, Montaubon, 
Nimes, and Sommieres , and opened its gates to all those Prc- 
testants who escaped the poniards of the assassins. (?hatles IX., * 
* one by one, subdued these towns ; Sancer r» w*as the last, where 
such scenes of horror aiyl misery were enacted as* arc tfto dftadful 
to relate. After die town was taken, the Quholics burnt the 
clock and the churches — the walls were rased, the towns- 
folk deprived of their privileges, after lining, preserved lheir 
town from piUage liy paying 40,000 francs to^tlie Simir dc la 
Chatre, general of the king’s forct*, Its prinoipal trade con- 
sists in wood and wine. There is in the neighbourhood a quarry^ 
of yellow-veined marble* 


SECTION XXXI. 

THE ANCIENT PROVINCE OF JtfARCHE, 

CONTAINING 

THE DEPARTMENT OF* CftEUSl*.' 

Tins is an inland department (ctyitre): it consists of a part of 
Haute Marche , Poitou, Bourhonnau , iimousih, and Auvergne.. 

' Soil. — This«department .presents tlie pietpjesque sceneiy of 

rugged mountains, solitary glens, and Jeep valleys ; the soil is 
generally sandy, and unproductive ; the lands # arc ^ ivit^jd into 
dry and moist ; the latter, situated id the valleys, &nd enriched 4 
by the debris ^deposited by the mountain streams, are tolerably 
fertile, but these form a very^sm^ll portion if 'the department. 

•Mountains. — These are ramifications Tryjn jtRe Cevcnnes. 
They are level plains on their summits pand from one of these, 
that of Semur , 2220 feet above the level of* the plain, Cassini 
gave bis signals when be* measured the meridian of Paris. # 
{Livers. — It is singular that no river travels La Crease, 
except those which rise in it ; the .principal of tbfefe # are the 
Crease, Cher , Tauh&n, Chevron, and Gortempe , dhtl no one of 
these is navigable. 9 

MInes,— Thcjmly iqjnes worked in this department are those 
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of pft-coal. Quarries of granite, freestone, potters’ earth, are 
also foupd in various parts, i 

Mineral WAtfERs. — At Evaux there are two warm mineral 
springs, the one called Pnits de Cesar, the other Petite Source ; 
these waters arf, limpid, lixiviate, and flat; they contain car- 
bonate, sulphur, muriate, carbonate of soda, a little carbonate 
of lin'.e, arid magnesia. .They are stomachic, and they utc excel- 
lent as baths in rl^eumatic affections. 

Remark a Persons. — Pierre d'Aubisson , grand-master of 
St. John of Jerusalem ; Marshal Auhisson, Forstan PHermite , 
Varillas, Quina't/Jt, <S:o. , ♦ 

Religion.— .R oman Catholic, fonning part of the diocese of 
Limoges. 

This department is divided into four ammdissemms, viz. : 
Gueret , Tiovrganeuf, Aftbussmt, Bous'sac. 

Its civil government depends upon -the enur ruyalc of Limoges; 
it is n comprised in the twenty-first military division. 

CHIEF TOWNS. 

Gueret is an insignificant town, to the south of which rise 
the barren and lofty mountains of tl;,? Cevennvs , and to the 
north extends a beautiful plain, forming a fine contrast. Gueret 
seems to he famous for no tjjiUlily possession, yet was V aril! as, 
the philanthropist, historian, and' grammarian, l?orn within 
this place. Though Varllas had his failings, he never over- 
looked the slightest grammatical error, and disinherited his 
nephew on account of^some orthographical faults in a letter. 
Guliet wa& built in tbc eighth ^century; >yas fortified, and finally 
dismantled, ^his placp Is situated in long. W., 0 ° 28 # 5 lat. 
46° 10 N. Seventy^nine leagues south from Paris. Fifty- 
eight posts and a hs If. *. 0 

Aubusson is built i%a narrow gorge between two mountains. 
It contains a roanufactwe of carpets, ‘tapestry, and paper. It 
would seem that the mountains of C re use would produce much 
mineral, and metal if they were worked, and that the poor inha- 
bitant? might, thus find employment at home, instead of pan- 
dering fr jm their homes as labouring masons ; the numerous 
streams thdt intersect this country, might Purely be turned to 
advantage.by the genius and industry of its inhabitants. Qn 
the top.of one of tha«nountains f js a cattle, said to have* been 



DB^TMENT OF HAUTE- VSCNNE . # 409 

“built by Julius Caesar.^ The houses of Aubu'fson'and jnaTfy 
other parts of Limousin , arc mercyhuts, without dcgjgn or order. 
. Bourgan euf wa$ die residence of the unfortan&t^Zizim when 
he fled K) Rhodes from the ]>cvseeution of BajazA II. Pierre 
D’Aubusson, Grand Prior of the Order bf Majja, fuf At langue 

• Auvetgne, and called the Buckler of, the CJwrt/ty sent the fuck- 

less Zizim into France to the priory, of Bdur ganeuf . • This 
prince built the falnous tower, which is divided into six*floore, 
the lowest of which is occupied by Turkish baths* Zizim be-* 
came a convert to Christianity. ^ 

Evau* is much resorted to'for its baths; the waters issue from 
two opposite* sides of the mountain, «und fotraerty, according to 
^tradition, fell from its summit in a broad sheet; but .'wmalevoleift 

* fairy striking •her foot, the print of which remains,* the rockif 

were shaken, the waters 'thbk a different route, arid the hewn 
hollows from which they issued -were dri<*l up — they are still 
called creux des fees. Not far from this pface there Ire subterra- 
neous galleries, a well cut in the solid rock, a stone bridge, 
and the ruins of a monumental sepulchre, rft the door of which 
was placed the figure of Silence. • 

Fellblm is seated uppn the side of a hill, bathed at the foot 
by the Creusc; the situation is pleasant and agreeable , b but it 
contains no edifice worthy of remark ; formerly it posdlssed a 
church, supposed to have been a heathen temple. *It consisted 
of two naves, supported by massive ^pund pillars, which sup- 
ported the root*; it was used as a prison for lift Austrians*, but 
there is now not one stone left upon gnother, to point out the 
spot where it formerly # stood. % 

There is a manufacture of carpets m Jhc town. # 


. SECTION- XXKIl! 

• • 

ANCIENT PROVINCE OF LIMOUSIN, 

• • 
CONTAINING TUB DEPARTMENTS OF HAVJE VIENNE AND SORRtZE 

lX-DEPARTMENT OF HAUTE VIENNE. • 

This is an inland depart^eiy; (W.), composed •principally qf 
Bout Limqjuin, to which has been added a sma^l .jftrtioiR of 
Haut-Tcitou, aqjl Bass+M&rche. 
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‘ S«|L. — There, are absolutely no plains in this department; 
hills Tise ap/t fall in every diction, some high, some low, but 
all equally Vm fertile; the soil which forms them lies upon a 
granite foundation, and they are traversed from east to west by 
a part of the mountains of Auvergne . 

Rivers. — Numerous rivers and streams water this department, 
none of which are navigable, The principal one, the Vienne , 
falls iilto the Loire . 

Mines. -VThis department contains mines of copper, lead, 
iron, antimony, pit-coal, and tin. The latter is the most remark- 
able of all of tl/cm, because it is the most scarce in France ; it 
is situated at yauleg. There are likewise many* quarries of 
fcrey and serpentine marbles of granite. Much of that valuable *, 
earth or day called kaolin , abounds in the neighbourhood ; it is 
carefully extracted, and furnishes a ‘lucrative article of com- 
merce, when convened by the ^ingenuity of man into china. 
Crystals of amethysts, garnets, emeralds, and tourmalins, are 
found in many places. 

Learned Societies. — Limoges contains a royal society of 
agriculture, sciences, and arts ; u philharmonic society, a mu- 
seum of natural history, mechanic arts, and antiquities, a royal 
nursery, & c. &c. „ 

« Remarkable Persons. -'-Saint EJoij, a goldsmith in the 
time 'of Dagobert. Pierre Roger , enthroned under the name of 
Clement VI., andi Pierre .Roger, his nephew, afterwards Pope, 
under the title ctf Gregoire XL, Df Bonneval, a general cele- 
brated for his bravery, ahd his apostacy, he having embraced the 
Mohammedan faith, died a pacha, and chief of the bombardiers 
of Constantinople ; Tabat'aud , Mademoiselle de Sombrcuil , Guy 
Lussac; &c. &c. « 

Religion.— C atholic, forming part of the diocese of Limoges . 

This department is divided into fouf arrondissemens, viy, : 
Limoges , Bellas Saint Yridx , Rocheckouart. ‘ Its "civil govern- 
ment depends upon the cour royale of Limoges ; it is comprised 
in the twenty-first military division. * ■» 

. < 

Q CHIEF TOWNS. 

LiMOOESf o- This ancient town^ . Limovidts Augvstoritum , is 
partly seated on a plain, partly oft a steep hill, upon the banks 
of the Vienne . This town was evidently known to the Romans, 
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for although the sumptuous edifice^ width formcrly # adorned it 

arc long ago destroyed, yet there is evidence of* theitf existence. 
The barbarians, \vlio"paid little respect to the matchless works of 
art with which the Romans adorned all tlie cities tkey«inhabited, 
jll'stroyc'd indisciiminately temples And palaces,* The amphi- 
theatre built by Adrian, however, escaped their ravages ; t*it in 
the reign of Louis lcJ)ebonair y the monks of St. MurTiul requested 
they might convert its materials into a church! .Sogne remains • 
of this edifice were still to Lfe seen in 1714 ; buf flicy were at 
that time usefully converted to4h‘et*rection of tlu* Tlace (V Or say. 

A temple, dedicated to Venus, was dilapidated. f8r the constmc- 
tion of the episcopal. palace. Henry II., Richard Ccety-de-Lion* 
tnd Edward the Black Prince left fatal traces of theim prowess * 
at Limoges, which were the .natural con sentences ot*the intestine 
wars, and the system of warfare. cauriea «en in those distant 
periods. War, horrid war ! the only justification of tHis segurge 
of the human race is, self-defence. 

One part of Limoges consists of streets long and narrow, the 
houses of which are high, and the upper stories, built of wood, 
project so far beyond the foundation, that they intercept the rays 
of the sun. Tt contains, however, many fine ppblic edifices, and 
L’AUec de Toumy, the* Place M^ngmaille, and those of i^rsay* 
and Fitzjamcs, are worthy # of admiration. . The fountains* are 
both ornamcTital and highly useful ; thatjef Argcpil^ine especially x 
# thc waters of which form thirteen gets (Teau. Th« gardens of^thc 
bishop’s palace extend along the banks oi' the rfenne, and com- 
mand all extensive view. • » • 

The territory of Limoges produces wfyod, oxeif,1ron*aud copper, 
and antimony ; and those peculiar earths v\hich have so greatly 
improved the m&nufacture of china, tyy rendering it less sensible 
to the effects of fire than it wa& foftnerly. The LimAisins have 
a manufacture of porcelain, a of paper, lytb^r, HjkI Vhite wax. 
Their horses, too, are much esteemed and sought after. Agri- 
culture, from the nature of the -soil, is not much attended ft>. 
The Limousin is distinguished by his axAivity, his^ wisdom, an<f 
precision in all matters of business ; and in the management of 
his domestic affairsthe is no less carefuf and ord^sly. * Thus, 
*that part of the communitjPwdfc are least gifted witlv talents 
and*mjnd, fcequently attain that competence and relpeut # which 
talents and mind^annoTprocurat unless acaampa^.cd with the 
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homely qualifications of order and regularity. "They are inge- 
nious artisans, and so early "as the twelfth century, they were 
renowned fos producing beautiful copper ciuci fixes, richly gilt 
and enamelled ; and at the end of the sixteenth century it was 
the £asliion analog the beau* of those days to wear a clasp in the 
hat called Enspigne dc Lhnogvs. The geographical position of 
this placu f.-*s it in L6ng. W. 1 0 4 * 7 " , lat. 45° 49 ' 53" N. ; 
and topographically it is 95 league's south of Paris. 

RociiE-CiioUAitT derives its nurne from a rock hallied by the 
rive* Grciirc, over which it projects, so frightfully, that it threatens 
some day to fall and cnish Roche Chou art. Yet the inhabitants 
>jf this town are accustomed to look indifferently upon this 
danger ;^ndced, their situation, though highly picturesque, 
by no mean, enviably for they arc surrounded^ by mountains, 1 , 
without the reviving^ influence of a public road to enliven their 
hours of labour, or furnish village' gossip for their hours of repose 
— Main on s'accoutumc a Pcnnui atissi him r/n'au danger. 

Bellac was formerly the capital of Jlasse-Murche when France 
was divided jnto governments, and its magistrate, something 
like out sheriffs deputy, was diguilJed with the title of consul, 
and wore a robe formed of four bread tiis, two of which were red 
and tv n yellow, with a hat^triped after the same fashion; but, 
alas-: this gaily caparisoned magistrate has disappeared, and 
is replaced by a sous-prtfet . The inhabitants of thir part of the 
department form quite a contrast to those round Limoges , both 
physically and morally w The nati\e of Limousin is a rreatUTC 
\'ery phlegmatic, yet Occasionally choleric, and of so slow a 
conception, JLhat*rnlcss he- were endowed (which he is) with an 
uncommon ponion of perseverance, he never could accomplish 
any of those cnt\s which he desires, and the means of which 
dcvclope themselves slowly a.id progressively to his mind: he 
docs not jump fo conclusions,. he arrives at them wjth labour and 
toil. He is slovenly and dirty, consequently subject to epidemic 
diseases. He periodically lorsgkes ,his roof when he can no 
longer employ his hodrly strength to advantage at home. He 
repairs tp the neighbouring countries, and even to Paris, where 
he puraiie^lpis labour^ as a mason or porter^ &c., where he is a 
model of sobriety, patience, an Jr ulustry ; he is more attached , 
to ’his mou.itains than the mountaineer of Cautal and brings 
back to his native village fewer 'of the \ Ices of the capital. The 
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women do not wean tbqjr children untjl they lAe.two or 'three * 

years old, when they feed them fexcessivelj; for t^tiipe ; after 
.which period they jy*e constrained to submit to *tlic common fare 
of the country, radishes and chcsnuts, which are peculiarly fine 
in these mountainous regions, and ^uiake excellent \read^ As ' 

• soon as tl:ey are able, they are enipb ycd as* herdsboys — we will 
not say herdsmen ; and. w hen they arc old, and unaJhlsJo^lfollow 
any other, they re torn to this oecupatiop again. In early life 
they ate affectionate children, but as they advunqp hi years they 
become indifferent to their parents; indeed* when the latter are 
no longer useful, they arc lo^ed upon as incumbrances ; yet to 
this unnatural feeling is allied one, wvliich it ’should seem mug 
have its origin uTpride, that ‘besetting sin. A LimOiisin woul<b 
think himself* dishonoured if any one oi> is relations, however 
distant, should seek refuge in an hospital. To complete the 
character of tin* Limousin of* •tliTs part o^amousi^ he is timid 
and fearful at home, biavc and iiulefaligahlc as a soldier^ he is 
penurious, economical for himself and his relations; gentle, 
charitable, and thoughtful for the stranger who seeks his roof, 
or solicits his aid; sober to excess during the days of labour, 
and drunken on fi les awl holidays ! religious, as well as super- 
stitious, aud withal sobered uloug, that a •fartittw-leflar' wpuld be 
received by him as a gift from lientfbn. One instance will (pffice 
of their Miqplc credulity. • 

At &aint-.T a nfen-les- Com bes there it the fiffure of Saint En- 

• trope , to wliomithc young girls fepair to pray $>r husbands J*they 
waif several times round a cross near t£c statue, to which they 
fasten their garter, a^d then r«tire } satisfied ^hat the # objcct of 
their wishes will be granted. At fJItrnac the fuifton saint has 
a great reputation for healing all manner'of diseases, provided a 
worsted ball be flung at die jainyfrmn the thurch door, and hit 
the precise sjot on thcVigure of the saint wli^ ts.diseased on 
the patient. The officiating priest is frequently so unfortunate 
as to receive the ball as it may chance, unless directed ty a 
skilful hand ! and thus* ends the character of the fcimousip. 
There ave some Celtic remains in the neighbourhood of Bellac; 
even mutilated busts have bceu found, aid a pillar wlftoh stands 

m now in the cliurtfhyard. gcltyc is therefore anftient, but all 
traces of itsr origin and antiqufty are lost. 9 » % • 

Aturf is seated the Vaurdauercfmhwh. divider it into 
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two parts ; the eastern part was formerly called Chains Chabrol* 
which ha$ lid to th# supposition that it was, formerly tlie seat of 
the pro-consul of Aquitaine, Lucius Capraolus, It was long 
suspected that Lucius had concealed a treasure in the lower 
town,, and in the twelfth cenjurv, Adhemar, Viscount of Limoges, 
found in the subterraneous apartments of the castle several statues 
of ma$^ .isaid > seated lound a table, and representing, to all 
appearance, the pro-eopsul and his family. Richard- Cwvr-de- 
Lion , (and irujh must be spoken, and history, alas! gives us 
too many proofs of tlia avidity i\s well as bravery of heroes) hearing 
of this disco very, tfepai red immediately thither, in 'company with 
4Tercardus, a duke 'of Brabant, and demanded that the whole of 
dhis treasurt; should be given up to him. The \icomte refused,', 
and the castle A was besieged, and Richard received from Gourdon. 
one of its defenders, am arrow in the arm ; the castle was taken, 
and Richard being convinced his death was liigll, sent for Gour- 
doii* aiul inquired the reason, why he had thus pointedly sought 
his life? “ Why!” replied Gourdon, you, with your own hand, 
killed my father and my brothers ; tyrant, I dare your rage, I 
have rewjuged my family ; I am contented ; let me die.” 

Richard, struck dumb by such reasoi ing, and admiring the 
mail’s intrepidity, oYdeied him ty be set at, liberty; but the cruel 
Mcrnrdus scarcely waited foi Jie breath to quit Richard’s body, 
when lie condemned Gourdon to a cruel death. ,, 

2. — UKPARTM ENT OF CORREXE. 

"! 

This, I.? ait inland department (S.), composed of part of the 
ancient Limomifl. „ 

Soil. — W ith the exception of some of the valleys, which are 
enriched by the mould washcjl down from the mountains, the 
soil is generally jjyor ; granite is found in the north, and in the 
south scliistus. - . 

* ^Iountajns. — T he mountains in the north of the department 
{qpn on a of the culminating points of tne chain which separates 
the basin of tl\? Loire from that of the Dordogne . A secondary 
chain distends from tliQ valleys of the Corrtze and of Vezize* 
from the nohL to the south of this department. 

HivEU.s.T-yhis department gives rise to several streams and 
rivers ; these all fall Into the Dordogne* except the Vienne , \Vhich 
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falls into the Loite ; amo&g thdse the Dordogne orilyis navigable, 

and that only for a very short spacl. 

. Mines. — Corrlze contains mines of lead, iron, antimony, and 
pit-coal. • There are quarries of granite, quartz, millstynes, free- 
stone, lftnestone, clay, slate, &c. _ . . 

Remarkable Persons. — Etimnd Aubeft, enthroned ^jndcr 
the name of Innocent Iff. ; the names of Uombomff/tt?*Vm ta - 
dour , Noailles , Segur, TnrenUe, *tc., whieh stifnd distinguished • 
in tlie annals of fame, all belong to natives of tlite "department. 

Religion. — Roman Catholic,- forming pdtto£the diocesd of 
Limoges ;®it is the see of a bishop. 

This department is divided into three arrondissemens, viz. ? 
Tulle, Ussel , Brices. 

Its civil government depends upon the rJwr royafooi Limoges', 
it is comprised in the twentieth military dftjpioik 

CHIEF TOWNS. 

Tulle, the ancient J'utela, seated at the confluence of the 
rivers Correze and Salaries, is partly built on a plain, and partly 
on the declivity of a mountain ; it is surrounded by mountains 
and precipices. A manul&ctory of guns and pistols, of chocolate, 
liqueurs, brandies, andithe net ooll^d point de Tulle, Contribute # 
to enrich the inhabitants rjf this part of the Limousin i TuHfc is 
an ancient town ; and the nuns of a Circus, and many traditions 
respecting pagan temples, .now no more, # prove tiipt it was known 
*to theJRomans. The best gazetteers place jt in lorifc.O* 33' 58'fw. 
lat. 45°. 16' 3" N. One hundred arid thirteen leagues 8. o£ 
Paris. Sixty posts and*a half. 

B rives, in the middle of a beautiful Aid fertilfe plaip, called 4 
La Gaillarde, three leagues in extent, opposite ^an island in the 
Corrdze, over which th^re aae tv*> fcridgcs, # js a piptty town. 
THI walk's alopg the river are beautiful. % Not Wrv Distant from 
this place is Pompadour, celebrated for its stud ofnorses ; it has 
also fine manufactories of jsilk and fcotton stuffs", and white waft. 

Th*e village of Beaulieu is*celebrated fo# its wines, and Turenn * 
for bitvingf been once a sovereignty of the family oP tlia£ natac. 
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SECTION XXXIIJ. 

ANCIENT-PROVINCE OF ANJOl’, 

* CONTAINING 

I HE DITARTMENT Or MAINE, ET LOIRE 

'J iie department of Maine et Loire is inland, (W); it i*- 
burned of .indent jtnym and of Saumurois 

5- on — It is fLitilo and rich in the valleys of the LmH* and the 
Mai/nim , c itskise is schistus and calcareous; the rest of the 
d< paitmsnt presents undulations, variegated w itli fuizc and 
licatli 

Rim r — The principal rivers are, Loire, Lou, Sat te, May 
< nut ^Otulo t, Anthioi , Thonet , and Lai/on The Loire and tin 
ftThycnm arc n.mgable in the whole of their course through this 
department. Theic is no river in Francp whose hanks present 
so niciii} beautiful points of view as the Lmrr , and the small 
islands that adorn its bosom in this department ate considered 
as the finest of all those that are found* m its course 

Qi u h it s.— Granite, marble, frce-storc, limestone, slate, Ac. 
ihound * * 

Minerai Waters.— -A t Joannette are two min oral spungs, 
the one hot, the other coid. 

RtmarkabieI Pi usQNs. — St. Hilaire , Bishop of Poitiers , 
,/lw/oov Part, a ph}sicjan, whom Charles IX. wished to save 
fiom the massaci of St. Bantlemi; the families of Brisac , Du 
Ik Hay, Madame Daciet , Bodin , father and son, &c. 

Rlligion. — R oman Catholic, forming part cf the diocese of 
Angern. , t 

This departn.jnt is divided into five arrondissemens , viz. • 
Angers , Lcgrt, Btavgt, Saumur , Beaupriau. Its civil govern- 
ment depends upon the couf royale of Angers . It is 4 comprised 

.n the fourteenth unlit* division. # 

. c 

ckiEF TOWNS. 

* u 

, Angers, seated upon the May&me, is imposing in its appear- 
ance, .but upon a near approach it loses many of it charpa$, for 
the stieets aie crooked and inemvenieni'; it is divided into three 
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parts by the river; the town* pYopetfy so galled ; iief second part 
consists of a small island; the thircf is called La Dofirm Two 
new Boulmrts encircle the lower part of the town^At its far- 
' tlier extremity, upon an immense mound,, separatcd 9 frym the 
hill by deep ditches, rises the ancient qpstle, surrounded by liigh 
^iills and eighteen great towers. It is constructed of bloclcs oi 1 ^ 
slate, intenningled with bands of white stdhe, whiefe* it a 
singular appearance ; its form *w as that of^a vast parallelogram, . 
hut the side next the river is filling to ruins. The n>ld citadel, 
ancl the cathedral dedicated to Saint Maurice^ hear testimony* to 
the splendour of .the Christian and feudal government in fonder 
times. The hotel of the Maine, , aftd of th*e prefecture, the • 
museum, the theatre fare^adl tine buildings. The pubfi^ library « 
contains 25,000 wol umes. § • • 

Long. W, 2° 53' 15"; lit 47° 28' 9". 45ixtj-seven leagues 
south-west from Paris. # Thifty-spvcn posts. « . 

Saint Florent-le-Vieil stands on a lofty ground, com- 
manding the right hank of the Loire. Its situation is both 
picturesque and beautiful, and the view it cominauds of the 
noble river that Hows at its foot is superb and enchanting. - The 
verdant banks that border apd the smiling islands that spangle 
its silvery waters, presen^a scene gf tranquil be&uty upefi ^hich 
the eye loves to repose. • • ! , • 

Saint- FlorqU suffered mudt in th& Vandcan wars: the prin- 
cipal church contains a monument, created to *the memory of. * 
General Bonchav tp, die work* of David. * This ^andean cllfcf 
saved tte lives of 5000 of the republican army, whom liis _ 
troops were about to masiaore. 

Saumur. — T his town is delightfully Situated atttbi declivity 
of a hill, which crowned by a strong eastlS ; the great variety 
of architecture it displays is a proqf that it 1ms been evidently 
constructed at different periods. The walls and^pwex^ of Sau- 
mur are remarkable' for th'eir regularity* r flhe public library 
contains 0000 volumes. The tioteUde Ville is* a great gothig 
square^castle, flanked by towers, s'urmoun^d by steeples. ♦ The 9 
Loire is very wide at this place, and forms many islands, which 
communicate with each other by tneateof* bridges. Tlfejinest 
of these is composed # twelve ^ellij>tical arches, an£*t is 850 . 
,fee£ long; it meets a fine street, Vhieh leads to the interior of 
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the city. Abiding school of great extent has been Constructed 
upon a magnificent plan, about a quarter of a league below 
the town, /he terraces of the castle constitute the favourite 
walks of ,rthe inhabitants. This town suffered much by the 
revocation of the edict of Nantes . 

Saumur carries (*n a brisk trade in wines, brandy, hemp, flax, 
and As-riwhubitants possess some manufactories in cloths and 
handkerchiefs ; some o f them are sugar-refiners, tanners, &c. The 
territory produces wine, silk, maize, hemp, and flax, plums, oil, fcc. 

Long. 2' 24"; lift 1 . 47° 15'. 24/' Seventy-one leagues south of 
P,\ris. •- * 

n Bf.au preau is situated in a fertile country, at the confluence 
' nf the Qjidtrn and the Vczce. Not fa i from this place is an oak, 
calculated tJ be 20C9 years old; it is thirty feet in circumfer- 
ence; the trunk , anjT ; a few of the lower branches are all that 
remain of. this once stately tree, from which the Druids in 
former times, perhaps, gathered the sacred mistletoe,* and 
% 

* The veneration of the Druids for the oak has been thus accounted 
for in an ingenious and interesting, if not satisfactory manner : — 

The author of this hypothesis was Charts Davy, M.A., rector of Ore- 
home, in Suffolk. , He supposes, and even takes it for granted, that the 
Celts first received their religirus worship from the descendants of Abra- 
harT, by whom the oak was held in great veneration. Several passages 
in. Scripture intimate the oak to have some typical relation to divine 
worship. It was planted hi the Proseuchos (the spot between the porch 
arid the altar, or /hat outside the gate where alms wm asked) so far bach 
as before the time of Joshua the son of Nun ; and its name, in the radical 
"letter? \,f tf 2 Hebrew, signified tfye Deity himself. The reverence of the 
Druidical priests for the pkuit springing from the oak, which they cut 
ofT with a golden prunjng-hook with so much ceremony and awe, and 
afterwards offered' upon their altars, arose therefore, possibly , from the 
corruption M* the doctrine that the tacred Branch, as the Messiah was 
termed in .after eges by<4he prophets, was to take upon him a different 
nature (as doeb the' mUrtetoe from the oak) than that from which he 
proceeded, and to* become an ecpiatory sacrifice for the sins of the world. 
p The medicinal virtues attributed to the plant mistletoe, in the cure of 
epileptic discuses, imputed to the influence of malignant spirits, in the 
darkened ages of druidism, were probably derived from the same source 
tradition of the sacred Branch being sent fig a healing of the nations , 
JS as the powerful antagonist ai.d^Vvctor over the influence of demons 
and evil .Spirits. — Letters upon Subjects of Literature. \ , c 
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beneath which, in later da& the I>epp$A;om /.'eats* belonging to 
the estates of Pomme^aye were paij^. 

. Fontevravjlt. — This town is seated in me xmqpe 01 a iorest 
of the same name, about four leagues from Sawnur. There 
was formerly a celebrated abbey here of die Bqpedicline cipler ; 
Tts abbesses were generals of the order, and | exercised a fcu3a( 
right in its vicinity. TJiese ladies were* alway’s^jf fiic^rank, 
and* they enumerated fifteen* princesses, jGve pf whom were of 
the house of Bourbon, among their number. JThe dames de 
France , children of the blood royal, were educated in this con- 
vent. It«s also famous in modern times for Jibing one of the 
places of imprisonment^ the English when Bonaparte detafne^ 
them in the year lSoffi From this place they were*afterwards. 
removed to Vendum. 


— * ■ f 

SECTION XXXIV.. 

ANCIENT PROVINCE OF B O U RBbN NO I S, 

® CONTAINING 

THE DEl f ARTMl2lSr» OFALtlER.* 

1 • 1 

This is an inland department (centre), composed 01 ancient 
Bourbrmnou. 

Soil. — This department ift very fertile, producing all kinJs of 
grain, and the vine in perfection. • • • ' • 

Rivers.— The Alliet, the Chef, the Oman f and t!6e thire. 

Mountains. — These are a continuation of thO mountains of* 
Auvergne, running near the western frontier, iq a direction from 
north to south. 

ines. — Here fire some iron and cofll min^, aftd quarries in 
this department . # « ® 

Mineral Waters.— T here axe Several mineral waters, am (pig 
which those of Vichy are the most celelfrated. • • 

Remarkable Persons. — Martchal de Befbick^ Villars , 
Michel Morin, a mggician ; Pierre Fed % Thomas Ijegtmudin . 

• Religion.— -Roman Catbfljcf part of the diocese of Clermont . 
j\idiciaj> administration depends upon the, couf.royalP of 
Riom % and it is eomnrfeed in tAe twenty-Alt military division* , 
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Tills department is divided into 'our arrondissemens , viz., 
flloulityj Montluym, Ganat‘ r and Lapalis qe. 

• j 

CHIEF TOWNS, 

$lo u li ss is situated in an agreeable and fertile plain. The 
Mimses aie built of*red aui black bricks, which pioduccs a sin. 
gul.A.pIfe^Uw^ii llie of the College Royal, formerly the 
“ Convent of th$ Visitation,” isa*superl> monument erected to 
the memory g f tlie unfortunate Duke of Montmorency , whom 
thq, implacable Ricliclicn caused to be beheaded at Toubmse. 
The cavalry her racks are very line; tlie staircase is much 
admired lor its boldness* The barracks for the gendarmem, 
and the old tower, called Mal-coiffuf are the only remains of 
\he castle elected by Duke Louis II. in 1370. In the library ol 
Moulins is preserv old Bible qf Souvigny , which formerly 
belonged to the monks of Aeuiigny before die revolution of 
17 $9* It wus written in the twelfth century. This manuscript, 
having 302 leaves, twenty inches six lines in length, and four 
teen inches six lines in breadth, is larger than the Bible pre 
seated to Charlemagne on the day of his coronation, in 8€1 
It is written on very beautiful vellum ’n double columns with 
large margins ; tl.e text is very clear, and beautifully executed 
The national library does n<M contain a manuscript of the Bible 
which can be compared to it. The text is adorned, with mime, 
mus miniatures, 4he brilliant colours of which are enriched by 
the "contrast of gold and silver. The cover (which time has 
gicatly injured) is ornamented with bands of diftevent metals, 
iVnd with those fantastic animals which were' so jwwk thq taste 
of the middle rge. It, is pretended that this Bible wa* con- 
sulted at the time of the Council of B&le* * from, the >eprxactness 
of its text Proposals were ^ mage for the exchange of this 
valuable book fo^ eight thousand volumes by the national, library; 
but the inhabitTbta of Moulins haring' objected 40 i the proposal, 
this exchange wae given up.' * & 

The bridge over the Allier is composed of thirteen afthes, 
the span of ali of which is sixty feet. Unfortunately, the bed 
of the £l*ier is now so soft and muddy, that the stream acts 
visibly upo/i < it, and this is the f\fth bridge which has been » 
crertcd within a century. There are many pretty walks in th/ 
neighbourhood. Mr Jins carries on a considerable trade in 
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Strain, wine, oxen, pigs* Ah; coals, sjli, arras, ^cy. * Those are 
marble quarries in its vicinity, aM the woojjs supply jxcellcgt 
•tihiber for the various purposes o^irchitecture.* 

Not Jhr from Moylvts is the village oi Soumyny, situated in 
a lovely valley, which Cesar called Umbra Vatfis. 9 9 
# Long. 0 ° 59' 50" 5 lat 40* 34' A'\ Sixtf nine leagues 
Paris. Thirty-six posted 

Bourbon L’Archambauwt is seated jn a .hollow ; its’ baths 
are so hot, that the hand ciymot be held in them # unless they b<? 
tempered with cold Water. Its ancient nami of JJourbomwt^ lias 
given tha house of Bourbon ft ! name. It was Jh this town that 
Jeanne Albert mnrd^AAnthfmy of \ Bourbon ; duke of Venflvmc 
and of the Bourbonnmi, father ©f Henry IV. Archambauft 
de Bourbon, *>ne of the early dukes of tlys towii, # antf to whom 
it owes its name, after sighing his nanypto any act which had 
force within his*domination, used to &M,Par^a yarantiede man 
epee; this he did in humble, or rather ostentatious imitation of 
Charlemagne,* who never used any other seal than the pummel 
of his sword. The beautiful castle of the city was much repaired, 
enlarged, and flanked by twenty-four great towerc by Louis Jl. 
surnamed le bon due, The windows of this edifice were remark- 
ably beautiful, consisjjng of tlq? emblazouc 6 % arms yf Bourbon, 
and much coloured glaas. On Xjjfc day that He my the 
was murdered, the bar thftt crossed the escutcheon was broken 
by a thunder-storm, but the flcwr-da-lit retained untouched. 

* Whft the stortu and the tempest respected, ijie revolution de- 
stroyed— this magnificent building is gpw a heap of ruins: 

At Grnnet then i% a fountain, the watershed* wliio^ poisdn 
animals. • # # • ^ 

In thenS%hhouihood of Saint P<mrca#$ behind Mvnt-'Marault , 
is the mail town of Neris f jvhiqh tpwes its foundation to Nero ; 
the ruins of an aqueduct, and of an amplfitaauS and baths, 
one of which is still puiU de C'aar y is mss protf of this. 

At Vkhy there are likewise baths known in the time of the 
Ro&cnuqs. • Much of these Waters is sent to Paris in bottles, 
wlynt thpy me in great request 
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r SECTION XXXV. 

ANCIENT PROVINCE OF AUVERGNE, 

t ^/?^TAlNINO THE* DEPARTMENTS QF Pt'Y PE DOME AND CANTAU 

1.— DEPARTMENT OF PUY-DE-DOME. 

This departments inland.:, it is formed of Bam Awoergne , 
some portions o 8 the ancient Bouttiofinou, Lyonmis , Flirez, and 

Soil. — A beautiful and rich valley, sixty leagues square, 
bordered on *be east end west by high mountains," and watered 
from south to north v ‘,y the Allier,k occupies the whole of this 
department This valley is called Limagne. 

Mountains.— The mountains of this department are remark- 
able for their height and their picturesque effect, but more par- 
ticularly as forming the centre of those numerous chains which 
traverse the southern and central part of France, and by which 
they ally themselves to the Alps on thl one side, and the Pyre- 
nees qp the oth4r. 'Among ♦hese, the Mont Puy-de-Dome , 
properly so called, is conspicubus. It has all the appearance of 
having been completely calcined bysubtemmeous fires, which, 
not being sufficiently powerful to force their way through its 
solid' surface, burst forth on many surronudirf^ heights, and 
poured forth its flames and boiling lava, of which there are many 
and evident' proefs still existing. Its summit is accessible, and 
the view from' it is m^oficeivably magnificent ; it is also very 
fertile. It was on this height that Pascal made his ingenious 
experiments on the'weight'bf *he fir. 

Rivers. — T he principal rivers are the AUier, the Dore y and 
the Sioule. The two f6Ymer are navigable, and there are ferry- 
bqats over all of them. Thete are also some ponds and lakes, 
which appear to occupy the crater of ancient volcanoes. They 
all produce fish. J 

Min r '/.' — Puy-de-Done is rich in mines of antimony, lead, 
alum, silver, \oal, See . ; and it J.ikc vise possesses some quarries 
of* marble, granite, and porphyry; basalt, puzrolane. See 
There *re also iron mines, but tliey are r :>t worked. 
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DE&ARTl^ENT OF PllY-l^-doME.' 

Learned Societies.'*- 'there aye a t f lermont an acad 
the sciences, belles-lettres , and arts; an academy of^eqjogy ami 
Jbotany, and a society of agricultm. * 

Remarkable Persons. — BMse Pascal , a celebrated, mathe- 
matician ; Amauld d'Andill y, Vie founder of tho schools of fart- 
'Royal; Delillc ; Desaix; G AerSrtS* £hibotnti$t, Fontwyes, &e. W. 

Religion. — R oman Catholic, forming pAt ofrthe dia^ese of 
Clermont. The Protestants have a con$storial church at Cler* 9 
mont-Ferrand . m , • 

This deportment is divided . into five 'mrondwemens, viz. : 
Clermont • Ferrand^ Rtm^Tnvgrs^ Amber t, Ismire. Its civil 
government flependajmon the courfoyale of Rtbn. It is torn# 
priced in the nincteeattnhilitary division. 

6&EF TOWJyS. 

Clermont-F^rrapjd is utuatecl in th% most fertile part of 
the plains of Limagne, at the foot of Mont de Geryovie . * The 
most remarkable building in Clermont is lhe,ancieiit college of 
the jesuits. The tower of the cathedral is placed on the side, 
instead of the front of the building, which gives it a singular 
appearance. The com market has four fronts. The theatre of 
Clermont is small, au£ the streets, genenAhr speakiijg, arc 
narrow aud gloomy ; and«this arisfcsT partly from the. mixture of 
volcanic and, calcareous materials, which are employed largely 
in the construction -of thp buildings. Chore is one beautiful 
•fountain in thfrchy, and in the suburb of Saiftte Allire*is a 
curious fountain, in the enclosure of th& ancient abbey # of the 
same name. The waters of thisefouptain haya tbe*prr$erty of 
encrusting every object they come irf contact v4th! Oyer this ■ 
fountain a planlt was thrown, as a kind of Bridge, and the waters 
having risen to an unusual height af variou# times^have depo- 
sited a calcareous substance, and have thus Yomqed %n apparent 
wall of one block of stone, 640 feet lozg, J® wide, and 16 feet 
high on the sloping side, while on the other it appears to proceed 
from the soil. Many of the waters in neighbourhood have 
this quality ; the yellow pavement of the me detfEaux derives 
its colour from an encrustation deposited Jjy these wateRso Many 

E s place small Animals ®ithip them for the sate of having 
mcrusjed, but larger ones always decay beforewthe enerfs* 
.'not petrifaction^akes place. 
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Clermont possesses many agreeable tyaUks and a magnificent 
botanic ^aftlen. It was in this town that, the council was held 
in 1095, al^Viich the first cnsade was deckled upon. 

It lyis^i manufactory of rdteens, druggets, and serges $ and 
among its articjbs of eomrgerce kre, com, wine, hemp, cheese, 
■'and apncot tarts . / ’ 

Long. 6° 4 1 57" ; lift. 45° 46' 45". Ninety-three leagues south 
# from Paris. Foity-seyen posts anti a half. 

The three chains of mountains \vh*oh traverse Auvergne, that 
of 'Domes, of »Cautal, and ,q£ Dor, have apparently been all 
formed bv volcanoes. It is on flic sumioit of MoiU-Dor that 
4 the 'flake Pavih is to be foifnd. Its fo^m.and its position render 
, it one of fnc finest and most singular curiosities of France. This 
.bike occupies the crater of an ancient volcano, *■ The water does 
not mount to ttye submit of the mountain, but there is a mag- 
nificent obtain, it njay be called, oi the finest* turf, which slopes 
gradually to the edge of the water, its height 125 feet in some 
parts ; it follows all the sinuosities of the basin. At the bottom 
of this sloping tuif there is a stone bank about twelve feet 
thick projecting over the lake ; the rock sinks perpendicularly 
below the * lake to the depth of 288* feet. The water is par- 
ticularly <3lear. ✓‘'There is an .immense} crevice on one side of 
’ the, mountain, through which the lava formerly issued, and it is 
by this opening that the lake noift flows, falling., in a limpid 
‘cascade into a channel which it has formed for itself, from whence 
it glides along * valley, until "it falls into the Coure ; iuwateri, 
then lose their brilliantly, aud become troubled. 

Isstifi ri? wasiformerly a weM-fortified^own. In the sixteenth 
century it Wap besieged,* and the leaguers, under the command 
of the duke of Guisfc, having made themselves masters of the 
place, they collected in the church, by his orders, the few inha- 
bitants wl)o«em^ined,Awhere.they were massacred in cold blood. 
A dreadful storm added to the horrors of this appalling scene, 
vylieu the rolling" of the thunder mingling with the screams and 
,groaiist.of the dyiug ai with the imprecations of the conquerors, 
seemed to concentrate in this devoted city all the miseries 

which i 1 (l • 

‘ t ** Flesh b heir to." * 

c o • 

t Issoite is now a peaceable plaice, small, but embellished .will 
beautiful walks. Q£the two squares, one is made use' of as 
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a hay-field, and the other, as a public walk. occupies thfe site of* 
its former ramparts.* j 

• * In the village of Perrier , winch is near theie is u 

natural bbelisk, whioh ft alinoynnaccessible, yet on •its* summit ( 
of volcanic matter stands a m||ied Jower caljftl Le M auricle t. 

# Several cavities of the rajft; suggest .theJSea of .its ^a\mV 
afforded an asyluiy to maj/ 

Ambert , which is to the west of Issoire# scn<ft to America pins* 
needles, stuffs, and gaitem. * • 

The small town though dcstxlhtcjof any thin!* to 

recommend it to th^ftirions* traveller, 1ms. mffch to interest a 
minister of financlf who should exulf in the noise* of those Turn# « 
mers and machines which the traveller in search of* itpfjqtiitiefP 
or the picturesque would t escape from with tlie greatest activity. 
Here on every side there are man u factors #f paper, cutler), 
hardware, Ike. &c., all of which are highly prized, TJut rs is 
situated on the top of a mountain, which makes all its streets 
steep and difficult of .access; and they arc besides narrow and 
winding, the last property a result of their leading to and fioni 
an elevation difficult of ascent. 


2.— DEPARTMENT CAXtyU* 

This is ait inland deparftnent (Si) composed of Haute In- 
rergne, and a part of Velay: 

• Soy*. — This department is intersected^ by a great numbfi* of 
mountains and valleys, intermingled wijh what may be denomi- 
nated table lands , sinae they consist of elevajjons* wlfieh arc 
totally flat at the top ; they arc called by the inhabitants Plants r, • 
and are tolerably fertile. • 9 

Mountains. —The Plomb^du £a%tal ‘is «the highest of the 
ridge that traverses the department. 0» evcW side, they bear 
the traces of volcanic origin ; among these* traces are regular 
columns of basalt Among the natural [curiosities are the iig- 
meusC balls which appear *to be iormed (if vast colossal flowers* 
rese^bling^ one mass of leaves curiously folded sne over the 
other. 

** was a ' 80 .* n this town, A.D?U9i, that the famous La Boordai>icjc 
'^tffc’efs, mother of the beautiful Oabrielle d’Estrees, *w«ft massacred 
during a riot. 
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FoR£sTS.-*Thc trees which, principally compose the forests of 
this department are the fir, tb'? pine, the oak, the beech, and the 
birch. .'h» V • 

Rivers. — The principal are^the Ddrdcgne, which Separates 
thi$ 'department c from that of Corrjjte; the Maronne , the Jordane, 
4he Cef, Acc. Sea. ' 

Mives. — C untal contains mines pit-coal and antimouy ; 
quarries of granite, mW-stones, tec., and in some parts of por- 
phyry, tripoli, umiantlms, black clay, timber, Arc. tec.. A pyra- 
midal rock, near Cftandesaignes^produce^ silver, sulphur, and 
arsenic. J f - 

* Learned Societies. — Ihere are a ^AuriltAc a society of agri- 
culture, of arts and commerce, a cabinet of natural history, Arc. 

“ Remarkable Persons.— Gerbert, pope und& the name of 
Sylvestre II.; th rt cardinal and the in&rechal de Noailles ; Car- 
rier , of infemous memory, &c. ' ^ 

Religion.— Roman Catholic, forming part of the diocese of 
St. Flour. ’ 

This department is divided into four arrondi89emens 1 viz., 
Aurillac, St. Flour , Mauriac, Murat. 

Its civil government depends upon Jhe cour royale of Rion. 
It is comprised i».*the nineteenth militar* division. 

CHIEF TOWNS. 

Aurillac is situated In a valley on the river Jordane; it is 
the largest and most populous town in Cantal!* It contains an 
old castle, called Saint Etienne, the Hotel-de- Ville , a house for the 
prefetch theatre, on hospital, barracks, •baths, several churches, 
and a stud for Worses ; It°is a very ancient town, and has pro- 
duced a host of clever men who have distinguished themselves at 
the bar, in the puljftt, the ahoy; and as private gentlemen. Among 
these we shall Brisct oxft of its intendants, M. de Montholon, vfho, 
during a yearof fafmide, provided the poor with work, relieving 
their necessities. * Like afl ahgql of light, he penetrated Into the 
'dark abodes of miseryj%ispelling by his presence the clouds of 
adversity, and restoring to the pale sickly countenance of pning 
want the roseate hue tf health by bis well-timed and continued 
bounty. His townsmen, grateful* for his active and benevolent 
Virtues, erected an obelisk to his memory, upon which the* ffl- 
lowin£ lines were ^graven J 



DEF^RTMEIXT|pF CENTAL. 

« Nourrir un peuplft Atier, de fanyne expiran^ 

Par les mains^de ce pcuple eipbellir cette^ville, 
Rendreje malheur mdi^e utile, r 
JR nfin par ses vertus faire luorer son rang, 

De Mon*holon ce^uxt l’ouvrage. 

Puisse ce monument u \ £mais r«spect£ ^ • 

Transmcttre k ik posterlft , . •' 

Nos maux et ses ibt^ifaits, sa gloire, et mitre fcommag** 


The obelisk bee% Replaced by a fountain,* and the same 
verses, sealed up fi a Ijottle^ Jjave been: deposited beneath it. 
There is*no accoul for the taste of a people. 

According tot/fe gazetteers, this* place baS lbng. 0° 7* lig.. 
44° 55' 10". -One hundred and twenty-seven l&gucs frogi 
Paris. Sixt;4even posts and a half. » • ' , 

Saint Flour.— The origin of tills littWtawi^has been variously 
given ; it is molt probable that Its antiqu fry extend only so far 
back as 1007, when, a monastery was founded in these 0 moun- 
tainous regions by Ambiord de Brezam as extenuation for his 
crimes. By degrees the monastery was surrounded by houses, 
until it became important from its size, and was appointed as 
the see of a bishop. Paul de Ribeyre, the celebrated Beliak, one 
of its latter bishops, 9 greotly embellished It, and* a gate still 
passes under the nan je of FtnSe Ribeyre , * ovc^ whigh was 
written:-—. ® 


w — 

1 De Rityyre en ttft lieux tu vois le moindre*ouvrage ; 

Compter nos monuments', e’est, compter cts bienfaits 
* De l'eglise et du pauvre il accrut flieritage ; 

11 16gue a ses {brents les Iftureux qu'il ajirtt.’ 

• • • 

Murat. — This town # is placed in fronl of t a rock, which pro- 
tects it from the hortl^ and aorth~wfat ; 'this rock ig composed of 
tegular prispas of five or six faces, *tiich «|igbt Jbc separated 
into columns of about teil feet in cirtunffereflee ; at a distance 
it has the appearance of a rpnge of organ-*pipes. This y no 
doubt a basaltic formation.' Indeed, tih e whole range of ttese 
mountains is volcanic. The Plomb da Cental fises about 6000 
feet above the level of the sea. • * m # • 

The inhabitant of Aumrgae are wretchedly fyx>r ; formerly 
tljey used^o emigrate during the winter mont^p, nai by fdtlow- 
ing the occupation *f tinkers, porters, # &c. &c., woifld return 
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to their families, bringing with* them their earnings, and 
ccmmcnrinfP theit labours anew in the .pursuits of agricul- 
ture. Some ), f these mountaineers still lead the same life, but 
the revolution has worked a chfqjge even here, and not one of 
the^raost beneficial. There is litfcjc doubt that good frequently 
’'•prangs from apparent ev&, and f hat France may ultimately * 
reap benefit f»*m i'ic '“revolution of f 733, is equally not to be 
doubted, when tlr: effervescence oHavtless liberty has subsided 
into the gen'uinc spirit of freedom* f Jlut the mountaineers of 
Auvergne have, hithrarto imbijred only its deleterious qualities, 
and the consequence is, that matiy^h^e emigrated entirely, 
>*nd those who*rdliim to their families bring'back extravagant 
: dcas of tliE necessaries of life, and ohoose tire summer as more 
agreeable for *heir peregrinations. This is much to be lamented, 
for, instead of bringing into the department the former sum of 
1,485,000 francs, they have reduced it to GOO, 000 ; and the indus- 
trious Inhabitants of the Haute Loire , Aveyrou, Lot , La Creme , 
and La Corrtzc , arrive annuully to do that work which was 
formerly done by the Cantalians themselves. Nay, the travelling 
tinkers and braziers of Switzerland and Italy seek a livelihood 
among these poor inhabitants of Auvesgne. There is nothing 
in creation ?o vile not to furnish the. means of existence to 
something even worse than, itself. Amongst rational beings 
none are so miserable but you will imd others who can fatten 
upon the wretched. Time was, when the Helvetians and the 
Italians furnished rich banquets to the northern barbarians. 
But the times change, aUd we change with them. 

Among thfc objects of curiosity which have been discovered in 
Auvergne, thfc mummy uf Mortre is one that has puzzled philo- 
sophers exceedingly, afc to when and why this solitary object of 
care, labour, and expense should display an ait coulined to the 
Egyptians; op ho^it foiud its ,way back to the neighbourhood of 
Mortre. » u • «> . * 

'fhe following extract contains the particulars of its discovery: 

“ In the Mercury (a newspaper) of 17o6 there is the following 
description of the momie dee Mortres , which was found in a Ipw 
and dampWadotf, about one foot under ground only. The 
tomb which contained the mummy* was apparently hewn in a 
jrreJ porous none, without ornameut and without 'inscription. 
The tonA and die coffin were composed of two pieces of stone 1 



i • Dl^ARTMENTJ^F f AtfrAl 51L 

which fitted into each fctfler; th$re were two %lits in the coffin*, 
the use of which could not be accounted for ; tluftmf was in a 
line with the mou£h of the chfld, the other the stomach. 
They Were filled w;th 4>ourre (cow’s or horse-hair). P* mummy 1 
. was that of a child about ten or # eleven years old, embalmed • 
with so much art, that the body tf&s in a ^tato of absolute per- 
fection, the soul only .was wanting to ffiv^ volmntary potion tiw 
its limbs, for they obeyed" the impulse gisen to them by tjie 
bystanders, and the flimsy possessed even so t^uch elasticity us 
to resume their original^osition, Its fci* pointed to the west, 
and itsairms were extended in a straight lint* on each side. The 
head was large, ‘(lie forehead uucifvered, tftefhftir of a Aesjpuj 
brown, two inches long— -in short, no one feature Wjjs deficient, 
or appeared to have undergone the sliglpest alteration, even .the 
eyes preserved their vivacity when disdhgajjed from their cere- 
ments; the biTdy was found »sifrrounde<f by a bgji of aromatic 
gums usually made use of in embalming; then cam? a very 
thin layer of tow ; this was followed by^a very coarse cloth, 
which enveloped the body, and this was wound round by rollers 
which confined it. The feet aud the hands were tied up in 
little bags filled with ^aromatics, and the head in a cap which 
appeared to be mad^of some.p repared’ skirt., but Ahejsubstauce 
could not be accurately definfitf Over ull«thes§ wer% placed 
two winding-sheets ; the\me of the finest texture, the other oft 
very coarse materials, woven like a Oat. .tfll the linen, bandSf 
4c<^., were stftmgly impregnated with^aroma§cs. The peasants 
who (bund this mummy concluded must be the body of a ^ 
saint They carriwbit to the ohurch, set th% belh riflging, an^ 
evinced the most extravagant denlbnstrationt# of joy : but here 
they did not £top, for they mutilated tlib beautiful relic, in order 
to possess some portion of 4 as £ charm ; and had not the bishop 
•of Clermont timely interfered,, it would Wve b^en wholly de- 
stroyed ; but so tittle did -he value tliia curiosity, that lie desired 
it might be re-buried. But theoencsehal of Rion ordered it to 
again exhumed, att’d placed in a glass case for exhibition; 


i 


tjje money derived from this exhibition was tod»e devoted to the 
hospital. But a command came from yersailles that^should be 
sent to Paris, an<t placed ip tl^ cabinet d'histoir^Katurdlc” .In* 
1790, L^jGrand-d’Aussy srfys, “it is still to be $pen* but Uack, 
dried up* and stiffened, and so altered ffcgnalrtt has undergone, 
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that it would n<# be recognised by ihose»who saw it in its first 
state of bpadiiful preservation.* ”* 


‘ sectu>n XXXVI. 

'/THE ancient' province of*champaone, 

• b m * 

• CONTAINING THE DEPARTMENTS OF ARDENNES, MARNE, AIBL. 

** AND IIALTE MARftE. 

1.— DEPARTMENT OF ARDENNES. 

* This js ,i ‘frontier department (N.), fonned of a part of Cham* 
pa^ne. 

Soil.— T he soil of this country is very varied. In the centre 
the earth is lrxuriant, rand produces apple, plum, and cherry- 
trees.* The eastern parts are devoted to die culture of gram, and 
the north is cold and barren. 

Mountains* — The forest of Ardennes is situated on and among 
mountains, which perhaps bear the same name. The scenery 
among these forests and mountains is wild and dangerous, and 
tlje wolkof Ardennes is no contemptible animal. 

Riv*iiis.— .The ! Meuse and the Aime fertilize its soil. 

Mines and Quarries. — These consist ohiefly of iron mines, 
and slate and majtflc qua&ies. 

Remarkable Person. — Marshal Tureme . % • 

.Religion — Roman Catholic, forming part of the diocese of 
Rlieims/ Its judicial administration depends upon the cour 
royal* of Metz, ’knd it f* ^comprised in the twentieth military 
division. 

This department i? divided into five arrmdissemens, viz., Me- 
zicres , Rocroy , Ref&l, Sdtian, Vouziers. , 0 

This department derives its name from the extensive forest of 
Ardmnes.\ The length of this .forest in the early Ages was 
fivo hundred miles. At* present it is confined to that part of 

• ' r 

* Jfaysefaprepared a mummy jn so exquisite a manner, that Peter the 
Great embraced^ as the body of a beautiful living rhild. 

t Arden was the common appeilStirif given to forests by the Celtse. 
The 4 word is a Cbnvnmnd of Ard % which signifies high, or *?reat; add j 
ven or tfeiij either a hill^ hr wood. Caesar and* Tacitus write the word 
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$EPAlirMENT O^ARDENftF.S. 

Trance which lies betwcM Thionyille, near the country o[ Lieges, 
to Doncherry and S 3 dan, on the coniines of phamgAgqj*. Tows 
. and villages and abbeys are interspersed throughout even this 
small remains of the impenetrable forests of antiquity, which 
are likewise traversed by one or two high roq^Js ; all die jkoss- 
* roads are in general so narrow tha£ two fr&ggons cannot pass 
each other, and the wagoners are proviflec^wiib bells of horns 
to*give notice of their vicinity. 

•HJEF TOWNS. 

Mezieres.— T he church of# fidtre-Dame 7 thi tower of which 
serves us # a point oLobservation in time of wat, gn^i the foui^ains, 
;ire the only public buildings w orthy of notice. Its citadel was buift 
in 1591. The Preux-Sam-Peur, the Chevalier Bayard^ during tilt 
war between Charles V. and Francis I., de^nded tlfis city agaidst 
the Emperor, anjl compelled him^o retire. Jn die commencement 
of this war, the French monarch had sftme idea 4>f destroying 
the town by fire, on ‘account of its weakness. u There are no 
places weak,” replied Bayard, M when there? are brave men to 
defend them. I will go and shut myself up in Mezi&res, and 
will give you a good account of it.” 

Mezitres is seated on 3ie Meuse , partly, on jl hill, partly on a 
plain. • 

Its trade consists in stfcgg leather, irons, linen doth, Surges, 
hats, hemp? and woollen stuffs. Its territory contains quarrieg 
of stone and slate. • • # 

Long. 0 Q 2 ' 26" 5 lat 49 d 4 ? # . Fifty-six lAgues N. E. from 
Paris. • 

The southern part df this department is eJbeedingly fertile, 
particularly about Vouxiers. Near Ligny-U-Ghrand rises a bigb 
mountain, upon the. top of which is a lake, the waters of which 
neither decrease nor mcrea& ; & cord of ^ixty toises cannot 
faihoin it If the. weather be bad, it i? imjpffi^ble to approach 
near to it, for the clayey earth by which it is surrounded is 

generally Vet. Hence it is also called Fosse-aux-Mortiers . • 

I • • 

Arduen . Jbe forest of Arden In Warwickshire, and that of Mancenim , 
whiSi occupied the site and surrounding fountryof the present Winches- 
ter, was called Arden. % Oasian, sneaking of tUt forests of Gdedonia, calls 
'them Ardven—henct the same Inflation waa given not only to jhe 
g>r$ts a in the^laius of Warwickshire, but to the hills of^Mtland. 
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Chaulewiont, in the north, wa* bAl^ by Charles V. on a rock, 
a| the foot gf which is ihe village Givct. The barracks in this 
village are very fine, and extensive ; during the late war, they 
were used as prisons for the English. r 

Chauleville was founded by Charles Gonzagw * duke of 
Nevers, in 1609. " IV was originally a castle ; it is now a line city. 
Its sUcels are straight, the houses of a regular height, and co- 
vered with slate; four principal streets lead to the gates, and 
‘form a large square in the middle of the city, where there is a 

fine fountain. Char lev illr contains # a celebrated manufacture of 

. 1 * § a 

arms, beer, and leather. It export# lace, stockings, sheets, works 
in marble, and its* territory produces slate and coal. 

Long. 0° 2' 28" ; lat. 49° 47'. Fifty-six leagues north-east 
from Fails. 

Sedan possesses a cannon -foundry and a fine arsenal, which 
contains the arms of many rexowned knights. The municipal 
council havi the intention (perhaps they have already executed 
it) of erecting a monument to the memory of Marshal Turenne, 
who was a native of this place. The fountains and churches of 
Sedan are wtdl worthy of notice. 

i 

. 2.— DEPARTMENT OF.MARNE. 

'/i ■ 

Tliis is An inland department (N.F.j* comprised of a portion of 
Chumpayne . 

S'UL. — Its su. face is irregular, consisting of alternate plains 
and gently rising hills, interrupted by highlands. In the interior 
:t is diy and chalky, hut on the frontiers the soil is fertile* The 
eastern and- wcsttftn parts are marshy aa5 low. 

Rivers. — These arc the Marne, Aisne , Seine 9 Verles x Suippe, 
&e, tScc. 

Mines a:?d Qu; rries.— Iron, coal, rfiarblc, slate and kaojin. 

RemarRahle^ersons. — Colbert, Pluche, &c. 

Religion.— R oman Catholic, forming part of the dj^ces* of 
Xeaux. Its judicial administration is attached to that vf the 
cour royale of Paris, and it forms part of the second military 
division^) * 

This department is divided into five arrondweinens, viz., 
Chakms»sur-Mame, Rheims, Str Menehould, Vi trysur- Mam , 
aud EjffH&y. ' " ** 
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CHIEF TOWNrf 

• • 

• Chalons is situated between two luxuriant meadows upon 
the Marne. It is more* extensive than beautiful/ beijg jll paved, 
and the houses chieSy built of wood. The 1‘i^nt of the Jrlotcl * 
de Ville is very fine, and the Gothic cathedral, erected in the 
thirteenth century, is a^splendid spec ini efi c£ ai^hitectur^ The# 
scfhool of arts amf trades is -w orthy inspgctio\ The remains of 
the camp of Attila are stjll to be seen in its vryirfity ; it was to 
this camp that the devastator retired aftcr^iaying in vaiit laid 
siege to Orleans ; here he was followed by fiterovve, Chiljwric , 
and Actiwt, "who ghve him battle, and here h<? lost his lifof \vijji # 
1 HO, 000 Huns, his bravo but* cruel companions. • # 

The trade of Chalons has diminished oj late y<giv» y since tjic 
construction of the canal of Bricrc. + 

Long. 2° 2' >2"; lat. 48° 57*28"! F^rty Teagues east from 
Paris. Twenty-one jiosts. • . 

Rheims, the ancient Durocorturum Rcmi , is an old and 
beautiful city, situated in a plain surrounded by little mountains 
which produce the delicious wine of Champagne . 

Among the buildingsanost worthy of attention are, the Arch- 
bishop’s palace, and jhe Hotel % de Ville.’ Above thf* portico of 
the latter is a fine basso-^plievo of* fjouis XIIL.on horsefqfk. * 
The Platte Royale is on<*of the finest sqliares in Vrance. In 
the middle of it is a statue-of Louis XV. Tlrf gates of Bucchusf* 
Venus, Mars, wud Ceres, the remains of an fpraphi theatre, and 
of a triumphal arch erected by the Rfrwn in honour of Coisar 
Augustus, when Agrigpa, governor-general of Jjic Gauls* caused m 
one of the principal military roads to <)uiss through Rheims’ pro- 
claim its antiquity. The fountains of.*Rheiras, seventeen in 
uumber, were erected at thepxpqpce of a cwon, named Godinot , 
who, deriving an immense revenue fr«n h^ vineyards, appro- 
priated these funds for 'this salutary sand* beneficial purpose. 
The cellars are likewise objects' of curiosity ; they are constructed, 
or e&caVated rather, in \hc chalk, anc^ in these subterraneous 
caverns .lie, tier above tier, the white, the re4> the still, the 
sparkling* wines, so valued by all «thoge whose pursfe»arc rich 

pnmigh to procure them, wtye® f 

• 

# — ■ — M Sated Hunger bids his brother . 

Produce (lie ale#der tapeijng glass." ■ 
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And as' an accompanying relish, the gingerbread and Lams of 
Rneims are strongly recommended by the bon vivants who visit 
this renowned tnty. 

The Oathodral of Rheims stands unrivalled for the beauty, 
richness, and eleganpe of its construction, so peculiar to the 
twelfth and- thirteen th qpnturies. It is the work of two architects, 
viz., L'ibergier and^ Roger de Courcy, Tlie fanner erected $e 
portal, the to\yers, the nave, and the. two lower sides; the latter 
constructed the Across, the choir, and thu chapels that surround it. 
Its erection occiqdeu thirty yeoirs, and even after its completion 
received many addijtionul ornaments in sculpture. Oiie of the 
pillars presents an extraordinary phenpmenon ; it is the first of 
hie five, southern arcs-boutants of tlie church; when the fifth 
bell (of twelve) is rung, this particular pillar, though at the 
distance of ten fe*t frpm the to^ver, and nearly forty feet below 
the bejl, without having any apparent relation with it, began 
immediately to move responsive to its vibrations, the greater 
bells having no effect upon it whatever. The Czar Peter the 
Great, in 1717, visited this church, and was astonished as he 
felt the stairs tremble beneath his steps ; for he ascended to the 
belfry, in order to make his observations upon tlie subject : his 
cogitati ns 'were profound, for while ruminating on this pheno- 
menon', some persons affirm that lie fed fast asleep, and came 
„ down just as wise os he went up. Near the door of the church 
there, js a white garble tomb, eight feet long ; it is composed of 
one hjock only. The remains of Jovian, one of the prefects of 
the Gauls, lie within it ; Le was a simple citizen of Rheivns , and 
^ was raised to v thai dignity in the time of Julian tlie Apostate. 

The archbishop of Rheiins , as the successor of Saint Remi, who 
converted and baptized ’ Clovis, the only Christian monarch of his 
time, claims the priyilege of proclaiming, f and consecrating, and 
crowning all* the *ings of France.* In 1059,, Henry I., and in 
1108, Louis VI. attempted, but in Vain, to break through this 
privilege of the archbishop of Rheim^; and Louis VH. caused 
the ceretnony for the consecration of the kings of France to be 
formally ^rawii up and registered in the Chambre des Confutes, 
that it migh^be followed a&d obeyed by the Jungs his successors 
in future.; and until the reign' <?f Louis XVI., almost ever4» 
monarch who bad a veneration for old and established cmUmJ 

• See ..otc B, at the end of the vJuine.] % 
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'was content to.repair tojSflh&m* for the celebration t>f lji&, oo m, 
nation ; and all historians agree, that? the coronation of Louis 
.XIV. was performed with the most scrupulous attention not 
only tathe prescribed £ules of the written docdRnlnts, but even 
with the greatest exactness to the slightest tradition?. 9 * 

It was in this cathedral that the Sainte Ampoule was carefully 
preserved; it was said # to have been bfbdght from heave* by a f 
dfhe ; otliers aflirih by an mgel at the bamjsm of Clovis ; but 
“ the balm of the Sainte Ampoule has tfuder^one the fate tif 
all human things — it has yielded to the ejects of time, if has 
undergone the alterations analogous to all t^Testrial objects — 
for it has changed its nature~it has not preserved its fhtfditv ; 
it is dried up to a hard edngealed substance of*a dark r ecf,’ 
almost entirely opaque, and reduced to ^he half^of fts*original 
quantity.” The phial tfial contained j^was the size of a fig. 
The Sainte Ampoule , or crystal phial, %as ^deposited within a 
white enamelled dove, with its wings extended. The interior of 
this dove was either of gold or silver gilt ; the beak and claws 
were red; it rested upon a frame of silver gilt, except the 
actual plate upon which it stood, and this was of pure gold set 
with precious stones ; tf this frame was attached a silver chain, 
which the abbot put rjund his neck when ha carriej.tbe sacred 
relic to the church. 'JJhe uppt£part of the, Sainte finpoufe, 
or phial, lghich was of* glass or crystal, was deaf ancP trans- ^ 
parent, but the lower part* was dark from thJfe balm, which vi£** 
concrete, although soft* enougjr to he remold by the golden 
neeJte employed for that purpose. It # was highly fragrant? The 
use of balm and fragrant oil, t in ceremonie^ of «elig(pn, is # of 
the highest antiquity. The formation qf this"baim»by the Greeks 9 * 
was an object # of the greatest importance«and study. Dom Vert 
says, that in the Greek church fjprty differqptTrinds of aromatics 
and perfumes are male use of as thc^founjjjjtioi^ the Saint- 
Chrhne, among fthich amber, cinnamon, ^loaes, spikenard, the 
red rose .of SiTak, aloes, &c. axe conspicuous. The Latin church 
use* pure balsam only. * j # * 

# In 1793 this phial was broken, but the balsagi which it con- 
tained was partly preserved by M.JKourelle , and M%de Seraine , 

| who was at that lime cuiyte pi Saint Rcmi dnflemi. Upon ( 

L receiving intimation of the threatened profanation,* tfyey repgired 
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the church,. ajid from the tomb of*3rAnt Rena they took La 
Sprite Avrpode. \yith the needle which was used to extract 
the balm at the boron ation of a king of France, they removed 
as much as they ‘could of the encrusted balsam, and put it in a 
crimson velvet flprsc, embroidered with golden fleurs-de-lis. 
These particles have been since put by M. dc Coury, archbishop 
> of Rlitims, intq,a n^w‘ reliquary, and ar^ again deposited in the 
tomb of Saint Rnfa 'fhese arc historical iacts, and as facts 
they will be preserved for the discussiop and amusement of anti- 
quarians of future tpnrs. They are not detailed to prove tlie 
actual sanctity oV r this oil, or to Verify the assertion that it was 
actuary a gift from 4 lieaven, but rather to disprove it from the 
testimony of those who were once most anxious to establish it. 

l^hcims is a town o^considerable trade ; it has manufactories 
of linen, druggets, fla'.^els, crapes, cloths, casimcres, woollen 
and cotton counterpanes, acids, 4 salts, candles, ‘toys, &c. Its 
territory produces wine, corn, forage, &c. 

Long. 1° 42' f>3"; lat. 49° 13' 36". Thirty -four leagues 

north-east from Pans. 

Epinay. — This town contains no one remarkable object except 
its wine cellars, which arc deeper and more extensive than those 
of llheiras* „They iwe likewise more curioqf, for they are scooped 
out of JLhe chalk in labyrinths^, It is an, ancient town, and its 
, name is a corruption of Aqua. Percnne*, which was giyen to it on 
u Amount of its numerous springs. Indeed, it is very common, 
upou digging twelve feet deep, to. meet with a well, and no less 
frequently are they surrounded by tesselated pavements. Epinay 
wus formerly, .fortified, but Charles the B$ld dismantled it. It 
has undergone many victfsrtudes ; Charles V. got possession of 
it by treachery ; Henry ! V. took it from tjie leaguers, and during 
this obstinate siege Marshal JUjran yyas killed at the time that 
Henry was lOa^ing^n hi?, shoulder. m 

W V I 

3.— DEPARTMENT OF AUBE. 

This is an inland department (N. E.), composed of a part^of 
Ckainpattyi. ^ « 

t jSoi l. —T h\j -northern district^ of , 4 this department are uni- 

fornpjy barrpi^ but the vine and gTain find a genial^soil in the 
rest. 
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Remarkable Persons. — Urban IJ r ^ the painter APignardf 

and the sculptor Girardon. • 

• *Relig ion. —Roman Catholic, lornung part aioccse of 

Troyes. * Its judicial jidiftinistr^ion depends upon thorotr royale , 
of Paris. It is comprised in the eighteenth military division. 

This department is divided into fiy arrondmemen ^ viz., 
Troyes, Arcis-sur-j[ul>c , fiarsur-Avbe, ]far-sti\-SMne, and Nogent- * 
sur-S trine. . 0 


• • 

CHIEF TOWNS. 

• % * * 

Tuoyhii, the ancient Augustobona of tlip Romans, an<^ the 
Tree# of the Gaulish people, the Tficasses , is Rne of the rithesfe • 
awl most considerable cities of France; it is seated dhfiie bank* 
of the Seine, which is hert^ bordered by fine extensive mcado#s, 
remarkable for their fertility. The chirffcbes # of this town arc 
numerous and Weautiful ; tliaP of St. Ur Jain w astounded by 
Pope Urbain IV., wfyp was the son of a shoemaker of Troyes/ In 
the church of Saint Nicholas there is an exagt representation of 
the sepulchre and chapel of Calvary in that of Jerusalem; 
the architect took two journeys to the East, in order to procure 
models for the work. The church of Saint Pantoleon is remark- 
able for the beautiful a#d richly ornamented j/Hlars ; <an^that of 
~Suhit Nizier , and La MagdafeiAetwc rich im the productions 
of the sculptor Girardon, *and the- painter Mignard . In the* 
church of Saint Jiemi there is a superb brotoze figure of thff* 
’ Saviour. Sainf Pierre , the* cathedral^ thougfi not one ot tlie 
largest cathedrals in France, has first-rtfe claims to tyeauty.’ Tli£ 
nave is supported by twenty-fourepillfirs, whiql* diminishing by « 
degrees, form the circle of the dome o> ihe choii^ SenCatJi these 
pillars there arq four and twenty other pillars, # oppositS*ty corre- 


sponding ones, which are attach**! ft) thd widl. The pavement 
oft the choir, the double range of .aislemi eSflh side,— 

il The storied Windows, rich/J (light, * 

• Casting a dim religions light," , 

form a coup-cFaeil, which fancy may imagine, but words cannftt 
describe. • ^ 

The external part of this cathedra) ip4>y no mean# equal to its 
•^lterior. ' •. • ' 

v The Hot&de Ville and ihe^Hotel IHgi are^firte buildings. 
There are no fountain ^in the upper town, the water, of file 
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^velis iar not very good. c Tlie beautffuV^alk of Lk Magdaleine is 
watered by &' limpid stream. The 'public library is established 
in the forme* .convent of the Cordeliers. 

Then air* the remains of one ctf three castles that in the days 
of laug syne deeded and occasionally annoyed the town. The 
counts of Champagne^are &iid to have made one of these (the 
remaining onej'lhei* place of residence.' 

Troyes contains ihr*py manufactures and it carries on a brisk 
trade in linen, thread, cotton, fustian*?, satins, wax and tapers, 
Arc. *" The town is Jlkfe very many qf the towns in France, paved 
with, sharp pebblts. . M 

* Long. 1° 44* 3df /; ; lat. 48'’ 18' 5 '. Thirty-eight leagues south- 
east from. Paris. 

( 

j . Vt Mery-si^-Seine the Seine begins to be navigable, and in 
the neighbourhood of 'this small town a gentleman of the name 
of M. Guerovain possesses 900 hiYes of honey Bees. 

Arcis, seated on the Aube, which becomes navigable at this 
place, is a busy stirring town, it being the mart for dispatching 
the various commodities from the neighbouring cantons to Paris. 

Bar-su ii-Seine is in itself an insignificant town, ut in Its 
neighbourhood there is a bill crowned b$* a wood, formerly called 
Garennes 'ties Coniles. Tradition says, that some shepherds, 
liavin 0 * found a small wooden statue of die Virgin i pon the trunk 
.of an old oak, small chapel, called Notre -Damn, was erected 
round this tronk^ for the preservation of the image; and so great 
was its reputatior for sanctity, lhat pilgrims caifie from all parts 
tg procure small pieces of the tree as amulets against all harms. 
In all national ctiamities, the inhabitants of Bar-sur-Seivt used 
to carry this imfige in piotlession, with great pomp, through the 
streets ; after *&hich, Notn-Dame was oanied back to her rustic 
^hode. The most remarkable fact, however, relating to this 
chapel and ; n«age^.', th£i during the lawless and reckless days 
of die Revolution, this chapel, with the wood which surrounds 
it, was respected! * 

-Bar-sor-Aube. — T he antiquity of this town is only proved by 
the ancient chtTrch dedicated to Sainte Germaine, who 'founded 
it, and who suffered martyrdom in the city. The town is divided 
into four quarters, which \Lvc formerly inhibited by Prcmenqab 
Lorain and German merchants, and the Jews ha/ 1 likewise a, 
synagogue within iu. walls. Close to it are the remains of a 
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town which was burnt by^Attila. • Abmtf two lea^b^s frdln Barf 
stood the (celebrated abbey of Clairvaux , founded by Stint Ber- 
nard, in. 1 115. It contained Uie tomb of the^tbhot, and his 
famous £ask called taint de Cutirvaux, which held 890 fripes of « 
wine. This abbey is now converted «into a tnSch more iftcful 
establishment, a manufactory for mokingApaper. 


4.— DEPARTMENT OF HA^T^T MARNE. 


• • 


This is a frontier department* (N-. E.) inclfalflvg th^umtliem 
part of Champagne and Brie. • , % • 

Soil. — r ^he soil is, genejally’speakmg, chalky; in some parts,* 
producing fertile pasturages, particularly along the baftks* of the* 
rivers, and the hills are cowered with vine^ Some* districts iff© 
barren. # . • m • 

Rivers. — Tliis’department is intersected by the Mmme, ease , 
Maese, Blaise , Voire f Omain , and Vaujon , besides which* it 
1 1 >n tains numerous small lakes. • 

Mow ns. — A high ridge of mountains rune north and 

>orth, near the eastern frontier of this department, the summits 
>1 which may he called tJble lands* They appear to he rami- 
fications from the Vosge*. • ^ # ^ € 

Foiiksis.-.J hose arc exteiTsivc, cQvcrihg upwards of 

>00,000 iwresj they arc highly productive, and thdrftimber forwis^ 
i great article of commerce. ' # m 

1 Mit^s. — T hese consist chiefly of irou ; they* are numerous 
md profitable. 

Remarkable Person %.—Pluche, L<* BatleuXfLi^jyet$adne, 
La Fontaine , Bouchordon, Diderot. * # ’* " / 

Religion. — Roman Catholic, forming part of t\\J diocW of 
Langres. Its judicial government depends uppn the wour royale , 
>f Dijon, and i^ is comprised in the eighteen thfllilitary division. 

This department is divided into three afronHissemens , viz., 
Chaumont, Vassy , and Langres. 

chief towns. 

Uhaumont is situated on a barren fountain, rich Ja iron ore; 
tsfrncienfname was Tjalvus Chance , bv corruption * 

Chmtgumt. Qkaumont is well built, in the^fonn ftn*amphi- 
heltre. The principal {offntain anjl the HotePfa Ville, .its (petty 
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Valks-^-aiul all is told., The scpfclcfir'e of Chaumont is indeed 
all exception — it a i& composed often beautiful statues of exquisite 
finish — at lea^ it was so, but its delicacy rnd beautiful outline 
have been greatly injured by several edats of thick pal fit, which 
have* destroyed iftl its sharpness. The Champenois have received 
the e/uthet of hete; Voyv undeservedly the following story will 
prove, a tliough if‘g«y r e rise to Wig proverb to which they are indebted 
-for their ill -hestoWe&f character : — “* Quatre vingt-dix-ncuf moutons 
et un ChavnpenMs ampteraient comwe^ent betes. ” 

In former tiip -£,’ P the neighbouring barons extorted a fine upon 
all the mcYfc^-indise that passed through tlicir territorits, but by 
' especial favour they had exempted from toll all persons who did 
*tioi possess’ 1 00 sheep. The cunning owners of the lloeks con* 
tvVcd at all 'times tuMpass only niuetv-nine slieCp ; which trick 
being discovered; the f/aron decreed, that ninety-nine sheep and a 
Champnwist should ctrwt as a hundred beasts. Champagne , too, is 
thefuative place of La Fontaine and lianne, and, ns the song says, 
they were not bite, nor bet ex : — 

44 Jean La Fontaine et Tiarinr 
TCtaient dc ce pays la : 

La nature, j ’imagine, * 

En a fait d’plus b£t’ qwe fa!” 

Chaumont w ds also the bihh-placc i*f the witty Abbe de Po?is, 
who was humpbacked, and upon whom La Matte made the fol* 
lowing lines : — 

44 'Ami, 1*0.1 dit que'la nature, 

De cette' l aimable creature 
° Ay ant fait le cdfps si petit, 1 
u Pour dOtfommager la matiere 

Fit uh- paquet, tout plein,d’esprit, < 

QWelte lui placa pry; derrierc.” 

Chaumdnt manufactures drliggcts, serges, glover, and stockings, 
and its wax is celebrated. 1 

( Long. 0° 2 y 50"; lal. 48° 6' 13 ,; . Fifty-six leagues south- 
east from Paris. Thirty posts aud a half. 

Choi/’Euil. — W olves abound in this neighbourhood to such a 
degree', tha^ a battery \ f six cannons has ^been erected in order 
to destroy [hem if they YippVoact within a certain distance \A 
the town. ' r iNis is jnaking war upon them in eaioest, but *with 
little effect, it should seem; fer in thirty years 150 wolves only 
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have died this lionouralflV dfcath* Several acckdd^ts hffve hap- 
pened, arising from the imperfect vision of sdtrvj of the^ngineers 
•eihploygd in this sendee, and, ip more instances one, human 
victims have fallen, instbad oivthe fierce* ravagers off tlfe flocks 
and herds. 

Lang res. — Tradition affirms this townSto have been funded 
hy ^Langon^ son of # a Celtic king, who reigned iff the yearVf the 
world 21.30! In the time of the Gauls the capital of tli* 

Lnngoncs, a people renowned for their valour. Tt suffered ymeh 
from the Vandals and Germany whose king* *6lf6cus, jpilhiged it 
notwithstanding the intercessions made to liijn^lm Saint Tidier. 
its bishop, who likewise fell a* victim to the cruelty of the Vanda? 
monarch. A triumphal arch, which still remains, wfls .ercctejPl 
in honour of their rescue ^hum the hordesffrom tin? north by#nc 
Emperor Constance Chlorc. Att^a hgrnfh ; the Saracens next 
ravaged its territory ; jn 887, Charles Le Ck-os surrovmlcd J(L with 
walls; in 1301, Join# king of France fortified it, and Louis *XI. 
built the Tour dv Saint Forge nil, and Francis!, erected the Tour 
Pig mute , and that of Petit Saint. Its walls are constructed of 
the remains of former splendour; bas-reliefs of much excellence 
are to he seen in many parts of them, some c^uito perfect, others 
mutilated. In Miim- pfeiees the hnlys made for the %ojp/ncn ty 
Jiool through, and in qfher parts* the grgoveS tln#ugli^vhich 
the bars of die portcullis slipped, are to be ifCcuratclv IracciL 
The walks of this town mjglithavc connnandcdjuicxtcir.h^ icw 
* from ^hc ramparts, hut the iuhftbitants.jprcferrAl covering Jthcm 
with a slated ioof, so that there is a shelt0re<l promenade tjlJ round, 
the town. Numerous Are the relfcs preserved iff thi$ ndighVour- 
hood hy the Langrais, even among tl!8 peasantry’ of pedals, 
Roman unis, inscriptions, .See. See., which they transmit. from 
father to son with the mf>st positive com man ft ne verio part with* 
thfem. # % ^ * • 

The cathedral is an ancidnt building, founded in the fourth 
century, oil the ruins of \\ heathen # tcmplj. The peristyle is sup- 
ported by a circle of Corinthian pillars, crow ned with a Ifcautififl 
fricsie in foliage. It contains several statues, all of*whic^ are gilt, 
save one, that of Saint Mamts , patroft s*dnt of the c^ircl?. lie is 
^presented as a shepherd in % pftciui costume, deeply absorbed 
in ^hc peruml of the holy gospel. He was, in f $va semes, the 
shepherd of hisjlwk . , from the,humblc enfyloyment of U nding 
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Ms slices in the plains of Asia, lie jwtfr translate J to Gaul, for 
tli" purpose %,( becqpiing the shepherd and bishop of the newly- 
converted Christians of that part of Europe. g This statue, which 
is reniar];ah,le fm its beauty and )f its simplicity, is the work of 
M. Bertrand. The pretended relics of the three Hebrews whom 
Nebuchadnezzar tlirc^y into the fiery furnace, are shown to 
. travellers According to tradition, they were brought hither from 
Constantinople, 4^0. When mentioning these relics, the 
youthful reader„is supposed to have bepn too well taught to give 
credence to such^ improbable sjorics. A figure in wood, now 
much wormi^atei, , of the dying Saviour, is greatly ad; nired for 
, \Js to*, faithful representation of the agonies of death. 

. Lanyre^ stands, according to Buflon, on the highest land in 
Felice. Thq view fr^m the steeple top is, its may be supposed, 
very line and extensive , on the summit of the tower there is a 
small chamber for thg will cur, or watcher. From this elevated 
situation he can see to the distance of thirty or forty leagues 
around; and, on the slightest indication of lire within or without 
the town, lie can sound the tocsin without quitting his post. The 
rise of the rivers Marne , Mcuse y and Vinyeanne , may be distinctly 
discovered likewise. Next to the view -from Mont Cassel, this 
eminence commands the most extensive and the most varied in 
France. Mountains, forests, ^rivers, vineyards, cultivated fields, 
towns, and villages, with tliei** several churches, combine to form 
"Si. lovely a picture as can possibly be imagined. 

Lafiyrcs has a considerable trade in wheat, oats, linseed, wool, 
hemp, and hones fur sharpening cutlery. Its manufacture of 
paper is \ery celebrated. A/. Lcurent Bournut , who is at the same 
time a print* r, ‘type -founder, and engraver, as well as paper- 
manufacSuicr, lias devoted his talents particularly to die fabrica- 
tion of paper. He t was tbo first who manufactured a sheet of 
nine feet long awl_«cvcn feet wide, 

Lanyres is the county of Julius Sabinus, who headed the 
ancient Gauls in tlieir efforts tc shake off the Roman yoke. Several 
of the Roman legions, '"orsaking their ‘allegiance to Vespasian, 
joined the rebel , if such they may be called, who fought for the 
independ&ee of their country. (By the bye — this word rebel 
has never befc/; properly and definitively explained.) The genera\ 
of Vespasian* Petilius Cerealis , eventually, however, conquered 
the troops of SUbinus^ and subdued his partisans. Sabinus an£ 
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his family escaped from tlS; lhass&cre'ltyit lollow^d^and Tn order 
to avoid detection, hecaused a report of liis chftith to he Circulated, 
while hp took refuge in a subterranean cave his wife Epo- 
nine , who contrived to provide lam and herself with till necessaries 
of life during ten years! at the end, of whieh^eriod, suspicions 
unfortunately arose — Epoftinc was recogiAscd and watclic j, and 
the retreat of Sab^pus Was discovered. He wafTthen conducted, 
with liis wife and two yonng*children,anlj,rotight.t?) trial hcibft 1 
Vespasian, who cruelly a»d,revengcfully put hilti to dcath # with 
his beloved and faithful Epopiye.- • '**, 

* t • “ Oh ! tis excellent. 

To have a giant’s strength ; but it is tyrannous 
To use it like a giant.’* 

Long. 2°f>9 f 23'' ; lat. 47 Q 52' 17". Sixjfy-seven Teagues so Ah- 
cast from Paris. • . » • 

S i . Dizier is remarkable for the siege if sustained, A . \\ 15*44, 
against tlie Emperor ^Charles V.-, and Joinvillv for possessing, in 
the church of Saint iMundry , the nmusoleuiif of Claude dc Lor- 
rainr. This tomb is composed of black and whitcMnarble, inter- 
mixed with porphyry, jasper, and alabaster. Ft is supported by 
four figures as large as life, representing the Cjirdimri virtues. 

lujhc castle of this •town refqp<i the aslies of the inntr fa 
Joinvillc, tlie friend and? historian* of Saint lUmis, *md Within 
these same Walls the no less celebrated Cardinj^jk Ltm-rtme-wq* 
born. To his machinations and Jiorrid counsel* the m assure of 
SainhBartfitlemy may be attributed. This lion eft cardinal replied 
to some*)f liis companions, who suggested the possijjility -of theft 
killing Catholics in tlid incite — <? Fr*ipj>cz touj?ijrs,le bon Dicu 
choisira les siens apr&s !” 

- 

SKCTl # ON XXX.VIL • 

CORSICA. < 

* t i 

The island of Corsica has long teen an object of in fc*rc<it to 
•Europe, -as it was tlrmerly to the P • > ^ans, tlib 

Carthaginiai^, the Goths, the Var 
l^o^em people, particularly to ^the 
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birtli-phice of Napoleon Buonaparte* it has acquired a degree 
of renown, sriiich would have conveyed it down to posterity., 
though the Romans and other nations of antiquity had nevei; 
existed. A, l. 

Corsica was f<?* many centuritft under the Genoese yoke, which 
pressed so heavily on its inhabitants that they were in a constant 
statc'W revolution. In 1736, a German adventurer, of the name 
of Throdoir harom Neu;hnff, came to their assistance, and upon 
his promising a more powerful aid they elected him king. Un- 
able* to fulfil his premises, lie fled to England, where he got in 
delit, waV^ut ij the licet prison, was relieved by ami act of 
insolvency (afteP having registered his kingdom of Corsica for 
♦he heneflt' of his creditors) and* died in great poverty. Th« 
(F moose then sold it to Prance, and Paoli was obliged to quit 
the island likewise, a: «. 1769; and in 1796, after having wor< 
than once changed inftstcrfe, it SVsis eventually added to France. 

Cotsica is forty -seven leagues from Provence, eighteen from 
Tuscany , and fortv-two from the Ecclesiastical States It is 
forty-six leagues long and twenty wide, from its extreme points 
of north and south, cast and west. A chain of mountains rum 
through the middle of the island, lliC'Uliief of which is called 
Maine Pon*lo. Tiiest' mountains abound in lead, iron, eoppei 
Mid plvfer, alum and saltpetre** The granite of Corsica is liearh 
equal to ific Oriental. Porphyry, jhsper, talc, amianthus, erne- 
ralds^and othei precious atones, arc found scattered in the moun- 
tains? The principal rivers of the -island may 'rather he called 
torrents, which tlieir ramdity and the shallows in their beds 
render unnatigablc. The climate of the isle is healthy, man) 
of the inhaftitknts aliasing an age beyond a hundred years. 
They afe generally short in stature; thin, but robust; vigilant, 
sober, but passional and jwdous ; Constantin love and friend- 
$iip; generous, excessively vindictive. A Corsican will 
travel twenty leagues iirone day to attack his enemy; and if tin 
latter be not on the expected spot, he will vigilantly await his 
return, "ven for sevcraP days, sometimes without eating or sleep- 
ing, lest he should lose the object of bis journey. The Corsicans 
mostly w&lk with a gun onlheir shoulder and a stiletto in theii 
h.-U: these *tfre indeed ti. el ref objects ot* their wishes. Meh« 
of Corsiuu £ 1 'C rarely seen tipsy 1 ; their sobriety 'is proverbial. 
Their food consists ^rrincipally 'of acorns, which arc abundant 
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itfiTi of an exquisite flavo*/, and bread. Fare of this staigp-suit^ . 

a people simple in their tasiesT The ’auiinals*of •Corsica aje 
small, but strong and active. The rivers pmduefe excellent fresh- 
water fifth: the western $ide outlie island ahouAls Vith funnies, 
which are found from 600 to 1‘2^0 pouuds'weigjjjt! The opposite 
side of the coast is rich in tine coral.* Tly'sofl produces abund- 
antly the olive, the citron, the lemon, the orangg, anti poyjfcgra- m 
nifte, as well as oaffs and othor forest trees, particularly the jrinus 

altissima . ' * ■ • 

• • 

Mines. — It seems that the mineral nitre^f Corsica arwoii- 
lincd to gn iron mine at Catalans; but there •w ail abundance 
of the lincst marblts, and the orbicular graufterfound iu till bc^ g 
of a torrent at Finmorbo is relnarkably beautiful. # % 

Mineral YYaters. — T here arc setcrul^nincrul £prinj$ in jftv 
island, to which the inhabitants resort in gtses of dropsy, ophthal- 
mia, rheumatisms, <Sce. 

Salines. — All the* salt consumed in tlFe island proceeds from 
the salt-marshes at Porte Vrvchio . 

Religion is Roman Catholic : there is no pioteslant church 
in Corsica. 


Remarkable Persons. — Paoli ; the family of Buonaparte , 
and many generals of jenown. % • • • • • 

Th*. French ha\c divided Covsjcainto two arrondiftejnentg, 
viz. Goto and Liamare . *JMisliu is tfic capital oT the former, and 
Ajaccio of the latter. . • 3*" 11 J • 

Ajaccio, tl« principal town • of Liamore.-t-Thv strwfts are 
straight, the houses well built, and tlmliarbour commodious and 
safe. Ca/ira is the ne$t and hesfeporl after Ajgech* r J*Be small 
island of Bousse^ which is near the ^pre, jfosiesses an excel- 
lent harbour. Bees arc very abundant here; but the lfoney has 
a bitter taste, which arises fi$>m ^e*blossongs of the box and the 
yew trees, whicli are v?ry nuinrtdus i^Jie jgjgnd.**^ 

The countty-hoQsc in* which Napotyon # \vag brought up is 
situated yn a hill, a little above tl\p town of Ajaccio : the grotto, 
called by his name, though in {he sameiiill, is at a considerable 
distance* It was to this spot he loved to retig;, farMroin ific 
noise and* mirth of his companion^ All places arc fiyially in- 
teresting to common minds ^ tl^ beauty of sccngty, even tlgit 
consecrated by deeds of hero&m of feats of anns^ eiemse # no 
influence 6ver their feelings m their ia^giuatiAn ; bitf genius 
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seeks instinctively the solitude that inspires it, the landscape that 
enchants it; as the plant seeks light, and the bird the groves 
The grotto of Napoleon is fanned by twtt large blocks of gianilt 
which" luwc ‘fallen from the mountain; aixl in rolling down the 
dl-elivhy ‘they have come in Contact with each other, anlT have 
fonned a natural mult or cave. One extremity *s open, the 
other closed 'b> ciifi- sloping of the ground : in the interior a man 
may stand upright with case. The silence of tltts solitary spot 
is only interrupted hy thc’fong of the blackbirds and the niunnur 
. of the ocPan." TV** view emblazes the town and orchards, and 
extends beyond^t to the*Mue waves of the Mediterranean. The 
barren sinuous coast v i* far discernible : behind, rise the high 
tops of Mont Ajaivic , surmtfunted in the distance by the eternal 
shows of MotiC Ji(ki«hdn. roves of myrtle, olives, arbutus, and 
laurel, which aro» here interspersed with pear-shaped prickly 
heaths (which grow to a great* height), and the cactus, form very 
conspicuous objects iu this wild scenery. 

Vet had Napoleon never been born, the grotto and its romantic 
scenery v fluid have been, if jku unknown, at least unrenow ned; 
hfi now, while time shall last, it* tv ill btf visited with equal 
inbvrest by the philosopher, the nloralist, and the historian, the 
warrior jmiS the legislator. v , c 
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Bonifaccio is built ifjjfn *&eiop «f a long narrow rotk’mer* 
banging the sea: it* is a small mean town* B The*w*ll wliilh 
•defends ^ it on the ^ide oj^er^a Jirma was constructed by the 
Genoese; but it fs. tto^ situation of Bonifacio whilh is its 
great attraction to the travelled. The soft utjLurc of the* rock 
and the strength of the waves have* so . completely underlined 
the town, that it appears to stand on a broken apeh, and 2i0 feet 4 
above the sea. It is very pftibahle, that «in tile colijse of a feu 
years the superior part of ih<£ rock will give way, and Bonifaccio. 
with its towers, its bastions, # its. ramparts,’ fciJKftill with a tre- 
mendous ^rash into tlic Mediterranean. Marty of the houses 
arc already deserted. There tire in ift immediate neighbourhood* 
a number of extraordinary caverns, which have beert fcrjned bt 
the encroachments of th& sea : there is one which complete if 
penetrates through tlie Mont Pertuisato , ft? as ^irect a line as if 
it were formed bjr the # liand oPtaan ; it is |o large £8 to be per- 
fectly enlightened throughout. This rock is at a short diStifficc 
from the shore, and rises in a pyramidal fon#i. There are two 
caverns near the entrance of the port, which aje grand and 
imposing: one of them shall be described. This grotto is open 
to the sea; its entrance fs through a long-arcade, which is ter- 
minated by a perpendiuiilar wall* or rather roc^ as w4iftf and as 
smooth as Parian marble:* to the feft there is aiv opening, wihicti 
at first is unnoticed, but as* the boat returns, ^s entrance, par- 
tially illumined, attracts t^c notice ol thrt subtetrtinean navigator. 
*This branch canal leads to the great cavern, or, saloon, ‘when 
the sea i^ough, its action extends cvjpi to this retreat; for the 
waves then beat against the rock^witji much wiolefcce, fftid the < 
boat generally used on these occasions,’ lining lig'At, bounds over 
the billows in an extraordinary manner ; but if. the sea be calm 
and serene r this cave prints the fascinating picture. Thc^ 
rortks rise in nigged peaks to fheheigh^bf airtlndi^d feet ; the 
vaulted roof, which is opcii to the sky, if friftget! with flowering 
myrtle anjji laurels; and on a briglft day, when the sun is higji, 
his glowing beams, intercepted occasionally by rocks, product 
the ipost Extraordinary picture that can be imagined : the sea, 
which is deep, if it bo calm, is then Muc as the outer wtxes, and 
itfis scarcely possible 5 ^ describe the ^effect which ft&ch s a sceflt 
presents to a %nc\fu\ mind. “fcJo sound disturbs thedrdtoiyu\\YAy 
oik the solitude, tpit ttye noise the wat&ra. It is a sjot the 
• * 2a^ 
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imagin ition wpuld appropriate . to ^mphitrite, as bcr retreat 
when, wgjirfed by Jhe boisterous homage of Boreas, she sought 
the gentle greetings of the infant zephyrs ; iind the Greeks and- 
Roman* would Rave ejected tcmpTestffber Jionour on it/summit. 
To those who lcwo^ to sport upoif the waters in silence and soli- 
tude, this gave presen Is a irfost delightful consummation of their 
wishes. • « 

„ There is {mother grotto, which dugs not extend so far into the 
interior; hut its entrance is grand ^md imposing, rising 100 
feet ahoyc the lew* of the sea., It is surmounted by the ruins 
of an old eon ven f, and by the walls and bastions of thf citadel. 

B?stu. — A t the entrance of the port of Bastia, and opposite 
jlie citad*l,*is a high rock of a remarkable form, to which sailors 
given the nnine«of the lion: it uses nearly to the height oJ 
ihe citadel. When tilt* sea is calm, it appears like a couchant lion 
reposing on the ivavgs, its fore legs extending boldly forward, 
i!s neCk is raised, and its head proud lv -elevated ; and, by a 
wanton freak of nature, numerous sea-weeds having lodged round 
its neck, a lilllc imagination is only necessary to transform them 
into its mane. It is completely isolated in the bright blue sen, 
md on a calm sunny day it present* a very pleasing object, 
around wvbleli sift in numerous, light Ivirks from the Italian 
siiorcf 'But when storms device the aky, when the wavgs rage 
,md loam, then it is infinitely more interesting. Sometimes il>> 
Mack base becomes visible; sometimes the bead alone is to b< 
seen/TTvcr which the spray breaks; but seldom do the ,pavcs 
conceal it own for a m Ament. It is evidently the work of 11 a- 
mhc. The inck^s composed otf very hard calcareous stone, tht 
bcuU of which have thermic inclination as the rock surmounted 
by the citadel, to wliirft it is most probably united at the bottom 
of the sea. " t « 

SECTION XXXVIII. 

COLON'lES OF FRANCE. 

♦ 

SETTLEMENTS hN AFRICA.- ALGER. 

The territory uf Alyers, properly speaking, now -denominated 
by the French' govcrFifient Keyence d'Alyer , extends from Tun'* 
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on the oast, tb Morocci/ on jthp west ; from tlif Mcditfrr9nean 
north to the Mount* Atlas south ; so that jioininUl£ this m*\v 
• French colony is 2&5 leagues long by 40 or 50 broad ; but the 
actual territory is tract of lpnd, ift Sivwion is to 

the Himalaya mountains. • 

Soil. — The soil will be best described iby mentioning its pro 
dilutions. Those ^mountains which are neardthc sea, and ana 
branches of the Atlas, lire ytivered with forest*, cofiyioscd of tiy 
different kinds of oak, Jlie pine, turpentine tttic, cypress, tin 
sumach, \c. Among those # lrce§ ;uul slmlta^f a minor dticrip- 
tion, are^Lhc wild olive, red jumper, myrtle, jirl/titus, sweet-broom, 
cist us, oleander, <Vc., and all .the jftants founTl in the s< Atli >d. 
Hu rope can be cultivated in some part or other of th# territovi 
The \ alleys and the plains are sandy. • • . 

Rivers. — T he principal arc the Chrlijfftiic J^iazafran^ Ilafrurt 
Hudouah , Iser, iftid the JJnnbnfi/* These ajl rise’ in ihe mountains 
Mountains.' — Atl^is is composed of a calcareous siihstuftht* and 
free -stone. They contain mines of lead, iroi^, and innabor; iln 
lead-mines of Ounnmwri. s produce SO lbs. of inc{ul in a quintal 
of ore. 


Mineral Watt us -•There arc many, -mineral waters found 
here, hot as well as Hold. Nonr Oran tlicrt # is a •cotfsiiTerabli 
spring, from whence thcjMalers is&e from the^arth boiling, lrtit 
as soon as they arc exposed to the air, they bw orne cold as ice. 

Roads. — The roads of this country lire fitirtdy for horses jfflul 
hca^s of burthen, but the*Fr«iich have connpenccd irfSrrnigi 
road frtjpt Alger* to Metidija . ^ 1, • * 

Climate.— The cli«natc is hrA, but health v/wn^ver^pleavanfc 
in the north. The rainy season coinimaiccs in t^c inker, and u r- 
minates in April, but these rains arc no\ peypetual. The east 
wind blows from Maj^to Scptciubf j ; tlic njst of the year tliev^ 
Wow from the opposite point! The soiAh wi&Ws lto^and violent, 
but it blows only five or six days in Juty o f AOgust. 

\ * 


chief towns . 1 


^loeUs. — T his town rises like an amphitheatft from the sea ; 
it has nearly the form of an equilateral triangle; it is Surrounded 
»\yy walk, and has sifc gates, •twetof^ which open trftTargs the Va. 
The streets #re narrow and gloomy, many of the -opposite houses 
'Jiniting themselves the upjer story. • ^oine of theae houses-. 
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though externally mean ami qpornaitfcnted, arc nevertheless 
handsomely furnished within, the apartments large, paved with 
marble, ornamented with porticoes ami, fountains. All the witf- ' 
(lows look tiaan inner qourt; a baieonVthicidy trellisseil is the 
only opening to lh ( ; street. * 

At the entrance of evt ryhotisc there is a porch with two benches, 
*\n whiidi the mas'«:rof the house receives his visitors ; thon comes 
an open court, which, ^according to the fortune of the owner, 
is paved with marble of different colours and value. In summer 
an utfniqg is thrown <oVcr this ; .around this court is a gallery, 
into which open many apartments, generally large, but solitary; 
.1* is rarely there is any communication between one apartment 
aiftl a no tie; P* At the extremity of these apartments is a plat- 
foYiii surrounded by a balustrade, wheae the Moors place their 
beds, and this portion of *hc chamber is w ainscoted. The w ealthy 
inhabitants cover their walls hall' way lip with velvet and rich 
silk;, the remainder is stuccoed and loaded with ornaments; the 
floors aie brick, covered with carpets; the stairs arc under the 
porch, or open to the court, never inside the houses. The roofs 
of these habitations form terraces, frequently ornamented with 
shrubs and flowers. 

Thole are markets for grain, ard one fov oil in the city; and 
tlm Freueli have milled dowiua large mosque, and constructed 
a square called Phuv-du - Go u mtrncmenL Six windmills, barracks, 
hospitals, a lazaretto, an abattoir, and baths* in the Parisian fashion 
have bfur constructed. The roads opposite Alyer offer many 
safe places of # anchorage npder the batteries. 
t With tiicscr advantages, jn.ll attempts at colonization have 
hitherto failed, ami the population of the city, which was, in 
1725, said to be 100,000, has been gradually diminishing. In 
1825, 50,000 pcrsoi.j were^e, uim rated; in 1832, they vere 
reduced to 23,5 1 1 ,<-> K,iK)0 Moors - 5,100 Jews, 4021 Euro- 
peans, and 120 Turks. 

Long. 0° 44' E-5 lat. 36° 48' N. * 

The gcvcrnnienl is in the hands of a council of administration, 
consisting of a resident in chief and seven other officers. 

All matters ai' law among the Moors are tried by the decrees 

••'Numerouri aqueducts supply their baths with clear w%itr, and con- 
tribute to keep the city tolerably clean; , 
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of the Koran, ‘but the selitenjcep are -carried befint^ the Fourt tff 
appeal of the mufti* and the cadi, who also»tukc cogiiizanci? of 
■ the causes, civil asg yifll i tuL g iyninal . of the Jews, t 

Religion.' — The JlomanCatholic is establiSied, •according to , 
the ecclesiastical government, As in /ranee, vicar-grifrral is 
or was to be appointed for its superihtcmftncc. Tlio .lew$ have 
seventeen synagogues art Alger. 

The Mussulmen have fifty-seven mosf|ycs. # Fifty of these ;irc 
public, the other seven private. The pavement* of the masques 
is covered with mats, upon jvljioh the dcvA&g&cat lift* in selves. 
The muftis and tfcc iniauitis repair thither evey Friday Unmake 
their exhortations to the people ; ttferc is a kind of pulpit fifh 
their accommodation, which is raised a few steps, anfl ftuyoundjd 
with a balustrade. 1 . 

Schools. — There are two French a se!hg>ls «t Alger*, one for 
boys and one for giijs. In every quarto# of thciity there are 
schools for Mussulman children. The master is called hodfia , or 
writer; their plan of teaching somewhat resembles the Lancus* 
tcrian system. • 

A colonial society has been established, which publishes the 
Annual re dv l' K tat dWfgcr, and a philharmonic society has^ intro- 
duced among the natives a grifwing taste fo» KunTpcJn music, 
and a daily paper appeaf , # callc(f tfie M mi i frur*A fgerjen . *Of tCc 
agricultural state of the settlement, the fact ‘that iij 1S32, coni 
for the inhabitants and bay for the catfle were imported, gjyca no 
very favourable opinion. * * 

The Qtjjerjtowns inhabited by the /french are,-*!* 

Rone, an ugly built* town. * 

Bogie, a town that was fortified by 'Peter of Nav&rvc. It is 
situated on a high mountain, which overlooks a deep gulf. Near 
the foast rises an imityense Tockf p erred Aiturall>, the arch 
ifhich will pejinil the Levantine ressctfto beneath it at full 
sail. ‘ # H 

Oran. ^-This # town, like Alger*, rfscs lil^i#^ .amphitheatre; it is 
defended by two citadels and five castles. Algiers is aylhis tiifto 
(■183<i) threatened by the Arabs. 

• . afiXEGAJ- AtfD GOREE. 

Senegal^ pmperly speaking, 'as relates to France, •oiftprelicflds 
*jie islands' of Saint m Louu, Ijabaghi , Sofal, and Glibber, all 
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situated. at the jmuitli of the river 'ft&i'cgal, constituting one 
art. mdi&sei^wit The scciind arrondissemmt consists of the Isle 
of from 1 , and all the coast from die bay of Saof to the right 
§ hank of the ( lamina . Tlic coast ariffleifttorv nominally product; 
every uiml of trep with which the Flora of this part of Africa, 
abounds ; it is in somfe parts varied with hill and dale, and 
..rnamc.itcd with groves, although thb soil is sandy. During 
tli*; summer, all is dry, hot, barren, ifpd the air suffocating ; hut, 
as soon as the ra ; n begins, the trees are covered as by magic with 
foliage, and the flo'vtrhig shrubs* shed around sweet fragrance. 
These .spots arc, however, rare, and the settlement not tempting, 
i.herWise it woulcf not be confined to so small a space. 

At Gore. there is a quarry of greenish silicious stone; it h 
fouiyl in lu)riy..mtal hr ers, and it is useful in buildings. 

Rivers. — The principal rivers in the settlement are, the Rio 
(iambic, the Riv-G ranhe, and the VSV najaL " 

The "Moors, Morabouts, and others, inhabit the right hank of 
the river, the Negroes the left. The Sent gal separates Ilarbary 
and Lhe neighbourhood of the Great Desert from the rest of 
Africa. Upon the right bank, the inhabitants (Moors) arc a tawny 
race, with aquiline noses, smooth hair, and a. dry skin. Tin- 
negroes o.i the opposite’ hank arc black, lia\e Hat faces, woolly 
hair, ai d an oily skin. The island at its mouth, with that ot 
Saint Louis, is inhabited by whites, Europeans. 

The coast presents few^afe roads;* that of Saint LouU is the 
most nnpVrt&i^. *Tho.se of Go fee afford sale anenorage huj foi 
eight months of the year V»nly. 

Among tin* variable curiosities of the settlement arc, the 
Lacs tie Natron, near tlur:n oil tli of the Senegal, called Etamjs 
Salines de Gandiolc . These lakes or salt marshes produce salt 
.sufficient to supply tie col 01 ^,“ and Tor all the purposes of Uvillic 
with the natjvfcs; 'ih^se i.'Atrslies are about 1800 feet long, and 
about 000 wide ^‘aud tli~ water which composes them yields a 
third of its weight in salt. * It covers the soil will* a crust 
which isi sometimes a loot thick, and which is renewed every' 
'"Ins 

These i«arshes are separated from the sea and the river by 
<i nank of sand covered with shea h or do ah of 3000 feel in 1 
superficies. The height of these Vatcrs does not,\ary witli the 
tides, hut they rise wh(Ai it rains.' j 
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Winds. — They blow/froip the worth-east ty <he ntrtlf-wiAt', 
lrom January to April ; the rest of the $ear froln«east-in*th- 
east, and even fro m th e e ^ st . These are very lioj, and inconve- 
nient from the quantity of sand they bring, atul w4iicl! has been 
. known to reach vessels forty HcagikiS di^tan#- < from the •oast. — 
From the middle of June towards ’September, is tlie season foi 
the tornadoes, byt they tTo not often much d;wnnge. • 

Of the exports from till? colony, £ 11*1 nifty be considered ihc 
chief. Three great forq^tj, about forty leagues distant, jjrnduee 
:t. These arc ealled forests yl' ,Li'cbar % and Aj*>toi; they 

are in tfie Imnds.of the Moors, and are uni, (fugues distant from 
each other. Ox-hides, ivory,- gold,* and millet*; the mcrcnandfce 
exchanged for these arc, guns, gunpowder, halls, «ufhftr,jx>ral, ^e 
The value 6f the importations into this colony is Shout 3,000,4)00 
of francs, and of the exportation prodiiA 2,O(|4),000. The lormei 
consul of coritl, coffee, sugUr, brandies* gin, riyn, iron, guns, 
powder, calicoes, wines, glass, \e. The exports consistchieflv 
of timber, leather, wax, cotton, horns of % cattle, tortoise-shells, 
gam, ivory, gohl-dust, S.c., and of late years cytlle, shoe]), and 
hoys for the french colonic*-. 

iLli-Itf)UKBON; 

A French colony in jiie Indiaw ocean. Tlys islamT tins Hi*. 
covered by* the Portuguese, who soon abandoned it. In 
J 'lor court took posscsyoif of il n *the n&ftic of the kin|f of 
Fiiyice. It was then in a state of yvild unyuhivaftiffK^ft tree, 
bearing a fruit somewhat resembling the medlar, J>6ing theoylv 
fruit-tree in~fhe island. Thick •woods, inhabited *>\ lfombevs M. 
birds, extended from one end of the idand to Uie ofcl^r— bats a.- 
large as a fowj, turtles, *$cc. In the ycai'lHO-f, the Kngli.sh took 
possession of it, as wijjl as *hc 4ieJghb6ut*ng islapd, the Isle d% 
m F ranee : the latter they still retain ; ffte friwffcj, by the treaty of 
I SI 5, was restored to France*. • • 

Soii>; — The soil is mountajntftis and jugged; t is evidently 
volcanic ]>roduction. On the sides of the cliffs and rocks •tin 
traces df lava, which form the beds of the ttrrcn^s that flow 
between them, arc evident; the* mountains ramify •from tin 
centre/ On the sdhtli endt)f tHe island there ft a volcano still 

• 0 

in eruptioDptf^lled Le-G rand- Pay s-lir uli ; round 4hi$, for tftanv 
^leagues. the qprth exhibits jjo signs df •vegetation. yn many 
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pforts thd’soil is indeed formed of voltKnic matter, and stones 
mifted witF the debris of plants; and this produces an excellent 
vegetable earth. On one side of is an immense 

heap of shingles, which -have been drawn to. one point far into 
the sett by the wifltta and wgves ; It is so considerable as to have 
receivcyl the name of Fbinte-des-Galets (shingles). In the centre 
bP the inland is thT* cnonnous crater of an* extivet volcano ; it 
described by a Treiicli traveller, famftiar with the Alps, ;is far 
surpassing every 4hing lie had seenof.wr.ld and fearful grandeur. 
From its °roclty bpdhifi rise the rivers Mat, Sainte Etienne, and 
des Gajets ; which, pursuing tlicir sinuous course through beds 
of 1 lava, arc Occasionally interrupted by fragments of rock over 
wfdeh tftej loll, forming cascades not imposing from their 
height, yet, frtun the ^contrast they produce with the quiet, 
silvery, thread-liter strea^n, resemble falls of frosted silver, as 
their light sprpy breakr the uniformity of their liquid stream. 
Aroint'd this crater rise the mountains Cimvidrrf like a huge 
pyramid ; the Mornc'des-denr-hras, which has the appearance of 
being flanked with towers ; the Ras-des-Ma/heurs , the Momc-de - 
T( niche, and the Piton-de- Neiye. There are twelve rades, or 
places of anchorage along the coast, hut there is no actual port. 
The Rude SaYnt Der'Ls is ten or twVnty fatlfoms deep, and can of 
course rlseivc vessels of the heaviest bqrthens, and, except when 
’ Jic wind blows north, it can he safely either entered 'or quitted. 
Of Wen hays or creeks, two only will admit coasting vessels; 
they are*ca1>d "inee de Cascades (in tlfc quartier Sainte Rose) on 
t the eastern sitjp, and the* / rique-de- la-Rivi ere d'abord on the 
suitli-wes!. The, y of Saint Paul, however, offers a retreat to 
vessels of Wr, though not 1 very close iu-land. The natural port 
of Saint Giles , on tbe w est, requires hut little aid from art, to he 
spidered a secure and Excellent, Iferbifur, hu* at present this islrfnd 
has not been coTorfitaute tSHo possess enterprising nv»n,and men* 
of capital, or at leaSt wno tike to risk it in public works ; it is said 
• that <9,000,000 of fran'r would effect this great work. ' Tliere 
are ‘four ttapgs, or ponds, resembling the lochs along the Scot-’ 
tish coast, vyliich'&re productive in fish. 

Rivers!*— Seventeen rivers traverse the island, of which those 
of Saint Denis , )ies Pluies, du N(t\, Inches, and Sainte Suzanne, 
are the pribcipai These rivers all flow from t>**sentre, and 
arp rapid* in their cdhrse, during which, they form several* 
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beautiful and picturesque cascades. Over the Matjiml th c Roches 
there arc suspension iron bridges. Two canals, for the purpose 
of irrigation, put in action several machine* employed in manu- 
factories. 

Roads. — One royal rojd makes flio tour of tjic coast, hut it Is 
not in all places kept up with the same care. •, # 

Climate — is, generally Speaking, lical thy* fend temperate.^- 
* Dectgnber, January, February, * Margh, an<^ AwiMNf^rainy 
months; from May to November th^stason is hot gi/d dry. % 
Winds. — Tinr* winds blow ahnoM all the year froifl* east to« 
west ; hence the island has been divided into aeparlihggts called 
Partie du vent, .and Partie sous le vent . Fronj March to April 
the winds are highest ; # at thifpperitkTnll communication between 
tHe land and vessels at sea is* totally ifftferm£fc*i. # fjie action of 
the sea is no longer that of one billow succeeding each other 
rapidly and tumultuously ; the . sea rolls forward in one smqpth 
aHad unbroken form, as if 'its whole surface were impelled towards 
the jcoasl by an invisible power with a tremendous ndfse. This 
mass of waters breaks against the shore, and having Exhausted 
•its strength it ^subsidfes, and fe followed by another* ma$s equilly 
powerful, ecfi^K noisy ; and this awful scene is- unremittingly 
appealed during B the_qpurse of tfyenty-fouf hours. the iisfricanes 
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pre 'iiiqph less violent in the Ile-Bo^r'/on than in the Ile-dc - 
Ff/ince. Yet in 1818, t-’iere was one which will not easily he 
forgotten. It was ^preceded by the most perfect calm by sea 
and land — {he shy lost its clear flfeure^int^and became grey; 
on tl/c 28th Fcjguary it was perfectly black; the sun set red 
and rayless : at six o’clock on the following morning lea* 
w h(/rbctyu-c)iat } symll clouds, the avaUt-couriers of the tempest, 
passed rapidly beneath jhe dark vault of heaven from the soutn- 
west, although not a leaf was agitated — all except these clouds 
was faotionless, JVt length the dfcmon of the storm rushed 
furiously from l/ii. aerial dwelling, and swept all before it — 
.frees,*' rocks, the ‘everlasting, bills, bo wed at his presence; the 
lyrds drop^qd their wings — animals motionless seemed to await 
their doom, nrid man^thc lord of all, acknowledged the empti- 
ness of his title, whilb» lie saw nature herself threatened with 
destruction. Such moments as there are moment; of humiliation, 
ycL,<rfeen the rocks arc about to full on* him, and the iloods 
to overwhelm him, yian may raise his eyes to heaicn, and thus 
address the Deity, who rides in the whirlwind and directs the 
storm— 

Thy iniitge on my soul impress’d, 

Of widless being is tiie test, 

** 4 And bids eternity lie mine. 

1 «. . . n * 

Earthquakes are sehlom fjlt in this island. 

Artbf.iftinqdohi . — The wild animals are, the' goat, the hog, 
and the lure ; rats and • mice abound. The domestic animals 
flliave bowD imported from ^Europe. Th^rc is. species of the 
Bos Indicup '— tCe bx with the hum]) on hfs back. Among the 
birds there are the martin, the black perroquet, turtle-doves, 
^hoopoo, the blackbi^, the cardinal,. the quail, &c. Whales are 
seldom seen near* tJm com , but sharks arc numerous; the tunny 
fish, mackarel, pilcher, t^ornhack, &c. Among tfie fresh water 
fish ore the carp, the cel, and a fish dulled youramier , priginally 
frprn China, much esteemed by the * bons-vivants. Lee£, tj'e 
coehineal^nseot, ants, scorpions, crabs, shrimps, ^c. 

Tht : vegetable kingdom varies in the Isle of Bourbon , as else- 
where, according to the elevation outlie soils the summits of the , 
mountains q*e barren ; trees do hot grow at a jfegight beyond 

450u fe»n aboVe the level of the sea. The rains nave an extraor- 
i * 
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dinary influende upon fly vegetation; at Saintc^Rose ;u*l 'Saint' 
Renoit they are frequent, and the saiufy soij is soPpqpr, that a 
• few days of drought, .and vegetation is at a stand-still, if not 
destroyed. At Saint Aiidrt^Sainte Suzanne, find Maiiltc Marie 
there is a constant verdure. Ia November, vdien vegetation is 
completely suspended in many part!*, th<? ruins conynencc, and* 
in the course of twenty ftfur hours, seeds begw-to dcvelofe th§iw 
embryo plants, and it is positively almost possibyT to see 
gradual unfolding of thy vegetable treasures <*f ' natuTfc the 
Partiv-du- Vent ; the maize is gathered in’fifu# jnonths after it is 
sown, Wifich is succeeded inimcdiatcly by anyrtie&crop. Jn this 
department the black wood, the mftngo tree, hre productive few. 
tire-wood, yet in many parts they are destroyed, in #rder to plimj 
the sugar-cane. The foreSts consist of eastern treesi The aniinyls 
have few' pasture lands ; they are chicly fed # with the lcy^s of 
the cane, maize? and the youflg*branches^>f the black wood ; 150 
vegetables contribije to the nourishment of man; *» arc 
medicinal ; those which can he applied the mechanic arts 
amount to forty-one; and hurtful plants or trees jto twenty-four. 
The cotton tree was imported from America, the coffee-tree from 
Mucha, the limad-tree "from La liilludiorc, and various other 
fruits from the different quarters of the • 

No'miueral produetioj is lhutil in this island; nor^uarjtes 
of any stone worth mentitming. A porous V^ght stone is made 
use of in building, and ^liefc is ubunddhee of* jmzzolane. * Batiks 
of e^ral surround the island, which indices ex 
One mineral spring in the ban-lieu ' of Saint L<vuis has been 
discovered; it iUTllffiS small qultnffiics of muni^te of ffhue, car* 
bonatc of soda, and carbonate of lii^c ; it 1 has "n^ yet been 
applied to any jnedi cal purposes. • # 

Salt is procured fr<jjn evuponrfiiffe sea-water, for which pur- 
poses artificial salt-marshes have beeif #urn&l* • . 

CHtE F TOWNS, &C. 

<« M . * 

^8ai N'T Denis is the capital of the island. It is situated in tfie 
noQh, c&i the sea-coast, in the a rrondissement-dutoent /it contains 
900 houses, a government houses a church, a college, an 
,Wpital( and an aftienal; trnd^ts population is* about 12,000. 
The ,houses^(& principally %uilt of wood, intlae middles of 
gardens, the w^lls which f§rm the stfeets. 'J£ few f^in tains, 
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the watr.r.of which is good; tlie Jar<lii{;-du-Roi , which tire rich 
in plants from all countries, and. which are intersected by beau- 
tiful walks, fpnn part of the attractions of. Saint l)eni§ . The 
Jardin He Naturalization is up the mountains about a league 
from 1 Jic town. # * 

* Sajnte Marie is a village inlan<| ; it consists of one street 
“V. a versed the loyal road. Some bouses arc grouped together, 
others are dispersed ip the vicinity, and from the beautiful 
mcac\pvs which surround it, it has* teceived tbc name of the 
QuartieT Francois. Saint Andre; Sa : nt Benoit, Sainte Rose, Saint 
Joseph, Saint Leu, Saint Louis , and Saint Pierre , tyre all towns 
Und villages following the line of the poast. 

^SAiNf Paul, on the south of the island, is the principal 
town of the qttarlwr, apd the second in the colony, and is erected 
bctwlon a loch ai d the sea; it contains about 500 houses, and 
its population is abou* 10,000. It contains, besides the hotels 
of life government, barracks, prisons, a custom-house, and a 
beautiful fountain. -Its church is of stone, and the finest in the 
colony. 

An habitation in Bourhon consists of a farm and country- 
house; when se\eral*of these arc at a short distance from each 
other thev are called a quartici'. 1 Some oi these houses are sur- 
roende 1 by arcades supported by columns. Not far from the 
maison do campagn ,« are the store-house, kitchen, stables, poultry 
yard, with the enclosures for the oxen, pigs, and tyirtle, le camp 
des noir habitations of the slaves and their hospitals. 

Government. — The government is vested in jhe hands of the 
minister 'of the *ti^rine and -colonies. THte seat of tlie govern- 
ment is a* 5/. Denis. The council-general of the colony sends 
two delegates to Paris. 

— A rour rnyale, composed c3f seven^ counsellors; three auditors, 
a proeurcur-geneffc! and* a substitute, and a t counsellor chosen 
every three y earls preside over, the administration of justice. 
Another tribunal of thej5ame*kind holds its sittings at St. *>aul. 
SLt justices of peace exist in the island. The assizes rre hfciu 
at Saint ftenis And Saint PauL Commercial affairs arc decided 
at tli P civil cgurts. The French laws are in force. 

Religion.— The Romany Cathttlic is alone acknowledged, 
un$cr the jurisdiction of a prtfet apostoliguc envying episcopal 
powers;? the twelve communes have each arfurl 
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■ Public iNsivnucTioi^-^The colony possesses one royal coUe&q 
having twelve professor/ an <M 50 scholars ; chftd*JRn 'of cohpn 
ate admitted ; two schools kept by the morikf of the* Christian 
doctrine? and three* by the mfns of St. Joseph ; *cigh^ Softools foi 
the boys, and seven for the education of girls^ # 

A bank for lending money and discounting Inllk was established 
in 1825. * ^ ^ ^ ^ 

•Exports. — W obd, coffee,* equal to tjiat qf Mudfla ; yatfves, 
tobacco, ambergris, coral, <Scc. 

• . 

SAINffB' MARIE. 

• 

« This island is situated in the EJpstern ucoan, 10 lire' cast o| 
Africa; it is separated from 'Madagascar by nrfhjyi^el, whiqft 
varies frofn two to five leagues iu bread tli. The bjeakoi^m tlrf 
south extend half a league 'in the ofTn^tall along tne eastern 
coast; on the wgst the sea is gcierally cafcn, ifnd the co'a&hcrc 
presents excellent anchorage for ships. •From March ^Sep- 
tember the channel is frequented by whales.^ The aspect which 
the island presents is agreeable and picturesque ; the undulating 
hills, the trees which crown their summits, and the happy situa- 
tion of some villages, g^e at first sight pleasing impression ; 
but the interior of thc^ island is sandy, stonj^ and jncppshlc of 
culture; the valleys arc marshy, and the southern hill# jiresept 
no other vegetation than Jut of the nepentfris dhtillidoria, ana a 
few poor plants thinly scattered. Tha inarsft^ lands posscss^a 
» richer vegetation ; bam bbos, canes, and rice f the 

bank? of the river, banyan and citroif trees ;\^ocoa trees and 
mat trees gro.^^jlaB^the coasts, ^he soutljprh part* of thft 
island are the most healthy. Port Loyis is lh£ chief place of 
the island, and here tln^ garrison resides A* narrow 'pass, six 
fathoms deep, l&ads to the pgrt, yluch, though large, can only 
agpommodate tvAi frigates at the sai^^ time,*saipl and cord 
choking up tl& greater part of it. Tljp Cayes is a 

rock, which guards one side of the.pass and the port ; the sea is 


^ heM nidations of the buildings first establish^ on^ihe island 
on this sdpt can be ascertained. On a mountain in neigh - 
bburhood^re the regains of ^he ^onument erected *in tokeh • of 
the Freftchnfftlpg taken possession^ the island; it^s V holloj*, 
q^jrtlr&ngular^fhncated pyramid, rei>o§ijig upon a ^as#W 
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twelve square. stones ; upon, one of the^sldes the arms of France 

and of tlj£ Vrcnch India company are engraven. From the 
middle rises a large tree, and the dark walk are enlivened by 
the bright green r *vy. .The native population amounts to 1500, 
and Oae European to 400, 

* The French have inade* establishments in Madagascar at 
••yjioui auq distant periods, and eveii latc o as 1831 they had 
possess! m qi a small • territory called Tintingw, but the few 
soldier/^of the .garrison who were left* to guard it were glad to 
ernhark -for Sainte * Mdrio. for .fevers and famiuc beset them in 

Jr ts a 

consequence Qf t/eing blockaded by the natives, wh6 were at 
^Iiis jlc not decidedly hostile Vo the .establishment of any European * 
nnwfjfc, hr nice, however, will no doubt endeavour, at some 
fqturc tt^?e to regain a footing on this line island; and she 
confcJvcs, that if jhisVkn he done, she will not be molested in 
her attempts by any * KuropeaA power, as the' non-mention of 
this d&md in the treaty of 1815, she considers as a tacit acknow- 
ledgment of her right to it. All the misfortunes of the French 
settlers of late, years are attributed to die interference of die 
English and the English missionaries. 

V , c FRENCH COLONY IN INDIA. 

'vJPon’mchery was formerly.^ village^purchased by die French 
from the King of JFSejapore, in 1G72. It was taken by tl?o Dutch 
iiM 673, who considerably increased it, pud enlarged the fortifi- 
cationsTtwiL by /4 thc peace of Ryswick, they were obliged to ' 
restore iL If. Jus since be^n taken and retaken by die English, 
tin 1814* it wasjignin restored vo die FrcSt^gWi it has neither 
military cfctablishriients &or any export of colonial produce, nor is 
it a m.art for staple commodity. Yet it *s useful to France for its 
„ marine and r commcvce; and vf it ■ costs # pothir g to the mother 
country for ^its sapwt, it is still a desirable acquisition. TK^ 
possessions of F&noe in* India consist of fractions of territory 
separated by the vast possessions of England; they are divided 
info five districts, which are tiiosc of Pondichcry^ fiarik.^, 
•Yanaon, bdiandtmayor, atul Make. '( v 

Potflh'fu'ry is on the Carnatic. Karikal is in the kn gdom of 
Tam jour thiltv leagues south* of tPondichlnj, in the. 

prt/vincq of <Orixa, is situated on t^ic river Godqgy$i. The, sqju- 
brity ofjvts situation ddi.Y&»thither /i numerous population, man’* 
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. , • . 

of these, Hindoos, hav^bee^n persuaded to emi^sate Jf^thc Il§ ' 

" 1 — Yanaon js about tNvelve leagues fronP*tlje famous 


Bourbon . 


•prfgoda of the idol uggeruaut. 

ChanHemaffor , upon that branch of the Gangfes caled*Hoogly, 

■ is about eight leagues north «f Calcutta, 4»frounded hp the 
English^ifipssions. '* ^ 


kingdom of 

:a:— fre^cIi^SJyana. 


Jlla/it, upon thc^Ialaiaf coast, in the kingdi 
/ • ( 

FRENCH SETTLEMENTS IN AMERICA! — FREJM? 

Guyana is situated upon eastern cohst *>£ South America, 
between *the fou^h and sixth degrees of port)* latitude, and 
between the* 68th and 62nd • degrees of west* longitlde;* it if* 
bounded^m the north by English Guyan^i , Dutch Ct^an^a^, 
the Atlantic Ocean ; on the east by the •cean, oft tb^outh by 
Portuguese Guyana, and on the west by*tuc unexplored .^rffntry 
of the Indians.* * * * 0 

Aspect ofthe Country Soil, and Mountains. — The flppcr 
lands are composed of sands and chalk roclfc, in which there arc 
mixed many vitrified substances, proofs of the vglcanic commo- 
tions that have at some distant period overturned the face of the 
country. These rocks ifrc now covered with forests of the trees 
denominated hardwooS. The lands are divided jntft miper and 
lower, or marshy. The ftymer are principally occupied ny foiyfts 
of immense -extent and beauty, and they a*c not unhealthy. 
The latter consist of tljc cultivated lands-^the marshes, tlie 
savannahs or 'widely-spreading* ineadqjvs, which i lM i H looflpd in 
the rainy season ; and those parfcy*hich lie atyng tlje cna§f, 
forming a grovd'offium go trees* far in th exterior There an* 
some high lands, which may be demflninatld mountains, but 
near the. coast the highfr points arc thosd in The neighbourhood 
of Gaymne, aiuj the Silver Mouaftam, nea#Ogapo^k. ^ 

— Islands.— ^ome islands, or rather mete, iflfhrobks, rise above 
the surface of the ocean along the coufl ; Ib^Jmncipal of these 
is thg isle of Cayenne , uj)on which* stan^ the chief town of^thc 
^Mony.Jfro the south of this are many smaller ones ; that called 
Lajtfwe may be denominated a lazar-hou.se, fof alliChc negroe# 
jLffccted Ayith elephantiasis are sent thither. # * V‘ - 

• Principal rivfe are, the Mafoni \ 

Kjjrotff &c. 


t tyhjpock. 


wide^ but not 
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Canals ^Ikve been constructed for tnc^hrpose of draining the 
imrshy liyidS. That of Forcy is bordered on each side by planta- 
tions of sugar, coffee, cotton, &c. „ ‘ • 

Road* tlftre aflr none, all communication being by water. In 
8om*iplaces the*# ^ire short distances over which a man may 
'ravel on horseback ; these He along the banks of the,jrvcrs. 

• i CutaA'i^, is li£ie that of all other places seated in the torrid 
zgne } v>»- is^Iivide^ into the dry andvthe wet season; the former 
lasts frrfl Jun^ to September. Duri/ig the rainy season the 
heat is more mod«r®tb, and the pegrocs sometimes complain of 
cold at this period. t The European inhabitants retain their florid 
5*,uipfrxiq i. The climate iff not subject to any violent commo- 
^jiins, flf thl dements; earthquakes and hurricanes are unknown, 
and on tljvn cokst tlie « ily phenomenon worth mentioning is the 
sliglh harre at tlu; mouth of tlie river, which is not, however, to 
be compared Jo tliat outlie Seine atod the Gironde. 

AiVilJtALs. — Among tlie native animals (if the colony arc the 
tiger and the tapir, )ue projection of whose upper lip has caused 
it to be named .the American elephant; it is gentle in its disposi- 
sition, and easily tamed. The great ant-eater, two kinds of sloth, 
six kinds of monkeys- -among these the Mesh of the red monkey 
is conFidcied'd delicacy ; the porcupine and the turtle are reared 
inVflie poultry yards. Oxen a*d mules f.re tlie only animals em- 
ployed for Ji^ricul Viral purposes. The latter, when jiot at work, 
ardqriuued in the mtadow^ by day, bilt night they are penned 
up. The possesses ,150 hdrses/300 mules, 2o0 asses, ?000 

hprned cattle, tpd d 4000 sllqep and goats. A bird called hocos , 
•vitli supefb plumage, has lik5kvi#e been nnSJfit’TftJmcstic animal ; 
there are also* fifteen different kinds of that beautiful creature 
the humming-bird^ thtf taucar, See. See..* Among the shell- fish, 
the mullet, ai)d a fish^alled IjrA-yem nr, arq very i$iundant ; tl'iese 
latter have their sftip* fnttif the* circumstance of their swimming 
on the surface of 'the crater in large bands, and their eyes, which 
projecting half an inc^ are 'Always very conspicuous ; oysters, 
crabs, &c. ; eels are found of a prodigious size, some'tyf thou 
-doc trie, in^he streams and ponds. The crocodile also aoouyds 
in the'^Wii. , The larger fisii are, the hammer-headea shark, 
the eiVtaraon slferk, the whale, sflordtiish, ami thresher \ There , 
Is q^rreat/'Variety of thorn-backs^ dhe of these i^gaipparous, aiid 




value cultivated are the sugar cane, the racyp, (a tinctorial plant), 
cotton, the cacao, ancl vanilla; coffee, cinnamon, pepper, and 
cloves. A clove plantation is a beautiful object * The trees arc 
lofty, of a dark greensand when in blossom they regale two 
senses at once, for the eye is not less gnitificdtlian.thg- olfactory 
organs by the most deTicious perJfcunes. The^etT planch as bean 
transported from Chinn f>dCruyana; it bears .tfromiac o^sucVess 
after a *triaf of three years, In i833> 442 J$logrdhimc& of Jpa 
of excellent quality werft imported into Ffcmc*. ^Somc Chinese 
havefbeen induced to settle in GuyarnC . , # * 

There are two jj&'sk cstablisJir^dtiiAhe gno at Ttflsit, ttt^ 
other at La Gabrielle*A or t^e ciicou*ragy4^ent|(^ the culture of 
plants which are not i^lijjjcnous to the 'Jn 1819, 

the crop* of chives GabrieUe produced to the government 

the Sum of 20()J)00Jrfiicfi (£l0,416.g§s. fdA % / * • 

No mine hits yet ijecn discovered in .though there. rtc 

some traces of iron. # 

Fr&wL (htyana is divided *mto quaMers or communes, tiz. 
CaprnnJ^ He de Cayenne , Canal, Twr-de-Hle, To^ieyyndc, Mont* 
Sirttri/, Houra , Iracoubo, Oyapock, Approuague, and 


prinApaiT^owns. 

’GatYnne, island ofjtUb same#gan^ npon* 

ljank of the rivet C&finne, innhej^tl antic Qqean. # It is ujc \’ at 
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of fopcfalmia} $jvernmefit, and was To^nded in tlie year 163.>. 
Itte tlividtfl into thejiewand th(Told"town ; the latter is small 
' and ill biplt^a' d contains no buildisg worth mentioning, except 
those belonging to tlie government. a, rfr6‘V)arncks for the soldiery 
a*tte fort; tV^gov raiment fiou'so formerly belonged to the 
Jesuit' i* occupies two sides of a sou arc, which is } ’ "’ffted with 
fine' v “mge^ rces^thc perfume of'Miirh delights the smell 
while the i r u is cnclmnted with the’tjuick darling movements 
and brilliant evanescent colours of multitudes of humming-birds. 
The new town is composed of J l irgc wulc streets, intersecting 
l ‘^ lt ,LII ^ ( ' S ’ ^ey aic likewise ’veil pav'f-d, and 
several no) scs "belonging to private individuals are well built 
*ad nd«%mc k ; a fine * ‘lurch aud sevpial extensive sh >ps and 
warehouses give a lively, animating appearance. There is a 
botanif n arden in Vhe nyighhouihood. Cayenne is the centre of 
comityw °c of • vhe uol; ny : it wants quays, ho vs ever, and tin 
anchorage is so shallow', that vessels of commerce <an alont 
enter the port. Tlie other towns are, Approuayue. (hjapock, 
Coumu, and Summery, These town* are all rising into notice, 
but at present they are nut sufficiently important to detain tin 
reader TriOi their description. 

^JThc pKernmuit if Guyana ^ vested in a coinmissarv -genera I 
t of .he 'marine ; ♦be privy council corsets of the governor, the 
intfindent, tl e director of 'the interior, the attorney-ggnth-al, two 
colonial counsellors, colonial inspector, and a secretary of the 
arclmcs, ~ ‘j 

, f| The udmihistmtion i f 1 " jv«tice is treqj^gd^hy a corn* tayab, 
formed of fire seim^llors, one of whtftn is president ; two 
auditors^ who arc r^J^itirrs avditeuri, JBH attorney-general, and 
a clerk; a tribunal of the Jirst instance .‘ompo* rd of a judge 
royal, a lieutenant j’Ydge, Jwo judges and t 1 is, a' king's attorney, 
and a clerk. these, there arq two'Vi tbvvaur di pair, 

one at Cayenne, and one at Sirwnory 

u uyant has a representative Assembly , composed oj sixteen 
v members fleetgd by the six electoral colleges The "oloffntl 
couitcj) uinates a delegate of the colony to reside a,t fan , as 
L.cr ’ uk whkh unites tliem to the French government. 

According to a law passed i) C 1H&, all individuals hit n free, 1 
nulattoe or regrues, iq^ally enjoy tKTifights Vf e vil 
pnd pontfoal liberty 



t KbNl'H t^UYA^t. 

RELiGiftif.— The I&gritL Catholic is tlie onlj£o§^e^§j§gd # a 
Gmjane. A prefol apostolujne , invested wjtl# the ytowerkim t 
6ishop r has tlic superintendence of nil ecclesiastic* l^nfl^i rs. 

Hospitals. — Beetles the naval hospital, tjifte is at Cayenne ai 
•httspica^U chart tL An officitr de $an$ o^licflTr^ class iscRtH^ 
with the^^ice de smite. i 
% There arc two echool* i!i $ruyane, 

A detachment of the seventh company oi me jpaswres, anil s 
half battalion of the fi«st e regiment of .infancy, are # Tijff onh 
troops employed for the defoneirof this large y*lony. 

The populate is estimated at 3700 freer \yhifbs, , 

Machs and slaves. 

' The exports of Guyana in 1831, wcr\ns follows* 

• • 


Sugar, mola%es, rum, syrups* S:c. * . 9 
Cloves . . J T 

Cotton * . V 

Bacon .... 
Coffee, cacao, cinnamon, vanilla, nutmegs, 
pepper, pi memo, imligo, ebony, mul \vtg>d 
for building # . . 


lony. 

bi ^ s - 

ms ?— * 


i. Cy ts, 
941 , 793 ^^ 2 . 

J $0,231 • \) 
387,949 18 
90,036 50 


• Jm 

* . V>33 t 204 # 

Importations from France, in ISijjL «• 943*74 
Frgm tin* colonies ahtf fishery • . * *“ 

In French ships froAiTiV^n countfo 
In foreign i 


fo 

>040,36.T 47 
,108 


L715,10 

"jt- 


79 


^ Dhring this sain^t*- the Jkpoftatigns a4oumed^o% ,709,842 
Vanes; at wliif h peflod tjie balance of^— M^yciarproduct, as 
Elated to tlic motljer^bouylryy was^S lavour of tlie colony, 
536, 2§4 francs, 45 cents.. * *• • 

Hie t«&es are levied in this colony, as in Fran eg, by direct and 
indirect taxes. ^ s 

# The porgon of taxation, in 18^4 /was valued a^*18,25tJj&V 
* The direct, taxes consist ?f a tox 011 slaves wlimfi ttc not 
employed in iii^wculture of Uys land ; ^xjwr^JJties A r - 
coffee, cotton, cloves* yiolasse# rvm, as a cflidpen&itioii Tor 
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ex&jjRtiofc ’oV^aoouring slates; thef tax on hounds and on 


&• iThe in^refl Aaxes comprehend the* duties foi*rcgistei in^deeds 
and mortgages, public sales, pilotage, ‘lazaretto, abattoir, the 
yj' .^^I^gunpowd^rJ^axeron MkeHmiW, public bouses, mrmits, 
bearing and 011 w^sports. t * ^ 

V k 4 

f FRptfCH FISHERIES. 


Thf* islands of Saint Pierre and, Miguelon , Terre Neuve , 
Newfoundland. Tbo small lhlandiofi'/SWfff Pierre and the two 
of Miyv' 1 a fotm a small group situated to tli o*south of Ncw- 
fifujidfaha^t the mouth of the gulf of Saint Lawrence. Thi 
■fcuastjTo* t^hese islands twu low and flat, « and well calculated foi 
.frying fish they belong, to tlie go\ eminent, who farm them to 
tin iiyi " itants on teitunv^onditiojis. Some trees, among* *these 
fiuit tigps, lia*e bcein> transplanted from France, and flourish 
tolerably well. The y/oods contain man} ciab iiee^, and here 
the raspberry and strawberry abound, giving out a fine perfume, 
for they are excellent. There arc also two vegetables, the 
vofrinium hispadulum, and the fedum tatifohum , wliuh are ver} 
useful tfl tlie inhabitants, who from their leaves make an infusion 
wl^ich th<t} drink instead of, tea. It is a pleasant beverage, 
amu,has thi^ paflieular advantage, tbitt it has 110 deleterious 
effect upon %e ne , ivou»'Wtpm. 

Among the pii^ruKsubsUnccs there is found one somewhat 
resembling ’faics ,nd yellow metal which strike fire witli 

uvm, lini^gne out a su^u^eous sme*^ 

There is a St Pierr^ th|> Seat of the government, 

an<J a village ip of th<M?&vi i besides many habita 
dons scattered ' 2 .bdtyt two- anWthree togdth x . <•* 

,The p& nwj*nentl v,H esidpt population wf{’ this colony amount* 
to about 891, buj tf'-’rig the fishing season ^t map be reckoned 
at 1491. These are all hsnemejo— men w omen, and children 
are'all employed, eithee in fishing or Jui preparing and curing 
the fish foi exportation. There is but little actual money iiAhe 
* colony — a$no*t every thing is exchanged for cod. Biscuits, 
tpuV&ttlt, wyne, brandy, sails, cordage, iron, fishing utensil «■ 
linen, Btodkings, shoes, See. wb'rh Ac brought from Frtince, art 

, , v j» , 

he eminent v is in the' bauds of ml officer of marin *, 
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.assisted* by tbrec otb£r officers. ‘*The*}lolice oi.uie pop thiu tire 
coast is in llie bands of a captain *of Jbe port, •ifcey we asgistfed 
in their duties b'J two tribunaux du paix^^tribunaTqe premiere 
imtafke, a council of appeal. 


There is, even in tbis^remote and small colony, an .qfllce iQr 
* enreg^tering mortgages. * ^ ^ 

Terre Heuve.— -T hf V^asts of Ne^fcmndland^jfprf wftjtTi 
•France has a right tt^ercyi temporary Jjui^lings«for jj^furpose 
of carrying on the cod fishery, arc oh "the soutk£i4n$ides of the 
island. The principal hays are, tlic -tyair Jilanche* JJaic+mtx- 
Licitorc ^ and the Bate Saifit Georges. The 1^1 is mold frequented 
by the inhabitants of Saint Pienx npd Mtgqflm. ^Mfvnvir^is 
of this bay are inhabited by native Canadians? jljy livj? inj 
‘state o I miserable filth -and dirt. Theatre of t Mianop 
or Sirognoit. •* # J 

Tile Basque are supposed to have fhgit discovered CtKda, 
in fact to have firs* established the whalf fisher^. So lltte* as the 
fifteenth century, whales were numerous^ the Bay of Biscay ; 
but a successful war against them drove them from this vicinity 
to the French coast. In 1788, some Amcricans*of the Nantucky 
trihe were persuaded accompany a Frpnch vessel to Dunfcfrk, 
in order to assist in the preparations for recommencing fhe whale 
fishery, hut the troubles of tho Jimcs imp<^e<f* tlic rfhdertaWng. 
In 1803, seven vessel^Werc fitted out at* D^hkirk, but, eft th^ 
rupture of the peace of Amiens, t&yW^e i^pturlfl by the Eng- 
lish, and another stopVas put^fota time, <b&e Frencfi whale 
fisliery. In 1814, the eriforprise renewed, and 

English and Dutch acnujfomhXto th§ pursuit^ wKal^ 

were hired, and pren* j|fnwere offen^m j«^nfcouragcment to 
the owjaers of ves^el^ to tunT^f^ to this .imp ortant 

branch' of cdtais«i<3^kthe mengntms fFveaHpdfr ncJr amount to 
.the sum of 3, OOoj^tf francs inuual% T ^r ^ •* • • # 

From official documents it has dHjKsaiiied, that between 
1817 and 1831, 120 vessefc,''Y|fbilfc 250 to 450 tons burthen, have 
qmtte^ the French ports for die south seas, and nineteen ynly 
for the northern Atlantic^ Davis’s Straits, flaftyi’s* Bay agjd 
off the qpast of Greenland. Th^ southern fishery^ to mmre 
profitable* The qpd fishqjy, in 1833, employed ’418 
mannejfby 11*310 raarinerst T^his service eu^ops sgmultitud'' 
o^jafekmen of ^very description. 
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' ’ rfe-mp prpdu ce oi the to i fisher} in this Irencjj sCttlemen 
ts 8Q,OOo5w Qltfgrammes or 60,000,00(?lbs. weight English 

t 

"AK.I IDLES FRAI^9 RISES’ 

^lTA*f)CLOCBE 


\ht ' olon»' iau ^uliipelugo, oi ^ntilies, is situated m iht 
Atlantic OetAu* uceupvinL, in i cresecnt-likc hum, tht space. 
hctwe<*n Vmtk and South Amenta « The Spamaiels divided 
the ill into islands iQbtfa wind , HiulHitihuU unde) t lu wind C uha, 
a vt£ and Porto ftico, aic tilled (wuftt Antilles uid 
< Dipc unde 4 the* denomination oi island* undo the urnd Tin 
TfttU AflA^Us md the €fanbbct Islands ue ranked uiWltr the 
v«>{ d^nmimhtiou, oi i\&r; ds ui tin a uid 

tn^i lit* wfitfiuk belonging tb lianer pit, Mattxmqq * , GuadflhujH 
(f?am ft %e»e, Mkdk GiUantc^ btuntii, Ihsu ad , and batnt Mmtiv 
GiAMioiiL i> uy\ai<ls oi sixt> milts Tong , it ^ divide a 
i it ; two puts h} I chum tl nut quite i league iml i hall lout, 
nd 1 mu ihnt} To eight vaids hi Odd, celled the Silt uvei n vi 
aidt h»! b« ils ed iiltv Ions huitltu IK uoithein put i ) tin 
is| lid rfulhd Gtan l ( ul-di arc i id dial <>u the south, Pint 

c t 

( ulrdi wi , * he etist5 J fi part is t riled Grande Terre , the western 
4 »idii sis carted GuurtqloUpe, piopcrly spca%mg A lidge pi moun 
litin^ elu ides Vthis ^ute^ecst^aud west, the tormei is named 
Uawe Prm , the iJttoiJ Vabsi Tent The told on <‘he.se moun 
i tins is so intend /that npfhwg but^ifePgVows upon thousand 
^ Ait ustlttus trees j i >v cr^m *w it{^ ip oss this, chain is the Sul- 
phur Mouiitaiii^jrich** volcanic j\^jjlftcr is 100 feet wide, 
hunt whence d»f^spaik& A nuinbei of streams 

rtow iioui i§tfl fqitiliA pi tins which In 

sucqched ahireir^etk Yh& sod isHcn Jpoie lruitful than 
tbit oi Lurope .iMf- tree produce* fo"t several tunes m 
U veai, tht vine, which is cultivated, twice and 

, In centimes in the course*A>f fourteen months. Among the native 
^ luits are' the jammer, the sapotiUcr, coooa tree, palm, mango, 
turn up^\ ftpple, finest mahpgan}, tamarind, uilebaj h, V5 , 
•Vuy/''opa}cr< aloe'?, apneot of th^ Anlill^ peppnd nutmeg, 
Mianas, Sc ^ <vsnanigus, pimento, .artichokes, hate beei^ patu- 

um..^i.i'l i - Vm ’ ** ' - 4F~ »» 


pj ff^Tc ic * nlfii * fhl 



guade£ouse. 

ifof the ^o^es, who gat^f green 111 tfefe year round. jtoatMgJjfk 
medicinal plains is the jriciii) from the berries*>ibyvhjcii an # ape- 
. rient sd i is expressed, uud the plant ipecacuanha.* Ue flowers 
mostroommon arc the jasifcin, the roSe,fthe clovt,*and the tub%# 
reuse. In the fofcsts oil all these i^ndsjhc colossal Jjmj, sefl-^ 
sitivJtyraw, thorny wax fees, enqfmous baqjjjoos, and Jm'Mds 
of wood ifsed in dyeing, as wyll as tlwN^mployejJ^i^fnla^ing j 
’ and cabinet-making? atjjiin a great *sizc^ an<Mnerc*£tffungly \ 
numerous. ’ • ‘ • 

Soil. — No mine ha? been discovered* J.u ^he Antilles, yet there 
are* trices o{ sulphur, tfniflganese, titany? bismuth, oxyde of 
copper, petrol? bog earth, clay, ochre, silex^magMhef«ltyn^e, 
chalk under various ifermk, prismatqj basalts, *lavf , puzzolane._ 
.See. There are also irfany mineml an<fc warm ^ 

A^mals. — T he indigenous aniin## are rare ; the 
a kind of pedimene; the w/koit, resembling a rabbiTJ^Sad a%JT 
which grunts lik^ a pig; and the nflisk ra ff the oftimals of 
Europe have been introduced, but. thcj^pvidcntly deteriorate in 
the course of time. The common rats and mice of the old quarter 
of the globe have multiplied to such a degree as to be a perfect 
pest. There are perms employed to hiyit them, with little^ngs 
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n^cue^ thfcy divide the k n^eives^ iuto companies, and descending 
llio thqy proceed towards the sea^orc ; if the r^in cease, 

they" creSJif Lite holes or taoist places, and there they remain 
until tlic rpins » ‘commence, On reaching the sea, they e«*gerly 
enter it, and appeaAo take great pleasure in bathing and clean- 
iiijj^Pnselves ; they deposit* their eggs ou the sea shore where 
they uk son halched^nd wficn the 1 little crabs hafe attained 
su HftfjvjjJL strength to travel* they recommence their inland jour- 
ney,' in cotajf aides, as before. They are good to eat, hut the 
inhabitant keep tiicm in a fasting sUtd for two or three days 
lest they should be ^i&oucd, bccadse these crabs feed much upon 
the poit^aoi^lVuil of* the manefeuittirr. The coasts abound with 
black and j-liite corals, many other * zoophytes, and beautiful 
ftiells^^T^e Oyccin, which is sometimes lifteen or eighteen 
kjphes Jong, aerve a* trwupets or conques for the negroes; the 
uVx*r gta&iese coasts is a^mdant, .but small, yet d^jiciuus. The 
fish arc i^tmcroib#; the Whale, dolphin, porpoho*, shark, a colossal 
pike, sometimes ciglit^fcet long ; sword-fish, Hying fish, thorn- 
hack of an immense size ; gold fish, a sort of bladder fish, 
which, if touched, produces the same effect as the torpedo; tor* 
udw»s of every description, &c. **c. In the months of August, 
September, and October, there is a very small fish caught at the 
month of the rivals, Nfhich is considered a great delicacy ; it Is 
not rujichbargipr thou the clove, whichjt J^sembles in *brm. 

Insects. — Itisects^jxc numerous, beautiful, and troublesome. 
JThc bees, 'which gre^mall, have no stings $ they are nit kept in 
lives, but make l^dr own pjSidcnce injtttfhollows of trees; the 
.ireutty, thiij, lanthorp-fly,jund l^e „troulW fine .mosquito. The 
small insect caj!ciklr^t^*s still more tP dreaded ; it deposits 
its eggs between tlw^.o uppnr skins, u whefrc ihey soon vivify, 
and, untesd they prq^Hee wpund^ani, if in the feet, 

bf sis veuoufvuo^a ngtuVe as (a /qakc the pait^s lame who are 
bitten by them. Tip ijfcLs&id^thc woodlouse cypunit great depre- 
dations lu the, habitations, *and,*id ' 1 775, tliey committed such 
mv agfcs in Martinico, tlw 1,000,000 francs was offered .as the 
*.ecompeiihO' of liii£ who should discover any effectual remedy 
*£un$t ^eiivavages. « 

foofi- is little difference in the natural pr^uctions*ef these 
^ \nds ; th<yre(prgjhis enumeration may apply to them* aft 



GtHDBLOUPf 381* 

I RoADs € -»Thcre tyje Vftie royifl roadslin th^pJand ; dtllhflffi 
are no brieves <jyer tht streams, in the rainy sMbp tp-ffyelling is 
•at a gti^Utill. % 4 9 

RiJEigion.— Roman Catholic alonh. j 
Remarkable Persons. ~Gener^Jg jy^gpmmwr an^< room ; , 
Colonel Saint George*; tlije paint efLetfntrcj the poet faiitifrd; 
His nephe\f, Campenon l, 9 author of PJZrph ^ Prodigryf %ifd suc- 
cessor to Delille in thR Ayulemie Frampixc^ r* 

The colonial government of Guadeloupe jceiiflfrehends* the 
islauds of Guadeloupe %f*rrie Galante, Soinfcs, La Derirade, and 
two-thirds of the island of Stint Martin, f « 

The ishmd <h Guadeloupe \s divided into tyo TeJwmnJ 
dissemmsi which are suborn ded into gaiishes or hunkers. lja ch_ 
arrrmdBsemept contains a town and a ctMain nui#Vj^itf villages^ 

Afffmdisscm^its. Capita^.* Viftjpes- ftbiartie^ftP P*ris&J^ 

La Guadeloupe ^asse Terre 0*. *16 •• 

La Grande Terre l a Pointe-a-Pitre 5 \ 9 

The governor is a general of marines. His powers are the 
same as those of all 4»‘- governors of the French colonies, jmdr* 
the minor officers of the government are th egam g likewise. 

’The defence of Gtiadcloujte taijj its depepgAeJR^i# contfmfyted | 
to a garrisqp sent from JRnwace, and the gmdptiner^of ffie igfond. 
The national guard sanmrnerous, ancUwell kept up. , 0 

Free population af the comntpn cement or 4833 . 2^346 
Save ditto 1 ' ‘ 


:>a 

fipm jfts mce * 

•* \' ^ ,4 ^ 7 * r ^l 

From the holonie^and fisheries • 644,1*0 


In 1832, the 
amounted to 


■Tt 


Cedb. 

90 

16 


# Tot^l 36,224,018 y 


14, 003, #23 
478,158 


& 

-Sr -3S — *■ — — 

mM. 4 


Exports for France 
French colonies . 
Forejgjh*countrie0 
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TpPO&RA^HR'AL IHSTORV OP FRANCE 
» C t.flODS RE-LXl»OIU*ED.* 


Freudi .* 
Foreigr r 


r 


, Wranci»^ Cent* 
], 377, 446 ^ 9J 
63,469 *25 

1 ,440,9 J 3 16 


Th£ ; ih pprtation v consequently exceed the exportations by 
l,Or35tV l ' < /iaiivV, 82^centt>s «, c * 

flic usuai buildings, which constitute wlmt is culled a habi- 
tation, mv houses Jo* *tlu* negroes, tfiohlcontaiiung two apart- 
ments, occupied ti^ici l>y a man and his wive, or twj» single 
J .V^roe», hospital, tvlmh is sui rounded by a v\ all t a pre 

fl Jf r V^ C0 ^^nicationfivUh the healthy part of the community . 
^Thesuga^ejus, contacting a mill called* ixrou ; copner^turmu es, 
j^by-ilyjng vessels, ^drying. .ipnitinuits, which au hciinftically 
f Jdc&; distilling uj ulu.j;i»ts foi making rum, male stables and 
umguttfc.es ; thd coope^ woikshop and the r/tyndt-taar, the lams* 
of the pluutci, with .fcl mstomaiy appendages of (oinioit « 

Fiery habitation bus .in nnharendne, 01 c mb, u king place 011 
the icn-eoiw. and a canoe attach* d to it. 

“* '\guois \\n 1 h‘i i t u Lvboi a. — Those** ncgroc* who uoih in 
the sugcU-fyiiics^ij£ r denomiii.ite(l lj\ the wtud ate/in. They au 
* dit^leA gitb ef t lsses-^ic ynittfy ateliers^ and the petih ateliers. 
The -brmer cctjisist^of the st longer paft qf the community, upon 
wliejn alj the hardu^ labofri naturally, falls; At the o’clock they 
are roi^ul fromrjhfir slomhtis, when, prayers arc nad, and the 
negroes number^; then lahouis exteBfl iibmsix in the morning 
m ' 0 oix iu me e\jL i^g; they h ^wan horn’s lotsmc at bicakfast 
time, from eiglft fyll^jiifyq and at dinner time they hate two 
hotf.’s* repoj^, gravers aie again remand the imposed 

it labour of \^ r % Jdy'xs exiled. sStync negrsts employ their leisure 
in labour \ uViievisolj es, ^iltdp ©me yield diems* Ives up to iudo-* 
lent ease, * ^ , £ mJ? . * f 

Punishment, I’ood, and CWothinu of hie Slaves. — Every* 
*owjiei jp foi bidden to carry a stick, lest 1 he strike a slave tp a « 
1 «\ussiqp. *f^ent£-uine strokes are the limited number of lashes 
mr piln^hifecnt. Wheu the nqgro’s crimes affect the couimnnity , 
V x^placfd'ui tlit' hands of W government; a f&nd called* 
tyjrvs jushei'^ indemnifies the planter for the loss) of his slave, 
he cdhdt.*un, 0 d to suffer death. 



MAHTINiQq 


DU'f 


| Their %oi consist df three pifonds %i cod , two pots uirtka 
(»f a^gallortpof svrup, a week. | Theit j*i;umT supply of 

. clothe^misistfi^jf irtvo shirts, a pair of ceafse cloA pantaloons^, 
and /large hat. These ifi'e the confpiilsorj allowances. 

^ARTINJOlfte. 

This i»®a line islanr^ presenting sight apdlsatonblage 

of high imumtains mfltctj, together by^pife^or ^^ght^y-blcli are** 
called in the island Morncs: in the centre rises*a # fJroup of Three 
eoncN, tiie Pitan* duf-*rfot, the height* pf^wfiich is *5295 feet. 
On \hg suimi |J*of these fhofihtains vast qimhtitiespf shells are 
found. * ’ */1 *• 00* 

Soil. — T he soil *is varied, and hc^A traces 'more or lews of 
volei urfl agency. In the environs of me Moniu&ie the^oilTjjj 
n nnpy d of the debrift iff pumice stones, min u|ten with tbyffo qm 
u;jJPtal>los. Jn other parts* Ae earth/s xeJt, fiiablc^ftuiv, %mJF 
l« ss pioductive. Wu the south the Ian A are ^inposcrf of a fat, * 
clajev, strong soil : the north-west is str^ig and barren. 

The coasts are, general!) speaking, dilficult of access: the 
port of Trinitc, the bay of Marin, Saint Pivm* and Port Royal , 
are nevertheless good# % 

Font s is. — The u^ouiitaimyis regions ar^jvejje<l # wiWi forests 
of ancient date ; many parts «jp so inUj^vmt^TWlth i /uid | 
paras jjicalw plants tliaj^ they are. impdnefraW* 1 . J’ta vie 
seated' by these for<**s, wjierc they Jte trj^rsab*^* toi 


picturesque, niul bctnififii), in Uie highesyd^yrnje. '•Thw^ii 
anct the uncultivb%;t>* lands oceu})yTim^Siin|^^thd^^iim 


former are infested by serpent *. ^ 

II 1 vk its. — There are many streams^hi, 



viev* pr<^ 
( rum#ntic, • 
E forests 
tbc\ 

iftjue, which*are 


of Guadeloupe, as do its military #uid religious govemmfcnt. 4 

^Fhep is at Martinique a medical surety dlfmulatum ffaeni 
is also a printing-office, and an official daily paper antf mxJfh^P 
ntfbk are polished in the colony: a colonial garden jfllr thp 
naturalisation of g)ants Jfom $hc East Indiepj; 0 a f iiuw^jP<d 
cpffee/.rees ; upd a fish-pond, fy*the propagatiu&oj) adish c< ' 
^G'*tan(j, IjroiqJft from the ifje of liourixyi.f* m ^ 



'564 , , lo^'xiRAPjfiic yh history oi trawit. 

^ TV* free population j[n 1833^ amounted tp 


Slave hilto 1 


? 


28,401 
„ k u,J73 

1 l\p7 


Martinique is led r hi to four territorial arrondis&eyients 

which, are subdivided ip*j quarters or parishes * 

^ 0 'Chief To^ns. " t Parishes 

t " Vw r^rt>.\\aP . * 

Le Morn, 

!La Trinity . 10 

S^iut^Pieric 

l^ie governor's^ious^, called Bell* Vve , >s m the cm nous ol 
^ 'Fart * Royal 7 ^i\\ch conjoins also the ba/raeks, inaga/.in s, hos- 
pitals, arsens*, prison, tu d the hotel of the Prtfet sipostohque. 
|^»<U^iAOAtfLh I\jiso^s.^Tlie JCrapress Josephitu , A * 
Beauhaiftvis i Ct'yitw* V* ; Moreau de St. Mery , Sana*, 
of the famous £arras t ^*c. 


A le\ i, idet 
nephew 
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NO T Eh 


‘F9NKRA£»OF Till? jflNGS OF FRiArCB If THE 
JUXTJJWTH CENTURY^ 


As sfTon the king was 
flic balcony of the palace, * 
Tl*i*cjy, three times repea 


;• \\ 

was dead, a herald* At 
:*e, ( i The king isglfid 


armsecaRd out, froim 
LonpRye the kfhg3 
tefesyc ttfre^ The fWe; 
(rcovered {Hasten 
x <#whlte iMuh The 
ed upon a bed of state, 
ing potential psalrps. 


Tilery, three times repeated^ is in # use in tjfbfHf* HStaa The fijee: 
«»f the monarch* was then sotfked witfi ud jqycovereri vffMh {Hasten 
from which his effijry was then made in'Tpnr <#whlte iMuh The 
body was then embalmed, and solemnly exposed upon a bed of state, 
surrounded by lighted tapers, and priests singing potential ps&lrps. 
The corpse was then put into a leaden coffin, upon^wliich was placed 
this effigy of the deceased monarch magnificently attired. During 
forty days this figure wgs waited upon, at the usual hour of mgitiaj 
as if at table, where his officers carved, Helping him to 9 dfflntie9, 
and pouring out win* for him *o drink, as du^jQgry when he was 
alive. At the expiration of thfe^tmrunthpff'the coffin was carried 
to Notrr Damp dr. Paris jpfaom whence it Vfa* Qnally conv%ed Jo the 
vault#V)f Saint Deniq. During its* progress frtljn church tF 

the other, all the streets though. which i^fuasod fvoreiihng*with 
black, enlightciM^it'dilferpnt* intervals by kjjjrpfciite raejforches. 
TliS Capuchin frtajs jppened flic prfhftdHFfT heaisag feiPfcassive 
wooden crosses aiufVvcuring a crown of thortJjj-'HdiqB, came • 
other religious communities iifjpicir divers *hf*Sumei c, then fiio 
hundred of the poor, in mourning, headed birtfiH^Pailiffi* ; theifc the 
courts of justice, accompanied by gerjeants p t>en thymemb^s of 
parliament, in tlnfcjHhabits of ceremony.; thes by tlie 
dignified clergy, clotlififi in frarpft* *teid gtjd ; The Uijral car then 
appeared, drawn by horses eapariraAl ijf !|at3t vetfetepobs, <fcna- 
mented witb broad, white satin cifeles’Jr j|fe j3ng'f%ouaehold, in 
long white mourning cloaks, closed <erte*prdb(£sion. IjHpgnij^of 
incense, songs, and lights, Hie ooffiffi wasjntrodraed into me church. 
whHrcltivas placed on * lofty pedestal, %id tfifcffice for the deal 
cffmhenced: this service continued many days, and «it f wjy^U| 
ijptil the last day that the coffin w^p solemn iy f.i>i^^'dypoThe 
roy$l vault, where all the great dietaries, as if to rm^Wmjm;0" 
to the <tead. came qpd dcp^itecKhe several insigt^f of theUtfS^ 
Then the -herald at arms criedaloud, “ The king aea^l. ' 
^Uvettho ^ing.% oAfter which tiro assembly silentl^mivteT 
Some of thlfc ancient usages have t£e» {piloid at r 
cf the Baurbdn^piijfes who Kav^lied in jpance *' 



OTOS W 


KOTISs 


(B.) 


reoBON4tWoN of loli^ xa 

# S « 

The$$$i 1 oi of tH; 'church of ^fnnt Rfmi was pi op ucdPutith 
extraordbmry raagnifu en£** ICound the <)joij , tin uppf 1 galli ru s, 
the nave^ «nd the tw^tuigii, weio suspended tin lunftt luHiitituI 
tapestries of th%tfyrbwn , the steps of * \1 at md t ic p t\ « nu nt 

of tb$ chon ^£3*1 o\Wtpwith noli Tfiihi> uupits tlu nm/is 
of the saipts and, the . «n mes tin reins 1 littered with pm ions 
stones, sacred >ases^ot^old ami dtauio* »fs Wimikhd in pi dusini 
and superb drrtpei i«$i of white fiaftfT wbrkuliii I idiiqed tin 
great altar sue pulpit wa« imu td a ith put j h v < 1 \ 1 1 \ w U u d with 
I u Jhw s-lk.; 1 y * ?md turht felt fwmfV nu 4 1,1 swifi 1 nt dio\ 
wai^ate # d hr the rcecpti/h/it tlu hut, Indutli ikow k<< 
rated th^ fi^me majjfruls as tin pulpit wts plu< ( mm 
Igitf for the 4 \ung mraHtch, two cushions lot lunnvHui In kwh 
. Ira wpmifl m wln( 11 lu was to piostidtei him* 11 w Adi t ^u # 

L J&ny* #ns& 3 ung Bfeumftu dftutftkui wtit uiiseh ms oln d 
for the, ^nstable^s^ ^pncdlot, the Inid-sfru ud ol tin kuur s 
household, the greaTchjfnlK.i'ain, and tin lit si £p title man <t tit 
bedchamber. Tf tlu nfht ot tlu dltm the pnncis ot tlu limit 1 
anu the ecclesiastical peers who to hivi tin 11 si its to rlu hti 
were the iq\ al princes and tlu put* ol th< kingdom fuuu, tin 
. on a platform lawul thice steps horn tlu Horn, was plutd 
tile in* wwt, in the most conspicuous part of *ht ihuw h , and mag- 
nificent g&itynes wep 3 picputs d for tip piine< and ludtes ot tin 
court. K ^ v 4^ * 

All the# superb nrejKs tions 01 mg <pio>l<t<d, the >oung km*, 

1 OSflihed hK? af t^e dootN of tlm catlu tTi al, on b itutfuiy, <,th of 

Jutt0ftU&4 (A. theViv preceding that of the cotonution, he (ante 
to attend and Wad them on ms km cs suyounded hv the 

l^fcroj . s n r^piesent t\vo < 11 mp'Ils, thiec aidii 

bishops, ebd ith?f n hi shops . ‘ 

next T ay c^>, the bishop x t t s ohsoi}*, and tin othci pi elate* 
Who were to offiddl£> t v£nt to tnp chinch , ch>tlud in magnificent 
rohefc they placed tiipuise^vea neai the pulpit An hom after- 
ward! tho-t^f tF^^yaJpimc^sses am\ * d, tJ\^^ a< on^of Lnglaud 

and a crowd^ Vnl 9 *jf tl\e court *e At the e^umand ol tlie* 7 )ihhop 
ik&K&O&t it dbfUtatloi^fKUo/id by bi^hojih i urjm^ sacied relics, 
‘pent to fetqh, tho & v^tops of Beauvais and^of Ciuilom , 

df^ par^SytOf 1 *, ached the door of the xojal cham- 
ber, teyV#afcktl Wlthoutopening it, the duke de Joyeust, grand 
ahWonKarlaii^ sai^V 1 fhp/do you w at ,w — " The king," repled 
. Z u The king slecpb,” replied the giaAu 

'Sa few moments silence, the same questions 
r M ' „ ^me answers , but the third tine, 

S. '» rJWfc. - i 

state, »»pd 


tie ^ 
^ has >W aaA. 
elm God haa 
a. The ‘ 



itojicsi the 


tunic, was 
uiiter having 



NOTES. 

priilKi** ator Ijiihe* ^mnarclvl And slid a fvirt&'Stye tv. 

bishop-. .£. jf; me d^it ^ide' an/lxjip oil nr ofMfe. left, raised 

the lavftpjlfcffti his bjwfmd led him inAgiwW pmcmttbu to me 
iTuuvh, >«vouiided*b^ingers^uid pricstgi .Minting ^imred hymns. 
The king entering the choir, prostrated himself i^fbro tne nttkjjmof 
8 'ry fisfp/K, w jto represented the arddnshd^ of Jt&irnx, then >JWhf» 
cnmiuetfcl to the arm-chair of wh*ich Mohave liTTi'adv apojpnlr* 
After the l>ni Creator, the proco>sxm WKrh hmT bmi Jp Jbtch 
.the Saint e AnfjxMihi advanc'd to the fopt^of tHt* steps pPthe&ln- 
e!pal portal. The grand ‘ftri fJPf the abbey pf S^inM Ww#, mounted 1 
on a white horse magnificently caparisoned, «£ppep*$d Greying tie 
sacred phial. Several knwj/ta held ovcV his ijf.uCft4;ailopy pf silver 
mohair ; and >he monks* f#f mint Riwi u ulk*d #»cfore the sacred 
object will'll wuVWfc tided tn^liA* care*. The mshon 
advanced lo receive it from the hands of the gTuri(j[ pi4tm ; wlfifrv'McL 
to him before giving ifc:- - u 'V -lord,* into t«»u r iutiulw 1 put tJfT 
pijpciomi trea-nre, sent b\ tffe great Saint 1 ft* ui for tJifi ‘ ('Sronatpm 
of 47 avia ftfid the kings his successor*. ; but I ‘seeph jt>» /acwumlnK 
to/iieienta*ustoTm to rcuLordJt into mv hands’ after t\c corouafido 
jof Lojgp JnV. our king.” " ^ * 

The lii^iop wlw> whs ofllciiitilijf laid Tic,. .yz ; *<* ^wpouk- the 
nltar, where it was exposed to ail ^ve^, who* ihr .mg pron&4te$d 
the oath to protect the church and to Uj®p€*et the ct> wlealprlyi* 
#grs. The king standing, the bishops culled upon lords and< 
people with n loud voice, to jUgfar* whether they accepted* Loim? 
XIV. for their king ; and after their consent was obtained, which 
was only manifested by n respectful alienee, the king pronmjnc*#! 
the oath his ancestors l in* swo;n* before lurd, viz. to protqptrhift 
jieoplu and abide by the^uw.-. • • 

Tito duke d»i Soi/eiw, in tjuali4v%of grai^ehumbortlifo, tfiftn 
advanced aiuLput on the f«^r a paitfMflr yelvl 

ornamented with golden fleura-do-lfa a lid Mi/mpai* m the 
golden spurs brought from &*. Deni#, and Hmtn o^iflnitjbt 
, immediately. •The} 1 tljeu proceeded to bless itLjjajprtNft ^Srfle- 
magnPy and the 1 > i st fop .draw fug 1 ! troWdfi |^i!)5a»d^ plkce* ♦in 
the hands of the k ing? 4ronouncing the superb d J *4*th*w^ Aoeipe 
hum gladiutn^K c.,the jrvecpW ofj^i.fih kings alJ^flanavJr fpTgfet, 
for they point out to them the yfaruse ro^h*rirti&^ould nflply 
their strength. . r ✓ J 

The bishop tl*$$ tu/prepare the snared the 

first jjluce,” says the chrojMp td‘ thaftites, yhe piaccjjlJtee golden 
rover of the chalice of A/int Menu «*• We • ffltrc cjf tlK» uM4r, odS 
the grand prior^jf Saint Rejm, liaviwJMSifciviipr^m t^tTeasurer, 
who assisted liim, the slli*er key u£,the' siu;iJ4r pit sb * * '•r& 

wtth precious stones, in wdiiclMhc; sa#red mppoule ir 
tftipcdftit and took out thfe gift 4 

info the hands of the bishop of Amiens, the olHf&ting de. 
gaveVto the bishop of Soiseons, the lattl fcjyq mngfVo. 
grana Jrior a golden needle, with whjch nWpok from thw ^o.e { 
b41m ain't no larger gmin (#wheat^ this be j^fheed on 

id)ove-%ejJfongfij|)aten5V cov*r ; then having returnedAhg Sw 
tmfaamj grand pden^to replace It a$*boorc r 
' shnne, lie, With a%jver needle, Jook of tfl^ancjpd cSrem^ 

?with the balsart t» : C ibhis fin mm ' ontbe befom-ment^ 



NOtlH?. 


‘ 4 #he hJngjfbsfrated himselL while tt\e pri tf rr * * * * Jteny 
* 3 f 4 Implored*^ Wei unsr ofneaVeii th* tysV*, tf n< w ***fit the 
cereniony^f ed *canjfl% taking some <\ thf unctioV with bn 
^hmb, qnd(tauclqpg*!n#'head of the king, vpis chest, u\ un the 
ttwo-Shotflders, upu* the right shoulder and £he loft, and the bends 
aftatowts of both JS^ms * At evgry 14m tion he pronou lcpl {he < 
WOl 8 !Fm‘ t orawn^ou kjngj’ivith this wuictiflod oil, in the nan 0 of 
4&er, toe Soi^ sind the Holy Ghost * The Jnng wi« tlion 
in his roval mantle^ and the gjpvdi am* ring, with h had be 1 v 
1, and m./ece^troVvttnd the hniuLtfj justice, wtic presented t< 
TheVAiaiJ<!tflm Jfcvirig ( tailed tbf ptoi*s and gi and ili 0 mtiju s 
i lh» m to girelljeir atte ntion 1 



Mod un m 10 giye TJ^eir uue ntion k^a^ gr< 
m* be*per*orjned^ Tne bishop (fe J ww\y j>la/j 1' tin uovui < 
C'karlentotfTv en tht head of the young king,*fin u pctis Chinan, 




^fattxtene^fr lijpids, as if to^jtppmt it 



dYbia Inn^ 4 cer&nionj Ipng cndfef, tin ling 01 owned md the 
sceptre in hk hand, w L» at lust led to t*£ throne Tin bishop then 
(£peUimec$>£ /ivitf m nitcniuin'" The pocis ptpl^U, “ \ \at 
getes ( t i tli tlmrcl s l\a\ing been opened, th\ e 

' — a aju^tuigh of \j Vn r fr Roi ' hom tne*; opl 

ugrul^t golden mtd ils wcu tfhown < nong the 
d^eepcis ot, tlu king g i** fli Jit to a uumbe 1 of 
5 tnrels, eLfcmark that Coe tune of justue und hbort> was eom— 

Sp*i ««£ 

ipass,c/be offering, and communion the km* w as noon 
JHlfcted with great pomp to the palace to assist at a giuinl festual 
" . dignitaries and the pnnnpal loidsgwho Jmd assisted it the 
“ ifuy toejk seats fit the banque t 
3 nettt tfter Jpg, Louis XIV 9 , ottci hi vmg bond mass at the 
B iifej^qntcreri £ke pai k , wbi 1 e he toimd about two 
~ six invalids r 3sonAjif el, whom lit touched, one 

jer, Uh hi Right'll md, making the *fl{fn of 'the cioss 
iUieaeTv „the chin, a vl fronj one che t k to the other, it 
^the^ holy woids *?{!)"& tf </oem«,/ 

f Tb0se^4*i%&tt ceremonies terminated a general amnesty lot 
conditidiV^P weic jwibefliers it Rlnims, and 
fbwe ftmowS»JittfT»p»vasdB of suf^opuwJ 

n '***’'■ 
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